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THE 

PREFACE, 

Friendly  Reader, 

JF  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God ,  in  the  Richet 
of  his  Love  and  Mercy ,  from  the  Lime 
Franfgrefjion  fir  ft  entered ,  whereby  Man  loft 
his  primitive  State  of  Felicity  with  him  his 
Creator  in  Paradife ,  to  give  Jome  Manifeftatiort 
of  his  good  Spirit ,  and  Revelation  of  the  promifed 
Seed  ;  in  order  to  Man's  Restoration  from  Death 
to  Lifey  whereby  the  Serpent' s  Head  hath  been 
bruifed  in  fome,  through  Faith  therein ,  as  by 
holy  Record  doth  appear  ;  of  which  Number , 
early  Lime  of  the  Worlds  righteous  Abel,  fecond  Gen  4.4. 
£0/2  to  Adam,  was  one ,  whofe  Offering  and lu 
Perfon  the  Lord  accepted ,  and  had  RefpeSi  unto . 

Fbere  were  alfo  Jome  others ,  fucceeding 

Generations  before  the  Flood ,  Enoch,  who Heb.  n. 

walked  with  God  in  well-pleafng  ;  Noah,  5  7* 

#  Preacher  of  Righteou/nefs  j  although  the  un¬ 
godly  World  in  general  rebelled  againfl  it}  to 
their  DeftruFtion  and  Overthrow ♦ 

After  the  Deluge ,  holy  Patriarchs ,  A  bra-  ^eii  i 

ham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  Jofeph,  and  others,  by 8  to  3°' 

A  2  Faith 
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Taitk  in  this  holy  Seed  were  fanSlifed,  obtained 
a  good  Report ,  and  wrought  Righteoujnefs  in 
t'pir  Generations ,  before  the  Law  was  given 
Jorth  from  Mount  Sinai.  And  even  in  the  Lime 
of  the  Law ,  righteous  Men  and  Prophets  had 
Faith  therein ,  being  infpired  and  aided  thereby  ; 
yet  many  of  the  Jews,  who  had  the  Law ,  and 

Dent.  so.  wefe  zeaI°US'  in  the  outward  Performances  there¬ 
in,.  ’  ‘  '  °J]  not  having  a  due  Regard  to  the  Seed  or  Word 
nigh  in  their  Hearts  ( recommended  by  Mofes) 
which  would  have  inwardly  fandiified  them ,  and 
made  their  Llearts  contrite  before  the  Lord ,  they 
rebelled  again (l  him  who  gave  them  of  his  good 
Spirit  to  inftrucl  them  ;  and  though  zealous  for 
the  Cei  e  monies  of  the  Law ,  yet  rejecting  their 
immediate  Monitor ,  they  neglect cd  the  weightier 
Matters  of  the  Law ,  and  leaned  upon  outward 
Obfervations  ;  wherefore  their  Offerings,  Sacri¬ 
fices,  Sabbaths,  Jet  Feafts,  and  folemn  Afjemblies, 
although  required  and  appointed  in  that  Difpen- 
fation,  became  loathjome  and  an  Abomination  to 
the  Lord ;  but  fuch  who  in  Upright nefs  of  Heart 
obferved  the  Law,  were  accepted  of  God,  yet 
looked  for  a  more  glorious  Dijpenjation  to  come. 


9- 

20,  26. 


I fa.  t.  11 

to  16. 


Mai.  3. 
1 ,  ike. 


The  vifible  Difpenfations  of  God  to  Men,  have 
Heb  1. 1.  been  various,  as  by  Angels,  the  Law  from  Mount 
Sinai,  the  Minify  of  the  Prophets,  and  John 
^  t  __  the  Baptift ,  fent  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
I,  V,  3*.  E!’as»  t0  prepare  the  Way  of  the  Lord  :  All 
which  Difpenfations  had  a  Glory  in  them  for 
2  Cor.  3.  their  Lime ,  though  but  preparative  for  one  more 
glorious  yet  to  be  revealed.  Lhen,  in  the  Fulnefs 
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o/Ti  me,  Ckrijl  fefus,  the  Seed  of  the  Woman, 
the  Mejjiah  and  Hope  of  Ifrael,  was  manifefted 
in  the  Flefh,  whofe  Day  many  Prophets  and Wat>  1 3* 
righteous  Men  defired  to  fee,  and  could  not,  only  u> 
by  Faith  at  a  Dijlance ,  by  Reafon  of  Death.  >  3- 

Now  was  Salvation  brought  nigh,  the  King-  Mat.  4. 
dom  of  Heaven  at  hand,  and  the  Glad-Tidings  [jj,e 
of  the  GoJ'pel  preached  to  the  Seed  of  Abraham,  18. 
the  Glory  of  for7ner  Dijpenfations  began  to  wax 
dim ,  to  fuch  as  beheld  his  Glory ,  that  excelled , 
even  the  Glory  of  the  only  Begotten  of  theJ0,in  r* 
Father,  full  of  Grace  and  Truth;  yet  many *4’ 
of  the  Jews  could  710 1  fee  it  fo,  7ior  under  ft  and 
bis  Voice,  Preaching  the  Kingdo7n  of  God  in  Mat.  13. 
Parables,  and  uttering  Things  that  had  been  55* 
kept  fecret  from  the  Foundation  of  the  World  ; 
or  believe  on  him,  concerning  whom,  Mofes  in 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets  did  write ;  but  defpifed 
and  rejected  him,  although  the  7 nighty  Works ,  John  10. 
and  great  Miracles  which  he  wrought  among  23-  37*Ss- 
them,  by  the  Power  of  his  Father,  declared  him 
to  be  the  Son  of  God. 

Howbeit ,  the  mo/l  glorious  Go/pel-  Day  was 
not  yet  fully  revealed,  at  leaft  with  refpedl  to  the 
Gentiles,  whilft  our  Saviour  was  in  the  prepared 
Body,  jent  only  to  the  Houfe  of  Ifrael,  in  the  Mat.  ij. 
Form  of  a  'Servant,  to  fulfil  the  Law  andu' 
Prophets ,  and  Things  that  were  written  concern¬ 
ing  him  \  but  after  he  had  done  that  Work , 
which  the  Father  had  given  him  to  do,  in  that 
loly  Body,  and  finifhed  the  fame ,  by  the  offering 
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Itb'9'  Up  °f  himfelf  finto  God,  as  a  Lamb  without 
1  Pet.  I.  bpot,  a  Propitiation  for  the  Sins  of  the  whole 
19-  World,  rofe  again  from  the  Dead,  appear'd  to 
Mark  xvi.  confirm  his  Difciples,  and  afcended  into  Glory , 
*9'  at  the  right  Hand  of  his  Father  :  Hen  an  open 
Door  was  fet,  before  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  by 
litb  io.  JtJus  Chrifl ,  who  had  confecrated  a  new  and 
living  Way  through  the  Veil,  that  is  to  fay, 
his  Flefh,  and  abolifhed  the  old  Covenant ,  Sacri- 
Col.  2. 14. fees.  Ceremonies ,  and  Hand-writing  of  Ordi- 
15‘  nances,  taking  it  out  of  the  Way,  and  nailing 
it  to  his  Crofs,  and  openly  triumphed  over 
Principalities  and  Powers. 


Now  the  old  Covenant  was  to  pafs  away ,  and 
the  new  Covenant  to  be  eftablijhed,  and  the  Priefl- 
Heb  6.  hood  changed,  by  the  great  High-Priejl  without 
Sin,  and  higher  than  the  Heavens ;  made  not 
after  the  Law  of  a  carnal  Commandment,  but 
Ffal.  no  b  tpe  Power  of  an  endlefs  Life,  a  Prieft  for 
4-  ever,  after  the  Order  of  Melchifedec ,  and  the 
Jfa.  2.  3.  Law  now  to  go  forth  of  Sion,  from  the  great 
Law-giver ,  and  written  in  the  Heart,  even  the 
Rom.  S.  2.  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  that 
fets  free  from  the  Law  of  Sin  and  Death. 


Joel  2.28.  Now  was  the  Spirit  poured  forth  from  on  Pligh, 
f  Vc. 4' in  a  more  Plentiful  Manner  upon  Mankind  than 
in  former  DiJ'penfations ,  and  eminently  on  Be- - 
fevers  ;  whereby  many  were  qualified  and  anoint¬ 
ed, ,  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  as  Priefts  and 
Mtnfiers  of  the  Lord ,  to  attend  at  his  holy  Altar, 
2  Cor.  6.  in  his  “Temple  not  made  with  Hands ,  and  to  offer 
up  fpiritual  Sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by 
j.  ’  *  Jefus 
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Jefus  Chrift.  And  the  holy  Apo flies  commiffloned 
and  endued  with  Power  from  on  High ,  were  to 
Teach  all  Nations,  baptizing  them  into  the  28* 
Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  '9'  *°‘ 
the  holy  Ghoft,  having  Ajjurance  from  Chrift , 
of  his  being  with  them  to  the  End  of  dime. 

And  by  their  Miniftry ,  and  others  whom  the 
Lord  fent  forth ,  many  were  converted  to  God, 
and  added  to  the  Church ,  both  of  Jews,  Greeks,  i  Cor.  12. 
and  ether  Nations,  being  all  baptized  by  one  '5‘ 
Spirit  into  one  Body,  or  Church,  which  was 
glorious  in  that  Day,  as  a  Woman  cloathed  Rev.  12. 
with  the  Sun,  having  the  Moon  under  her l’  Kc’ 
Feet,  and  upon  her  Head  a  Crown  of  twelve 
Stars,  and  fhe  brought  forth  a  Man-Child, 
who  was  to  rule  all  Nations,  but  he  was 
caught  up  unto  God,  and  to  his  Throne,  from 
the  great  red  Dragon,  that  fought  to  devour  him 
as  joon  as  he  was  born. 

Then  the  Woman ,  or  true  Church,  left  her 
vifible  Glory ,  and  fled  into  the  Wildernefs  (or 
Qbfcure  Place)  from  the  Face  of  fhe  Serpent, 
into  a  Place  prepared  of  God,  where  fhe  was 
nourifhed  for  a  Time,  Times,  and  half  a 
Time,  or  a  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three-, 
fcore  Days  (which,  in  a  prophetic  Senfe,  is  taken 
to  be  jo  many  Years : )  And  though  the  Dragon 
fought  to  drown  the  Woman,  by  calling  Waters 
out  of  his  Mouth  as  a  Flood  after  her,  yet  the 
Earth  helped  her,  and  f wallowed  them  up ;  but  a 
third  Part  of  the  Stars  of  Heaven,  or  fuch  as 
hfld  (hined  as  Stars  in  the  Church,  were  drawn 
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Key.  9. 

2,  &C. 


2  That  2  *  the  Ear  h  by-n  t  Jn-  Dras°n's  Tail-  And  there 
$,  4.  "ZaSr  U  £ref  Fallmg-away  from  the  Faith  of 
5  Tim.  4.  Je/us,  as  had  been  fore-feen,  and  prophefied  of 

l’£2.  $  the  holy  ffjes  of  the  Lamb,  the  Light  of 

bion  was  eclipjed  and  much  veiled ,  or  with-drawn 

s  /r  efr>\.  ’ n any  a  Zenera’  Apof  acy  came  over 
ffofefjedL  bnftians,  the  Smoke  of  the  bottomlefs 

Fit  arofe,  which  darkened  Sun  and  Air ;  and 
out  of  the  Smoke  came  Locufts  upon  the  Earth 
which  tormented  Men.  And  the  Dragon  was 
wroth  with  the  Woman,  and  made  Waf  with  the 
Remnant  of  her  Seed,  that  kept  the  Command¬ 
ments  of  God.  and  had  the  Teftimony  of  Jefus 
Chrift  :  And  he  gave  unto  the  monflerous  Bead 
that  arofe  up  out  of  the  Sea  (or  raging  Heathen 
World)  his  Power,  and  his  Seal  and  great 
Authority ,  who  opened  his  Mouth  in  Blafphemy 
3  gain  ft  God,  his  Tabernacle,  and  them  that 
dwell  in  Heaven  ;  and  thofe  that  dwelt  on  the 
Earth  worshipped  him,  whofe  Names  were  not 
written  in  the  Lamb’s  Book  of  Life. 


Qi.  13. 

5  s 


Ch.  !  3, 
11,  &c. 


Isiexl  arofe  out  of  the  Earth  (a  Place  more 
fettled  than  the  Sea )  a  Beaft  with  two  Horns 
hi\.e  a  Lamb,  but  fpake  as  a  Dragon,  and  exer- 
ciied  the  Power  of  the  firft  Beaft,  caufing  an 
Image  to  be  made  to  him,  unto  which  he  had 
Power  to  give  Life,  fo  as  to  fpeak,  and  caufe 
as  many  as  would  not  worfhip  the  Image,  to 
be  killed  :  And  both  Small  and  Great,  Rich 
and  Poor,  Free  and  Bond,  to  receive  a  Mark 
in  their  right  Hand,  or  in  their  Foreheads ; 
and  that  no  Man  might  buy  or  fell,  fave  he 

that 
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that  had  the  Mark,  or  the  Name  of  the  Beaft, 
or  the  Number  of  his  Narrie. 

Note ,  this  Beafl  appears  in  Shew  fomewhat 
Chriftian,  and  under  Pretence  of  the  Lamb's 
Authority  ( though  a  tied  by  the  Dragon s  Power , 
derived  from  the  fir  ft  Beaft)  compelleth  Men  to 
comply  with  fuch  Fr  adit  ions  and  Ceremonies  (for 
Chriftian  Duties)  as  referable  the  Cujloms  of  the 
Heathen,  in  their  idolatrous  Worfhip  and  Super - 
ftition  ;  for  denying  of  which,  and  teflifying 
againfl  the  fame ,  many  faithful  Followers  of 
je/us  fujfered  Martyrdom ,  as  their  Predeceffors 
had  done  before ,  under  the  Heathen  Power ,  or 
firji  Beafl . 

Now  Myftery  BABYLON,  the  great,  '?• 
the  Mother  of  Harlots,  and  Abominations  of3,£*c‘ 
the  Earth,  was  exalted  and  fat  on  the  Beaft 
with  ten  Horns,  &c.  as  Qiieen  and  Bride, T!ie  two 
pretending  to  be  the  true  Church,  and  Spoufe  of 
Chrifi,  decked  with  Gold,  precious  Stones,  earthly 
and  Pearls,  having  in  her  Hand  a  golden  Cup 
full  of  Abominations,  and  Filthinefs  of  her  j0t. 
Fornications,  being  drunk  with  the  Blood  of 
the  Saints  and  Martyrs  of  Jefus.  And  all  Rev.  18. 
Nations  drank  of  the  Wine  of  her  Fornication,  b  &c* 
and  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  committed  Forni¬ 
cation  with  her ;  and  the  Merchants  of  the 
Earth  waxed  rich  through  the  Abundance  of 
her  Delicacies :  But  fhe  fhall  fall,  and  become 
an  Habitation  of  Devils,  and  the  Hold  of 
every  foul  Spirit,  and  Cage  of  every  unclean 

a  „  and 
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and  hateful  Bird.  And  the  Lord  is  calling  his 
People  out  of  her,  that  they  be  not  Partakers 
of  her  Sins,  and  that  they  receive  not  of  her 
Plagues,  which  (hall  come  in  one  Day,  Death, 
and  Mourning,  and  Famine  ;  and  fhe  fhall  be 
utterly  burnt  with  Fire ;  for  ftrong  is  the  Lord 
God  who  judgeth  her.  And  her  Merchants 
fhall  Hand  afar  off,  for  the  Fear  of  her  Tor¬ 
ment,  Weeping  and  Wailing.  And  as  a  Mill- 
flone  caft  into  the  Sea,  fo  with  Violence  (hall 
that  great  City  Babylon  be  thrown  down. 

And  now  the  Man-Child ,  the  Lord  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  is  again  revealed  in  many,  of  his  Saints  ; 
who  by  the  Breath  of  his  Mouth ,  and  Brightnefs 
of  his  Coming ,  fall  deftroy  the  Man  of  Sin,  that 
hath  wrought  with  all  Deceivablcnejs  of  Unrigh - 
teoufnefs,  by  Signs  and  lying  Wonders  (in  them 
that  perifh.)  And  the  true  Church  is  returning 
Cant.  8.  $.  0U(  0f  tfoe  Wildernefs,  leaning  on  her  Beloved  ; 
and  fall  again  appear  in  her  Comelinefs  and 
Beauty,  as  a  Bride  adorned  for  her  Hujband  : 
iCi.  fo.  To  her  Light  fhall  the  Gentiles  come,  and 

o  At  °  1 

Kings  to  the  Brightnefs  of  her  Rifing,  for  the 
Glory  of  the  Lord  fhall  arife  upon  her,  and  his 
Light  fhine  therein  for  ever.  The  glorious 
Prophecies  of  the  holy  Prophets,  and  Servants  of 
the  Lord,  concerning  the  latter  Days  tnufl  be 
ltd.  i  x.  9.  fulfilled.  The  Knowledge  of  the  Lord  fhall 
Hab.2.14.  £art]1)  as  the  Waters  cover  the  Sea. 

Ifa  60.  The  Abundance  of  the  Sea  (or  Multitudes  of 
People)  fhall  be  converted  to  Sion,  the  Nations 
fhall  flow  together  to  the  Goodnels  of  the  Lord, 

arid 
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and  be  gathered  to  Jerufalem,  that  is  from  ■ 
above ,  to  •< worfhip  the  great  King,  the  Lord  of 
Hafts,  upon  his  holy  Mountain,  that  fhal!  be  2-  2- 
eftablifhed  on  the  Top  of  the  Mountains,  and  if"  4  1‘ 
exalted  above  the  Hills,  and  no  Hurt  or  De- 
flrudiion  Jhall  be  there.  The  Lamb  fhall  lead  Rev.7,17. 
his  People,  and  feed  them  in  the  Pafures  of 
Life ,  and  bring  them  to  living  Fountains  of 
Water.  The  Heir  of  all  Things  [kail  inherit  Hc-K  1.  2. 
his  Right,  and  poffefs  the  Gates  of  his  Enemies, 

•who  in  due  Lime  [hall  all  be  put  under  his  Feet.  *F°r' IJ' 
He  fliall  judge  among  the  Nations,  and  rebuke  Ifa  z 
many  People.  They  fliall  beat  their  Swords 
into  Plow-fhares,  and  Spears  into  Pruning- 
hooks,  and  come  under  the  peaceable  Government 
of  the  Lamb.  For  he  is  King  of  Kings,  and  Rev.  19. 
Lord  of  Lords,  and  of  the  Increafe  of  his  **• 
Government  and  Peace  there  fhall  be  no  End.  d  9 
And  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  many  in  this  Day  have 
in  meafure  •witnejjed  the  fulfilling  of  many  of  • 
thefe  Prophecies  (as  they  relate  to  Particulars) 
and  do  know,  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  1  John  y. 
•who  hath  given  them  an  Underflanding,  'where-  20‘ 
by  they  know  him  that  is  true,  and  that  they 
are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  Jefus  Chriff,  the 
true  God  and  eternal  Life  ;  in  whom  all  the 
Promifes  of  God  are  and  Jhall  be  fulfilled  in 
their  Seafon. 

And  now  the  glorious  Gofpel  is  again  preached, 
in  and  to  them  that  dwell  upon  the  Earth,  that  Rey-  '4- 
all  may  fear  God,  and  give  Glory  to  his  Name ;  6  10  l2‘ 
and  worfliip  him  who  made  Heaven  and  Earth, 

a  2  il.e 
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the  Seas  and  Fountains  of  Water  ;  and  no 
longer  worfhip  the  Beaft,  or  his  Image,  or 
receive  his  Mark,  left  they  he  caft  into  the  Lake 
that  hunts  with  Fire  for  ever.  For  the  Hour 
of  God’s  Judgments  are  come ,  both  upon  the 

Pom  I  \XT  L.  an^  ^em  ^Jat  worfiip  him  ;  and  his 
i8.  '  r  wrath  is  revealed  from  Heaven,  againft  all 

Unrighteoufnefs  and  Ungodlinefs  of  Men,  who 

hold,  a  Profefton  of  the  Truth,  or  Chrittian 

Religion ,  in  an  unrighteous  Converfation.  For 

the  Night  of  Apoftacy  is  far  [pent  (in  theft 

Northern  If  and s  specially)  and  the  Day  of  the 

Lord,  at  hand  ;  the  grojs  Darknefs,  which  hath 

covered  the  Hearts  of  many ,  is  in  a  great  Mea- 

ffl'J'  Jufe  difpelled,  and  the  true  Light  again  fhineth, 

^  (teat  makes  manlf eft  and  difcover s  whatjocver  is 

reprovab'le  in  religious  Matters  and  Converfation , 

in  which  Light  all  the  Nations  of  them  that  are 

faved  muft  walk. 


And  the  Lor d  hath  endued  many  with  Power 
from  on  High,  and  ftnt  them  forth ,  as  he  did 
bis  Mefjengers  formerly,  to  direct  and  turn 
People’s  Minds  from  Darknefs  to  Light,  and 
from  Satan  s  Power  to  God,  that  they  may 
receiye  Forgivenefs  of  Sins,  and  an  Inheritance 
among  them  that  are  fandtified  by  Faith  in 
Chrift  Jefus  ;  and  many  have  received  the  Glad- 
Tidings  of  Peace  and  Salvation ,  that  have  been 
freely  preached  to  them ,  by  the  Lord's  Minifters , 
in  the  Authority  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  Goft, 


A  Oft 
18.  and 

20.  32. 


c  Thef  2- in  this  mighty  Day  of  the  Lord  which  is  again 
3>  ’  revealed,  wherein  he  is  come  nigh  to  Judgment, 


that 
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that  the  Prince  of  this  W or  Id  may  be  cafl  out  of 
the  Temple,  in  which  he  had  exalted  himfelf. ‘  and 
been  worjhipped  as  God.  The  Kingdom  of  God  ^ev-  l1, 
is  come,  and  coming  more  and  more  ;  and  the  10" 
Power  of  his  Chrift  exalting  (in  the  Hearts  of 
piany)  whofe  Right  it  is  to  reign  -,  and  though 
the  Devil  and  his  Angels  war  againfl  him ,  and 
for  a  Seafon  be  fujf'ered  to  prevail  in  dark  Places  pfai,  ^ 
of  the  Earth,  Jo  as  to  defray  the  Bodies  of  fome  20. 
of  the  Followers  of  Chrijl ;  yet  the  Lamb  and  his 
Followers  (hall  have  the  Victory,  and  the  Devil 
and  his  Angels  mu  ft  be  cafl  into  the  Lake  that 
burns  for  ever, 

i, ' 

Notwithf  andi ng  the  Lamb's  Warfare  is  not 
for  the  Deftrudtion  of  Men’s  Lives  (but  of  Sin,  9‘ 
the  Works  of  the  Devil  in  Men)  and  the  Wea- 
pons  of  his  Followers  are  not  carnal,  but2Cor'10* 
mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  4’  5‘ 
ftrong  Holds,  carting  down  Imaginations,  and 
every  high  Thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft 
the  Knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into 
Captivity  every  Thought  to  the  Obedience  of 
Chrift  :  Howbeit  the  Lamb ,  who  is  alfo  the 
Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  hath  Power  to  Rev.  5. 5. 
rule  the  Nations  with  a  Rod  of  Iron  ;  therefore  and2 
bleffed  are  they  that  abide  with  and  follow  the 
Lamb  through  Tribulations,  in  Faith  and  Pa¬ 
tience,  until  they  overcome  and  have  their  Gar¬ 
ments  wafhed  and  made  white  in  his  Blood ;  for  Ch.  7. 
they  ft  jail  reign  with  him  for  ever  :  Of  which  *4’  &c* 
Number ,  we  have  Caufe  to  believe,  this  worthy 
Servant  of  the  Lord  William  Edmundson, 

Author 


XiV 
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Author  of  the  enfuing  Journal ,  was  one ,  tw/- 
cejwng  whom  now  followeth  a  brief  Account,  or 
Recital  of  the  Lord's  Dealings  with  him  in  his 
Converffon ,  Call  into  the  Mmiflry ,  of  his 

faithful  Labours  and  Sufferings,  in  and  for  the 
Go  [pel  oj  Cbrifl ;  of  all  which  thou  may  ft  find  a 
large  Account  and  Confirmation  in  the  following 
Sheets 9  both  from  himfelf  and  many  faithful 
Witnefjes .  And  as  for  an  Account  of  his  Birth 
and  Parentage,  I  refer  to  the  Beginning  of  his 
Journal \ 


He  was  early  vifited  with  the  Inf  inings  of 
the  glorious  Light  of  this  Gofpel-Day  in  his  own 
Heart,  whereby  his  State  was  often  opened  to 
hiniy  though  for  a  Lime  did  not  under  ft  and  what 
it  was  that  fo  enlightened  him,  and  being  left  an 
Orphan  when  youngs  and  thereby  expo  fed  to 
Har dfhip  ;  after  he  grew  up  he  went  into  the 
Army,  and  continued  a  Soldier  fome  Lime  under 
the  Parliament ,  in  the  late  civil  IVars  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland  ;  but  being  religioufy  inclined, 
grew  weary  of  that  Manner  of  Life  ,  jo  delivered 
up  his  Charge ,  and  returning  towards  his  native 
Place  in  England,  having  been  bey  ore  contrasted 
to  a  young  IVoman  in  Derbyshire,  he  married 
her,  and  foon  after  came  into  the  Nation  of 
Ireland,  with  an  Intention  to  fettle  and  trade , 
out  was  under  inward  Affliction  upon  his  Soul's 
Account  ,  yet  in  a  little  Lime  went  again  to 
England  to  buy  more  Goods ,  and  being  in  the 
Northern  Part  among  his  Relations,  having  an 
Inclination  in  his  Mind ,  he  went  with  two  of 

them 
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them  to  a  Meeting  of  the  People  called  Quakers, 
where ,  by  the  Mini/lry  of  fome  of  the  Jaid 
People ,  both  he  and  the  f  aid  two  Relations  were 
convinced  of  the  W ay  of  Life ,  and  his  Under- 
flanding  being  opened  by  the  Truth ,  he  then 
perceived  that  it  was  the  Lord  by  his  holy  Spirit , 
who  had  been  at  work  in  his  Heart  from  his 
Touth  up  :  Wherefore  he  gave  up  to  its  Mani- 
feftations  in  him ,  and  loved  the  Lora's  Judgments 
(becaufe  of  Sin)  until  he  was  purified ,  and  pre¬ 
pared  thereby  to  be  a  Partaker  of  Mercy ,  and  a 
c ho  fen  Veffel  for  the  Lord's  Service.  So  return - 
ing  again  to  Ireland,  and  being  made  willing  to 
bear  the  Crofs  of  Chrift ,  he  foon  met  with  various 
Trials  for  the  Truth's  Sake,  and  had  the  greater 
Exercife,  becaufe  there  was  not  then  any  of  the 
People  called  Quakers  in  that  Nation  to  have 
Converfation  with,  yet  his  Behaviour  and  De¬ 
portment  fo  reached  both  his  Wife  and  Brother , 
that  they  were  fbon  convinced  of  the  Truth,  and 
willing  to  meet  with  him  in  his  own  Houfe,  to 
worfhip  God  in  Spirit,  though  in  outward  Si¬ 
lence,  having  refrefhing  Seafons  together  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  Lord ;  and  in  a  little  Time  four 
more  joined  with  him  :  About  which  Time  John 
Tiffin,  a  Servant  of  the  Lord,  came  over  from 
England,  who  was  a  Strength  and  Comfort  to 
Friends,  feveral  were  convinced  and  added  to 
their  Number. 

» 

Jlfo  the  Lord  was  pie  a  fed  to  open  the  Mouth 
of  our  jaid  Friend  W.  E.  in  the  Teftimony  of 
Jefus ;  and  being  faithful,  it  pleafed  God  to 

enlarge 


zt 
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enlarge  his  Gift  for  the  Miniflry ,  fo  that  he 
became  an  able  Minifler  of  Chrift  Jefus,  fkilful 
m  dividing  the  Word  of  Righteoufnef,  plain  and 
powerful  in  Preaching ,  found  in  Dodlrine ,  and 
profound  in  the  Myflertes  of  God ,  which  'were 
largely  communicated  to  him  ;  and  as  a  faithful 
Steward  and  good  Scribe  inputted  into  the 
Kingdom,  he,  by  Direction  of  his  Lord  and 
Mailer,  brought  out  of  his  Lreafury  Lhings  new 
and  old,  fuitable  to  the  Service  required  of  him , 
for  the  Glory  of  God  and  Good  of  Souls,  being 
willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in  doing  the  Will  of 
him  that  called  him,  not  counting  his  Life  dear 
t0  hi™,  l hat  he  might  finifh  the  Service  and 
Charge  committed  to  his  Lrufi  with  Joy,  but 
being  fenfible  of  the  Lord’s  Call  thereunto'  gave 
up  cheerfully  to  follow  the  Lamb  through  many 
Tribulations,  which  attended  for  bis  Teflimonfs 
Sake, 

t 

He  preached  the  Go/pel  of  Chrifl  freely,  not 
only  in  this  Nation,  in  which  he  lived  and  fujfered 
Perfecution  early  in  rough  Limes ,  being  often 
imprifoned  in  divers  Places ;  once  about  f  ourteen 
Weeks  in  a  clofe  nafty  Dungeon  among  Felons 
and  Malefablors,  where  he  was  almofi  fifed  ; 
frequently  forked,  reviled,  abufed,  and  his  Goods 
made  Havock  of  by  covetous  Men  :  But  he  alfo 
went  many  Limes  into  England,  labouring  in  the 
Work  of  the  Go/pel  in  divers  Parts,  and  three 
Limes  into  the  Jfands ,  or  Englifh  Plantations 
in  America,  going  the  Warfare  at  his  own  Co/l, 
that  the  G of hi  might  not  be  chargeable,  and 

endured 
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endured  Hardfhip  as  a  good  Soldier  of  the  Lamb, 
approving  himfelf  as  a  faithful  Minifler  of 
Chrift,  in  much  Patience  in  AffliBions,  in 
Necefities,  in  Diflreffes  for  the  Gofpel's  Sake, 
in  Watchings,  in  Fadings,  in  Wearinefs  and 
Painjulnefs ;  by  Purenefs,  by  Knowledge,  and 
by  the  Power  of  God  in  his  Minifry,  of  which 
he  had  many  Seals  in  this  Nation  and  England, 
and  in  the  If  and s  of  America,  whom  he  had  been 

infrumental  in  converting  to  God. 

*  \  \  / 

\ 

He  was  in  Journeyings  often,  in  Perils  by 
Sea  and  Land,  and  in  the  Wildernefs,  both  bf 
wild  Beads  and  bloody  Men,  in  the  Pi  me  of  the 
Indian  Wars  in  America,  and  by  Robbers,  or 
Rapparees  in  this  Nation ,  (in  the  Time  of  the 
late  Calamity )  who  burnt  hit  Houfe ,  and  carried 
him  away  with  his  two  Sons,  almojl  naked 
in  the  Winter  Seafon,  to  kill  them  ;  but  after 
much  hard  Vfage  fever al  Days,  were  all  three 
by  the  good  Providence  of  God  delivered  out  of 
their  Hands.  - 

Phis  our  ancient  Friend  had  a  If  6  Eicercife 
and  Grief  by  falfe  Brethren,  that  oppofed  the 
Pefimony  given  him  of  the  Lord,  to  bear  for 
his  Name,  and  was  not  without  AffliBicn  from 
fome  of  his  own  Offfpring  ;  yet  out  of  all 
the  Lord  delivered  and  preferved  him  faithful 
to  a  good  Old-Age,  through  good  Report  and 
evil  Report :  So  that  near  the  Conclufon  of  his 
Pirne  he  could  fay,  The  Lord  was  his  Spng  and 
his  Strength,  And  truly  he  was  (irong  and 

b  courageous 
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courageous  in  the  Lord's  Work  and  Service,  evert 
after,  a  Decay  came  upon  the  outward  Man,  by 
reafon  of  Age  and  Infirmities ,  being  found  and 
clear  in  his  Underjlanding  to  the  lajl. 

As  he  had  an  excellent  Gift  for  the  Miniflry, 
he  was  alfo  endued  with  a  large  Underjlanding 
and  Gift  for  Government ,  and  religious  Difci- 
pline  in  the  Church  of  Chrift ,  and  having  a 
difcerning  Spirit,  flood  firm  in  his  Zeal  againfl 
thofe  ' Things  that  oppofed  the  good  and  comely 
Order,  into  which  the  Lord  had  gathered  his 
People,  and  fucb  as  under  fair  Pretence  would 
open  a  Gap  for  fialfe  Liberty.  The  Care  of  the 
Churches  was  upon  him,  efpe daily  in  this  Nation , 
where  he  lived  and  laboured  many  Years,  both  in 
Docirin?  and  Difcipline ;  and  as  an  Rider  that 
ruled  well,  was  efteemed  highly  by  the  Faithful 
for  his  Wi ork's  Sake.  Lemper  ate  he  was  in  Eat¬ 
ing  and  Drinking  ;  decent  and  plain  in  Apparel ; 
in  Difcourfe  weighty,  being  moflly  concerning  the 
Things  of  God,  tending  to  Inftrublion  and  Edi¬ 
fication  ;  his  Countenance  and  Deportment  manly 
and  grave,  cxprejfing  a  noble  and  religious  Dif- 
pofition  of  Alind  ;  a  loving  Hujband ;  a  careful 
and  tender  Father  ;  a  firm  Friend  and  kind 
Neighbour  ;  given  to  Hofpitality  ;  and  though  it 
was  often  his  Lot  to  be  feparated  from  thoje  near 
Enjoyments,  as  Wife  and  Children,  for  the 
Gofpel's  Sake,  yet  he  ordered  his  Affairs  with 
Difcretion,  that  there  might  be  no  W ant  in  his 
Family,  either  of  commendable  Employment .  or 
Neceffaries  but  his  greater  Concern  and  Labour 

was 
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was  for  the  public  Good  of  the  Churches,  and 
promoting  the  Government  of  Cbrifl  Jefus  there¬ 
in,  for  which  he  was  zealous  to  the  End,  as 
appears  by  divers  Expreffons  from  him  a  little 
before  his  Departure,  jome  ot  which  follow  as  a 
Supplement  to  the  enfuing  Journal.  And  when 
upon  due  Conf  deration  with  Reflection  on  pajl 
Dime,  he  was  perfiiaded  that  his  Day  s  PFi irk  was 
done,  he  humbly  de fired,  in  Submiff  on  to  the  fVill 
of  God,  To  be  diffolved  and  be  with  Chrift, 
to  reft  from  his  Labour  and  Affliction  of  Body 
that  attended  ;  which  in  the  Lord's  Dime  was 
granted  him. 

Now,  Reader,  to  conclude  concerning  this  our 
well-beloved  Friend  and  Elder ,  who  by  Faith 
hath  obtained  a  good  Report,  and  wloofe  Memorial 
is  and  fall  be  bleffed  among  the  Righteous,  I- 
refer  thee  to  a  ferious  Ferufal  of  his  following 
Journal,  and  thofe  Fed  monies  given  forth  by 
faithful  Friends  and  Brethren  concerning  him, 
with  jincere  Defire,  That  the  Bleffing  of  God 
may  fo  attend  thy  Reading,  as  to  excite  thee 
to  a  faithful  Improvement  of  thy  Time  and 
Gift  of  Grace  bellowed  on  thee  through  Chrift 
Jefus,  that  thy  Latter-end  may  be  Peace,  and 
thy  future  State  eternal  Happinefs  :  So  in 
Chriftian  Love  remain  thy  well- wifhing  Friend , 

*  v  * 

John  Stoddart, 

Dublin,  the  twenty- fixth  cf 
the  eighth  Month  17*4. 
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testimony 


OF  THE 


Provincial  Phuarterly-Meeting  for 
Ulfter,  held  in  Lurgan  the  fifth 
of  t  he  f event  h  Mont  hi  jig,  con¬ 
cerning  our  ancient  and  worthy 
Friend,  William  Edmundson, 


S'  • 


HERE  feems  to  be  a  Duty  on  us  to 
caft  in  a  Mite  into  the  Treafury,  by 
Way  of  Testimony  and  Commemoration  of 
the  many  laborious  and  eminent  Services  that 
this  our  dear  Friend  William  Edmondson 
had  2mong  us,  for  the  Honour  of  the  great 
Lord  of  the  Harveft,  in  which  he  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  valiant  Labourer,  and  an  Inftrument 
in  the  Lord’s  Hand  to  tbg  convincing  and 
gathering  many  to  the  Lord,  both  by  Dodrine 
and  Difcipljne,  in  which  he  was  unwearied, 
undaunted,  and  often  eminently  attended  with 
great  Power  from  on  High,  which  gave  Ljfe 
gad  Authority  to  the  impreffing  his  Teftimony 
’  upon 
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upon  the  Minds  of  Friends;  and  many  have 
often  been  affe&ed  and  comforted  therewith. 

His  Services  and  Vifits  in  our  Northern 
Parts,  during  the  Continuation  of  the  Ability 
of  his  natural  Body,  were  frequent  and  alfo 
edifying,  in  that  his  chief  Concern  and  Labour 
was,  That  Friends  might  keep  faithful  to  the 
Teflimony  oj  Truth  that  they  had  received ,  and 
•walk  in  the  fame  ;  and  a  great  Care  and  Con¬ 
cern  was  often  upon  him,  exhorting  Friends 
To  beware ,  and  have  a  Care  of  the  great  Con¬ 
cerns  of  the  World  making  too  much  Impreffion 
upon  their  Minds ,  which  fmdd  be  after  the 
Lord.  And  often  reminded  Friends  of  the 
Apoftle  John’s  Advice,  Love  not  the  World , 1  JoIin 
neither  the  Things  that  are  in  the  World,  See.15' 

As  alfo  was  very  often  concerned  to  mention 
moft  of  the  fixth  Chapter  of  the  firft  to  Timo¬ 
thy,  for  Confirmation  of  the  Doftrine  that  he 
had  to  deliver,  which  doubtlefs  was,  and  is 
agreeable  to  the  holy  Sayings  and  Practices  of 
our  bleiied  Saviour  and  his  holy  Apoftles,  and 
faithful  Followers,  who  have  laid  down  their 
Heads  in  Peace  with  him :  That  as  it  is  the 
incumbent  Duty  of  all  Mankind  to  glorify 
God,  being  the  End  of  their  Creation  ;  fo  ’tis 
apparent,  that  the  Accomplifbment  thereof 
eonfifts  in  chiefly  minding  Things  pertaining 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  which  was  the 
chief  End,  Aim,  Labour,  Concern,  Pains  and 
Care  of  this  our  dear  Friend  through  many 

•  Countries, 
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Countries,  as  well  in  America  as  Europe.  We 
have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  be  had  great 
Love  to  us  in  this  Province,  being  the  firft  Part 
in  this  Nation  in  which  he  laboured  after  his 
Convincement,  and  was  inftrumental  in  fettling 
feveral  Meetings,  and  the  firft  Meeting  of 
Friends  in  this  Nation  (fome  of  us  heard  him 
fay)  was  in  Lurgan . 

1  *  _  '  * 

For  a  more  particular  Account  of  his  Services 

we  refer  to  his  Journal,  as  being  moft  certain, 
and  proper  to  be  taken  from  his  own  Mouth  ; 
for  which  Reafon  we  think  it  not  expedient 
to  mention  the  Particulars  of  his  worthy  La¬ 
bours  in  this  Place,  but  fhall  fpeak  fomething 
further  of  his  Qualifications  :  He  was  a  Man 
gifted  for  Doftrine,  and  above  many  for  Dif- 
cipline  ;  a  Reprover  of  Evil-doers,  and  an 
Encourager  of  thofe  who  did  well,  yet  with 
great  Care,  fo  as  that  none  might  be  lifted  up 
thereby  :  He  was  gifted  with  a  Spirit  of 
Difcerning,  and  readily  faw  the  Danger  fome 
were  in  by  falling  from  Truth  ;  and  by  his 
being  found  in  the  Faith,  valiant  to  contend 
for  it,  and  quick  in  apprehending  thofe  Things 
that  appeared  to  the  Breach  of  Unity  and 
Fellowihip  in  the  Churches,  did  timely  labour 
to  prevent  Separation  and  Controverfies,  and 
fo  was  an  Inftrument  of  keeping  the  Unity  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  Bond  of  Peace,  in  Points  of 
Faith  and  Principle,  as  the  fame  are  teftified 
to  in  the  holy  Scriptures ;  He  was  a  Confirmer 
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of  the  Doubtful,  and  a  Sympathizer  with  the 
Mournful  ;  endued  with  Chrijlian  as  well  as 
human  Courage,  like  a  Prince  in  Ifraej  fo 
that  he  feared  not  to  encounter  with  thofe 
who  feemed  mighty,  efpecially,  when  the 
Teftimony  of  Truth  was  by  them  violated. 
And  notwithftanding  his  great  Courage  as  a 
Man,  yet  when  it  fell  to  his  Lot  to  fuffer 
by  Imprifonment  or  otherwife  for  his  Chrijlian 
Teftimony,  he  was  cloathed  with  a  Lamb-like 
and  meek  Spirit.  He  was  an  eminent  Apoftle 
and  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  of  Life  and 
Salvation,  having  an  extraordinary  Gift  in 
opening  and  applying  the  typical  Part  of  the 
Law  to  the  Subftance  in  the  Gofpel  ;  a  faith¬ 
ful  Elder,  whofe  Lamp  fhined  bright,  and 
therefore  was  by  us  efteemed  to  be  worthy  of 
double  Honour  ;  and  although  thofe,  who 
loved  undue  Liberty,  might  account  him  as  a 
burthenfome  Stone,  yet  he  paft  through  many 
Exercifes  on  their  Account,  which  the  Lord 
grant  they  may  lay  to  Heart  before  the  Day 
of  their  Vifitation  be  over. 

t 

Much  more-  might  be  faid  on  his  Behalf 
on  many  Accounts  of  his  Faithfulnefs,  Watch- 
fulnefs,  Labours,  Diligence  and  Care  in  the 
Service  of  God  and  Churches  of  Chrift  ;  but 
fhall  conclude,  firmly  believing  that  the  Lord 
has  taken  him  to  himfelt  in  a  good  Old-Age, 
like  a  Shock  of  Corn  in  its  Seafon,  whofe 
Memory  is  (weet  to  thofe  who  yet  lurvive  ; 

and 
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and  we  pray  7 hdt  it  may  pleafe  the  Almighty, 

to  ratje  up  others  to  JUpply  his  Place  and  Service 
m  the  Churches  of  Chrifl . 


Signed  by  Order,  in  Behalf 
of  the  faid  Meeting,  by 

Robert  Hoope, 
Alexander  Seaton^ 


THE 

TESTIMONY 

O  F 

Friends  of  Leinfter  ‘Province ,  con¬ 
cerning  William  Edmundson. 


WE  being  under  a  deep  Senfe  of  the 
wonderful  Loving- kindnefs  of  God  to 
Mankind  in  every  Age  and  Generation,  but 
efpeeially  in  that  he  hath  been  pleafed  in  this 
latter  Age  of  the  World,  after  a  long,  tedious 
and  datk  Night  of  Apoftacy,  to  caufe  the 
Light  of  his  Son  Chrift  jefus,  fo  dearly  and 
eminently  to  fhine  forth,  to  the  expelling  the 
thick  Cloud  of  Darknefs  that  had  long  beeri 
over  the  Underflandings  of  People,  and  caufe 
his  everlafting  Gofpel  to  be  preached  again  in 
the  Purity  thereof  j  and  the  true  Faith  once 
delivered  to  the  Saints,  to  be  again  profiled 
and  enjoyed,  as  Partakers  of  fueb  Mercies  and 
Privileges:  We  are  under  deep  Obligations  to 
walk  humbly  and  reverently  before  the  Lord, 
and  to  return  unto  him  Praife-  Glory  and 
Honour,  who,  with  his  dear  Son,  our  bleffed 

c  Lord 
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Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  is  worthy 
thereof  for  ever. 

Among  the  many  faithful  Labourers  in  the 
Vineyard  of  the  Lord,  our  dear  and  ancient 
Friend  William  Edmondson,  deceafecL 
deferves  to  be  remembered,  especially  by  us  of 
this  Province,  where  for  many  Years  the  Place 
of  his  Refidence  hath  been  ;  concerning  whofe 
Faithfulnefs  and  eminent  Services  for  God  and 
his  People,  and  Endeavours  for  Propagation  of 
the  blefled  Truth,  a  Testimony  lives  in  our 
Hearts,  and  much  might  be  fpoken,  but  it’s 
not  our  Intention  to  attribute  any  thing  to  the 
Creature,  that  belongs  to  the  great  Creator, 
God  blefled  for  ever.  Amen. 

This  our  ancient  Friend  was  by  the  Lord 
endued  with  a  large  and  good  Underflanding, 
fo  that  in  his  Teftimony  he  was  many  Times 
wonderfully  opened  into  the  divine  Myfteries 
of  God’s  heavenly  Kingdom,  and  would  fpeak 
excellently  of  Zion,  the  Beauty  and  Glory 
thereof  ;  as  alfo  of  the  myfterious  Workings  of 
Satan  :  For  he  was  early  convinced  of  God’s 
biefled  Truth,  when  deep  Trials  and  Exercifes 
attended  on  each  Hand  ;  but  he  coming  into 
deep  Humility,  and  relying  alone  upon  the 
Ann  of  the  Lord  for  Help  and  Deliverance, 
was  thereby  preferved  and  kept  pure  and 
ftedfaft  in  his  Love  to  him,  through  ail  thofe 
Difficulties  and  Hard  Snips  that  attended  ;  fo 
that  in  tire  Hand  of  the  Lord,  he  was  made 

infliumental 
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inftrumental  to  convince  many  of  the  Way  of 
Life  and  Salvation,  and  bring  them  into  Obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Precepts  of  Chriif  Jdus.  So  that 
by  his,  with  the  Labours  of  other  faithful 
Servants,  whom  the  Lord  commiffioned  arid 
fent  into  this  Iiland,  in  the  Work  of  the 
Mmiftry,  Meetings  were  fettled,  and  many 
pined  with  Friends,  being  weary  of  the  dean, 
lifelefs  Profeflion  and  outward  Performances 
they  had  been  under,  wherein  they  had  found 
no  fpiritual  Comfort  or  Refrefhment  to  their 

Souls. 

After  Meetings  were  fettled  in  many  Places, 
and  the  Lord  had  been  pleafed  to  gift  and 
qualify  feveral  (in  this  Nation)  to  preach  the 
Gofpel,  who  were  more  concerned  for  the 
Promotion  of  Truth  and  RigHteoufnefs  in  the 
Faith,  and  that  the  great  Work  of  Reforma¬ 
tion,  which  the  Lord  had  begun,  might  be 
carried  on  and  profper,  than  for  any  worldly 
Concern  whatever,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  lend 
forth  this  our  ancient  Friend  into  the  Nation 
of  England,  as  alfo  into  the  lilands  and  Englifh 
Plantations  in  America ,  feveral  Times,  where 
he  faithfully  laboured  and  had  eminent  Service, 
many  being  convinced  of  the  bleffed  Truth  by 
him,  and  others  confirmed  therein.  His  Con¬ 
cern  and  Labour  was  great  and  fervent,  ‘X bat 
all  thofe  whom  the  Lord  had  been  gracioujly 
pleafed  to  ftrefch  forth  a  Hand  of  Love  unto , 
and  convince  of  his  bleffed  Truth,  might  walk  in 
faithful  Obedience  thereunto ,  adorning  the  fame 
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h;  humble ,  blamelejs  and  ftlf- denying  Conversa¬ 
tions.  '  °  ^ 

The  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft,  who  had 
called  him  to  labour  in  his  Work  and  Service, 
and  to  whom  he  gave  up  in  Obedience,  and 
was  devoted  to  ferve,  gave  him  a  clear  Sight  of 
too  great  iNeceflity  of  a  diligent  Care  among 
Friends,  That  fitch,  as  profeffed  the  biejjed 
T/ nth,  and  walned  disorderly  and  loo/e  in  their 
Converfations,  fhould  be  feajonably  dealt  with, 
and  tie  Evil  and  Danger  thereof  plainly  laid 
before  them,  and  in  the  Love  cf  Cod  ddmomfhed 
to  Amendment  of  Life  :  But  if  fuch  Advice  and 
Admonition  were  flighted  and  reft  tied,  and  tbofe 
Things  per  fifed  in  that  brought  Scandal  and 
Reproach  upon  the  biffed  Truth ,  then  for  the 
charing  of  Tin  tv  and  its  faithful  Followers,  to 
tefify  again  ft  thoje  obftinate  Offenders  and  their 
ALtions,  as  fuch,  whom  we  had  not  Unity  with  ; 
as  alio,  that  a  due  Chriftian  Care  mftht  be  taken 
to  relieve  the  Neceftities  of  the  Poor.  °  And  that 
all  Friends  concerned  in  that  holy  Ordinance  of 
Marriage,  fhould  Jeek  to  know,  and  duly  regard 
the  Mind  and  IV ill  of  God  therein,  more  than 
worldly  Riches  or  earthly  Ends  ■,  often  zealouily 
exhorting  Friends  thereto,  as  well  as  to  proceed 
orderly  with  refpect  to  Parents ,  Guardians, 
jufthce  and  Equity  on  all  Accounts. 

*  J 

‘  Y 

And  when  it  plealed  the  Lord  to  concern 
his  faithful  Servant  George  Fox,  to  fet 
up  and  eftablifh  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings, 

to 
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to  take  Care  of  thofe  Things,  our  dear  Friend 
William  Edmondson  rejoiced  there¬ 
at,  and  gladly  clofed  therewith  :  So  that 
Monthly  and  Provincial,  as  alio  National 
Half-Yearly  Meetings  were  appointed  in  this 
Nation,  and  have  been  kept  up  to  this  Day, 
which  have  been  of  great  and  good  Service  tor 
the  Ends  before  mentioned,  many  having 
reaped  great  Benefit  and  Advantage  thereby, 
and  have  Caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  the  fame. 

*  , 

Our  faid  Friend  was  a  diligent  Attender  of 
fuch  Meetings  (as  well  as  thole  more  particu¬ 
larly  appointed  for  performing  divine  Worfhip 
to  Almighty  God)  and  was  greatly  concerned, 

? That  none  might  be  admitted  Members  thereof, 
but  fuch  as  were  of  clean  and  orderly  Conver- 
fations ,  walking  as  Examples  to  the  E/ock, 
having  a  Concern  upon  their  Minds  for  the 
Promotion  of  Truth  and  Righteoufnefs  in  the, 
Earth.  Fie  many  Times  had  good  Service  in 
fuch  Meetings,  by  being  clearly  opened  (in 
the  Word  of  Life)  to  declare  the  Qualifica¬ 
tions  neceflary  to  fit  Members  for  fuch  Meet¬ 
ings  and  Services,  beginning  at  thofe,  whom 
the  Lord  put  his  Spirit  upon  to  aflift  Mofes, 
who  were  Men  fearing  God ,  and  hating  Covet - 
oufnefs  ;  and  would  go  through  the  Law  and 
Prophets,  the  holy  Do&rines  delivered  by 
Chrift,  when  in  the  bleffed  and  prepared  Body, 
as  alfo  the  Difcipline  and  Order  in  the  primitive 
Church,  before  the  Apoftacy  entered,  and  the 
glorious  Prooiifes  how  it  fhould  be  in  the  latter 
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Days  in  the  Church,  coming  up  out  of  the 
Wilder nefs  ;  which  we  being  now  in  meafure 
Witnefies  of:  O!  the  great  Dread  and  Fear  we 

oug  t  to  be  under,  and  Concern  to  walk 
wortny  of  fo  great  Favours  and  Mercies. 

As  the  Lord  was  plea  fed  to  gift  him  for  the 
Mimftry,  fo  that  he  could  (peak  a  Word  in 
Seafon  to  the  States  and  Conditions  of  People  ; 
he  was  alfo  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pour  forth  the 
opirit  of  Prayer  and  Supplication  upon  him  in 
an  eminent  Manner;  f0  that  his  Appearance, 

\  when  in  the  Performance  of  that  Part  of 
divine  Worfhip,  was  in  that  Dread  and  Aw- 
fulnefs  upon  his  Spirit,  that  it  had  a  great 
Reach  and  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirits  of 
Friends,  caufing  many  Times  great  Tendernefs 
to  come  over  the  Meeting  ;  fo  that  the  Hearts 
of  the  Senfible  being  greatly  comforted  and 
refrefhed,.  were  inwardly  filled  with  Joy  and 
divine  Prailes  to  the  Mod;  High,  from  whom 

all  our  Mercies  both  fpiritual  and  temporal  do 
proceed. 

He  was  greatly  concerned  for  Peace  and 
Unity  in  the  Church,  and  that  tbofe  Things 
that  tended  to  break  the  fame  might  be  kept 
out.  Much  might  be  Laid  concerning  him, 
and  his  Paithfulnefs  to  God  and  Concern  for 
I  ruth,  and  the  Promotion  thereof;  as  alfo 
for  the  Good  and  Benefit  of  God’s  People, 
but  fball  refer  to  his  own  Journal,  and  other 
Teflimcnies  that  may  be  given  concerning 

him : 


concerning  William  Edmundson, 

him  :  So  (hall  conclude  with  fervent  Prayer 
to  the  Lord,  ‘ That  he  will  be  plea  fed  to  raife  up, 
gift  and  qualify  many  more  for  the  carrying  on 
the  glorious  Work  of  Reformation,  that  he  hath 
begun  to  the  Praije  of  P's  own  great  Name , 
who  is  worthy  for  ever. 

Given  forth  at  our  Province  Men’s  Meeting 
for  Lein  ft  er,  held  at  Cat  her  lough,  the  eighteenth 
of  the  fecond  Month  1713. 

Signed  by  Order,  in  Behalf  of 
the  faid  Meeting,  by 

John  Pi m. 

t  ■  *  ' 

Nicholas  Gribbell* 
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M un  fter  Trovince-  Meeting  concern¬ 
ing  William  Edmundson. 

S  to  our  dear  Friend  and  elder  Brother 


JTjL  in  the  Lord,  William  Edmundson, 
who  is  removed  from  us,  and  hath  finifhed 
his  Courfe  in  a  good  Old-Age,  and  no  doubt, 
is  entered  into  his  Manfion  of  Reft  and  Peace 
with  the  Lord  for  ever,  out  of  the  Reach  of 
the  Wicked,  and  the  Troubles  which  do 
attend  this  outward  Life,  as  well  as  the 
Aftaults  of  the  Enemy  of  all  our  Happinefs, 
whilft  in  it :  He  was  furely  one  of  the  Lamb’s 
Warriors  and  true  Followers,  and  approved 
himfelf  fo,  as  well  as  a  good  Pattern  and 
Example  to  thofe  he  left  behind  him. 

As  concerning  his  Convincement,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  bleffed  Truth,  by  whofe  Miniftry 
or  Means  it  was,  with  the  Time  when,  or 
where  ;  as  alfo  his  coming  forth  in  a  public 
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Teftimony,  and  his  great  Sufferings  by  Impri- 
fonment  many  Times,  with  other  hard  and 
cruel  Ufages  divers  Ways,  we  leave  the  Parti-* 
culars  of  thofe  Things  to  his  own  Journal  and 
our  Brethren,  the  Elders  of  the  Province- 
Meetings  of  Ulfler  and  Leinfter  ;  in  which 
Provinces  he  had  been  a  Dweller  ever  fince  his 
Settling  in  Ireland,  being  above  fifty  Years  ; 
knowing,  that  the  Friends  of  thofe  Parts  are 
the  moft  capable  of  being  particular  therein. 
Notwithftanding  which,  if  fome,  who  by 
Duty  and  Gratitude  have  been  obliged  to  com¬ 
memorate  thofe  worthy  of  double  Honour,  we 
think  it  no  lefs  our  Concern,  to  give  in  this 
fhort  Teftimony  with  our  Brethren  concerning 
him,  viz. 

That  from  the  firft  Knowledge  of  him  in 
this  Province,  which  fome  yet  remember,  and 
which  was  pretty  early  after  Truth  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  People  called  Quakers  in  this  Nation, 
he  came  into  Munfter  with  a  public  Teftimony, 
vifiting  Friends;  wherein  alfo  he  appeared 
fervently  zealous  for  Truth  and  the  Promotion 
of  it,  and  having  obtained  Mercy  to  be  faith¬ 
ful,  the  Lord  rewarded  his  Faithfulnefs,  by 
the  encreafing  of  his  Gift  in  a  large  Meafure, 
whereby  he  received  Power,  and  became  fitted 
to  be  an  able  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  and  an 
Inftrument  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord  for  the 
turning  many  to  Righteoufnefs.  And  many 
and  often  were  his  Vifits  in  the  Lord’s  Work, 
and  Service,  not  only  through  this  Province 
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and  Nation  of  Ireland ,  but  alfo  in  England ; 
befides  his  great  Labours  and  hard  Travels 
beyond  Seas,  in  feveral  Voyages  through  the 
American  Churches,  in  which  he  had  very 
great  Service  for  the  Lord,  not  only  in  the 
Work  of  the  Miniftry,  but  alfo  by  encountering 
Truth’s  Adverfaries,  Priefts  and  People  in 
public  Affemblies,  and  other  Times  concerned 
againft  bad,  loofe  and  libertine  People  in  divers 
Places,  who  made  a  Profefilon  of  Truth,  but 
not  dwelling  under  the  Crofs  and  Yoke  of 
Chrift,  were  as  the  unfavoury  Salt  to  the  People 
of  the  World,  and  a  Grief  and  Burthen  to 
faithful  Friends.  In  which  Services  the  Lord’s 
Power  eminently  attended  him,  to  the  making 
him  as  a  Wall  of  Brafs  to  the  confuting  of 
Truth’s  Adverfaries,  as  well  as  a  Help  in  Time 
of  Need,  for  reftoring  and  helping  others. 
For  indeed  the  Lord  had  qualified  him  in  both 
Refpedts,  and  had  endued  him  with  a  very 
large  Underffanding  in  the  Things  appertain¬ 
ing  to  his  Kingdom.  Sound  he  was  in  Doc¬ 
trine  and  in  Judgment  ;  plain  in  Preaching, 
and  free  from  Affcdfation  :  In  Apparel  and 
Gefture,  grave  ;  in  his  Deportment,  manly  j 
of  few  Words  till  a  juft  Occafion  offered, 
and  very  exemplary  in  Life  and  Converfation  ; 
very  much  might  be  truly  laid  of  this  Man  of 
God,  which  we  omit  for  Brevity’s  Sake,  and 
becaufe  we  believe  others  will  be  more  large: 
But  in  a  Word,  may  fay,  he  was  freely  given 
up  and  devoted  to  the  Service  of  the  Lord, 
and  great  was  his  Care  and  Concern  for  the 

whole 
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,  •»  # 
whole  Flock  of  God  in  genera!,  That  they 

might  grow  in  his  Truth-,  and  in  particular  was 
made  a  Bleffing  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord  to 
this  Nation:  A  Man  of  a  Thoufand  for  pro¬ 
moting  Virtue  in  the  many  Branches  thereof, 
as  well  as  a  fharp  Inftrument  for  threlhing  and 
cutting  down  that  which  was  evil  and  hurtful 
in  the  Churches. 

The  lad  Vifit  he  made  into  this  Province, 
was  in  the  Year  1711,  being  then  in  much 
Weaknefs  of  Body,  yet  fervent  in  Spirit,  and 
his  Minidry  as  lively  and  acceptable  as  ever; 
and  fo  took  his  Leave  of  Friends  in  Mun/ler, 
where  he  came  in  more  than  ordinary  Tender- 
nefs  and  Brokennefs  of  Spirit ;  after  which, 
he  vifited  us  no  more,  but  grew  weaker  and 
more  feeble  till  his  Difl'olution,  which  was  in 
the  Year  1712.  May  the  great  Lord  of  the 
Harvefl  raife  up  more  juch  Labourers  in  his 
Vineyard,  is  the  Defire  of  our  Souls . 

Signed  by  Order,  in  Behalf 
of  the  laid  Meeting,  by 

Waterford,  the  fecond  of  THOMAS  WlGHT. 

the  ninth  Month  1713.  t  r> 

13  Joseph  Pike. 
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Friends  of  Mountmelick  Monthly - 
Meeting ,  concerning  our  dear 
and  ancient  Friend  William 
Edmundson,  whom  the  Lord 
hath  been  pie  a  fed  to  remove  from 
us  by  Death  ;  and  though  it  be 
our  Lofs,  we  believe  it  is  his 
great  Gain. 

» 

E  was  a  Man  that  was  early  called 
forth  to  labour  in  the  Lord’s  Vineyard, 
and  he  was  made  inffrumental  in  the  Lord’s 
Hand  for  the  Good  of  many,  and  had  a  great 
Share  in  hearing  the  Burthen  in  the  Heat  of 
the  Day,  which  he  cheerfully  underwent,  and 
was  endued  with  Valour  and  Courage  fitted  for 
the  Work  it  p!  eafed  God  to  call  him  to  ;  and 
in  the  Times  of  the  Sufferings  of  Friends  in 
this  Nation,  he  had  a  deep  Share  of  both,  in 
Body  and  Goods ;  and  when  he  was  at  Liberty, 
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hc  was  very  fervieeable  to  Friends,  in  laying 
their  Sufferings  before  the  Rulers,  for  he 
was  enabled  to  Rand  before  them,  and  he  had 
good  Succefs,  the  Lord  helping  him  in  his 
Service  and  Labour  of  Love,  and  Friends’ 

Liberty  was  wrought,  which  was  Gladnefs  of 
Heart  to  him,  and  Comfort  to  them. 

He  was  a  Man  that  dearly  loved  Truth  and 
the  Profpetity  thereof  before  any  thing  in  this 
World.  For  this  was  his  ufual  Practice,  when 
the  Lord  had  laid  any  Service  before  him  to 
do,  he  readily  anfwered,  preferring  it  before 
his  own  outward  Affairs  ;  and  in  the  Will  of 
God,  he  undertook  long  and  perilous  Travels 
feveral  Times  into  America,  as  may  appear  by 
his  Journal,  fpending  himfelf  and  his  Subftance 
for  the  Gofpel’s  Sake  and  the  Good  of  Souls. 

And  for  the  Promotion  of  Truth,:  he  gladly 
joined  with  that  eminent  Servant  of  the  Lord, 

George  Fox,  and  others  in  this  Nation,  about 
fettling  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings,  and 
when  fettled,  he  laboured  in  them,  and  ma¬ 
naged  with  all  his  Underftanding  ;  and  he  was 
alio  concerned  in  fettling  other  particular 
Meetings  for  performing  Worfhip  to  Almighty 
God,  and  where  Friends  thought  themfelves 
weak  to  keep  to  Meetings,  he  often  would  go 
and  vifft  them,  and  if  there  was  any  thing  that 
appeared  dubious,  he  was  very  helpful  by  way 
of  Advice,  as  the  Matter  required  :  He  was 
ready  and  willing  to  ferve  the  Lord,  his  Truth 
and  People,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  with 

that 
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that  Ability  and  Subfiance  that  God  had  given 
him.  For  notwithllanding  the  Charge  he  was 
at  by  his  frequent  Travels,  yet  he  was  very  ex¬ 
emplary  and  open  in  Collections  for  the  Poor, 
and  contributing  towards  building  of  Meeting- 
Houfes,  &c.  and  was  very  open  and  free  in 
his  own  Houfe,  entertaining  many  Friends. 

Although  he  was  a  Man  fharp  in  his  Tefti- 
mony  againfl  the  tranfgreffing  Nature,  yet 
when  he  was  fenfible  that  any  were  dejeCted, 
or  caft  down  in  a  deep  Senfe  of  their  own 
Unworthinefs,  he  was  very  tender  towards 
fuch,  and  willing  to  reach  forth  a  Hand  to 
help  them,  both  by  comfortable  Advice  and 
fervent  Prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  their 
Strength.  The  Care  of  the  Churches  was 
much  upon  him  ;  he  was  alfo  deeply  fenfible 
of  the  common  Calamity  that  was  coming 
upon  this  Nation,  which  he  prophetically 
fpoke  of  in  his  Teftimony  through  moft  Parts 
thereof,  in  Meetings  feveral  Years  before  it 
came  to  pafs,  with  a  Word  of  Encouragement 
to  Friends,  'That  if  they  were  of  that  Number 
that  jighed  and  mourned  for  the  Abominations 
that  were  committed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
hand,  the  Lord  would  jet  a  Mark  upon  fuch , 
and  would  /pare  them.  For  that  the  Lord  had 
determined  to.  dung  the  Earth  with  the  Car  caffes 
of  Men  ;  and  many  yet  living  are  Witneffes  of 
the  fulfilling  thereof  in  lome  meafure  :  And  as 
it  drew  nearer,  O  !  how  earneflly  was  he  con¬ 
cerned,  calling  to  Friends  for  Something  that 

might 
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might  be  as  an  Offering  to  God,  both  for  the 
Nation  and  Prefervation  of  his  People  ;  and  did 
ioin  with  Friends  in  pouring  forth  Prayers 
with  Tears  to  God  on  this  Account,  which 
we  believe  the  Lord  gracioufly  heard  and 
anfwered  in  preferving  their  Lives. 

•  \  .  * 

He  was  very  helpful  and  {Lengthening  to 
Friends  in  thofe  Times  of  great  Calamity;  he 
was  alfo  concerned  in  addreffing  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  chiefeft  Men  in  Authority  on  the 
Behalf  of  Friends  and  the  Englifh  Inhabitants, 
.and  they  commonly  would  hear  him,  and 
often  granted  Relief ;  he  was  careful  in  advihng 
Friends,  ‘J hat  they  ffould  not  touch  with  any 
thing  of  Goods ,  where  Property  was  dubious,  in 
thofe  Times  ;  and  when  the  War  was  over, 
and  Friends  began  to  fettle  in  the  Country, 
his  Care  was,  That  Friends  might  fettle  neat- 
together ,  and  alio  that  they  might  keep  within 
the  Bounds  of  Truth  and  Moderation ,  in  all 
their  Trading  and  Dealing.  He  laboured. 
That  Friends  might  be  preferred  out  of  the  vain 
Faff  ions  and  Cujloms  of  the  World  ;  and  was 
for  many  Years  under  a  deep  Exercife,  That 
they  might  not  take  an  undue  Liberty  in  exceeding 
Chrifl’s  Precept  of  Lea  and  Nay,  inflead  of  an 
Oath.  And  a  weighty  Concern  came  upon 
his  Spirit,  That  all  that  were  concerned  in  that 
great  Ordinance  of  Marriage,  might  feek  the 
Lord  in  their  Undertakings ,  that  worldly  Ends 
might  not  be  the  chief  Object. 


Fie 
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He  was  a  valiant  Man  in  his  Day  for  the 
Truth,  having  a  Word  in  due  Seafon  which 
was  precious  to  many  ;  often  concerned  in  ex- 
hortiog  Friends  To  do  their  Days  Work  in  their 
Day  :  He  was  a  Man  whofe  Heart  was  indite— 
ing  good  Matter,  and  as  a  good  Houfholder, 
brought  forth  Things  new  and  old  ;  and  often 
adviling  Friends  when  they  offered  any  thing 
in  Meetings,  whether  in  Do&rine  or  Difcipline, 
That  they  jhould  wait  to  feel  to  offer  in  a  living 
Scnfe.  He  had  many  large  Openings  into  the 
Myfteries  of  Chrift’s  Kingdom,  often  conclu¬ 
ding  Meetings  in  Prayer  to  the  Comfort  of  many. 


He  lived  to  Old-Age,  and  continued  livingly 
zealous  for  Truth  ;  and  though  well  known  in 
many  Parts,  yet  for  good  Order’s  Sake,  efta- 
blifhed  among  Friends,  he,  even  in  Old-Age, 
requefted  a  Certificate  of  the  Monthly-Meeting 
to  which  he  belonged,  to  fignify  Friends’ 
Unity  with  him  when  he  travelled  abroad,  to 
England  or  other  Places,  in  the  Work  of  the 
Goipel,  from  Time  to  Time.  We  might  fay 
much  more  as  to  his  Service  for  Truth  among 
Friends,  and  of  our  Lofs  of  him  on  that  Ac¬ 
count  ;  and  though  he  be  taken  away  from  us, 

his  Memory  lives  and  remains  with  us. 

)  » 


Signed  by  Order,  in  Behalf 
of  the  f  'aid  Meeting ,  by 


Tobias  Pledwele. 
John  Barcroft. 
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CONCERNING 

Our  worthy  deceafed  Friend 

T  '  S 

William  Edmundson. 

»  -  :  *  v 
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TO  publifh  a  compleat  Character  of  this 
our  deceafed  Friend,  with  a  brief  Recital 
of  his  eminent  Services,  would  not  only  be  too 
voluminous,  but  alfo  too  great  an  Undertaking 
for  us  to  pretend  to  :  But  the  Value  we  have 
for  his  Memory,  who  fometimes  have  been 
favoured  with  his  Company,  induces  us  to  give 
this  fhort  Teftimony  concerning  him. 

He  was  a  Man  of  uncommon  Courage,  and 
the  Truth  invigorating  his  Underftanding, 
made  him  as  bold  as  a  Lion  ;  he  was  early 
convinced  of  the  everlafting  Truth,  and  foon 
after  was  publickly  engaged  in  its  Service  ;  he 
had  a  great  Share  of  natural  Parts,  though  not 
much  outward  Education  ;  and  he  who  enabled 
Gideon  of  old,  though  but  of  a  mean  Tribe 
and  Family,  and  advanced  him  to  be  a  great 
General  of  the  Hofl  of  Ifrael ,  making  him  a 

e  Deliverer 
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Deliverer  of  his  chofen  People  when  in  Diftrefs, 
the  fame  Almighty  Power  raifed  this  our  dear 
Friend,  and  led  him  from  an  outward  into  3 
fpiritual  Warfare,  in  which  the  Lord  his  God 
was  with  him,  covering  his  Head  as  in  the 
Day  of  Battle,  and  teaching  (according  to  the 
Words  of  the  Pfalmift)  his.  Hands  to  war  and 
bis  Fingers  to  fight ,  fo  that  he  thereby  became 
fuccefsful  in  thofe  Engagements  whereunto  his 
great  Maftgr  called  him. 

He  had  a  found  do&rinal  Miniftry,  accom¬ 
panied  with  great  Authority,  and  therefore 
might  very  well  be  termed  a  Son  of  Thunder ; 
yet  in  the  Exercife  of  his  Gift,  the  heavenly 
Oil  of  the  Kingdom  did  frequently  drop  from 
his  Lips,  to  the  Confolation  of  his  Brethren. 

He  was  endued  with  a  good  Underftanding 
in  the  Law  of  God,  recorded  by  his  Servant 
Mofes  in  the  holy  Scriptures  ;  and  was  won¬ 
derfully  gifted  in  opening  the  true  Signification 
of  the  Types  and  Figures  therein  contained, 
fometimes  fymbolizing  them  with  their  Anti¬ 
types,  or  Things  fignified  thereby,  letting 
forth  the  Defign  and  Wifdom  of  the  great 
Law- giver. 

And  at  other  Times,  would  particularly 
delcribe  the  Vefiels  of  the  outward  Temple, 
and  excellently  apply  the  Ufe  of  them  to  a 
inyftica!  Signification,  relating  to  the  latter 
'Houle,  the  Temple  of  God,  the  Glory  of 
■  which 


coiicer ning  W  1  t  L  I  AM  EdMUNDSON. 

which  (according  to  divine  Predi&ion)  was  to 
excel  that  of  the  former. 

And  to  render  him  yet  more  compleat,  the 
Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  in  a  high  Degree* 
to  qualify  him  for  Government  in  the  Chuich, 
wherein  he  was  zealoufly  as  well  as  early 
engaged  for  promoting  the  holy  Difcipline 
thereof  ;  and  flood  firm  to  the  lafl$  in  Oppo- 
fltion  to  every  thing  that  tended  to  introauce 
an  undue  Liberty,  that  the  Camp  of  the  Lord 
might  be  kept  clean,  fo  that  the  Beauty  of 
Truth  might  fhine  forth  more  brightly  among 

us. 

Having  given  a  brief  Hint  of  fome  of  his 
Qualifications,  we  may  alfo  lay,  he  W3S,  with 
the  holy  Apoftle  Paul,  made  willing  to  fpend , 
and  be  fpent  in  the  Way  of  his  Duty,  and  was 
not  daunted  at  the  various  Exercifes,  Dangers 
and  Sufferings  which  attended  him  in  his 
Travels,  that  were  great  in  Ireland  (the  proper 
Place  of  his  Refidence)  Barbadoes,  the  Lee - 
ward- IJlands,  and  divers  Parts  on  the  Continent 
of  America  :  Befides,  the  frequent  Viflts  he 
made  to  England ,  the  Place  of  his  Nativity, 
which  he  continued  to  perform  in  his  Old- 
Age  ;  it  being  very  obfervabie,  the  Strength  of 
his  Love,  Zeal  and  Underflanding  remained 
with  him  to  the  laft. 

It  may  therefore  be  juflly  faid,  the  Removal 
of  fo  well  qualified  and  fo  lerviceable  an 

e  2  Inftrument 
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Inilrument  cannot  but  be  a  great  Lois  to  the 
Church  in  general,  though  more  particularly 

to  thofe  who  moil  frequently  partook  of  his 
Labours. 


Let  us  therefore,  who  are  yet  remaining, 
with  humble  Souls  and  contrite  Spirits,  pray 
the  great  Lord  of  the  Harveft,  To  raife  up  and 
fend  forth  many  more  fuch  faithful  Labourers , 
that  the  great  TV*. irk  of  Converfion  and  Reforma- 

tion  may  be  carried  on  to  the  Glory  of  his  worthy 
Name. 


Ixindon,  the  fecond  of  the 

feventh  Month  1714* 


Samuel  Waldenfeild. 
ohn  Feild. 

Henry  Gouldney. 
John  Writing. 

James  Hoskins. 
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TESTIMONY 


Mary  Edmundson,  concerning 
her  late  Husband  William 

4  ,  4  !  y'  ■-  t  y  k  «  '  ’i  ?  *  *  •«  \  -  •* 

Edmundson. 

IT  having  pleafed  the  Lord,  from  whom 
we  receive  ail  fore  Mercies  and  true  Com¬ 
forts,  to  favour  me  with  the  Company  and 
Help  of  fo  good  and  heavenly-minded  a  Mao, 
as  this  my  dear  deceaied  Hufband  was.  In¬ 
deed,  I  did  not  efteem  it  as  the  lead:  of  many 
Mercies,  bellowed  on  me  by  a  good  and 
gracious  God  ;  and  though  I  am  very  fenfible, 
that  his  being  taken  from  me,  is  my  great  Lofs, 
yet  I  am  well  affured  it  is  his  great  Gain  s 
For  as  a  Shock  of  Corn  in  foil  Seafon,  did  the 
Lord  gather  him  to  himfelf,  in  the  eighty-fifth 
Year  of  his  Age. 

AH  the  Time  of  our  being  together  (which 
was  about  fourteen  Years)  I  may  fav,  he 

fhewed 
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fhewed  forth  a  godly  Life  and  exemplary 
Converfation  j  being  coupled  with  the  Fear  of 
God,  and  bounded  thereby  in  his  Eating, 
Drinking,  or  whatfoever  he  was  employed  in  ; 
careful  in  all  Things  wherewith  the  Lord 
(whom  he  ferved)  favoured  him,  ready  and 
willing  to  receive  and  entertain  honeft- hearted 
Friends,  whofe  Company  was  delightfom  to 
him.  He  was  a  tender  Hufband  to  me,  and 
gave  very  tender  and  wholfom  Advice  to  my 
Sons  >  he  was  an  eminent  and  ferviceable  In- 
ftrument  in  the  Lord’s  Hand,  in  the  Churches 
of  Chrift,  both  in  Do&rine  and  Difcipline, 
not  only  at  Home  in  this  Nation,  but  Abroad 
in  other  Countries  and  Iflands,  to  which  he 
was  freely  and  faithfully  given  up  :  In  all 
which  I  have  good  Ground  to  believe,  he  was 
not  chargeable  to  the  Churches,  but  often 
adminiftred  to  others  Neceffities. 

The  Lord  blefled  him  with  that  Underftand- 
ing,  that  he  was  as  a  Father  and  Inftrudlor  to 
Thoulands  j  having  a  Sight  of  Things  to  come, 
he  forefaw  a  Dearth  that  was  at  hand,  above 
thirty  Years  ago,  before  it  came  to  pats,  and 
in  feveral  prophetic  Teftimonies,  which  I 
heard  him  bear  before  the  late  calamitous  ' 
Times  of  War  in  Ireland ,  he  teftified,  Ibat 
the  Lord  would  dung  the  Earth  with  the  Carcaff'es 
o f  Men,  which  he  lived  to  lee  fulfilled.  He 
was  a  conftant  Frequenter  of  Meetings,  both 
Half-Yearly,  Quarterly  and  Monthly  ;  and 
alfo,  of  particular  Meetings  at  Home,  though 
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many  Times  but  weak  in  Body  by  reafon  of 
Old-Age.  And  in  Meetings  of  Difcipline  in 
the  Church,  when  Things  went  according  to 
the  Line  of  Truth,  he  was  like  a  Man  healed, 
if  he  was  fick. 

*  v  / 

As  he  lived  in  Obedience  to  the  Lord,  fo  it 
appeared,  he  was  fitted  and  prepared  for  his 
great  Change  :  For  a  while  before  his  Ilnefs, 
of  which  he  died,  he  took  fome  Time  to  view 
over  his  Papers  and  Writings,  that  he  had 
written  on  Truth’s  Account,  and  had  juft 
finifhed  and  put  them  in  Order  a  few  Hours 
before  he  took  his  Bed,  and  feemed  ready  for 
the  Time  of  his  Diffolution,  fignifying,  That 
he  had  Nothing  to  do,  but  to  wait  for  it,  which 
he  earneftly  defir ed,  if  it  were  the  Lord's  Will, 
might  not  be  long.  In  the  Time  of  his  Ilnefs, 
many  heavenly  Expreffions  dropped  from  him, 
to  the  Edification  and  Comfort  of  thofe  pre~ 
fent ;  and  though  his  Diftemper  was  fomewhat 
fharp  and  tedious,  yet  he  bore  it  with  much 
Patience,  and  ended  in  great  Peace  and  Quiet- 
nefs,  and  no  doubt  is  entered  into  Peace  and 
Reft  for  evermore. 

Mary  Edmundsow. 
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IT  pleafed  the  Lord  to  endue  him  with 
eminent  Gilts  above  many,  both  with 
Refpedl  to  the  Miniftry  and  Government  in 
1  the  Church,  for  the  Prefervation  thereof,  in 
and  under  the  Government  of  Chrift  Tefus, 
and  Bounds  of  his  holy  Spirit,  that  all  might 
*  by  their  Converfations,  adorn  the  Gofpel,  and 
fhine  as  Lights  in  the  World  ;  and  many  have 
Caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord  for  his  Service  in  the 
Churches  in  many  Places,  in  which  he  was  a 
found  and  faithful  Labourer,  and  underwent 
many  Hardships  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  in  a 
faithful  Performance  thereof. 

He  travelled  in  this  Nation,  in  rough  and 
hard  Times,  as  alfo  in  England ;  and  went 
early  over  to  America ,  and  in  thofe  Iilands 

where 
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where  he  came,  was  very  ferviceable  in  corl- 
vincing  many,  and  fettling  Meetings  both  for 
the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Difcipline, 
not  fparing  himfclf  or  his  Subfiance,  to  perform 
the  Lord’s  Work,  unto  which  he  was  called 
for  the  Good  of  Souls :  He  was  a  true  Prophet 
of  the  Lord  ;  fharp  in  Reproof  to  obdinare 
Sinners,  yet  tender  in  Advice  to  the  Penitent  j 
found  in  judgment;  and  had  an  Awe  over  the 
Wicked,  Light  and  Airy  ;  but  an  Enconrager 
of  Well-d  oers  :  He  was  excellent  in  his  Gift 
to  divide  his  Minilfry,  according  to  the  States 
and  Conditions  of  People  to  whom  he  was 
concerned,  not  miffing  Points  aimed  at  on 
Truth’  s  Account,  the  Lord  having  given  him 
a  clear  Difcerning  of  what  was  for  Truth,  and 
what  againft  it. 

He  had  an  excellent  Gift  in  Prayer,  and 
was  often  gracioully  anfwered  by  the  Lord  ; 
Nothing  feemed  more  joyful  to  him  than  the 
Profperity  of  Truth,  or  more  afflicting  than 
its  being  oppofed  by  a  contrary  Spirit :  He  was 
a  careful  Father  over  us  his  Children,  both  in 
Advice,  Reproof  and  Correction,  as  Need 
required,  as  well  as  in  providing  Things  need¬ 
ful  for  his  Family  ;  but  above  all,  he  fought 
our  Growth  and  Settlement  in  the  Truth  (in 
which  he  lived,  and  was  a  prudent  and  good 
Example  to  us  all  to  follow,  both  in  Words 
and  Actions)  yet  notwithftanding,  he  met 
with  Affliction  from  fome  of  his  Children, 
yvho,  difregarding  his  Example  and  zealous 

f  Concern 
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Concern  for  their  Good,  forfook  their  Educa¬ 
tion  in  feveral  Refpe&s,  which  was  often  a 
great  Grief  to  him. 

Much  more  might  be  faid,  but  (hall  leave  it, 
knowing  there  will  be  other  Teftimonies;  and 
although  the  Lofs  of  fuch  a  Father  is  not  eafily 
forgotten  by  any  well-minded  Children,  yet 
we  believe  that  our  great  Lofs  is  his  great  Gain  : 
For  as  he  lived  in  the  Truth,  he  was  fenfibly 
preferved  in  a  difcernable  Concern  for  the  Pro¬ 
pagation  thereof  to  his  laft  Moment. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  thirty-firfl  Day  of 
the  fixth  Month  1712,  being  in  the  eighty- 
fifth  Year  of  his  Age  ;  and  was  accompanied  to 
his  Burial  bv  Friends  from  feveral  Parts,  and 
other  Neighbours  ;  and  was  decently  interred 
in  Friends’  Burying-place  at  ‘Tined,  near  Rojje - 
nallis ,  the  fourth  Day  of  the  feventh  Month 


following, 

Tryal  Edmundson. 
Abigail  Edmundson. 
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Mary  Fayle. 

Eleazar  Sheldon. 

Susanna  Sheldon. 
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WlLtlAM  EdMUNDSON.^ 
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ATeftimony  lives  in  my  Heart  to  give  to 
the  Memory  of  my  true  and  worthy 
Friend  William  Edmundson.  He 
was  a  Man  with  whom  I  have  had  fome 
Acquaintance  above  thirty  Years,  but  more 
intimate  and  nearly  acquainted  with  about 
fifteen  Years  laft  pail,  it  having  been  my  Lot 
to  be  often  with  him  in  Travel  and  Labour  in 
the  Service  of  the  Gofpel,  both  in  England  and 
Ireland-,  fometimes  among  Friends,  and  fome- 
times  in  Places  where  none  were,  who  bore 
the  Name  of  Quakers  ;  and  in  all  Places  where 
we  travelled,  his  Service  for  God  was  great,  to 
the  flopping  the  Mouths  of  Gainfayers,  and 
convincing  many  of  the  Way  of  Truth,  by 
directing  and  turning  People’s  Minds  from 
Darknels  to  Light,  and  from  the  Power  of 
Satan  to  God  lo  that  many  became  the  Seals 

f  2  of 
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of  his  Miniftry,  which  he  delivered  in  great 
Plainnefs,  not  in  Words,  which  Man’s  Wifdom  ' 
teacheth,  hut  in  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit 
and  of  Power.  And  in  his  Travels  he  was 
very  careful  not  to  make  the  Gofpel  charge¬ 
able  ;  and  had  a  great  Zeal  againft  the  hireling 
Teachers,  who  iought  for  their  Gain  from 
their  Quarter,  and  looked  after  the  Fleece 
more  than  the  Flock  :  And  for  his  Teftimony 
againft  fuch,  he  oft  went  through  great  Suf¬ 
ferings,  both  in  Body  and  Goods  j  as ’the  Book 
of  Sufferings  and  his  following  Journal  fhow. 


As  to  his  Travels  in  America ,  I  fhall  not  fay 
much,  leaving  it  to  them  that  were  more  ac^ 
quainted  with  his  Service  there,  and  his  own 


Account  thereof  in  the  enfuing  Pages ;  though 
I  have  heard  him  fay,  That  he  went  through 
great  Exerci/es  among  them  both  in  Body  and 
Spirit  ;  there  arifmg  many  vain  and  unruly 
Talkers  among  them ,  7 do  gave  great  Trouble  to 
the  Churches ,  and  it  fell  to  his  Lot  often  to  deal 
with  fuch  :  For  indeed  he  was  a  Man  fitted 
for  fuch  Service,  beyond  any  other  that  ever  I 
was  acquainted  with  ;  and  great  was  his  Care 


to  have  fuch  made  maniftft,  and  a  Stop  put  to 
them,  that  they  might  proceed  no  further, 


wherever  he  met  with  them  ;  but  cfpecially 
that  fuch  might  be  kept  out  of  Men’s  Meetings: 
For  lie  was  careful  that  the  Authority  of  Truth 
in  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings  might  be  kept 
up,  whc'c  the  Lore’s  Bufrn.efs  was  and  is 
managed,  that  the  Members  thereof  might 
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be  FAITHFUL  Men  and  FAITHFUL 
Women,  fearing  GOD  and  hating  Covetoufnefs , 
that  fo  true  Judgment  and  Juft  ice  might  be 
maintained  and  kept  up  in  all  thefe  Meetings, 
without  Refpedt  of  Perfons  ;  and  Judgment 
placed  on  all  unruly  and  diforderly  Perfons, 
that  fo  God’s  Houfe  might  be  kept  clean,  which 
Holinefs  becomes  for  ever. 

”  *  '  .  > 

•  •  •  !  *  •*  '  i  J  i,  / 

He  was  not  one  who  fought  after  Popularity, 
but  was  rather  fhy,  not  intimate  with  any 
he  had  not  Trial  and  true  Knowlege  of,  nor 
willing  to  lay  Hands  fuddenly  on  any  ;  but  of 
thofe  he  had  a  Trial  and  found  faithful,  he 
was  a  great  Encourager  in  the  Lord’s  Service  ; 
and  I  have  oft  heard  him  fay,  It  was  great 
Satisfaction  to  him ,  to  fee  Friends  come  up  in 
their  Service  the  Lord  had  fitted  them  for  ;  and 
great  was  his  Concern  to  ftir  up  thofe  the  Lord 
had  gifted  to  anfwer  their  reipedtive  Services, 
by  doing  their  Day’s  Work  in  their  Day, 
while  Ability  of  Body  and  Underftanding  was 
continued.  Wherein  he  was  an  excellent 
Pattern  to  us  all,  in  that  he  lpared  not  himfelf 
while  his  Abilities  were  continued  to  him,  but 
even  to  Old-Age  did  perform  Service  and  Tra¬ 
vels  beyond  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  in 
which  he  would  often  fay,  “The  Lord  was  his 
Song  and  his  Strength ,  who  had  carried  him 
through  many  and  various  Exerci/es  and  Perils 
ef  divers  Sorts :  But  the  greateft  Trials  he  met 
with,  were  falfe  Brethren,  who  oppoted  the 
good  Order  of  Truth,  which  the  Lord  has 

eftabiiilied 
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eftabliflied  among  us,  whofe  Oppofidons,  both 
private  and  more  public,  he  like  a  Rock, 
immovably  withftood,  and  as  a  fixed  Star  in 
the  Firmament  of  God’s  Power  did  remain, 
holding  his  Integrity  to  the  laft. 

He  was  one  that  truly  fympathized  with  his 
fuffering  Brethren  and  Sifters,  not  fparing  him- 
felf  to  obtain  their  Relief  and  Enlargement, 
when  clofe  confined  in  Prifon  for  their  Tefti- 
mony  again  ft  the  hireling  Teachers,  and  the 
great  Oppreflion  of  Tithes  (which  came  in 
with  the  Apoftacy  among  the  Chriftians,  and 
will  go  out  again  with  the  Downfal  of  the 
Whore  and  falfe  Prophets)  by  applying  himfelf 
to  the  Perfons  concerned,  and  fometimes  to 
the  chief  Governors  :  For  he  was  a  Man  of 
an  undaunted  Spirit,  grave,  meek,  free  from 
Affedfation  in  Speech  and  Carriage,  and  there¬ 
fore  fit  to  ftand  before  Princes  ;  and  in  fuch 
Services  be  was  often  very  fuccefsful,  the  Lord 
opening  a  Way,  and  profpering  his  Endeavours. 
The  Gain  of  all  he  was  ready  to  confecrate  to 
the  Lord,  and  not  to  any  Abilities  of  his  own, 
whether  natural  or  acquired,  having  a  large 
Share  of  the  former,  though  he  had  not  much 
of  the  latter  ;  being  a  Man  of  no  great  Learn¬ 
ing  as  to  the  outward,  yet  had  the  Tongue  of 
the  Learned,  fo  as  to  (peak  a  Word  in  Seafon 
to  the  Conditions  and  Capacities  of  moft  :  For 
he  was  found  and  profound  in  the  Myfteries  of 
Life  and  Salvation. 

This 
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This  eminent  Elder  and  Overfeer  in  the 
Houle  of  God,  was  one  of,  if  not,  the  firft 
Inftrument  in  the  Hand  of  God,  in  this  Gene¬ 
ration,  to  publifh  his  everlafting  Truth  through 
this  benighted  Ifland,  and  diredt  the  Inhabitants  e.  iie- 
thereof  to  the  marvelous  and  infhining  Light  laud* 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  glorious  Son  of  Righte- 
oufnefs.  In  the  Difcharge  of  his  Service  in 
the  Miniftry,  he  perfevered  with  fuch  Con- 
ftancy,  Faith  and  Fidelity,  that  it  pleafed  his 
great  Lord  to  beftow  on  him,  as  an  additional 
Favour,  a  large  Underftanding  in  the  right 
Ground  of  Government  and  Difcipline  in  the 
Church,  in  which  he  earneftly  laboured  for 
univerfal  Love,  Unity  and  good  Order,  in  anc^ 
through  all  the  Churches  of  Chrift,  preferring 
the  Honour  of  God  before  all  Things  elfe  ; 
and  many  Times  Things  would  open  in  him 
to  Admiration,  fhewing  to  rich  Men  and  the 
eager  Getters  of  this  World,  the  Danger  they 
were  in  of  hurting  themfelves,  by  hindering 
their  Growth  in  the  Truth.  Nay,  I  cannot 
fet  forth  half  the  Service  he  had  among  us ; 
but  this  I  am  fure  of,  the  Churches  of  this 
Nation  will  have  a  great  Lofs  of  him  :  For 
indeed  the  Care  of  the  Churches  was  daily 
upon  him,  and  too  few  there  are  to  ftand  in 
the  Gap  againft  Iniquity,  or  that  will  expofe 
themfelves,  as  he  did,  in  dealing  plainly  with 
every  -one,  not  letting  Sin  pals  unreproved, 
nor  Faults  untold,  lharply  reproving  obftinate 
Offenders,  but  mildly  admonishing  the  Senfible 
and  Penitent.  A  Man  of  Truth  indeed,  who 

fometimes 
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fometimes  did  tell  us,  He  was  glad  when 
looked  back  and  considered  how  he  had  [pent  hi* 
^Time^  (ince  the  Day  it  p leafed  the  Lord  to  lay  his 
Hand  upon  him ,  and  call  him  into  the  Mini  dry  ; 
and  by  a  careful  Search,  could  not  find  that  he 
*was  behind  with  his  Days  Work . 

\  t 

*  *  f 

When  he  was  taken  Tick  he  fent  for  me, 
before  my  Return  from  the  Yearly-Meeting  at 
London ;  and  the  next  Day  after  I  came  Home 
I  went  to  fee  him,  and  found  him  very  weak 
but  very  feniible,  and  he  freely  imparted  his 
Mind  to  me  in  feveral  Things,  and  particularly 
about  the  Regulation  of  Men  and  Women’s 
Meetings,  Of  which  Regulation ,  faid  he,  there 
is  abfoiute  Need ,  and  that  he  believed  fame  would 
come  to  fee  the  Necefjity  thereof  more  than  they 
had  ever  yet. 

I  Raid  w:th  him  about  four  or  five  Days,  in 
which  Time  I  obferved  Nothing  proceed  out 
of  his  Mouth,  fave  what  ftill  fhewed  his 
Concern  for  Truth,  and  the  good  Order  of  it ; 
and  when  I  went  to  take  Leave  of  him,  he 
laid,  IV e  have  had  many  good  Meetings  together , 
1  believe  we  Jhdll  meet  in  Heaven  ;  and  this  he 
fpoke  very  tenderly.  In  a  few  Days  after 
'  which,  he  departed  this  Life  in  a  good  Old- 
Age  and  full  of  Days,  being  aged  near  eighty- 
five  Years,  and  a  Minifier  fifty-feven  Years ; 
and  I  doubt  not,  but  he  hath  obtained  a 
Reward  of  durable  Riches,  a  Crown  of 

Righteoufnefs, 
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Righteoufnefs,  and  his  Memorial  is  bleffed, 
for  he  was  a  Father  in  Ifrael  in  his  Day. 

Furthermore,  though  this  our  Friend  was  a 
Man  oppreft,  afHidted  and  troubled  in  his  Life 
Time,  yet  now  he  is  removed  to  where  ihe 
Voice  of  the  Opprejfor  is  no  more  heard,  but  the 
Wicked  ceafe  jrom  "Troubling ,  and  the  Weary 
are  at  Reft  from  their  Labours ,  and  their  Works 
do  follow  ;  receiving  the  Reward  of  Peace,  and 
Sentence  of  Well  done ,  faithful  and  good  Ser¬ 
vant,  enter  thou  into  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord: 
Which  that  we  may  all  fo  labour  for,  as  that 
we  may  be  counted  worthy,  with  this  our 
aged  Friend  at  laft,  is  the  fincere  Defire  and 
Travel  of,  Reader, 

Thy  Friend,  who  wifheth  the  Welfare 
of  all  Men,  both  here  and  hereafter, 

George  R  o  o  k  e. 
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Thomas  W  ilson  concerning 

W ILLIAM  EDMUNDSO  N. 


I  Have  a  fhort  Teftimony  to  give  in,  to  the 
Life  and  Memory  of  my  ancient  and 
dear  Friend,  William  Edmundson, 
deceafed.  The  full  Time  I  came  into  this 
Nation  of  Ireland ,  he  was  in  Prifon  in  Mary¬ 
borough  Goal,  where  my  Companion  and  I 
went  to  fee  him,  he  lat  down  with  us  to  wait 
upon  the  Lord  in  Silence,  and  in  a  little  Time 
began  to  fpeak  to  us  in  the  Openings  of  Truth, 
in  which  he  declared  the  Myfteries  of  Chrift’s 
Kingdom,  directing  us  to  an  inward  Stilnefs 
and  Quietnefs  of  Mind  ;  and  fpoke  of  the 
Humility  of  the  Lord’s  Prophet,  when  there 
was  a  milling  Wind,  Earthquake  and  Fire, 
wherein  the  Lord  was  not ;  but  the  Prophet’s 
Head  being  covered  with  his  Mantle,  until  it 
was  calm  ;  in  the  Calm  the  Voice  of  the  Lord 
was  known,  as  a  Hill  fmall  Voice ;  and  faid, 

This 
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* This  is  an  excellent  Paf'age  for  you  young  Men 
to  obferve,  for  fome  have  gone  out  from  their 
Gifts  in  thefe  Rujhings ;  and  much  more  to 
that  Effect,  which  was  very  luitable  to  the 
prefent  Exercife  of  my  Mind  ;  I  then  being 
young,  and  in  great  Poverty  of  Spirit,  and 
affraid  of  the  Wiles  and  Transformations  of 
Satan,  left  he  fhould  betray  my  Underftanding, 
which  I  believe  this  Man  of  God  had  a  true 
Senfe  of. 

Since  which  it  hath  been  my  Lot,  to  follow 
him  in  his  Service  for  Truth  in  many  Places, 
efpecially  in  America ,  and  I  may  lafeiy  fay, 
‘That  I  always  found  his  Services  were  very 
great ,  and  that  he  left  a  fweet  Savour  behind 
him. 

I  was  alfo  with  him  in  the  Time  of  his  Ilnefs 
whereof  he  died,  under  which  he  lay  in  an 
heavenly  and  fweet  F rame  of  Spirit,  and  feemed 
defirous,  if  it  was  his  heavenly  Father’s  Will, 
to  be  removed  out  of  this  World.  And  one 
Time  Ipeaking  of  his  natural  Faculties,  how 
they  failed  him,  fo  that  he  was  not  capable  of 
doing  Service,  as  heretofore  he  had  been,  I 
told  him,  1  aid  believe  that  he  had  done  his 
Days  Work  in  his  Day .  and  that  it  would  be 
well  with  him.  I  alfo  defired,  If  he  had  any 
thing  by  way  of  Counfel  and  Advice  to  leave  to 
thofe  that  might  remain ,  he  would  communicate 
it  to  us.  And  after  a  Time  of  filent  Waiting, 
lie  was  enabled  to  fit  up,  and  fpeak  what  was 
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in  his  Mind  ;  the  Subftance  whereof  was  to 
this  E fie <ft :  That  the  Lord  had  a  great  Work  to 
do  in  the  Earth,  though  many  did  not  fee  it 
and  that  he  would  work  a  great  Regulation  and 
Reformation  among  many  ;  and  that  his  glorious 
Day,  which  was  broken  forth,  would  rife  higher 
and  higher  upon  his  People.  It  was  a  bowing, 
melting  Seafon,  ending  in  Prayer  and  Suppli¬ 
cation  to  the  Lord,  who  I  am  fatisfied,  hath 
taken  his  Spirit  to  himfelf,  to  inherit  everlaft- 
ing  Reft. 

Thomas  Wilson. 

it*  >  *  i  *  *  *.  *  * 
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James  Dickinson  concerning 

Will  I  A  M  EdMUNDSON. 


I  Have  in  mv  Heart  a  Tdtimony  to  give  to 
the  Lord’s  Power,  manifefted  through  his 
Servant  William  Edmundson,  who 
was  called  into  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  laboured  in  it  many  Years. 
The  Lord  railed  him  up,  and  made  him  as  a 
Battle-Axe  in  his  Hand,  and  a  Rod  to  corredt 
flubborn  Children,  and  as  an  Hammer  to  beat 
down  that  which  was  wrong  ;  he  was  a  Terror 
to  Evil-doers,  and  both  loved  and  efleemed  by 
the  Sincere-hearted,  becaufe  of  his  Faithfulnefs 
and  Integrity  to  that  Truft  and  Charge  the 
Lord  had  committed  to  him. 

I  believe  he  loved  all  Men,  yet  feared  no 
Man  lo  as  to  give  Truth’s  Caufe  away  ;  many 
deep  Exercifes  he  went  through,  and  Perils  by 
Sea  and  Land,  for  the  difcharging  himfelf  of 
that  Concern  which  was  laid  upon  him,  which 
he  did  in  great  Boldnefs  and  Sincerity.  He  was 
^  ®  ^  1  vce 1 1,  and  place  Judgment 
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upon  it,  where  he  met  with  it.  The  Lord 
who  called  him,  flood  by  him,  and  guided 
him  by  his  Wifdom.  He  was  zealous  againft 
all  Pride  and  Superfluity,  and  hammered  it 
down,  not  fparing  the  Guilty  ;  yet  one  who 
loved  Decency  and  Cleannefs,  knowing  Truth 
led  to  it. 

He  was  made  ufe  of  to  rebuke  many  filthy 
and  unruly  Spirits,  both  in  Europe  and  America, 
efpecially  the  Ranters  in  New-England ,  who 
were  filthy,  brutifh  and  beaftly,  under  Pre¬ 
tence  of  Sandlity  and  Holinefs.  He  had  a 
hard  Part  of  the  Work  committed  to  his  Share 
(yet  the  Lord  furnifhed  him  throughly  for  it) 
and  was  bent  in  his  Mind  to  get  it  done  while 
he  had  Time,  labouring  to  ftir  up  all  to  make 
ufe  of  the  Time  while  they  had  it. 

The  Lord  raifed  him  up,  and  made  him 
what  he  was,  that  was  good,  and  hath  taken 
him  to  himfelf,  who  is  able  by  his  great  Power 
to  raife  up  others,  to  carry  on  his  great  Work 
of  Reformation  in  the  Earth,  to  his  own 
Glory,  and  Man’s  Salvation.  I  defire  Lhe 
Lord  may  bow  all  by  bis  Power  into  faithful 
Obedience  to  him ,  even  unto  Death,  that  he  may 
give  them  a  Crown  oj  Life. 

James  Dickinson. 

Be  thou  faithful  unto  Death,  and  I  will  give  thee 
a  Crown  of  Lire,  Rev.  ii.  io, 

THE 
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John  Bousted  concerning 
William  Edmundson. 


MY  Acquaintance  with  him  for  many 
Years  was  fuch,  that  I  ioved  him  dearly 
and  honoured  him  truly,  as  one  that  ruled  well 
in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  worthy  of  double 
Honour  for  his  Service  Sake.  He  was  endued 
with  a  large  Gifc  for  the  Miniftry,  and 
preached  the  everlafting  Gofpel  freely,  as  an 
undaunted  Warriour  of  the  Lamb,  bold  in 
atTerting,  and  valiant  in  (uffering  for  the  Teffi- 
monv  committed  to  his  Truft,  and  fkilful  in 
his  Miniftry  to  divide  the  Word  aright,  clear 
fighted,  and  deep  in  divine  Things  ;  and 
greatly  inftrumental  in  gathering  many  to  the 
Truth,  and  in  fettling  of  Meetings  in  divers 
Places  ;  and  zeaioufly  concerned  for  the  pro¬ 
moting  of  Chrifiian  Difcipline  in  the  gathered 

Chu  rches. 
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Churches,  'That  all  might  be  preferred  in  the 
comely  Order  of  the  Gofpel ;  and  efpecially. 
That  his  Brethren  in  the  Mini  fir y  ^  and  other 
gifted  Elders  for  Government  in  the  Churchy 
might  walk  circumfpeclly  without  Blame  or  Re¬ 
buke  ;  in  all  Things  adorning  the  Gofpel  of  Jefui 
Chrifl ,  as  good  Examples  to  the  Flock. 

i 

Some  were  pleafed  to  call  him,  The  great 
Hammer  of  Ireland,  becaufe  of  his  powerful 
Miniftry  ;  for  having  known  the  Word  of  the 
Lord,  as  an  Hammer  and  a  Fire  to  break  and 
diffolve  his  own  Heart,  which  no  doubt  had 
been  hard  when  concerned  in  outward  War, 
(of  which  fee  a  further  Account  in  his  follow-* 
ing  Journal)  he  by  the  fame  Word  of  God, 
was  made  as  an  Hammer,  fharp  Inftrument 
and  Axe  in  the  Hand  of  the  Lord,  whereby 
many  were  broken  and  cut  to  the  Heart:  Yea, 
lome,  like  the  tall  Cedars  and  ftrong  Oaks, 
were  hewn  down  by  the  Power  of  the  Word 
that  dwelt  in  him.  He  was  as  a  Flame  againft 
Evil,  and  inftrumental  in  turning  many  to 
Righteoulnefs.  I  can.  but  hint  a  little  of  the 
Services  of  this  good  Man,  and  worthy  Elder 
in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  but  fhall  refer  to 
other  Teftimonies  that  may  be  given  of  him 
by  fuch  as  are  more  capable  thereof,  and  to 
the  Journal  of  his  Travels  for  a  further  Account 
concerning  him,  who  having  done  a  good 
Day’s  Work,  hath  received  his  Reward,  and 
entered  into  the  Reft  prepared  for  him,  and 
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for  all  them  that  love  and  fear  the  Lord. 
May  it  pleafe  the  Lord  of  the  Harveft,  tv  raife 
up  other  faithful  Labourers  therein  ;  for  the 
Harveft  is  great.,  and  Juch  Labourers  but  a 
jew. 
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TE  STIMONY 

CONCERNING 


My  clear  deceafed  Friend  W  i  l- 

LI  AM  EdMUNDSON. 


HE  was  a  Man  whom  I  fo  dearly  and 
tenderly  loved  for  thofe  Virtues  that 
dwelt  in  him,  that  few  of  our  Ancients  were 
a  more  frequent  Epiftle  in  my  Remembrance 
than  he  :  The  Foundation  of  which  Love, 
was  the  Rock  of  Ages,  that  had  made  him 
fo  ferviceable  in  his  now  Ijrael ,  whom  he 
hath  brought  out  of  Captivity,  and  chofen  to 
be  his  People  through  Chrift  Jefus,  to  expe¬ 
rience  his  Reign  and  Kingdom  ;  by  whom 
alfo  this  my  entirely  beloved  Friend  was  fandti- 
fted  and  made  inftrumental,  yea,  a  Co-worker 
among  many  Brethren,  to  (hew  to  Mankind 
the  Way  to  Salvation  ;  and  verily  (to  me) 
being  dead,  he  fpeaketh.  His  Valour  for  Truth, 
Nobility  before  its  Enemies  ;  his  godly  and 
holy  Zeal  againtt  Impiety  and  (eigned  Holi- 
nefs  ;  his  inceffant  Labours  and  Travels  both 
by  Sea  and  Land,  to  gather  to  Chrift,  and 


Christopher  Winn’j  Teflimony. 

that  the  Churches  gathered  might  be  rooted 
and  grounded  in  him,  confirms  me  that  he 
was  a  Man  of  God,  and  faithfully  ferved  him 
in  his  Time.  I  may  fay  (becaufe  I  believe  it) 
The  Lord  /poke  by  him,  and  his  Word  was  in 
his  Mouth ;  indeed  to  me  he  Teemed  to  be  as  a 
Boanerges,  or  Son  of  ‘Thunder ,  his  Miniftry 
was  fo  powerful  in  the  Demonftration  of  the 
Spirit :  Furthermore,  his  pious  and  fervent 
Zeal  to  plant  a  helpful  Difcipline  among  the 
Churches,  both  in  his  own  and  other  Nations, 
much  manifefted  his  Love  to  God  and  his 
People,  and  that  the  Anointing  dwelt  in 
him.  Dominion  and  Praife  to  God  the  Sandti- 

fier.  Amen. 

I  further  teftify  with  the  Apoftle  Peter , 
That  no  Man  can  do  the  W ork  of  God,  nor 
fpeak  as  his  Oracle,  but  as  he  doth  it  by  the 
Ability  God  giveth,  being  only  as  a  Steward  of 
the  manifold  Grace,  that  God  in  all  Things  may 
be  glorified,  through  Jefus  Chrifi  :  In  which 
Ability  it  was  evident,  this  my  honoured 
Friend  miniftered  .to  the  Saints,  of  which  I 
(with  many  more  weightier  Brethren)  am  a 
Witnefs,  and  incline  to  commemorate  a  parti¬ 
cular  Inftance,  viz.  At  Hartjhaw  in  Lanca - 
fhire  (where  I  was  prefent)  the  Lord  made 
ufe  of  him  as  his  Trumpet,  to  give  a  certain 
Sound  to  Admiration  ;  then  exprefling  that. 
That  Morning  the  Word  of  the  Lord  burned  in 
him  as  a  Fire  ;  by  which  Word,  not  only  the 
Tender-hearted  were  quickned,  but  the  Neg- 
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ligent  and  Obdurate  awakened  to  profitable 
Confiderations  of  their  mifpent  Time  :  Alfo  a 
fignal  Token  of  his  Love  to  his  Countrymen 
did  appear,  by  his  prudent  Ailing  to  obtain  a 
Meeting  in  his  deceafed  Father’s  Houfe,  where 
(that  I  know  of)  was  never  any  kept  before 
that  Time,  viz.  near  Kirby- Stephen  in  Wefl- 
moreland,  which  Meeting  was  obtained  and 
held  by  himfelf,  and  was  of  a  good  Report 
and  Service  in  the  Country.  And  Friends  in 
thefe  Parts  fince  that  Time  having  often  had 
Meetings  at  the  above-mentioned  Kirby ,  God 
has  been  pleafed  to  blefs  that  good  Undertaking 
begun  by  our  deceafed  Friend  William 
Edmundson,  with  that  happy  Succefs 
that  fome  have  been  there  convinced  and 
turned  to  him,  the  Almighty  Lord,  our  Shield 
and  Sanituary  ;  unto  whom  (hall  Renown  be 
■  given,  praying,  That  he  may  be  pleajed  to  order 
(by  his  Wifdom)  our  Converfation  aright ,  that 
we  may  honour  him  in  our  earthly  Tabernacles  ; 
and  that  he  may  raife  up  many  fuck  to  bear 
the  Ark  of  the  Teftimony .  before  the  Brethren, 
as  our  ancient  deceafed  Friends  have  done ,  not 
loving  their  Lives  unto  Death  for  Jefus’s  Sake. 
So  to  God  the  Father,  with  his  Son  Jefus 
Thrift,  be  afcribed  Praife  and  Glory,  World 
without  End. 

»  •  %  >  4  -  '  ..  ,  t; 
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William  Edmund  son. 


\  ' 


U  R  dear  Friend,  whom  it  hath  pleafed 


God  to  remove  from  us,  was-  a  very 
heavenly-minded  Man,  and  one •  that  was 
deeply  concerned  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and 
the  Good  of  Souls :  He  was  an  able  Minifter 
of  the  Goipel,  and  laboured  abundantly  there¬ 
in,  and  his  Labours  were  made  very  effedlual 
to  many.  The  Care  of  the  Churches  was 
much  upon  him,  and  he  was  greatly  concerned, 
That  Sion  might  arife  and  jhake  herjelf  from 
the  Dujt  of  the  Earth ,  and  put  on  her  beautiful 
Garments,  that  Jo  fee  might  (bine  f  orth  in  her 
Glory  and  Beauty.  •  I  am  inwardly  thankful 
unto  the  Lord  for  raifmg  him  up,  and  that 
he  was  pleafed  fo  long  to  prolong  his  Days, 


for 


/ 
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for  the  Benefit  of  his  Church  and  People:  For 
through  his  Faitbfulnefs,  he  was  made  a  great 
Blefling  to  the  Church  of  Chrift  in  many 
Refpetfts  ;  and  I  believe,  that  Children  yet 
unborn  fhall  be  made  to  blefs  God  upon  his 
Account.  It  is  Matter  of  great  Rejoicing  to 
me  and  many  more,  that  as  the  Lord  made 
him  fo  eminently  ferviceable  in  his  Hand,  he 
was  preferved  in  Faithfulnefs  to  the  End  of 
his  Days. 

1 

In  a  Letter  I  had  from  him  fome  Time 
before  his  Departure,  he  fignified,  ‘That  he 
•, was  well  in  the  Lord  ye  fits  Chrift ,  by  whom  his 
inward  Man  was  renewed  Day  by  Day ,  and 
that  the  Lord  was  his  Song  and  his  Strength. 
Thus  this  good  Man,  after  he  had  pafled 
through  many  and  various  Exercifes,  which 
he  met  with  upon  the  Account  of  that  holy 
Teftimony  the  Lord  had  called  him  to  bear, 
was  made  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  him,  in 
whom  he  had  believed. 

The  Removal  of  this  faithful  Elder,  with 
fome  other  faithful  Witnefles  of  late,  is  no 
finall  Lofs  to  the  Church  of  Chrift  ;  O  1  that 
the  Senfe  thereof  may  have  a  very  deep  Im- 
prenion  upon  all  our  Hearts,  that  we  may 
inwardly  wreftle  with  the  Lord,  to  raife  up 
many  faithful  Labourers  in  their  Stead, 


And 
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I  - 

And  now,  dear  Friends,  you  who  are 
brought  to  be  acquainted  with  that  divine 
Power,  by  which  many  of  our  worthy  Friends 
that  are  taken  from  us,  were  fo  excellently 
qualified  and  fitted  for  the  Work  unto  which 
they  were  called  ;  there  are  ftrong  Defires  in 
my  Soul,  'That  you  may  wait  in  deep  Humility 
of  Soul ,  to  feel  the  Jame  divine  Power  to  fit  and 
qualify  you ,  that  fo  ye  may  come  up  in  their 
Places ,  who  have  faithfully  Jerved  the  Lord  in 
their  Generation. 

\ 

And,  as  many  of  you  know,  that  this  true 
Prophet  of  the  Lord  prophefied  before  the  late 
Troubles,  That  God  would  dung  the  Earth  with 
the  Carcafies  of  Men ,  which  has  fince  been 
fulfilled  ;  fo  I  would  likewife  put  you  in 
Mind,  how  he  hath  prophefied,  fince  the  late 
Wars,  of  another  diftreiling  Time  that  is  like 
to  come,  if  the  People  be  not  humbled  j 
which  Prophecy,  I  believe,  in  the  Lord’s 
Time  will  be  fulfilled,  if  not  prevented  by 
Repentance.  Therefore  prepare  to  meet  your 
God,  0  Ifrael  l  and  fee  that  ye  abide  in  your 
Tents,  left  through  your  going  out  into  thofe 
Things  which  provoke  the  Lord  to  Anger, 
ye  be  cut  off  with  the  Wicked. 

\  • 

0  /  that  we,  that  the  Lord  in  Loving - 
kindnefs  and  Mercy  has  been  gracioufiy  pleafcd 
to  vifit,  may  be  fo  preferved  in  Faithfulnefs 
to  the  End,  that  in  the  winding  up  of  our  Time 

here , 


^  '  »  <  . 


Benjamin  Holme’*  Tt ; 


here,  we  may  have  a  Part  in  that  Kingdom  of 
Reft  and  Joy,  into  which  this  our  dear  deceafed 
Friend  is  already  entered , 


Benjamin  Holme. 


From  Lifmoync  In  the  County  of 
Wdimeath  in  Ireland,  the  fif¬ 
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William  E  d  m  u  n  d  s  o  n. 


HAVING  a  Concern  upon  my  Spirit, 
to  write  a  few  Lines  concerning ’that 
ancient,  honourable  and  faithful  Elder,  Wil¬ 
liam  Edmundson.  I  teftify,  he  was  a 
Man  that  I  dearly  loved  and  honoured  in 
the  Truth,  furely  he  was  worthy,  being 
faithful  ;  a  valiant  Man  for  the  Lord  he 
was  in  his  Day,  even  one  of  the  Valiants  of 
Jfrael,  and  that  in  the  firft  Rank,  that  would 
not  turn  his  Back  on  Truth’s  Enemies  :  He 
was  manly,  of  a  good  Prefence,  but  would 
often  be  tendered  and  broken  in  Spirit,  even 
as  a  Child  ;  when  Truth  fuffered,  he  {offered  ; 
when  it  rejoiced,  he  rejoiced  :  Pie  was  plea- 
fant  in  Converfation,  but  of  an  awful  Pre¬ 
fence  ;  his  Countenance  grave  and  folid,  that 
it  both  adminiftered  Reproof  and  Comfort  ; 
his  Miniftry  powerful  and  fearching,  in  Prayer 

1  fervent, 
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fervent,  profound  and  prevailing,  fo  that  many 
Times  he  made  the  Drooping  and  Heavy- 
hearted  to  rejoice. 

His  Care  for  the  Church  was  very  great, 
and  after  the  late  Troubles,  he  had  a  more 
than  ordinary  Concern  for  the  Settling  of 
Friends,  and  that  they  might  be  near  Meet¬ 
ings  ;  but  his  great  Concern  was,  That  Friends 
might  be  preferved  out  of  the  too  eager  Purfuit 
after  the  Riches  of  this  World ;  which  Concern 
expofed  him  to  the  Cenfure  of  fuch  as  did 
not  well  confider  their  own  Good,  and  was 
fomewhat  the  Caufe  of  his  meeting  with  great 
and  hard  Exercifes  :  Yet  through  all,  the 
Lord  flood  by  and  preferved  him  to  the  End 
of  h  is  Days,  a  faithful  Teftimony-bearer  for 
the  Truth.  Ele  was  made  a  Bleffing  to  Friends 
in  this  Nation,  on  feveral  Accounts.  He 
would  often  fay,  That  the  Love  and  too  eager 
Purfuit  of  Riches  and  Greatnefs  of  this  World , 
•was  ike  chief  Engine  the  Enemy  of  Truth  had 
to  hurt  us,  as  a  People  ;  and  often  warned 
Friends  to  beware  of  it :  And  through  Mercy, 
many  do  reap  the  Benefit  of  his  fatherly  Care, 
and  tender  Advice,  for  the  Good  of  all. 

His '  Concern  was  great,  That  Love  and 
Unity  might  be  preferved  in  the  Church ,  and 
all  Things  kept  out  that  might  have  a  Tendency 
to  lay  wafte ,  or  hurt  the  Prafperity  thereof : 
So  having  ferved  his  Generation  in  Faithful- 

aefs, 
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nefs,  and  attained  to  a  good  Old-Age,  is 
gathered  to  his  Reft,  far  above  the  Reach  of 
his  Perfecutors  ;  for  he  had  fuffered  much  on 
Truth’s  Account,  and  (as  he  would  often  fay) 
keep  his  Tejlimony  clear  in  all  the  Branches 
thereof. 


William  Sand  with* 

Ballynacarrick,  the  fourth  of 
the  third  Month  1714. 
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SECT.  I. 

Giving  an  Account  of  his  Birth ,  Parentage , 
Trade,  Marriage  and  Convincement,  &c. 


Was  born  at 
Ia?id,  in  the 
'  Year  1627, 
Names  were  John 
Father  was  well 
who  knew  him, 
knew.  I  was  the 
Parents  had,  my 


Little-Mufgrove  in  Wejlmor-  1627. 
North  of  England ,  in  the 
my  Father  and  Mother’s  Little 
and  Grace  Edmundjon.  My 
accounted  of  among  .Men  movland, 
and  religious  in  what  he  ^aCQ, 

youngeft  Child  of  fix  my  Birth.  * 
Mother  died  when  I  was 
B  '  about 
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York. 


Great 
Open  m£s 
concern¬ 
ing  the 
Tilings 
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about  four  Years  old,  my  Father  alfo  when  I 
was  about  eight  Years  old  :  We  were  left  to 
the  Care  of  my  Uncle,  my  Mother’s  Brother, 
who  ufed  us  hardly  ;  and  my  Brothers  and 
Sifters  left  him,  but  I  (laid  with  him  feveral 
Years,  being  young.  My  eldeft:  Brother,  who 
was  Heir  to  the  Eftate  my  Father  left,  when 
he  came  to  the  Age  of  twenty-one  Years,  with 
my  eldeft  Sifter’s  Hufband,  went  to  Law  with 
my  Uncle  about  our  Portions,  and  other  In¬ 
juries  and  Wrongs,  and  they  fpent  much 
Money.' 

In  thofe  Times  I  went  through  many  Hard- 
fhips  and  Exercifes  of  divers  Kinds ;  after  fome 
Time  fpent,  I  was  bound  Apprentice  in  York 
to  the  Trade  of  a  Carpenter  and  Joiner,  where 
I  lived  fome  Years  :  In  which  Time  the  Lord 
began  to  woik  in  the  Hearts  of  many  People 
in  that  City,  fo  that  great  Openings  in  the 
Things  of  God  were  both  in  Preachers  and 
Hearers.  Then  the  Lord  began  to  vifit  me 
with  his  Judgments,  and  to  fet  my  Sins  before 
me :  Many  Times  I  was  under  great  Exercifes 
concerning  my  Salvation,  alfo  about  Ele&ion 
and  Reprobation.  So  many  Things  wrought 
mightily  in  my  Mind  about  Religion,  that  I 
was  often  brought  very  low  in  my  Spirit,  and 
at  public  Worfhip  in  the  Steeple- Houfe,  at 
Times,  the  Lord’s  Judgments  would  feize  upon 
me  heavily  ;  one  Time,  in  the  public  Worfhip, 
the  Eland  of  the  Lord  was  lo  upon  me,  that 
1  fhed  fuch  Abundance  of  Tears  in  weeping 

and 
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and  bewailing  my  wretched  State,  that  the  1640. 
Piieft  and  Congregation  took  Notice  of  me, 
but  none  did  diredt  me  aright  to  the  Phyfician 
that  could  heal  my  wounded  Spirit. 

About  this  Time  I  went  into  the  Parliament’s  pariia- 
Army,  and  there  continued  part  of  the  War  ments 
betwixt  the  King  and  Parliament  5  and  when  ‘ 
that  was  over  I  went  into  Scotland  under  Oliver  Scotland. 
Cromwell  in  the  Year  1650,  and  the  Lord  be-  jftro, 
gan  afrefli  with  me,  and  many  Times  his  heavy 
Judgments  would  feize  upon  me  and  bring 
me  low  in  a  Confideration  of  the  State  of  Lite 
I  lived  in,  and  what  the  End  would  be  ;  and 
fometimes  his  Mercies  would  fpring  in  my 
Heart  to  my  great  Refiefhment,  and  caufe 
Tears  of  Joy  and  Gladnefs  ;  but  I  knew  not 
the  fecret  Hand  that  was  dealing  with  me, 
neither  met  I  with  any  that  did  inform  me, 
although  in  the  Army  we  had  many  high  Pro-  HighPro- 
feffors  of  Religion.  And  fometimes  when  I 
had  been  on  Service  moft  of  the  Day,  and  was  jn  the 
lying  down  in  my  Tent  at  Night,  then  would  Army, 
arife  in  my  Mind  the  eminent  Dangers  I  had 
palled  that  Day,  and  the  narrow  Efcapes  my 
J  ute  had,  and  what  would  have  become  of  my 
Soul,  if  I  had  fallen  irr  that  Uncertainty  of  my 
future  Happinefs,  with  Reiblutions  to  turn  to 
the  Lord  by  Repentance  and  Amendment  of 
Life  ;  but  when  Adtion  prefented,  which  I 
was  adtive  in  at  tha*  Time,  I  got  over  it  again 
in  my  Vanity. 
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In  tne  Year  1651,  the  Scotch  Army  marched 
for  England ,  we  tollowed  and  engaged  them 
at  Worceder ,  and  overthrew  their  Army  ;  after 
the  Fight  I  was  troubled  in  Mind  for  my 
Vanity,  for  the  Lord  preferved  my  Life  dill  ; 
but  I  fled  from  Judgment,  and  made  merry 
over  God’s  Witnels  in  my  Confcience,  which 
teftified  againft  me.  From  thence  we  were 
commanded  to  the  Jjle  of  Man ,  which  was 
delivered  to  us,  and  in  two  Weeks  Time  re¬ 
turned  to  England,  and  quartered  in  Derbyjhire 
at  Chejler field  and  Towns  thereabout :  At  which 
Time  the  common  Difcourfe  of  all  Sorts  of 
People  was  of  the  Quakers,  and  various  Reports 
were  of  them  ;  the  Priefts  every-where  were 
angry  againft  them,  and  the  bafer  Sort  of 
People  Ipared  not  to  tell  ftrange  Stories  of 
them  ;  but  the  more  I  heard  of  them,  the 
more  I  loved  them,  yet  had  not  the  Opportu¬ 
nity  to  (peak  with  any  of  them. 

* 

One  Market-Day  at  Chejlerfield ,  I  was  in  a 
Tavern  with  others  of  my  Companions,  and 
two  Women  of  the  People  called  Quakers 
ipoke  of  the  Things  of  God  to  the  People  in 
the  Maiket ;  I  did  not  hear  of  them  until  they 
A  Prieft  were  gone,  but  the  Prieft  of  the  Town,  and 
!oaftfd  cf  fcVeral  whh  him,  abufed  them:  When  they 
had  done  they  came  to  the  1  avern,  into  the 
Room  where  I  and  my  Companions  were,  it 
being  a  large  Dining-Room,  where  the  Prieft 
boafted  of  what  he  had  done  to  the  two 
Women,  thinking  we  would  praife  him,  but  I 
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loved  to  hear  of  the  Women,  and  hated  his  1651. 
Behaviour  towards  them. 

A  young  Man  a  Merchant,  then  prefent, 
who  frequented  my  Company,  and  would 
often  fpeak  of  the  laid  People  called  Quakers, 
and  fay  their  Principles  were  the  Truth,  hear- 
%  ing  the  Pried:  boad  of  his  abufive  Behaviour  to 
the  laid  two  Women,  anfwered  and  faid,  It 
• was  a  poor  Victory  he  had  gotten  over  two  poor 
Women  ;  at  which  the  Pried  was  very  angry, 
and  began  to  dorm  :  My  Spirit  rofe  againd 
him,  I  darted  up  from  my  Seat,  and  afked  the 
Pried  and  them  with  him.  If  they  came  to 
quarrel  t  Saying,  If  they  did,  they  Jhould  have 
enough ;  but  the  Pried  anfwered,  No,  not  with 
you  Sir.  I  bid  them  leave  the  Room,  which, 
they  pielently  did  ;  but  thefe  Things  came 
dole  to  me,  and  the  more  i  heard  of  this 
People  the  better  I  loved  them,  and  earned 
Defires  fprung  afrelh,  that  the  Lord  would 
fhew  me  the  Way  of  Truth. 

After  fome  Time  fpent  in  divers  Exercifes,  1652. 
we  marched  again  for  Scotland,  at  which  Time  Scotland. 
I  had  a  Charge  of  fome  Men  for  recruiting 
other  Companies  then  in  Scotland,  I  marched 
th  em  with  our  Regiment  and  delivered  up  my 
Cfrarge  in  Scotland ,  then  left  the  Army,  came 
back  for  England,  and  viiited  my  Relations 
in  the  North;  from  thence  rode  into  Der-  Derby- 
byflnre ,  and  married  a  young  Woman,  to 
whom  I  was  contra&ed  before.  After  fome  ^;n|d- 

Time 
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Water¬ 

ford. 


1652.  rime  I  was  about  to  fettle  in  Derbyfhire  in  the 
Way  of  Shop- keeping,  at  which  Time  my  Bro¬ 
ther,  who  was  a  Soldier  in  Ireland ,  came  into 
England  to  ice  his  Relations,  and  highly  com¬ 
mending  Ireland ,  pcrfwaded  me  to  go  and  live 
there,  which  I,  with  my  Wife,  concluded  to 
do.  The  1  roop  my  faid  Brother  ferved  in, 
quartered  near  II  aterjord ;  we  propofed  to  our- 
felves  to  fettle  a  Trade  of  Merchandize  in  Wa¬ 
terford,  and  to  live  at  a  Place  two  Miles  from 
it,  where  we  could  pafs  and  repafs  in  our  Boat ; 
promiling  great  Matters  to  ourfelvcs  and  Re¬ 
ligion  befides  :  So  with  this  Refult,  when  my 
faid  Brother  returned,  I  fent  with  him  a  little 
Parcel  of  Merchant-Goods,  and  not  long  after, 
I,  my  Wife  and  Servant  went  for  Ireland , 
with  a  larger  Quantity  of  Merchant-Goods, 
Weflmor-  we  came  through  Wejlmorland  to  take  Leave  of 
land.  our  Relations,  and  fomc  of  them  went  with  us 
haven.  t0  Whitehaven ,  where  we  took  Shipping,  and 
Dublin,  landed  at  Dublin. 


Now  were  all  our  great  PromiLs  come  to 
Nothing,  and  the  Lord,  who  had  been  often 
Reiving  with  me  both  in  Mercy  and  Judgment, 
had  other  Service  for  me,  which  I  knew  not 
of,  and  was  a  meer  Stranger  to.  For  at 
Dublin  I  expected  that  my  Brother  had  made 
fome  Preparations  for  us  and  our  Trade,  but 
inftead  thereof  the  Troop  and  he  with  it  were 
marched  into  the  North  :  I  wrote  to  him,  and 
gave  him  an  Account  that  we  were  landed  ; 
in  the  mean  Time  I  was  ltrongly  importuned 

to 
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.to  fettle  in  Dublin,  Trading  being  then  very  1653. 
brifk,  and  Houfes  on  ealy  Terms,  it  being  not 
long  after  the  Plague ;  but  I  was  prevented  by 
a  lecret  Hand  that  I  did  not  then  know,  which 
preierved  me  from  the  Deceitfulnels  of  Riches, 
which  according  to  all  Probability  I  fhould 
have  been  laden  with,  as  with  thick  Clay,  and 
thereby  been  hindered  from  the  Lord’s  Service, 
as  fome  others  are. 

When  my  Brother  had  received  my  Letter, 
he  came  to  Dublin ,  with  Horfes  to  take  us 
into  the  North  to  Antrim,  were  their  Troop  Antrim, 
was  to  quarter;  there  I  took  a  Houfe,  and  my 
Brother  dwelt  with  me  :  The  Officers  of  the 
Troop  were  very  kind,  they  would  have  had 
me  rid  in  the  Troop,  and  receive  conftant  Pay, 
yet  might  follow  my  own  Eufinels  and  be 
Duty  free  ;  for  they  would  procure  an  Order 
on  their  own  Account,  none  being  then  ad¬ 
mitted  into  Troops  without  the  General’s 
Order  ;  but  I  refufed,  and  would  not  accept 
of  their  kind  Offers;  for  my  Inclinations  were 
after  Religion,  and  my  Confcience  began  to 
be  awakened  by  the  Lord’s  Hand  of  judg¬ 
ment  mixed  with  Mercy,  which  preferved 
me. 

I  foon  fold  thofe  Goods  I  brought  over,  and 
forthwith  went  for  England  to  buy  more  ; 
then  coming  into  the  North  of  '  England  North  of 
among  my  Relations,  at  which  Time  George  E"sIand- 
Pox  and  James  Naylor  were  in  that  Country,  GF-&j.N. 

James 
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1  5 3 *  Naylor  having  a  Meeting  about  three. 

Miles  from  where  I  was,  I  went  to  it  with  my 
elaelt  Brother  Thomas  and  another  Kinfman, 
having  an  earned:  Delire  to  have  Converfe  with 
lome  of  that  People,  retaining  a  Love  for,  and 
believing  well  of,  them  from  the  firft  hearing 
the  Report  of  them,  and  I  was  glad  of  this 
Opportunity,  and  we  were  all  three  convinced 
of  the  Lord’s  blefied  Truth  j  for  God’s  Witnefs 
Relations  jn  our  Hearts  anfwered  to  the  Truth  of  what 

cedofthewas  fpoken,  and  the  Lord’s  former  Dealings 
Tiuth.  with  me  came  frelh  into  my  Remembrance. 
Then  I  knew  it  was  the  Lord’s  Hand  that  had 
been  ftriving  with  me  for  a  long  Time.  This 
was  in  the  Year  1653. 


W.  E. 
and  two 
more 


Then  began  my  Undemanding  to  be  opened, 
and  many  Scriptures  were  brought  to  my  Re¬ 
membrance,  which  I  had  often  read,  yet  un- 
derftood  them  not  ;  but  now  being  turned  to 
a  Meafure  of  the  Lord’s  Spirit  manifefted  in 
my  Heart,  which  often  had  reproved  me  for 
Evil  in  my  Ignorance,  I  knew  it  was  the 
Truth  which  led  into  all  Truth,  agreeable  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Law  and  Prophets, 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  and  I  thought  all  that 
heard  it  declared  mull  needs  own  it,  it  was  fo 
plain  to  me.  A  few  Days  after  I  was  thus  far 
convinced  of  the  bleffed  Truth,  the  Lord’s 
Power  feized  upon  me  through  his  Spirit, 
whereby  I  was  brought  under  great  Exercifes 
of  Mind  and  Spirit  ;  yea,  all  my  Parts  came 
under  this  Exercife,  for  the  Lord’s  Hand  was 

mighty 
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mighty  upon  me,  in  Judgments  mixed  with  1653. 
Mercies  •,  fo  that  my  former  Ways  were  hedged 
up  :  But  I  loved  the  Lord’s  Judgments,  for  I 
knew  I  had  finned  againft  him,  and  mud  be 
purged  through  Judgment,  And  though  under 
this  Exercife  of  Confcience  towards  God,  yet 
I  did  my  Bufinefs  in  England,  and  fhipped  my 
Goods  to  be  landed  at  Carrickjergus  or  Belfa/i. 


SECT.  II. 


Reciting  feveral  difficult  Exercifes  he  went 
through ,  both  inwardly  and  outwardly,  betwixt 
his  Convincement  and  the  Setting  up  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  Meeting  at  Lurgan. 


WHILST  I  was  at  Sea,  Self  reafoned  Self  rea- 
ftrongly  to  fave  the  Duty  of  my  Goods, 
for  I  had  an  Opportunity  to  do  it,  the  Troop  ‘u 
my  Brother  belonged  to  quartering  at  Carrick- 
fergus  and  Belfaft ,  who  would  have  helped  me 
Night  or  Day,  but  I  durfi:  not  do  it,  my  Con¬ 
fcience  being  awakened  to  plead  for  Truth, 

Juftice  and  Equity  ;  yet  there  was  a  great  Con* 
tefi:  betwixt  Confcience  and  Self,  and  in  this 
Conflict  many  Scriptures  were  opened  in  my 
Underftanding,  That  Duties  and  Cufloms  ought  Duties  & 
to  be  paid  ;  and  though  Self  flruggled  hard  forCuftoms 
Mattery,  yet  at  laft  was  overthrown,  and  the  bCpaid? 
Judgment  of  Truth  prevailed. 

C 


1  landed 


IQ 


Carrick¬ 

fergus. 

Antrim. 


Carrick 

fergus* 
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I  landed  at  Carrickfergus,  there  a  Trooper 
readily  lent  me  his  Horfe,  and  I  rode  that 
Evening  Home  to  Antrim ,  where  my  Wife 
lived  ;  when  I  came  to  the  Door,  my  Brother 
came  forth  to  falute  me  with  his  ufual  Com¬ 
pliments  ;  but  the  Lord’s  Power  leized  upon 
me  at  that  Inftant,  he  was  {truck  amazed, 
went  in  and  fat  down  filent.  I  was  much 
broken  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord  before  them, 
and  my  Brother  made  no  Oppoffiion,  but  re¬ 
ceived  the  Truth  and  joined  with  it. 


I  returned  to  Carrickfergus  to  bring  my 
Goods  afhore,  but  the  Officers  required  an 
Oath  to  the  Truth  of  my  Bills  of  Parcels,  and, 
not  fuffering  them  to  come  afhore  without  it, 
would  have  feized  upon  my  Goods.  I  told 
them,  /  could  not  fwear ,  it  was  contrary  to 
Chrifi’s  Command  ;  which  feemed  a  flrange 
Thing  to  them,  having  not  met  with  the  like 
before  ;  but  the  Lord’s  Truth  and  Teftimony 
was  orecious  to  me,  and  after  fome  Time,  with 
much  Difficulty,  I  got  an  Order  to  bring  my 
Goods  to  the  CullonvHoufe  :  My  Deportment 
to  the  Officers  and  others  herein  was  a  Won- 
Rumours  der  to  them,  and  caufed  much  Difcourfe,  and 
fpread  of  varjous  Rumours  to  be  fpread  of  the  Quakers, 

l*rs.  and  of  me  in  particular. 


After  I  came  Home  with  my  Goods,  the 
Lord’s  Hand  was  heavy  upon  me  Day  and 
Night,  fo  that  I  travailed  under  a  great  War 
and  Conflict  betwixt  Flcffi  and  Spirit,  and  was 

much 
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much  caft  down  with  Sorrow  and  Trouble  of  1653. 
Mind  ;  but  none  there  underflood  the  Caufe 
of  my  Sorrow  and  Trouble,  or  gave  a  Word  of 
Comfort  to  cafe  me  ;  I  would  have  gone  far 
for  the  Company  of  an  experienced  Friend. 

My  Sleep  depaited  from  me,  and  many  Times 
in  the  Night  in  great  Trouble  of  Mind,  crying 
and  weeping,  I  wifhed  for  Day,  and  when 
Day  came,  my  Sorrows  remaining,  I  wifhed 
again  for  Night.  In  this  reftleis  State  I  had 
none  that  had  trod  this  Path  to  converfe  with  ; 
fo  that  the  Rumour  of  my  Condition  Ipread 
abroad  among  the  ProfeiTors  ;  many  would 
come  to  gaze  on  me,  jangle  and  contend 
againft  Truth,  and  fome  would  fay,  I  was 
bewitched  j  others,  1  was  going  mad.  So  Talk 
and  Rumour  concerning  me  fpread  a  great 
Way  among  People. 

About  this  Time  one  Miles  Bousjieid  came  M''es. 
from  England  to  Ireland ,  at  whofe.  Houfe 
George  Fox  had  been  ;  he  had  been  in  fome  land. 
Degree  convinced  of  the  Truth,  and  came 
away  upon  it ;  he  was  a  great  Talker  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  but  an  Enemy  and  a  Stranger  to  the 
Crofs  of  Chriff,  who  hearing  of  me,  and  of 
the  Exercife  I  was  in,  came  to  fee  me ;  I  was 
not  at  Home  when  he  came,  but  he  talked  to 
my  Wife,  and  fpoke  well  of  the  Quakers  and 
their  Principles,  feeming  to  be  mighty  glad 
that  he  had  found  iucb  a  Companion  as  I  was 
in  this  Nation,  and  the  Comfort  we  fhould 
have  of  one  another. 

C  a 
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,  When  I  came  Home,  my  Wife  told  me  of 
his  having  been  there,  and  the  Difcourfe  he 

lad  with  her,  which  I  was  glad  to  hear  of,  and 
foon  took  my  Horfe  and  rode  twelve  IVliles  to 
fee  him,  and  Raid  with  him  all  Night  ;  he 
talked  Abundance  of  Religion,  and  of  the  in¬ 
ward  Work  of  God  in  Man  by  his  Spirit,  and 
fpoke  well  of  George  Fox  and  James  Naylor , 
and  of  their  Dodlrine,  which  I  liked  well  ; 
but  faid.  He  knew  tbofe  Things  before  he  Jaw  or 
heard  them  ;  and  fpoke  much  of  his  Knowledge 
of  God  and  Chriff.  I  la t  in  Silence  with  At¬ 
tention  to  hear  him  ;  ,for  I  was  cafi  down,  poor 
and  low  in  my  Spirit,  yet  glad  that  I  had  met 
with  fuch  a  knowing  Man  in  the  Things  of 
God,  and  his  Work  in  Man  by  his  Spirit,  to 
advife  me  in  my  great  Troubles  of  a  wounded 
Spirit  :  So  he  advifed  me  to  be  chearful  and 
mtrry,  and  not  to  look  at  thofe  inward  Troubles, 
that  bowed  me  down  ;  which  was  the  Enemy's 
Tv  ork  to  lead  me  into  Dejpair ,  and  dejlroy  me, 
by  j wallowing  me  up  in  much  Trouble  ;  and  as  it 
was  plainly  manifef  that  God  had  a  Love  for 
me,  to  make  me  a  chojen  Vejjel  of  Mercy ,  he 
would  love  me  to  the  End ,  and  Nothing  in  me 
could  hinder  his  Love ,  or  jrujlrate  his  Will . 

This  Dodtrine  healed  me  without  the  Crofs 
of  Ch rill,  or  Self-Denial  \  which  anfwered  my 
Will  and  carnal  Defires;  fori  loved  the  Truth 
which  I  was  convinced  of,  and  would  have 
had  it,  together  wich  my  Carnalities,  flefhly 

Liberties, 
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Liberties,  worldly  Plealures  and  Profits  ;  fo  1653. 
when  the  Lord’s  Power  would  rife  to  bow  me 
down  under  his  Crof's,  I  would  reafon  againft 
it  with  thofe  Arguments  afore-mentioned,  and 
thereby  would  get  from  under  Judgment :  But 
this  Eafe  and  flight  Healing  lafted  only  about 
a  Week  ;  for  the  Lord  would  not  leave  me  fo 

y 

praifed  be  his  Name  for  ever,  whole  merciful 
Hand  preferved  me,  and  Power  took  frefh  Hold 
of  my  Heart  and  inward  Parts,  which  bowed 
me  under  his  Judgments,  and  opened  the  Eye 
of  my  Underftanding,  plainly  fhewing  me, 
there  was  that  alive  in  me  that  mud  be  cruci¬ 
fied,  which  oppofed  the  Will  of  God. 


Then  I  faw  where  Bousfield  was,  and  all  of 
his  Spirit,  and  the  Wounds  of  my  reftiefs  Spi¬ 
rit  were  opened  wider  than  before,  and  Major  Major 
Bousfield' s  flight  Cure  was  all  marred,  and  the  B°u-field'= 
falfe  Reft  he  fet  me  in  taken  away,  I  having  Cure 
none  now  to  truft  to  but  the  Lord,  for  Counfel  marred, 
and  Information,  whofe  Care  was  greatly  ma- 
nifefted  for  my  Prefervation,  Redemption  and 
Information,  through  many  Temptations  and 
deep  Afflictions  that  did  attend  me  many  Ways, 
with  many  Oppofers  and  Contenders.  I  was 
weak,  but  the  Lord’s  Strength  was  perfed  in 
Weaknefs,  and  his  Spirit  and  Power  increafed 
in  me  through  Obedience  to  the  Crofs  of  Chrift, 
wherein  I  was  daily  exercifed,  and  thereby 
grew  into  Acquaintance  with  the  Lord’s  Work 
to  make  me  a  Veil'd  for  his  Purpofe.  ' 


la 


. 


. 
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1654.  In  the  Spring  following,  I  removed  with  my 
Family  from  Antrim ,  to  live  in  the  County 
removeth  -Armagh,  there  took  a  Houfe  and  Grazing 
into  the  for  my  Cattle,  and  kept  a  Shop  of  fome  Mer- 
County  cf  chant-Goods,  where  I  became  the  Talk  and 
rnug1'  Gazing- Stoac  of,  and  to  the  People  ;  Profeffors 
watched  me  narrowly  to  get  Occalion  againft 
me,  and  the  Principles  of  Truth  I  profeffed, 
but  the  Lord  /Lengthened  me  in  my  Watch 
over  my  Words  and  Deeds,  fo  cut  off  Occafion 
from  them  that  fought  Occafion  againft  the 
Truth  and  me. 


Plain 
Speech, 
&c.  offen- 
five  to 
People. 


Plain 
Language 
and  Deal¬ 
ing  very 
ofienfive. 


In  thofe  Days  to  ufe  the  true,  plain  and 
proper  Speech,  as  Thee  and  Thou  to  a  Angle 
Perfon,  and  keeping  on  the  Hat,  were  ftrange 
Things  to  Peep  e,  and  few  could  fuffer  them 
to  be  ufed  on  Occafion  ;  but  would  refledt  in 
abufive  Words,  and  fometimes  ufe  Blows,  or 
throw  Stones.  The  Keeping  to  one  Price  in 
felling  Goods,  and  to  the  firft  Afking  without 
Abatement,  was  a  great  Stumbling-Block  to 
moft  Sorts  of  People,  and  made  them  ftand  at 
a  Diftanee  from  buying  for  fome  Time,  until 
they  faw  further  into  the  Juftice  of  the  Man¬ 
ner  thereof.  All  Things  were  rough  aud  rugged 
in  the  World,  and  the  Crofs  of  Chrift  was 
Foolifhnefs,  and  a  Stumbling-Block  to  them. 

Mv  Exercifes  and  Trials  both  within  and 
without  were  many,  and  of  divers  Sorts,  be¬ 
yond  what  I  can  exprefs.  The  Lord’s  Judg¬ 
ments  clave  dole  to  me  j  I  was  made  to  love 
'  them, 
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them,  and  willing  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  1654.' 
the  Ways  thereof :  Sometimes  when  the  Lord’s  '■'''V'"- 
Hand  would  be  eafy  with  me,  I  would  be 
afraid  left  he  fhould  withdraw  his  Hand  ; 
then  my  Defires  were  to  the  Lord  not  to  ilacken 
his  Hand,  but  to  fearch  me  thoroughly  ;  for 
his  Judgments  were  become  fweet  to  my 
Tafte,  which  he  many  Times  mixed  wit& 

Springs  of  Mercy,  to  my  joy  and  Comfort  ;  . 
and  Bufinefs  in  the  Affairs  of  the  World  Worldly 
became  a  Trouble  to  me,  though  they  were  a 
Prefentations  and  Opportunities  to  get  Riches,  toW.  E. 
either  by  Trading,  taking  Land  by  Leaf*, 
Mortgage  or  Purchafe,  which  I  was  able  to 
have  done. 

My  Brother  being  convinced  of  the  Truth,  Meeting 
as  before,  my  Wife,  he  and  I  met  together  fet  up  at 
twice  a  Week  at  my  Houfe  ;  in  a  while  after  LurSan* 
four  more  were  convinced,  and  then  we  were 
feven  that  met  together  to  wait  upon  God,  and 
to  worfhip  him  in  Spirit  and  Truth.  The 
Lord’s  Mercy  and  Goodnefs  were  often  ex¬ 
tended  to  us  to  our  Comfort  and  Confirmation 
in  the  Appearance  of  his  blefied  Truth  received 
in  our  Hearts. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  III. 

Of  his  firft  public  Minify,  his  Vifit  to  G.  Fox 
in  England,  the  Settling  oj  a  Meeting  in 
Dublin,  his  Imprifonmer.t  at  Armagh,  and 

Dif  'pute  with  a  Prieft  and  a  Juftke  of  the 
County ,  &c. 


OME  Time  after  this,  fohn  ‘Tiffin  was 
T  —  moved  of  the  Lord  to  come  into  Ireland 

fin  came  in  Truth’s  Service  ;  he  came  to  my  Houfe, 
into  ire-  abode  a  while,  and  fat  with  us  in  our  Meet- 
land.  jng5  fometimes  fpeaking  a  few  Words,  which 
were  edifying  :  Then  began  a  Concern  to  come 
upon  me  to  travel  with  him  to  fome  Places, 
though  he  had  but  few  Words,  yet  very  fervice- 
able.  Our  Going  abroad  to  Fairs  and  Places 
of  Concourfe  of  People  put  many  to  enquire 
into  the  Quakers'  Principles  and  Religion  ;  and 
fometimes  we  had  Difcourfes  with  Profeflors, 
but  People  in  general  were  very  fhy  and  fear¬ 
ful  of  us,  left  they  fhould  be  deceived  ;  for  the 
Priefts  perfwaded  the  People  again  ft  us,  by 
telling  them  Stories  and  Lies,  which  the  Priefts 
in  Englatid  had  forged  and  fent  abroad,  too 
many  to  mention  here,  neither  is  it  needful, 
being  printed  in  feveral  Books  with  Friends 
Anfwers  to  them. 


At 
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•  / 

At  this  Time  bu,t  few  would  lodge  us  in  1655. 
their  Houfes :  At  Belfaft ,  that  Town  of  great  .tC'C"'' 
Profeffion,  there  was  but  one  of  all  the  Inns  e  d  ‘ 
and  Public  Houfes  that  would  lodge  any  of 
cur  Friends,  which  was  one  Widow  Partridge , 
who  kept  a  Public  Houfe,  and  received  us 
very  kindly  ;  there  John  Biffin  lodged,  often 
endeavouring  to  get  an  Entrance  for  Truth  in 
that  Town  ;  but  they  refilled,  (hutting  their 
Ears,  Doors  and  Hearts  againft  it. 

Near  this  Town  there  dwelt  one  — - — 

Laytbes,  who  promifed  to  let  us  meet  in  his 
Houfe,  and  the  Day  was  appointed  ;  accord¬ 
ingly  we  came  there,  that  is,  John  Tiffin,  my 
Brother  and  I,  but  when  we  came,  the  Man 
was  gone  from  Home,  as  they  faid  ;  we  fup- 
00 led  on  purpofe,  that  we  might  not  meet  at 
.iis  Houfe  :  His  Wife  was  a  proud  Woman, 
and  would  not  fuffer  us  to  meet  there.  So 
there  were  a  little  from  that  Houfe  in  the 
great  Road,  three  Lanes’  Ends  that  met,  A  Neet- 
theie  we  three  fat  down  and  kept  our  Meeting. 

People  came  about  us,  we  were  a  Wonder  Lanes’ 
to  them,  and  fomething  was  fpoken  to  diredt  L,icls' 
their  Minds  to  God’s  Spirit  in  their  own 
Hearts.  Thefe  Exercifes,  though  in  much 
Weaknefs  and  Fear,  fpread  the  Name  and 
Fame  of  Truth,  and  the  Minds  of  many 
honed  People  began  to  enquire  after  it  ;  and 
to  fee  the  Reports  which  the  Priefts  had  told 
them  of  us,  were  falfe,  which  made  them 
more  defirous  to  hear  us,  and  lome  were  added 
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w  p.  Soon  after  ’John  tiffin  went  for  England , 
firft  Mini- but  our  Meeting  encrealed,  and  fometimes  the 
itry-  Lord’s  Power  and  Spirit  would  move  in  me, 
to  fpeak  fome  few  Words  in  Meetings;  which 
I  did  in  Pear,  being  under  a  g>eat  Concern, 
left  a  wrong  Spirit  fhould  get  Entrance,  and 
deceive  me  in  the  Likenefs  of  an  Angel  of 
Light  ;  for  I  was  fenfible  of  my  own  Weak- 
nels.  Now  feveral  gathered  to  our  Meeting, 
and  were  convinced  and  received  the  Truth  : 
So  we  got  Meetings  in  feveral  Places,  there 
being  a  great  Opennefs  among  People. 


Vif,t  t0  About  this  Time  I  had  fome  Drawings  on 
G  F.  at  my  Spirit  to  go  for  England ,  and  to  fee  George 

iiflfr'icef  Fox,  whom  I  had  not  yet  feen.  So  I  went 
terlhire.  over,  and  met  with  him  at  Badgley  in  Leicejler- 
Jhire ,  where  there  was  a  great  Meeting  of 
Friends  from  feveral  Places.  When  the  Meet¬ 
ing  ended  1  went  to  George  Fox,  and  he  took 
Notice  of  me  ;  wc  went  into  the  Orchard,  and 
kneeling  down  he  prayed  :  The  Lord’s  Hea¬ 
venly  Power  and  Prefence  were  there;  he  was 
tender  over  me.  I  told  him  where  I  lived,  of 
feveral  being  convinced  in  Ireland,  of  the 
Opennefs  among  People  in  the  North  of  that 
Nation,  to  hear  the  Truth  declared,  and  of 
the  Want  of  miniftring  Friends  in  the  Gofpel 
there  :  He  wrote  the  following  Epiftle  to 
Friends,  which  he  fent  with  me,  viz. 

Friends. 
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F  R  I  E  N  D  S, 

/N  that  which  convinced  you ,  wait,  that  you 
may  have  that  removed  you  are  convinced  of  ; 
and  all  my  dear  Friends ,  dwell  in  the  Life ,  and 
Love ,  and  Power,  and  W, ifdom  of  God ,  in  Unity 
one  with  another  and  with  God  ;  and  the  Peace 
and  Wifdom  of  God  fill  all  your  Hearts,  that 
Nothing  may  rule  in  you  but  the  Life,  which 
ftands  in  the  Lord  God. 

f  mh  iu  y*  o;'  G.  F. 


He  bid  me,  when  I  came  to  Ireland,  to  go 
to  Edward  Bur  rough  and  Francis  Howgill,  for  ^  ^’ir' 

.  0  ,  n  \  xr  •  >  rough  ana 

they  were  come  into  the  bouth  ot  that  king-  p.  Vlow- 
dom  in  the  Service  of  Truth.  So,  when  I  had  gill, 
been  at  Swarthmore ,  and  fome  other  Places  in 
England  to  vifit  Friends,  I  returned  to  Ireland , 
and  read  the  aforegoing  Epiftle  to  Friends  in 
the  Meeting  ;  there  the  Power  ot  the  Lord 
feized  on  us,  whereby  we  were  mightily  ihaken 
and  broken  into  Tears  and  Weeping.  Now 
the  Priefts  and  Profeffors  in  the  South  of  Ire¬ 
land,  w'ere  fo  envious  again  ft  Truth,  that  they 
got  an  Order  from  Henry  Cromwell,  then  Lord 
Deputy  of  Ireland ,  to  banifti  Edward  Burrougb  ^ 
and  Francis  Howgill  out  of  the  Nation,  and  a  nifhedout 
Guard  of  Soldiers  were  ordered  to  condudt  them  ot  Ireland 


from  Place  to  Place,  till  they  were  (hipped  off, 
but  the  Guards  were  loving  to  them,  and  dif¬ 
fered  them  to  have  Meetings  where  they  came  ; 
fo  that  feveral  received  the  Truth,  and  (’mail 
Meetings  were  fettled  in  divers  Places,  particu¬ 
larly  one  in  Dublin. 
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About  this  Time  Richard  Clayton  was  moved 
oi  the  Lord  to  come  for  Ireland ,  in  the 
Service  of  the  Gofpel,  he  came  by  the  Lord’s 
Diredions  ftraight  to  my  Houfe,  as  he  himfelf 
told  me,  and  ftaid  with  us  feme  Meetings  ; 
then  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  travel  to  Cole- 
rain  and  Londonderry  ;  I  alfo  was  moved  to 
go  with  him.  He  publifhed  the  Day  of  the 
Lord  in  Colerain  in  the  Street,  warning  all  to 
repent :  We  put  up  feveral  little  Papers,  which 
we  had  written,  in  feveral  Places,  one  we  put 
on  the  Worfhip-Houfe  Door  ;  but  the  Pro- 
felTors  were  highly  offended,  took  and  baniflhed 
us  over  the  Water,  giving  Charge  that  no 
Boat  thou  Id  bring  us  back.  So  we  travelled  the 
Road  towards  Londonderry,  lodging  that  Night 
in  a  Cabbin  in  the  Mountains  ;  the  next  Day 
we  came  to  Londonderry .  we  travelled  on  F'oof, 
and  got  two  Meetings  there,  where  feveral 
received  the  Truth  :  The  Governor  was  at  one 
Meeting,  where  he  was  convinced,  confefting 
it  to  be  Truth  that  we  declared,  and  whilft 
we  ftaid  he  was  very  loving. 

A 

Then  vve  travelled  to  Strabane,  Clougher , 
Omagh,  and  iix  Miles  acrols  to  Dungannon,  fo 
to  Ktlmore  in  the  County  of  Armagh  ;  feveral 
honed  tender-hearted  People  lived  thereabouts, 
who  had  a  Delire  to  hear  Friends.  We  came 
to  a  Widow  Woman’s  Houfe,  one  Margery 
Atkinfon ,  a  tender  honed  Woman,  whofe 
Houle  1  had  been  at  before  :  She  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  Tiuth  and  received  us  lovingly. 

So 
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So  we  had  a  Meeting  there  ;  the  tender  People  1655. 
thereabouts  generally  came  to  Meeting,  mod: 
of  them  received  the  Truth  in  the  Love  of  it 
in  much  Tendernefs ;  for  they  were  waiting 
for  it.  We  fettled  a  Meeting  then?,  which 
became  large. 


Now'  Richard  Clayton  went  for  England, 
and  about  this  Time  there  were  two  Women 
Friends  from  London ,  Anne  Gould  and  Ju¬ 
lian  Waftwood,  who  came  to  Dublin,  and  tra¬ 
velled  to  Londonderry,  having  fome  Drawings 
to  that  Place  ;  after  fome  Service  done  for  the 
Lord  there,  they  travelled  to  Colerain,  fo 
through  the  Scotch  Country  to  a  Place  called 
Clough,  all  on  Foot  in  Winter  Time,  wading 
Rivers  and  dirty  miry  Ways  :  So  that  Anne 
Gould,  being  a  tender  Woman,  was  much 
fpent,  and  {laid  at  Clough  ;  the  Enemy  per- 
fuading  her,  'That  God  had  Jorfaken  her,  and 
that  Jhe  was  there  to  be  deflroyed  :  So  that  fhe 
fell  into  Defpair  ;  but  I  knew  Nothing  of 
them. 


Richard 
Clayton 
returned. 
Anne 
Gould 
and  Julian 
Waft  wood 
came  to 
Colerain. 


Clough. 


At  this  Time  my  Brother  and  I  were  at  a 
Fair  in  Antrim,  being  late  there,  we  propofed 
to  lodge  that  Night  at  Glenavy,  fix  Miles  on 
our  Way  homeward.  Before  we  got  to  Gle¬ 
navy  I  was  under  a  great  Exercife  of  Spirit, 
and  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  That 
my  Shop  was  in  Danger  to  be  robbed  that  Night ; 
I  told  my  Brother  of  it  :  So  we  concluded  to 
travel  Home,  and  went  about  a  Mile  beyond 

Glenavy 5 
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1655.  Glenavy ;  but  my  Spirit  was  ftill  under  a  great 
^  v~  Exercife,  the  Word  of  the  Lord  moving  me  to 
Clough,  turn  back  towards  Clough  ;  whereupon  I  was 
brought  under  a  great  Exercife  betwixt  thefe 
two  Motions,  To  travel  back ,  and  my  Service 
unknown  ;  and  my  Shop  on  the  other  Hand  in 
Danger  to  be  robbed ,  which  brought  me  into  a 
great  Strait,  for  Fear  of  a  wrong  Spirit.  I 
cried  to  the  Lord  in  much  Tendernefs  of 
Heart  and  Spirit,  and  his  Word  anfwered  me, 
That  which  drew  me  back  Jhould  preferve  my 
Glenavy.  Shop ;  fo  we  went  back  to  Glenavy,  and  lodged 
there  ;  that  Night  I  flept  little,  becaufe  of  many 
Doubts  about  the  Concern  :  On  the  other 
Hand  I  durft  not  difobey,  for  I  knew  the 
Terrors  of  God  for  Dilobedience. 


Antrim. 

Clough 


Anne 

Gou?d 

recovered 


The  next  Morning  my  Brother  went  Home, 
but  I  rode  back  to  Antrim ;  that  Day  towards 
Evening  I  came  to  Clough ,  and  took  up  my 
Lodging  at  an  Inn,  the  Country  being  generally 
Scotch  People  and  Prejbyterians  :  When  I  came 
into  the  Houfe  I  found  Anne  Gould  in  Defpair, 
and  Julian  Wadwood  with  her ;  but  when  they 
knew  who  I  was,  and  heard  my  Name,  for 
they  had  heard  of  me  before,  the  poor  difcon- 
folate  Woman  revived  for  Joy  and  Gladneis, 
and  got  up,  for  fhe  was  in  Bed  overwhelmed 
under  Trouble  of  Mind.  I  faw  then  my  Ser¬ 
vice  of  coming  there  was  for  her  Sake  :  So 
when  we  came  to  difeourfe  of  Matters,  I  told 
them,  How  1  was  brought  there  by  the  good 
Hand  oj  God ,  led  as  an  Horfe  by  the  Bridle, 
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to  the  Place  where  they  were  ;  they  therefore  1655. 
greatly  rejoiced  and  praiied  God,  the  tender 
Woman  was  helped  over  her  Trouble,  and  fhe 
faw  it  was  a  Trial  of  great  Temptations  {he 
had  lain  under. 

They  had  a  Mind  to  go  to  Car  rick fergus, 
fo  to  my  Houfe,  and  to  Dublin  to  take  Ship¬ 
ping  for  England ;  but  neither  of  them  would 
undertake  to  ride  fingle,  therefore  I  was  forced 
the  next  Day  to  carry  them  behind  me,  firft 
one  and  then  the  other  ;  when  we  came  in 
very  foul  Way,  I  let  them  both  on  Horfeback, 
and  waded  myfelf  through  Dirt  and  Mire  in 
my  Boots,  holding  them  both  on  Horfeback 
with  my  Hands  ;  we  came  to  Conyers  that 
Night  and  lodged  there,  the  next  Day  I  got 
them  to  Carrickjergus,  there  leaving  them,  Carrick- 
rode  Home  and  fent  my  Brother  and  two  ferSus< 
Horfes  to  bring  them  to  my  Houfe. 

When  I  came  Home,  I  enquired  about  my 
Shop,  whether  it  had  been  in  Danger  of  Rob- 

,  bing  ?  They  told  me,  7 he  Night  I  was  under 
that  Exercije  about  it,  • the  Shop-Window  was 
broken  down,  and  jell  with  Juch  Violence  on 
the  Counter ,  that  it  awakened  our  People,  and 
the  Thieves  were  affrighted  and  ran  away.  So 
I  was  confirmed  it  was  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
that  faid,  That  which  drew  me  back  flmdd  pre- 
ferve  my  Shop,  and  I  was  greatly  ftremithened 
in  the  Word  of  Life,  to  obey  the  Lord  In  what 
he  required  of  me  ;  for  I  was  much  afraid  left 
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1655.  at  any  Time  my  Undemanding  fhould  be  be- 

trfa^d  by  a  wrong  Spirit,  not  fearing  the  Lofs 
ci  Goods  nor  Sufferings  for  Truth,  its  Tefti- 

mony  being  more  tome  than  all  other  Things. 
Anne  When  thefe  two  Women  had  ftaid  fome  Time 

and  Julian  ^  f^ou^e»  and  vifited  Friends,  my  Brother 
Waftwoodtet  them  on  Horfeback  to  Dublin ,  fo  they  went 
returned,  for  England.  J 

At  this  Time  I  travelled  in  Truth’s  Service, 
for  the  Lord  had  given  me  a  Teftimony  for 
his  Truth  in  Meetings  and  Public  Places, 
fometimes  at  Worfhip-Houfes,  where  I  met 
with  rough  Ufage  j  but  Truth  gained  Ground, 
many  received  it  and  came  to  Meetings,  we 
having  Meetings  in  feveral  Places,  and  in  fome 
Places  got  Meetings  fettled  for  the  Worfhip  of 
W  E  im-  God.  About  this  Time  I  was  put  in  Prifon  at 
pnfoned  Armagh  for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  before 
magh.  the  common  Goal  was  repaired,  fo  I  was  Pri- 
foner  in  a  little  Room  in  the  Goaler’s  Houfe  ; 
though  I  was  weak  and  contemptible  in  mv 
own  Eyes,  yet  the  Lord  was  with  me,  his 
Power  and  Dread  was  my  Strength  and  Re¬ 
fuge  ;  I  was  a  Terror  to  the  Goaler  and  his 
Wife,  for  if  I  had  come  out  of  my  Room 
where  the  Goaler  was,  he  would  have  hung 
down  his  Head,  not  looking  me  in  the  Face  : 
His  Wife  would  fometimes  be  tormented  and 

1 

cry  out,  for  my  Prefence  was  a  Torment  to 
her,  though  I  faid  Nothing. 


At 
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At  this  Time  there  came  a  Prejbyterian  1655. 
Minifter  out  of  Scotland,  pretending  to  viiit 
the  Churches,  there  was  in  his  Company  one 
Colonel  Kerr  ;  this  Prieft  came  to  the  Goaler’S^ci.Kar. 
Houfe  to  lodge,  for  he  kept  a  Public-houfe* 

It  was  on  a  feventh  Day  of  the  Week  h6 
came  ;  I  was  then  fallen  fick,  and  in  Bed,  that 
Prieft  lodged  in  the  next  Room,  fo  that  I  could 
hear  what  they  faid.  Towards  Evening  many 
Prefbyterians  came  to  vifit  their  Minifter,  and 
he  read  a  Chapter  and  expounded  it  to  them, 
fung  a  Pfalm,  and  prayed  ;  after  which  they 
left  him  that  Night. 

The  next  Morning  early,  being  the  firft 
Day  of  the  Week,  Col.  Kerr  came  into  the 
Prieft  s  Room,  and  afked  him,  What  was  the  Col  Kerr’s 
Meaning  of  the  Apoftle  John’;  [peaking  fo  much  kn<lmiy* 
of  abiding  in  Chri/l  ?  And  further  afked,  How 
we  tnufl  abide  in  ChrftM  But  the  Prieft  did  not 
anfwer  him,  therefore  he  was  under  Trouble 
and  Diffatisfadlion.  At  this  the  Lord  moved 
me  to  rile,  put  on  my  Cloaths,  and  (peak  to  - 
the  Prieft  as  he  went  to  his  Worfhip,  for  they 
palled  by  the  Door  of  my  Room.  So  I  arole 
and  put  on  my  Cloaths,  the  Lord’s  Power 
(Lengthening  me  :  Many  of  the  chief  of  the 
Prejbyteriam  came  to  accompany  the  Prieft  to 
their  Place  of  Worfhip.  I  flood  in  my  Room 
Door,  and  as  he  went  by  I  afked  him,  If  he 
were  a  Minifter  of  Chrijl  ?  He  anfwered,  Yes : 

Then  1  afked,  What  was  the  Reafon  he  did  not  '  ■ 

under  ft  and  the  Doctrine  of  the  former  Minifter  5 

E  of 


26 


‘The 


JOURNAL  of 


1  ^ 5  '•  cf  Chriji  ?  But  he  was  fmitten,  and  making 
me  no  Anfvver  got  away. 

So  I  laid  down  again,  being  Tick  ;  the 
next  Morning  early  Col.  j Kerr  came  to  my 
Bed- fide,  faying,  He  heard  I  was  in  Reflraint 
for  my  Confcience adding,  he  was  a  Man  of 
tender  Confcience,  and  fympathtzed  with  my  Suf¬ 
fering: r,  therefore  came  to  Jee  me ,  defiring  to  have 
fome  Difcourfe  with  me  ;  but  he  heard  1  was  not 
well ;  yet  if  1  would  a  rife  he  offered  to  help  me 
on  with  my  C/oaths.  ]  'old  him,  I  would  arife 
and  put  on  my  Cloaths  ;  fori  felt  the  Lord’s 
Power  /Lengthening  me.  « 

*  4  ')  f  *  |  f+  \  ' 

So  he  went  out  of  the  Room  ;  and  this  was 
but  an  Apology  to  get  an  Opportunity  for  the 
Pried  and  feveral  ot  their  Elders  and  Difpu- 
tants  to  run  me  down,  and  to  glory  over  Truth 
and  Friends.  I  got  up  and  drelTed  myfcdf, 
W.E  dif- prefently  the  Fried,  Col.  Kerr ,  Col.  Cunning- 
pntes  with  ham,  and  3.  ^ t  Cell.  many  of  their  leading  Men 
came  into  the  Houfe,  more  than  the  Room 
would  hold,  I  was  greatly  afraid  of  my  own 
Weaknefs  for  Truth’s  Sake  ;  therefore  I  prayed 
to  the  Lord  in  fecret  for  his  Aid  and  Abid¬ 
ance,  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fill  me  with  his 
Spirit,  being  Mouth  and  Wifdom  to  me  j  fo 
that  the  Lord’s  Power,  and  the  Tedimonv  of 

*  J 

his  bleffed  Truth  was  over  them  :  the  Pried 
was  confounded  in  himlclf,  and  being  redlefs, 
went  out  and  came  in  feveral  Times.  When 
the  Prieft  had  done,  then  Cul.  Cunningham 

began 
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began  with  me  ;  he  was  a  Ju d ice  of  the  Peace  16  55. 
and  a  great  Dilputant.  We  dsfcourfed  of  fe- 
veral  Things,  too  tedious  to  mention  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  ;  but  the  Lord’s  Power  foiled  him,  his 
Mouth  was  flopped  and  he  fat  filent  :  Then 
was  my  Heart  and  Tongue  full  of  the  Word  of 
Life,  to  declare  the  Way  of  Truth  to  them, 
and  they  went  away  quiet;  the  Lord’s  Power 
and  Teflimony  were  over  them,  everlafling 
Praifes  to  his  great  Name, 

In  this  Morning’s  Work  the  Lord  healed 
me  of  my  Ilnefs  ;  afterwards  1  was  brought 
before  the  Juiiices  of  the  County  at  the  Sef- 
fions,  where  Juflice  Cunningham  before-men-  Ju^ice 
tioned  was  Chairman  ;  he  had  a  nimble  hain.UnS~ 
Tongue,  but  left  the  Matter  for  which  I  fuf- 
fered,  and  would  difpute  about  Religion, 
which  I  would  have  avoided,  being  unwilling 
to  enter  thereinto,  knowing  my  own  Inabilities 
without  the  Affifiance  of  the  Lord’s  Spirit  and 
Power,  but  he  urged  the  Difcourfe  ;  fo  we 
went  clofe  to  it,  and  he  was  fo  pinched  with 
his  own  Argument,  that  he  perceived  the 
Court  took  Notice  of  it,  wherefore  he  grew 
angry,  threatening  me  with  his  Authority; 
tut  one  Juftice  Powef  a  foher  Man  upon  the  Jufiice 
Bench  with  him,  flood  up  and  told  him,  He  1 
did  not  do  fairly  with  me  ;  for,  faid  he,  if  you 
will  difpute  of  Religion ,  you  rnufl  come  on  equal 
Terms ,  and  lay  a  fide  your  Authority  of  a  fujiice , 
and  give  Liberty  to  be  oppojed  as  welt  as  oppofei 
He  commended  what  I  had  faid,  the  People 

E  2  feemedv 
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1 65  ?•  Reined  to  be  fatisfied,  and  there  was  a  great 
Appearance  of  the  Country  at  that  Seffions  : 

atUbertv  t-u*  ^°mf  mL0re  Dlicourfe>  they  fet  me  at 
•  Liberty,  tor  they  were  athamed  of  my  Com¬ 
mitment, 


SECT.  IV,. 

Of  his  leaving  Shop-keeping  to  take  a  Farm  in 
the  County  of  Cavan,  Friends'  Sufferings  e it¬ 
er  eafed.  He  was  put  in  the  Stocks  at  Beltur- 
bet.  His  Difcourfe  with  the  Governor ,  &c, 
A  Baptift  Preacher  and  Capt.  Morris  both 
convinced. 

NO  W  about  this  Time  it  came  weightily 

_  upon  me  to  leave  Shop-keeping,  and 

take  a  Farm,  to  be  an  Example  in  the  Tetli- 
mony  again!!  Tithes ;  for  as  yet  that  was  not 
broken  through,  few,  if  any,  flood  in  that 
Teftimony  in  this  Nation.  There  was  one 
Kenipftcn  Col.  Kempjlon ,  who  was  convinced  of  Truth, 
though  he  did  not  join  with  Friends;  he  had 
a  great  Deal  of  Land  in  the  County  of  Cavan, 
and  other  Places,  and  was  defirous  to  have 
Friends  live  on  his  Land,  promifing  he  would 
build  a  Meeting-houfe,  and  do  great  Matters 
to  promote  Truth.  So  my  Brother  and  I  rode 
to  his  Houle  in  the  County  of  Cavan,  and 

treated 
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treated  with  him  about  taking  feveral  Parcels  of  165 5. 
Land  for  ourfelves,  and  feveral  other  Families  '-''V'v' 
of  Friends  who  were  willing  to  live  near  us ; 
but  for  fome  Time  we  could  not  clofe  a  Bar¬ 
gain  with  him,  for  he  was  a  hard  Man.  After 
a  while  the  Lord’s  Power  filled  my  Heart  ; 
then  was  I  moved  in  the  Word  of  Life  to  tell 
him,  I  would  take  his  Land ,  let  him  take  what 
he  would  jor  it ,  and  make  his  own  Terms  ;  at 
which  he  was  amazed  :  So  paufing  a  little, 
defired  half  an  Hour  to  confider  ;  he  walked 
into  his  Orchard,  and  in  a  little  Time  returned 
to  us,  and  clofed  a  Bargain  with  us  for  the 
Land,  on  fuch  eafy  Rent  and  Terms  as  we 
could  not  have  brought  him  to  by  Arguments ; 
whereupon  feveral  Families  of  Friends  came 
with  us  and  fettled  on  his  Land.  We  kept  a 
Meeting  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  twice  in  the 
Week,  in  which  our  Hearts  were  tender  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord,  and,  in  his  Love,  near  and 
dear  one  to  another.  Now  Truth  was  much 
fpread,  and  Meetings  fettled  in  feveral  Places, 
many  being  convinced,  and  brought  to  the 
Knowledge  of  God,  were  added  to  Friends  ; 
but  Sufferings  increafed  for  not  paying  Tithes,  Sufferings 
Priefts’  Maintenance,  and  towards  repairing  increafe<i 
their  Worfhip-houfes,  for  not  obferving  their 
Holy-days,  fo  called,  and  fuch  like  ;  thev  'Hthe?, 
fleeced  us  in  taking  our  Goods,  and  imprifoned  &c‘ 
fome  of  us. 

In  thofe  Days  the  World  and  the  Things  of 
it  were  not  near  our  Hearts,  but  the  Love  of 

God, 
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3^55‘  his  Truth  and  Teftimony  lived  in  our 

Hearts  ;  we  were  glad  one  of  another’s  Com¬ 
pany,  though  fometimes  our  outward  Fare  was 
Very  mean,  and  our  Lodging  on  Straw  ;  we 
did  not  mind  high  Things,  but  were  glad  one 
of  another’s  Welfare  in  the  Lord,  and  his 
Love  dwelt  in  us. 


Leinfter 

Province 

KofTe- 

nallis. 

^Nicholas 

Starkey. 

AlhJone. 


Now  I  was  often  abroad  in  Truth’s  Service, 
vifiting  Friends,  and  getting  Meetings  in 
feveral  Places,  I  was  moved  to  travel  into 
Leinjler  Province,  and  went  from  Place  to 
Place,  as  the  Lord’s  good  Spirit  guided  me.  I 
came  to  Ro (Jena llis,  and  there  met  with  tvro 
Families  come  out  of  England,  convinced  of 
the  Truth  :  From  thence  I  went  to  Nicholas 
Starkey  s  near  Athlone,  and  had  a  Meeting  there 
on  a  brft  Day,  to  which  feveral  fober  People 
came,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  were 
with  us. 


Mullingar  From  thence  I  went  to  Mullingar ,  and 
lodged  there  one  Night,  where  was  a  Trooper 
that  was  convinced,  who  rode  with  me  feveral 
Miles  the  next  Day,  and  continued  coming  to 
At  Finagh  Meetings.  I  came  that  Night  to  Finagh ,  but 
E.  the  Inn-keepers  in  the  Town  refuted  me  Lodg- 
Lodging.  ing,  for  that  they  knew  I  was  a  Quaker.  It 
was  in  Winter-time  and  cold  Weather;  upon 
which  I  enquired  for  the  Conflable,  and  they 
fhewed  me  his  Houfe  :  I  told  him  He  mu  ft  pro¬ 
vide  me  a  Lodging,  for  I  was  a  Traveller ,  and 
had  Money  to  pay  jor  what  I.  jhould  have,  and 

had 
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had  been  at  the  Inns ,  where  they  rejufed  me 
Lodging.  He  kept  an  Ale-houfe,  and  had  '-X'VV~' 
alio  refuied  me  ;  but  after  much  Difcourfe  with 
him,  he  told  me  1  mud  be  content  with  fuch 
Lodging  as  he  had  for  me  ;  I  told  him  to  Let 
me  have  a  Room  with  a  Fire  to  fit  by,  and  Flay 
for  my  Horfe,  and  I  would  be  content.  So  I 
alighted,  went  into  the  Houfe,  and  there  were 
Troopers  drinking,  who  foon  perceived  what 
I  was,  and  began  to  feoff  and  to  afk  me  many  Troopers 
Queftions,  which  I  anfwered  in  my  Freedom  ;  |fEa‘  , 
but  when  I  Thee’d  and  Thou’d  them  in  our  refent  his 
Difcourfe,  they  were  very  angry,  and  one  ofPlai" 
them  fwore,  If  1  Thou’d  him  again ,  he  would  La"suase 
cleave  my  Head  ;  but  in  our  Difcourfe,  when 
it  came  in  its  Place,  I  Thou’d  him  again, 
and  be  flatting  up  in  Anger  drew'  his  Sword  j  °ne 
but  one  of  his  Corporals  fitting  by  him  flopped  Suf 
him,  and  commanded  him  to  put  up  his  Sword. 
Sword,  for  there  fhould  be  no  Cleavinp-  of 
Heads  there  ;  and  caufed  the  Troopers  to  go 
to  their  Quarters,  but  he  ffaid  with  me  dff- 
courfing  late  in  the  Night,  and  was  convinced, 
being  tender,  received  the  Truth,  and  came  to 
Meetings. 

About  this  Time  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Bel-  Eeltuita. 
turbet ,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Pre'ence 
were  with  us  ;  but  the  Provoft  of  the  Town 
was  an  envious  Man,  who  came  with  feme  ;  ! 

rude  People,  broke  up  our  Meeting  and  took 
us  to  Prifon,  both  Men  and  Women.  We 
were  ah  Night  in  a  very  cold  Place,  the  Wo- 

men 
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men  were  mightily  pinched  with  Cold,  it  being 
1  roft  and  Snow.  I  he  next  Morning  he  fet 
all  the  other  Friends  at  Liberty,  but  me  he 
put  in  the  Stocks  in  the  Market-place,  and 
People  gathered  about  me,  where  I  had  an 
Opportunity  to  preach  the  Truth  to  them, 
which  they  heard  with  Sobernefs,  were  ten¬ 
der  and  refle&ed  much  upon  the  Provoft  for 
abufing  us. 

Robert  War  dell  then,  being  but  a  Boy,  told 
the  Provoft  He  had  Jet  a  better  Man  than  hi  rife  If 
m  the  Stocks,  and  there  was  a  Time  when  fucb 
as  he  durjl  not  have  meddled  with  me  :  Where¬ 
fore  the  Provoft  took  him,  and  fet  him  in  the 
Stocks  by  me  j  but  his  Father  foon  heard  of 
it,  and  threatened  the  Provoft  with  the  Law ; 
for  he  was  then  Mafter  of  the  Store,  there  being 
a  Garrifon  of  Soldiers  there,  fo  that  Robert 
War  dell  was  foon  taken  out  of  the  Stocks, 
who  being  convinced,  kept  to  Truth  and  with 
Friends,  afterwards  became  a  ferviceable  Man 
for  Truth,  and  a  Preacher  of  it. 

The  People  were  much  difiatisfied  with  the 
Provoft  ;  fo  he  fent  his  Officer  to  let  me  loofe, 
who  opened  the  Stocks,  and  bid  me  Take  out  my 
Leg,  for  I  might  go  my  Way  :  I  told  him,  il 
had  been  grojly  abujed ,  and  made  a  public  Spec¬ 
tacle  to  the  People,  as  though  1  had  done  fome 
great  Offence,  but  was  not  convidled  of  the 
Breach  of  any  Law  ;  fo  let  the  Provofl  come 
bimjelf  and  take  me  out,  for  he  put  me  in.  The 

Provoft 
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Provoft  came  and  opened  the  Stocks,  bidding 
me  "Take  out  my  Leg  :  I  told  him,  No,  for  he 
had  made  -me  a  Spectacle  to  the  People,  and  1 
knew  no  Law  that  1  had  broken  ;  but  let  him 
take  out  my  Leg  that  put  it  in.  Upon  which 
he  opened  the  Stocks  with  one  Hand,  and  took 
my  Leg  out  with  the  other.  His  Name  was 
Richard  Weft. 

* 

At  this  Time  Oliver  Cromwell  had  put  forth  9liver 
a  Declaration,  ‘That  fucb  fhould  be  protected  in  putsfortl! 
their  Religion  as  owned  God  the  Creator  of  all  a  Declara- 
Things ,  and  Chrijl  f  e [us  the  Saviour  of  Man , 
and  the  Scriptures ,  and  feveral  other  Things  Religion, 
mentioned  therein.  So  the  Governor  of  that 
Garrifon,  with  the  Officers  and  chief  Men  in 
the  Town,  and  Abundance  of  People  with 
them,  that  filled  the  Court-Houfe,  would  try 
us  by  the  Declaration,  whether  we  and  our 
Religion  were  under  Olivers  Protection  or  not ; 
the  Provoft  was  there,  and  I  was  fent  for  in. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Garrilon,  who  was  then  a 
B  apt  if  but  afterwards  a  Friend,  read  the  De¬ 
claration,  and  I  was  called  to  anfwer  to  the  whj*h 
Particulars.  I  anfwered  them  fo,  that  the 
Governor  and  they  with  him  gave  their  Judg¬ 
ment,  That  we  were  under  Protection ,  and  our 
Religion  was  to  be  protected. 

Then  I  called  aloud,  That  they  would  bear  • 
lb  it nefsy  how  long  we  had  been  imprifoned  ille¬ 
gally,  and  that  1  fat  in  the  Market-place  in  the 
Mocks  wrongfully ,  and  that  the  Law  provided 
*'  F  -  Reparation 
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Reparation  in  fitch  Cafes .  Several  of  the  chief 
of  them  offered  to  be  Lvjdchce,  if  we  would 
take  the  Advantage  of  the  Law  againft  the 
Provoft.  He  was  quite  dallied  and  looked  very 
pale.  The  Governor  came  from  his  Seat,  and 

lerror0’  took  me  bY  tbe  Hand,  laying,  He  was  forry 
lorry  for  that  1  and  my  Friends  were  fo  abufed  ;  and  did 
the  Abufe  a  [Jure  me  he  had  no  Hand  in  it.  I  afked  him, 

Friends'.  Who  he  was  t  He  faid,  He  was  the  Governor  of 
that  Garri/cn.  I  afked  him,  Where  he  had 
been  thofe  two  Days,  that  he  did  not  appear  with 
his  Band  of  Soldiers  to  appeafe  the  Uproar  ;  for 
I  had  read  in  the  Scriptures y  that  at  Jerufalem, 
when  there  was  an  Uproar  on  the  like  Account , 
the  Governor  came  with  a  Band  of  Soldiers,  and 
refeued  Paul  from  than,  and  appeafed  the  Up¬ 
roar  ;  and  was  it  not  a  Shame  [for  him,  that  a 
Heathen  fhould  outdo  him  who  profeffed  to  be  a 
Chriftian  ?  He  was  a  Baptijl ,  and  fo  were  fe- 
veral  who  were  in  Authority  thereabouts.  My 
Spirit  was  born  up  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord, 
as  upon  the  Wings  of  an  Eagie  that  Day  j 
Truth’s  Teftimony  was  over  all  their  Heads, 
and  my  Heart  was  filled  with  Joy  and  Praifes 
to  the  Lord  :  Many  were  convinced  that  Day, 
and  feveral  of  them  received  the  Truth,  and 
abode  in  it. 

I 

W  Parker  There  was  one  William  Barker ,  a  Preacher 

Fr  'aci -r  among  tbe  Baptifts,  who  had  oppofed  me 
oppofed  ffrongly  at  a  Court  a  little  before  this ;  his  Wife 
W.  E.  was  a  Friend,  convinced  in  England,  and  fhe 
was  a  Prifoner  with  us  :  They  lived  then  in 

the 
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the  Country,  and  his  Wife  not  coming  Home, 
in  the  Morning  he  came  to  look  for  her,  and 
finding  me  fitting  in  the  Stocks  in  the  cold 
•  Winter,  in  the  open  Market-place,  he  was 
(mitten  to  the  Heart.  After  1  had  done  with 
them  ali  I  was  at  Liberty,  and  came  to  F  fiends 
with  my  Heart  full  of  Joy  ;  the  (aid  Parker 
was  with  Friends,  fo  I  afked  him,  What  he  After¬ 
thought  of  his  Brethren  to  fuffer  us  to  he  thus  ^fylnCi 
n fed \  and  they  chief  in  Command  in  that  Place  ? 

He  anlwered  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  He  was 
afhamed  of  them ,  that  had  been  fo  long  prof  effing 
and  fighting  for  Con/cience ,  now  to  fuffer  Con - 
fcience  to  he  trodden  in  the  Dirt .  He  went  to 

them  no  more,  but  came  to  our  Meetings, 
taking  up  the  Crofs  of  Chrift  :  He  became  an 
honed,  zealous  Man  for  Truth,  having  a  pub¬ 
lic  Teftimony  in  Meetings,  and  died  in  the 
^  true  Faith  which  Jefus  is  the  Author  of. 


There  was  alfo  one  William  Morns,  an  El-  Gape 
der  among  the  Baptifts  in  great  Repute,  Cap-  for  being 
tain  of  a  Company,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  Com-  turned 
miffioner  of  the  Revenues,  chief  Treasurer  in 

x  .  A  r  iofetli  his 

that  Quarter  ;  alio  cruet  Governor  of  tnree  Command 

Garrifons,  to  whom  the  News  of  this  Day’s 

Work  was  loon  carried  ;  whereat  he  was  much 

troubled  in  Mind,  and  told  the  Mefienger, 

who  was  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  It  was  a  Shame 

for  them  to  fuffer  us  to  he  fo  ahufed ;  Eying,  the 

Time  would  come  that  they  would  he  glad  to  fhelter 

under  our  Wings .  The  Rumour  foon  went 

among  the  Baptifts,  and  alfo  to  the  Court  at 

F  2  Dublint 
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-Dublin,  that  Captain  Morris  was  turned  iftua- 
'  Whereupon  he  was  removed  with  his 
Company  Southward.  Not  long  after  he  was 
fent  for  to  Dublin,  to  appear  before  the  Gene¬ 
ral  ano  cnief  Officers,  many  of  whom  were 
B apt i ft s.  He  was  examined  about  his  being 
turned  Quaker,  which  he  did  not  deny,  but 
con  felled  our  Faith  and  Principles,  and  at  that 
Time  was  difcharged  from  his  Command,  be- 
caufe  ne  was  a  ftftuaker ,  He  was  a  worthy  wile 
IVian,  had  a  Teftimony  in  our  Meetings,  and 
died  in  the  Faith  of  Jefus.  I  was  at  Dublin 
at  that  Time  when  they  took  his  Command 
from  him.  He  would  often  lay,  That  1  was  a 
great  Help  and  Strength  to  him  m  the  Truth . 

Meetings  Now  our. Meetings  increafed,  and  our  Suf- 
ard  Suf-  firings  alio  increafed  ;  but  Friends  being  inno- 
cent,  were  careful  to  keep  up  Truth’s  Tefti- 
creafe.n"  niony  pundually  and  faithfully  :  So  that  Truth 
gained  Ground.  Now  our  Landlord  Kempfton 
would  not  confirm  our  Leafes  according  to 
Covenant,  but  would  impole  feveral  Things 
on  us,  which  Friends  would  not  fubmit  to: 
So  that  feveral  Friends  left  his  Lands,  and 
removed  with  their  Families  towards  Mount- 
melick  ;  but  fome  abode  there  longer,  and  kept 
up  a  Meeting  lor  divine  Worlhip  twice  in  the 
Week. 
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Of  his  hard  Imprifonment  at  Cavan  in  a  nafty 
Dungeon.  His  Speech  in  public  Court ,  Re- 
leaje  and  Removal  afterwards  to  RofTenallis. 


I  Was  then  kept  clofe  Prifoner  in  Cavan  Goal 

for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  in  a  nafty  u/'V'NJ 
Dungeon  among  Thieves  and  Robbers,  where  At  Cavan 
we  eafed  ourfelves  in  one  End  of  the  Dun- 
geon,  and  the  Excrements  were  very  noifome,  fn'a^afty 
the  Dungeon  being  arched  over  Head  :  In  the  Dungeon, 
Day  we  had  the  Benefit  to  look  out  through 
an  Iron  Grate  ;  but  at  Night  the  Door  was 
clofe  fhut,  and  then  we  were  as  if  we  had  been 
in  an  Oven.  In  the  Day  the  Prifoners  would 
beg  Turf,  and  at  Night,  when  the  Door  was 
clofe  fhut,  they  would  kindle  a  Fire,  which 
filled  the  Dungeon  with  thick  Smoke,  there 
being  little  Air ;  this  annoyed  me  very  much, 

but  they  could  endure  it,  being  ufed  to  the  like 
in  their  Cabbins. 

i 

One  Night  the  Smoke  ftified  me,  and  flop¬ 
ped  my  Breath,  fo  that  I  fell  down  and  lay 
on  the  Ground  :  The  Prifoners  cried  out  that 
1  was  dead ,  tnen  the  Goaler  threw  open  the 
Door  in  Hafte,  and  when  he  faw  me  lying  on 
the  Ground,  he  was  in  a  Rage,  and  thought 

they 
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they  had  killed  me  ;  but  when  he  underflood 
the  Caufe,  he  carried  me  into  the  Air.  In  a 
little  Time  I  recovered  :  Then  he  called  for  a 
Pail  of  Water,  and  quenched  the  Fire  :  After, 
that,  when  he  locked  the  Door  at  Nights,  he 
was  careful  to  put  the  Fire  quite  out  ;  fo  it 
wrought  for  my  Good,  being  eafed  thereby 
from  that  noifome  Smell  and  Smoke,  which 
had  before  very  much  impaired  my  Health, 
and  was  fo  offtnfive,  that  when  frefh  People 
came  to  the  Grate  to  fee  me,  they  could  not 
endure  the  Smell,  but  many  Times  would  go 
away  with  Tears.  Thus  the  Minds  of  People 
were  moderated,  and  their  Hearts  tendered 
towards  Friends. 

Abiding  But  w?hat  added  to  my  Trouble,  News  was 
V C Vs°f  brought  me  of  James  Naylors  Mifcarriage. 
Mi  fear-  This  came  very  near  me,  and  brought  me 
Ta*e-  under  great  Trouble  of  Mind,  fo  that  I  faid 
in  my  Heart,  How  fhall  I  he  able  to  / land 
through  fo  many  Temptations  and  Trials  which 
attend  me  daily ,  fmee  Juch  an  one  as  he  is  fallen 
under  Temptations  ?  And  I  mourned  in  my 
Spirit  :  In  the  Interim  the  Lord  aniwered  me, 
A  Wo  id  and  faid.  Truth  is  Truths  though  all  Allen  for  fake 
of  Com-  This  ftrengthened  me,  and  comforted  me 

the  Lord.  *ln  mY  Trouble.  I  was  kept  in  that  Dungeon 
fourteen  Weeks. 

•  ~  r  i  \  .  •  j  . 

When  the  Affizes  came,  the  Judge  and 
Juftices  being  on  the  Bench,  as  I  was  looking 
out  through  the  Iron  Grate,  a  Juftice  of  the 

Peace, 


39 


W  I  LLIAM  EdMUNDSON. 


Peace,  one  of  them  that  committed  me,  whofe 
Name  was  William  Moore ,  going  by,1  law  me 
Handing,  and  coming  up  to  me,  faid,  He  was 
very  firry  to  fee  me  there,  and  had  been  many 
Times  troubled  in  his  Mind  for  me,  jince  1  was 
committed,  but  he  could  not  now  help  it,  for  I 
was  committed  without  Bail  or  Mainprize.  I 
toid  him.  He  had  brought  that  Trouble  on  him- 
filf,  by  his  Halle  and  PaJJion  in  committing  me  on 
thofe  Terms,  f  or  my  Faith  and  Confcience  towards 
God.  He  laid,  He  was  very  firry  for  it,  and 
if  he  could  do  any  thing  for  me,  he  would  readily 
do  it.  Now  the  Enemies  of  Truth  reported, 
That  1  was  in  Prifin ,  becaufe  1  and  the  Qua¬ 
kers  were  for  no  Law  or  Government,  but  the 
Light  in  Man.  So  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  Opportunity  to  Ihew  the  Falfhood  of 
this  Report  to  the  Country:  And  I  defired 
him  to  get  me  Leave  to  come  into  Court  before 
the  Judge,  for  I  had  fomething  to  fay.  He 
faid,  He  had  fpoken  to  the  fudge  about  me,  but 
he  would  not  meddle  with  me,  being  1  was  com¬ 
mitted  at  the  SeJJions.  I  defired  him -however 
to  let  me  come  into  Court  :  So  he  went  into 
Court  and  prelently  lent  the  Coaler  for  me  ; 
but  fo  loon  as  lie  put  me  into  the  Seliion-houfe, 
he  Hipped  away. 

■  r  4  v  f  \  l  .1  i  y  ■*  v  * .  *  f  .  ..+  . 

Then  I  fpoke  to  the  People,  who  thronged, 
bidding  them,  Make  Way  for  the  Prifoner  :  On 
which  they  made  Way,  and  I  got  near  the 
Judge  ;  but  he  fpoke  aloud  and  alked,  Who  I 
was  I  Id  rat  1  was  l  and  What  I  came  there  for  ? 

I  anlwered 


W.  Moore 
a  Juftice 
of  the 


Falfe  Re- 
poits  raif- 
ed  of  our 
being 
again  tf 
Law  and 
Govern¬ 
ment. 
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I  anfwered  with  a  loud  Voice  and  faid,  1  am  a 
Prtfoner ,  and  have  been  a  clofe  Prifoner  four¬ 
teen  Weeks ,  for  my  Religion  and  Faith  towards 
God,  and  I  want  fujlice ,  and  to  be  tried  by  the 
Law  now  eftablijhed  ;  for  1  know  no  Law  that 
1  have  broken  :  And  1  am  one  who  have  ventured 
my  Life  to  eflablijh  the  Government  as  it  now 
(lands ;  and  own  the  Government  and  the  Laws. 
But  the  Judge  was  diflurbed,  and  cried  out  to 
the  Goaler  to  take  trie  away.  So  the  Goaler 
came,  and  I  cried  aloud  to  the  People,  to  Take 
W.  E.  Notice  and  bear  Witnefs,  I  owned  Government 
verment0'  and  wholhu  Laws>  and  defined  fu fiice  accord- 

_  _  .  i  g  11  • 


verment  .  '  -  j -  j 

ingly  3  but  could  not  have  it.  So  he  took  me 


and 
whole 
foine 
Laws, 


away,  but  prefently  one  was  fent  to  bid  him 
not  put  me  in  the  Dungeon.  Now  I  was  verv 
eafy  in  my  Spirit,  and  much  comforted  in  the 
Lord,  for  his  Power  was  with  me  ;  fome  fober 
ProfelTars  came  to  me  and  faid,  They  were  verv 
glad,  and  well  fatisfied  with  what  I  / aid  of  our 
owning  the  Government  and  Laws,  Jor  they  had 
heard  other  Things  concerning  us.  This  wrought 
mightily  in  the  Minds  of  People,  and  Truth 
got  Ground  :  And  the  next  Day  I  was  turned 
out  of  Prifon  without  any  Trial. 

lofeth  w"  ^T°W  t^ie  m°ft  of  the  Land  we  had  of  Kemp- 
Land.  ft on  was  recovered  from  him  by  Law,  by  one 

- Cozby  ;  fo  that  we  fent  our  Cattle  to 

RoffenaUis  graze  near  Rojfenallis,  and  being  now  at  Li¬ 
berty,  I  went  there  to  live  with  my  Family  ; 
the  Friends  that  removed  having  fettled  there¬ 
abouts,  where  we  kept  a  Meeting  twice  in  the 
N  Week 
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Week  for  the  Worship  of  God,  and  we  alfo 
got  Meetings  in  feveral  other  Places  to  fpread 
Truth. 


■  IS  ■  <  *  ,  *  \  ‘ 

SECT.  VI. 


Oj  feveral  Mint  firing  Friends  from  England. 
Hts  Imprijonment  at  Londonderry.  His 
deep  Exercife  on  the  Account  of  fome  loofe  Fro - 
J'efiors  of  Truth.  Of  the  general  Perfecution 
then  raging  againft  Friends ;  and  how  infir u- 
mental  he  was  in  allaying  that  Storm. 


BOUT  this  Time  feveral  Friends  in  the 
Minidry  came  from  England ,  labouring 
in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus,  viz.  Thomas  Loe ,  Thomas 
John  Burnyeat,  Robert  Lodge ,  and  feveral  hoe, 
others,  and  many  were  turned  to  the  Lord,g“"  t 
and  to  the  Knowledge  of  his  Way  of  Life  and  Robert 
Peace.  I  often  travelled  into  the  North  in  the  Lodse» 
Service  of  Truth,  viz.  to  Cavan,  Belturbet ,  ctvm, 
Newtown ,  Omagh,  Strabane,  Londonderry ,  and 
thofe  Parts,  and  wenl  through  many  Hard. 
fhtps  and  Dangers,  being  often  in  Prifon ;  yet  Strabane, 
the  Lord’s  powerful  Arm  preferved  me,  and  V°,ldon' 
carried  me  through  them  all,  praifed  be  his '  :  ’ 
iNamc  !  At  Strabane y  where  I  had  been  often 
and  imprifoned,  were  feveral  convinced  and  a 

G  Meeting 
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Meeting  fettled  ;  alfo  at  Londonderry  feveral 
were  convinced  of  the  Truth. 


/  -  #  .  ,  .  ,  ' 

One  Time  I  travelled  from  Strabane  into 

the  County  of  Dunnegall,  which  is  moftly 
inhabited  by  Scotch  People,  being  Prefbyte- 

SearchS  riam  >  I  was  moved  to  ride  from  Houle  to 
after  f.ch  Houfe,  and  ft  ill  afked,  If  there  were  any  that 
as  feared  feared  God?  They  looked  ftrangely  at  me,  and 
God'  wondered  I  fhould  alk  luch  a  Queftion  of  fuch 
religious  People.  I  came  to  one  Houfe  and 
called,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Houfe  came  out : 
I  afked  him,  If  there  were  any  that  feared  God 
there  ?  He  faid,  He  hoped  fo.  I  told  him,  1 
was  feeking  a  People  that  feared  God :  He  faid. 
It  was  a  good  Errand ;  and  afked.  Where  1 
dwelt ,  and  my  Name  ?  I  told  him ;  he  faid. 
He  was  an  Edmundfon  ;  and  bid  me  alight  and 
come  into  his  Houfe.  I  afked  him,  If  he  would 
let  me  have  a  Meeting  in  his  Houfe ,  and  tell  his 
Neighbours  and  Friends  of  it  ?  He  faid,  That  he 
perceived  1  was  a  Quaker,  and  he  ditrfl  not  do  it , 
for  their  Minifter  was  much  fet  againfl  the  Qua¬ 
kers,  and  himjelf  was  an  Elder  of  their  Church  : 
And  after  fome  Difcourfe  of  Religion,  we 
parted  lovingly,  and  I  travelled  on,  and  that 
Night  lay  at  an  Ale-houfe. 


Loiidon- 
dei  ry. 


The  next  Day  I  came  to  Londonderry ;  it 
was  Market-day,  and  there  were  Stage-players 
and  Rope-dancers  in  the  Market-place,  and 
Abundance  of  People  gathered  :  The  Lord’s 
Spirit  filled  my  Heart,  his  Power  ftruck  at 

them. 
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them,  and  his  Word  was  (harp.  So  I  flood 
in  the  Market-place,  and  proclaimed  the  Day 
of  the  Lord  among  them,  and  warned  them  all  <[f"the  iy 
to  repent :  The  Dread  of  the  Almighty  came  Lord  pro- 
over  them,  and  they  were  as  People  amazed.  , 
When  I  found  my  Spirit  a  little  eafed,  I  walk-  tirude 
ed  along  the  Street,  and  the  People  flocked about  a 
about  me,  I  found  my  Spirit  drawn  forth  to-  Uge 
wards  them.  I  flood  ftill  and  declared  Truth 
to  them,  direding  them  to  the  Light  of  Chrift 
in  their  own  Hearts,  and  they  were  very  fober 
and  attentive,  but  the  Stage-players  were  fore 
vexed  that  the  People  left  them,  and  followed 
me  :  Whereupon  they  got  the  Mayor  to  fend 
two  Officers  to  take  me  to  Prifon  :  So  they 
came  and  took  me ;  but  the  fober  People  were 
angry  that  Stage-players  fhould  be  buffered, 
and  a  Man  that  declared  againft  Wickednefs 
and  Vanity,  and  taught  the  Things  of  God,' 
mufl  not  be  fuffered,  but  haled  to  Prifon.  The  W.  E.  im- 
Officers  made  Excufe,  faying,  They  were  com- 
manded ,  and  muji  obey.  So  they  took  me  to  donderry. 
Prifon  :  The  Goaler  put  me  in  a  Room  that 
had  a  Window  facing  the  Market-place,  where  ■ 

I  had  a  full  Sight  of  the  People  ;  and  mv  Heart 
being  filled  with  the  Word  of  Life  and  Tefli- 
mony  of  Jefus,  I  thruft  my  Arm  out  at  the 
Window  and  waved  it,  till  fome  of  them 
e Spying,  came  near,  and  others  followed  apace  ; 
f '  '-hat  prefently  I  had  moft  of  the  People  from 
the  Stage-players,  which  vexed  them  much  : 

1  hen  they  got  the  Mayor  to  caufe  the  Goaler 
to  keep  me  clofe  j  fo  he  bolted  me,  and  locked 

G  2  my 
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my  Leg  to  a  Place  where  he  ufed  to  fallen 
condemned  Perfons.  There  I  fat  in  much 
Peace  of  Confcience,  and  fweet  Union  with 
toe  Spirit  of  Truth.  As  I  lat  in  a  heavenly 
Exercife,  I  heard  the  People  fhout  and  lay. 
‘I be  Man  had  broke  his  Back.  It  was  the  Man 

?>inoerPe  ^anc'nS  on  a  &°Pe>  which  broke  or  gave 
forelyhurt  ^  M »  lo  Oat  he  fell  on  the  Pavement,  and 
by  a  Pail,  was  forely  hurt.  Many  ProfelTors  came  into 
Pri!on  to  fee  me,  and  I  had  much  Dilcourfe 
with  them,  and  good  Service  for  Truth. 


After  a  few  Days,  being  fet  at  Liberty,  I 
travelled  through  the  North,  viliting  Friends 
at  their  Meetings,  where  were  alio  leveral  other 
Frjends  in  the  Mioiflry,  labouring  in  the  Gof- 
pel.  Many  People  were  convinced,  and  Meet¬ 
ings  increafed  mightily  ;  yet  fome  who  were 
convinced,  and  profelTed  Truth  in  Words,  did 
not  walk  anfwerable  in  their  Converfations,  but 


Caretefs 
Profeffors 
a  Grief  to 
W.  JL 


A  deep 
Exercife 
fei/  ed 
W.  Er 


were  cardcfs  and  loofe  from  under  the  Crofs 
of  Chrift,  both  in  Words  and  Deeds,  which 
gave  Occaficn  to  our  Adverfaries  to  reproach  u.% 
and  fpeak  Evil  of  the  Way  of  Truth,  and  was 
a  Stumbling-block  to  others,  in  whom  were 
Defires  after  the  Knowledge  of  God  and  the 
Way  of  Life.  The  Concern  of  this  came 
weightily  upon  me,  and  funk  my  Spirit  into  a 
riteo  Exercife  for  Truth,  which  was  difcernible 
in  my  Face  and  Body  to  thofe  that  knew  me, 
and  I  was  made  a  Threfhing-inftrument  in  the 
Hand  of  the  Lord,  to  thrtfh  fharply,  reprove 
and  rebuke  luch  as  walked  loofely  in  the  Li- 
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berty  of  their  Wills  and  Fiefb,  and  held  the 


Profeffion  of  Truth  in  Unrighteoufnefs ;  I  could 
not  get  from  under  this  Burthen,  till  it  pleafed 
God  to  fend  his  Servant  George  Fox  to  fet  up 
Men  and  Women’s  Meetings,  and  then  I  was 
eafed  ;  of  which  hereafter. 

Now  was  King  Charles  coming  in,  and  thefe  j  66  r# 
Nations  were  in  Heaps  of  Confulion,  and  ran 
upon  us,  as  if  they  would  have  deftroyed  us  at 
once,  or  fwaliowed  us  up,  breaking  up  our 
Meetings,  taking  us  up  in  Highways,  and 
haling  us  to  Prifon  ;  fo  that  it  was  a  general  A  general 
Imprifonment  of  Friends  in  this  Nation.  I  was 
Piifoner  at  Maryborough ,  with  many  more  Friends. 
Friends,  yet  the  Lord  fupported  and  bore  up  Marybo- 
our  Spirits  above  Sufferings  and  Men’s  Cruelties.  fol'sh* 

So  that  Friends  were  frtfh  and  lively  in  the 
Loid’s  Goodnefs  and  Covenant  of  Light  and 
Life,  contented  in  the  Will  of  God  ;  for  we 
had  many  heavenly  bleffed  Meetings  in  Prifon, 
and  the  Lord’s  Prefence  with  us,  to  our 
great  Comfort  and  Cohfolation  in  him  who 


wrought  Liberty  for  us  in  his  own  Time. 


AfterThings  were  a  little  fettled,  and  People’s 
Minds  began  to  cool,  1  found  fomething  upon 
my  Spirit  to  make  Application  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment^  for  Friends’  Liberty.  I  got  Leave  for 
nry/elf  of  the  Sheriff  for  about  twenty  Days  •  fo  EarIs  cf 
went  to  Dublin  and  petitioned  the' Lords  Juf-  aiT7 
tices,  who  then  were  the  Earls  of  Orren  and  Moimt- 


Mountrath,  and  Sir  Morris  Eujlace ,  Chan- 


ccilor, 


Libe*  ty. 


Fhe 
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cellor,  that  Friends  in  the  Nation  might  be  fet 
at  Liberty :  I  was  clofe  exercifed  in  that  Ser¬ 
vice,  but  the  Lord’s  Power  gave  me  Courage, 
opened  my  Way  to  proceed  and  gave  Succefs  to 

fainet'han  5t  }  fo  that  1  8ot  an  °rder  for  Friends’  Liberty 
Order  for  throughout  the  Nation,  though  they  were  full 
Friends-  of  Bufinefs,  and  Abundance  of  People  of  all 
Sorts  attending.  We  got  feveral  Copies  of  our 
Order  figned  by  the  Lords  Juftices,  and  fent 
them  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  feveral  Counties 
where  Friends  were  in  Prifon. 


He  vifit- 
eth 

Friends 
through 
the  Na¬ 
tion,  &c. 


Friends 
detained 
in  Prifon 
for  Fees. 


Soon  after  I  vifited  Friends’  Meetings  through 
the  Nation,  and  enquired  if  the  Order  was 
obeyed  by  the  feveral  Sheriffs,  and  we  were 
fweetly  comforted  in  the  Lord,  and  one  in 
another.  In  about  fix  Weeks  Time  I  perform¬ 
ed  this  Service,  returned  and  found  Friends  in 
our  County  kept  in  Prifon  :  So  I  went  to  Ma¬ 
ryborough ,  where  they  were.  It  was  in  the 
Time  of  the  Quarter-Sefiions,  and  I  took  an 
Opportunity  to  fpeak  to  the  Juftices  and  High 
Sheriff,  to  know  the  Reafon  why  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  Order  for  Friends’  Liberty  was  not 
obeyed  ;  the  Sheriff  faid,  It  was  for  Fees,  and 
they  fkould  pay  their  Fees,  or  lie  there  and  rot : 
But  the  Juftices  fympathized  with  Friends, 
for  our  innocent  Sufferings  had  gained  much 
on  People’s  Minds.  So  I  defired  the  Juftices 
to  give  me  a  Certificate  what  Friends  were 
detained  in  Prifon  for,  which  accordingly  they 
did,  and  three  of  them  figned  it. 

-  fi  rode 
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I  rode  ftraight  to  Dublin ,  and  found  John 
Burnyeat  and  Robert  Lodge  in  Prifon,  taken  at 
fhe  Meeting  the  Day  before  :  I  went  early  in  eat 
the  Morning  to  the  Mayor,  and  got  their  and 
Liberty,  and  then  went  to  the  Earl  of  Mount-  Robert 
ruth's  Lodging  :  For  when  I  was  at  Dublin  reefed, 
before,  the  Lord  gave  me  a  Place  in  his  Heart,  The  Earl 
which  he  retained  to  his  Death  ;  alfo  his  Son  of  Mount- 
after  him  was  always  kind,  and  ready  to  do,"ths“d 
Friends  Good  upon  Occafion.  When  I  came  both  kind 
to  the  Earl’s  Lodging,  he  was  in  his  Coach toFriend3 
going  to  Council  ;  he  faw  me  coming,  and 
flopped  his  Coach  :  I  told  him  my  Bufinefs, 
and  gave  him  the  Juftice’s  Certificate.  He  bid’ 
me  follow  him  to  the  Council- Chamber  j  and 
that  Forenoon  he  got  me  a  full  Order  to  the 
Sheriff,  to  fet  Friends  at  Liberty,  without  pay¬ 
ing  Fees  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  as  they 
would  anfwer  the  contrary.  I  hafted  with  the 
Order  and  gave  it  to  the  Sheriff,  who  imme¬ 
diately  fet  Ftiends  at  Liberty,  but  was  very  Friends 
angry  at  me,  calling  me  Devil,  and  many  bad 
Names :  But  Friends  were  much  confirmed  in  leafed, 
the  Lord,  who  wrought  their  Liberty  beyond 
Expectation. 

We  were  imprifoned  feveral  Times,  and  the 
Lord  made  Way  for  our  Liberty,  but  Sheriffs 
and  Clerks  of  the  Crown  would  take  our  Goods 
for  Fees ;  the  Sheriff  Thomas  Piggot  of  Dijfart 
took  from  me  at  one  Time,  on  that  Account 
four  large  Cows,  worth  twelve  or  thirteen 
Pounds,  and  z  great  Deal  of  Cows  and  other 

Goods 
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—  ^ibftancT  wafted  "after.  ^  “  ™  ">  * 


Now  the  Bifhops  being  fettled,  the  Priefts 
were  very  fierce  on  us  for  Tithes,  their  Main¬ 
tenance  and  Church  Dues,  as  they  called  them  • 
and  fummoned  us  to  the  flop's  Court Zd 
excommunicated,  moft  of  the  Men  Friends 

w.  E.  Df •  °Ur  IV?eetinS>  and  took  them  by  a  Writ  to 
and  many  *“On.  I  was  excommunicated  with  the  reft. 
Friends  but  was  abroad  in  Truth’s  Service  when  they 

nica°tT'were  taken>  When  1  came  Home  the  Officers 
met  me,  for  I  did  not  ffiun  them,  but  they 

would  not  take  me  to  Prifon,  for  they  faid, 
They  had  too  many  in  Prifon  already,  who  were 
kept  from  their  Labours  and  Families  ;  yet 
Friends  were  eafy  in  their  Spirits,  being  given 
tip  to  fuffer  for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  and 
in  the  Prifon  every  one  fettled  to  one  Employ¬ 
ment  or  other.  *  J 
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SECT,  VII. 

Qf  the  Government,  and  Chancellor  Boy  lb  Cle¬ 
mency  towards  Friends ,  upon  W.  E.b  peti¬ 
tioning  them  againft  G.  Claphamh  Cruelty, 
then  Friejl  oj  Mountmelick.  Of  his  pro¬ 
phetic  W i armng  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Lon¬ 
donderry  ;  and  Conference  afterwards  with 
tho  Bifop  and  Mayor  of  that  Place ;  and  the 
Settling  of  Meetings  for  Difcipline  in  Ireland., 
by  G.  F.  in  1669. 

*  '  '  *  '•  .  %  > 

I 

I  Having  my  Liberty,  found  a  Coneern  on 
my  Mind,  to  follieit  the  Government 
againft  the  Priefts’  Fiercenefs  and  Cruelty ;  for 
George  Clapham,  Prieft  of  Mountmelick ,  en- George 
deavoured  to  prevent  the  Millers  grinding  our  ^ '?piia?’ 
Corn  for  our  families,  or  any  to  fpeak  or  Mount- 
trade  with  us,  or  any  of  our  Families:  He meIick 
watched  the  Market  and  Friends’  Shops,  FrieiS 
and  thofe  he  faw,  or  knew  to  deal  with 
Friends,  he  fent  the  Apparitor  to  fummon 
them  to  the  Bifhop’s  Court ;  fo  forced  them  to 
pay  him  and  the  Apparitor  Money  to  get  freed 
from  that  Trouble,  they  being  afraid  of  the 
Biftiop’s  Court,  it  bore  fuch  a  great  Name. 

H  this 


» 
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1 66^.  This  Prieft  told  his  Hearers,  That  if  they 
met  any  of  us  in  the  High- way,  they  (hould  Jhun 
in  as  they  would  feun  the  Plague  ;  and  if  they 
owed  us  any  liking,  they  need  not  pay  it  ;  or  if 
they  knocked  us  on  the  Head, ,  the  Law  would  bear 
them  out.  At  which  the  People  were  mightily 
JeLo,  troubled,  and  in  general  their  Love  declined 

increafwt6  ^i0m  £he  Prieft,  and  drew  towards  Friends  ; 
to  Friends  they  would  offer  their  Servants  to  carry  our 
Corn  to  the  Mill,  that  we  might  get  Bread  for 
our  Families,  or  any  other  Kindnefs  they  could 
do  for  us. 

I  drew  up  a  great  deal  of  his  grofs  Proceed¬ 
ings,  and  got  many  Hands  to  them  of  his 
own  People,  who  had  been  abufed  ;  fo  went 
to  Dublin  and  petitioned  the  Government, 
who  with  the  Primate  took  Notice  of  it,  and 
the  Privy-council  refented  it,  being  contrary 
to  all  Law  and  Rule  :  So  fent  an  Order  for 
the  Prieft  and  Apparitor  to  appear  before  the 
Council  ;  they  came  and  were  Sharply  reproved,, 
and  had  been  punifhed,  for  the  Primate  faid. 
Primate  He  would  make  them  Examples ,  but  that  I  told 
him,  We  defined  Nothing  but  to  be  quiet ,  and 
very  kind,  live  peaceably  in  our  Callings ,  and  that  they 
would  dejifl  from  their  Cruelty  ;  the  Primate, 

'  who  was  alfo  Chancellor,  faid,  If  they  did  not 
defifl ,  do  but  write  to  him ,  and  he  would  make 
'  ‘  them  Examples  to  the  Nation.  So  I  forgave 
them,  and  Set  all  fall.  This  gained  much  on 
the  Minds  of  many  chief  Men  in  Authority. 


Now 
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Now  this  Pried  was  very  angry  againft  me,  1665. 

4 


QD  J  w  y  1  1 

took  my  Neighbour’s  Horie  and  Carr,  came  to  returneth 
my  Houfe  and  loaded  and  carried  away  a  great  Lv/ll,&c‘ 


deal  of  Cheefe ;  alfo  at  that  Time  took  away 
much  Goods,  Corn,  and  wearing  Cloths  from 
Friends  of  our  Meeting,  for  lome  Church 
Dues,  as  he  laid  ;  and  I  being  at  a  Meeting  in 
Mountmelick,  as  I  uted  to  be  when  at  Home, 


he  being  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  fent  a  Confta- 
ble  to  apprehend  me,  and  made  a  Mittimus  to 
fend  me  to  Maryborough  Goal,  but  the  Earl  of 


Mountrath  fuperfeded  his  Warrant,  and  fet  me 
at  Liberty  till  the  Affizes. 

0 

When  the  Affizes  came,  he  flood  by  me  Earl  of 
againft  the  Laid  Prieft,  who  had  drawn  up  two 
Indictments  againft  me  ;  and  when  they  came  by\v* 
into  Court,  four  Lawyers  one  after  another  againft 
pleaded  for  me,  though  I  knew  Nothing  of  Q.',pjvu 
them  or  gave  them  any  Fee  ;  but  the  Lord 
gave  us  Place  in  the  Hearts  of  People,  and  their 
Bowels  yerned  towards  us,  fo  that  as  I  paffed 
through  them  in  the  Court-houfe,  they  would 
fay,  The  Lord  blefs  you,  William,  the  Lord  help 
you,  William.  The  Indictment  was  quafhed, 
and  the  Prieft  hilled  at  by  the  Court  to  his 
Shame  ;  the  Judge  alfo  turned  againft  him  : 
Several  Friends  came  a  great  Way  to  fee  and 
hear  the  Trial,  and  greatly  rejoiced  in  the 
Lord  to  fee  the  Prieft  fruftrated  in  his  evil 
Defigns. 

O  • 


II  2 


Another 
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3665,  Another  Time  this  Prieft  Clapham  indicted 
Prieft  feveial  Friends  of  our  Meeting  at  the  Affizes 
Clapham  at  Maryborough ,  and  me  for  being  at  a  Meet- 

eth ‘me- in|-fuch  a  Da)r>  which  he  called  An  unlawful 
nemy  to  Aftembly ;  and  for  not  being  at  Church,  as  he 
Piiends.  called  it,  the  fame  Day.  He  alfo  indidted  me 

for  not  paying  a  Levy,  or  Sefs  towards  the  Re¬ 
pairs  of  his  Worfhip-houfe,  though  the  War¬ 
dens  and  Conftable  had  before  taken  from  me 
for  the  fame,  a  Mare  worth  three  Pounds  ten 
Shillings.  Several  Friends  were  thus  proceeded 
againft,  and  we  were  fined,  and  Order  given 
to  diftram  our  Goods  ;  on  which  Account  I 
rode  to  Dublin ,  and  petitioned  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Council  c  I  and  one  other  Friend 
were  admitted  into  the  Council-chamber,  to 
Rate  our  Grievance,  and  had  a  very  fair  Hear¬ 
ing,  that  Judge  being  prefent  who  gave  Judg¬ 
ment  againft  us  at  the  Affizes  :  The  Council 
gave  their  Judgment,  That  their  Proceedings 
were  illegal :  And  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would 
know,  Why  we  did  not  pay  Tithes  to  the  Mini-  ' 
Hcb.7. 1  -■  jJers  ?  So  I  ffiewed  him  cut  of,  the  Scriptures, 
The  Law  The  Law  was  ended  that  gave  Tithes ,  and  the 
»w  Priefthcod  changed  that  received  them ,  by  the 
Titiies,  Coming  and  buffer  mg  of  Chrift,  who  had  fettled 

Prieftliood  a  Miniftry  on  better  Terms,  and  ordered  them  a 
that  k-  Maintenance :  He  would  know,  what  Main- 
ceived  tenance  the  Minijlry  mujl  have  ?  I  told  him, 
them.  Chrift’ s  Allowance,  and  I  ffiewed  him  from  the 

Mat.  10.  Scriptures  what  it  was,  as  the  Lord  opened 
8  to  14.  them  to  mej  fry  his  Spirit  and  Power  that  was 
with  me,  which  gave  me  Wifdom  and  Utter¬ 
ance, 


William  Edmdndson,  53 

ance,  and  fet  home  what  I  faid  unto  their  1665. 
Underftandings.  There  were  three  Bifhops 
prefent,  and  not  one  of  them  replied  in  all  fwfpre- 
this  Difcourfe,  though  fo  nearly  concerned  intent  in  the  , 
it.  In  the  Conclufion,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  CounclL 
bid  God  blefs  us,  adding,  We  jhould  not  J'uffer 
for  not  going  to  their  public  Worjhip,  neither  for 
going  to  our  Meetings.  Now  this  quieted  the 
Prieft,  and  it  went  foon  abroad,  that  the  Qua¬ 
kers  had  the  Liberty  of  their  Religion,  which 
was  a  great  Eafe  to  Friends,  for  we  had  been 
often  imprifoned,  and  had  much  Goods  taken 
from  us  on  that  Account. 

One  Time  I  was  in  the  County  of  Armagh 
vifiting  Friends,  where  our  Meetings  were 
broken  up  by  Soldiers,  and  many  of  us  put  in  Many 
Prifon  in  Armagh  Goal,  there  we  had  living  jnVprifon- 
powerful  Meetings,  many  Friends  and  friendly  ed  at  Ar- 
People  came  out  of  the  Country  to  them,  and  in:iSlu 
though  under  Sufferings,  we  had  a  fweet  hea¬ 
venly  refrefhing  Time,  for  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  did  fhine  among  us.  There  were  in  the 
Miniftry  George  Gregjlon  and  I.  The  Prieft 
of  the  Town  kept  his  Worfhip  in  the  Seflion- 
houfe,  and  it  being  under  one  Roof  with  the 
Goal,  we  could  hear  him  at  his  Worfhip  ;  like- 
wife  he  and  his  People  could  hear  us  at  ours  ; 
and  the  Lord’s  Power  fo  confounded  him,  that  The  Prieft 
he  could  not  get  on  in  his  Devotion,  but  left  co,nfol!l’d~ 

^  11}  illS 

the  Place,  and  came  no  more  to  Worfhip  there  Devotion, 
while  we  were  Prifoneis :  The  Lord’s  Power, 

1  ,  Truth 


i 
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166$.  Tiutn  and  Teftimony  were  over  thern  all, 
everlafting  Praifes  to  his  great  Name. 

■  I  *  / 

W.  E.  is  Another  Time  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to 

!v’.  ^rom  my  ovvn  Houfe  to  Londonderry,  to 

tionderry,  warn  them  to  Repent,  or  the  Lord  would  bring 

them*™  a  Scour£e  over  them  :  So  in  Obedience  to  the 
Repent*-  L°rd  I  went,  and  when  I  came  there  it  hap- 
ance.  pened  to  be  a  Day  of  Humiliation,  as  they  called 
it,  being  at  the  Time  the  Plague  was  in  Lon¬ 
don.  They  were  gone  to  their  Wo  r  da  ip  at  the 
Cathedral,  and  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  go 
there.  When  I  came  to  the  Door,  the  Man 
that  ufed  to  ring  the  Bells  met  me,  and  took 
me  by  the  Hand,  and  led  me  near  the  Pulpit, 
where  the  Bifhop  was  preaching  ;  he  thought 
he  bad  got  a  Prejbyterian  Convert,  and  did  not 
take  off'  my  Plat,  till  he  faw  the  People  gaze 
at  me,  which  he  obferving,  took  my  Hat  off 
and  laid  it  by,  I  flood  there  till  the  Bifhop 
had  done  Preaching,  the  People’s  Eyes  were 
on  me,  and  I  fpoke  what  the  Lord  gave  me 
to  fay,  warning  them  to  Repent,  or  the  Lord 
would  bring  a  Scourge  over  them,  and  Scale  their 
Walls  without  a  Ladder :  The  Bifhop  called  to 
the  Mayor  and  Officers  to  take  me  away,  but 
the  Dread  of  the  Lord’s  Power  was  over  them, 
they  all  fat  ft  ill,  and  did  not  moleft  me.  When 
I  had  delivered  the  Lord’s  Meffage,  I  went  to¬ 
wards  the  Door,  where  the  Man  that  led  me  in 
met  me,  and  took  me  by  the  Hand,  having  my 
Hat  in  his  other  Hand  \  fo  led  me  to  the  Door, 

put 
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put  my  Hat  on  my  Head,  and  bid  God  [peed  1665. 

me  well. 


I  went  to  my  Lodging,  which  was  a  public 
Houle,  kept  by  John  Gibfon ,  he  and  his  Wife 
were  convinced  of  the  Truth  ;  there  I  was  mo¬ 
ved  to  write  a  Paper  to  the  Bifhop  and  Magi- 
fl rates,  and  the  next  Day  I  went  to  the  Bifhop’s 
Houfe  with  it,  he  lived  in  the  City  ;  I  knocked 
at  the  Door,  and  the  Man  who  led  me  in  and 
out  of  the  Worfbip-houfe  the  Day  before, 
opened  the  Door,  and  made  his  Apology,  ’That 
he  did  me  no  Harm  at  the  Church  :  I  told  him, 
He  did  well,  and  alked  him  for  the  Bifhop  j 
he  faid,  He  was  gone  to  Dinner,  and  a  great 
man y  Gentlemen  with  him  ■,  for  it  was  a  great 
Meeting  of  them  ;  and  he  told  me,  It  would  be 
better  to  come  when  they  had  dined. 


W.  E. 
writeth  a 
Paper  to 
the  Bi  (hop 
and  Magi- 
iirates. 

Went 
with  it  to 
the  Bifhop 


I  went  back  to  my  Lodging,  and  in  a  little 
Time  came  again,  and  they  having  then  dined, 
I  fent  my  Paper  to  them,  and  they  fent  a  Prieft 
to  call  me  up  ;  and  as  I  was  going  up  the  Stairs 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  faid  unto  me,  1  will 
make  thee  as  a  Wall  of  Brafs  :  There  was  the 
Bifhop,  the  Governor,  the  Mayor,  feveral 
Juftices,  Priefts,  and  divers  others,  in  a  great 
Dining-room  ;  the  Bifhop  fat  with  his  Hat  on, 
and  the  reft  all  flood  bare-headed.  When  I 
came  into  the  Room,  the  Bifhop  rofe  up  from 
his  Seat,  put  off  his  Hat,  and  met  me  with 
feveral  low  Bows ;  but  I  was  as  a  Wall  of  Braft, 
and  flood  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord,  that  was 

with 


ft 
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The  Bi- 
Ihop  re¬ 
quired 
the  May¬ 
or  to  ex¬ 
amine 

W.  E. 


He  was  a 
tender- 
fpirited 
Man. 


with  me,  which  fmote  him  ;  then  he  fat  down, 
and  told  me,  That  what  1  /aid  at  their  W or/hip 
t.oe  Bay  before  was  true ,  and  he  preached  the 
Jame >  and  pointed  to  two  of  the  Priefts,  fay- 
ing,  <1  hey  preached  the  fame ,  therefore  there  was 
no  Need  of  me.  I  told  him,  The  more  Preachers 
of  Truth  the  better ,  and  there  was  Need  enough  j 
afid  he  being  Pi  (hop  there ,  ought  to  encourage  me  $ 
he  faid,  He  muft  know  what  1  came  to  the  City 
for>  find  who  fent  me,  and  bid  the  IVIayor  ex¬ 
amine  me  .  So  the  Mayor  came  from  among 
the  red,  and  afked  me,  Where  1  dwelt  ?  I  told 
him,  In  t  he  Queens-  County ;  he  afked  What 
Trade  I  was  ?  I  told  him,  A  Plowman  \  he 
afked.  My  Bufmejs  there,  and  who  fent  me  ? 
I  told  him,  The  Lord  Jefiis  Chrijl  fent  me,  tv 
wai  n  them  to  Repent,  or  he  would  lafh  them  with 
his  Judgments.  As  I  declared  this,  the  Lord’s 
Power  reached  him,  and  he  could  not  refrain 
from  Tears,  being  a  tender-fpirited  Man  ;  fo 
he  went  back  behind  the  reft. 


TheEi-  The  Bifhop  feeing  this,  was  amazed,  and 
zedf Jma"  bid  two  of  his  Waiting-men  take  me  into  the 
Buttery,  and  make  me  eat  and  drink  :  So  they 
took  me  by  the  Arms  down  the  Stairs,  and  bid 
me  go  into  the  Buttery  to  eat  and  drink  ;  I  told 
them,  I  would  not  eat  or  drink  there ;  but  they 
urged  me,  faying,  I  heard  their  Lord  command 
them  to  make  me  eat  and  drink.  I  afked  them. 
If  they  were  Chriftians  at  that  Houfe  ?  They 
faid,  Yes  ;  then  faid  I,  Let  your  Yea  be  Yea,  and 
your  Nay  be  Nay ,  for  that  is  Chrift’s  Command ; 

-  -  I  faid. 


i 
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1  [aid,  1  will  not  eat  or  drink  here,  and  yon  take  1665. 
no  Notice  of  it,  being  accuftomed  to  break  your 
Tea  and  Nay :  So  they  ftood  filent,  and  let  me 
go,  for  the  Lord’s  Power  aflonifhed  them, 
and  was  over  them  all. 

I  - 

I  went  to  my  Lodging,  and  was  moved  of 
the  Lord  to  write  a  Paper*  and  put  it  on  the  W.  Ii. 
Gates  of  the  City,  and  to  declare  the  Lord's 
Mejfage  through  the  Streets;  accordingly  I  puts  it  on 
wrote  a  Paper  that  Evening,  and  was  moved  llie  Gates, 
in  the  Morning,  firft  to  go  to  the  Mayor  ;  io 
went  to  his  Hoafe,  and  told  him  the  MetTage 
I  had  to  the  City  ;  he  faid,  The  Bi [hop  had  chid 
him  the  Day  before ,  becaufe  he  did  not  fend  me 
to  Prifon  ;  but  he  did  not  intend  to  do  it,  fo  long 
as  the  Law  would  bear  him  harmlefs ,  and  wifhed 
he  had  me  lading  by  him,  I  Jhould  foon  have  ano¬ 
ther  to  help  to  fupprefs  Wickednefs  :  So- 1  went 
from  the  Mayor,  and  beginning  near  Water- 
Gate,  I  founded  the  Lord’s  MefFage  through  The 
the  Streets ;  it  was  dreadful  to  the  People,  and 
feveral  ran  as  before  naked  Swords.  As  I  came  Warning  . 
near  the  main  Guard,  a  Soldier  being  at  the  t0  Lon_ 
Door  mocked,  but  in  the  Dread  of  the  Lord’s  donue:G'* 
Power  I  looked  in  at  the  Guard-houfe  Door, 
and  cried,  Soldiers  !  All  Repent :  The  Soldiers 
on  the  Guard  were  (mitten,  as  Men  affrighted, 
for  the  Power  of  the  Lord  was  mighty,  in 
which  I  performed  this  Service  ;  and  when  I 
had  done,  I  put  a  Paper  on  the  Gates,  as  the 
Lord  moved  me.  Being  clear,  I  left  the  City, 
and  vifited  Friends’  Meeings  in  the  North, 

I  and 


\ 


\ 
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and.  they  admired  the  Lord’s  Goodnefs  that 
carried  me  through  that  Service  without  a 

Prifon. 

*  0 

G.  Wild  The  fame  Day  I  left  Londonderry ,  the 

I  ondo n°f  ®^°P  took  ^is  Journey  towards  Dublin ,  and, 
derry.0"'  as  I  was  informed  by  thofe  who  faid  they 
heard  him,  he  preached  a  Sermon  before  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Government  againft  the 
Quakers,  comparing  us  to  Korah ,  Dathan  and 
Abiram,  urging  them  with  many  Arguments 
to  fupprefs  us  ;  but  he  was  taken  Tick  in  the 
Worfhip-houfe,  carried  to  his  Lodging,  and 
died,  having  preached  his  laft  Sermon  againft 
the  Lord’s  People  and  Servants,  who  truly 
fear  him. 

The  People  of  Londonderry  afterwards  re- 
membred  thefe  Warnings,  and  fpoke  of  them 
in  their  great  Diftrefs  in  the  laft  Siege,  when 
Thoufands  died  miferably  for  want  of  Bread, 
The  and  through  other  Miferies,  The  Lord  having 
abovefiid  Jcaled  their  Walls  ‘without  a  Ladder ,  yet  fuf- 
fii.rii"  d.S  fered  not  their  Enemies  to  get  the  City  with 
Force  of  Arms,  or  Scaling-ladders.  And 
thus  the  Warning  before  given  them  was 
fulfilled. 

1669.  In  the  Year  1669,  George  Fox  came  to  Ire¬ 
land,  and  feveral  Friends  in  the  Miniftry  with 
Meetings  .  he  fettled  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings 
iVme  fet-~  among  Friends  throughout  the  Nation,  i.  e. 
tied.  That  faithful  Men  and  Wt omen  fmild  take  Care 
1  '  in 
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in  the  Government  of  Church- Affairs,  among  our 
own  Society ,  which  were  and  are  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice. ,  I  was  much  eafed  by  it,  as  I  told  George 
Fox  at  that  Time,  for  I  had  a  great  Concern 
in  thole  Things,  which  had  lain  heavy  upon 
my  Spirit  for  leveral  Years  before  ;  this  gave 
every  faithful  Friend  a  Share  of  the  Burthen. 
I  travelled  with  G.  F.  from  Place  to  Place  in 
the  leveral  Provinces.  When  he  had  anfwered 
his  Service  here,  and  was  gone  for  England ,  I 
laboured  among  Friends  in  this  Nation,  both 
in  Dodrine  and  Church-Difcipline,  the  Lord 
having  given  me  an  Underftanding  in  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  his  Church,  and  his  heavenly 
Power  attending,  which  enabled  me  to  g° 
through,  and  carried  me  over  all  Oppofition. 


W.  E. 
travels 
with  G.F. 


SECT.  VIII. 

t 

Of  his  various  Travels,  Perils ,  and  Exercifes, 
both  by  Sea  and  Land  in  America,  whither 
he  went  in  the  Service  of  the  Go/pel  in  1671. 

And  of  the  Vifion  he  had  in  his  Return ,  con¬ 
cerning  an  approaching  Scarcity  for  two 
lean,  though  then  a  Time  of  Plenty. 

IN  the  Year  1671,  I  had  Movings  upon  my  j67I, 
Spirit  to  travel  to  the  hVed- Indies ,  which  / 
Th  ing  had  remained  with  me  for  fome  Time 

I  2  before ; 
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W.  E. 
intends 
to  vilit 
Friends  in 
the  Weft- 
Indies. 


Liverpool 

London, 

Yearly- 

Meeting. 


W.  E. 

w  ith  feve- 
ral  others 
eo  to  A- 


o 

merica 


The  Lord 
delivered 
them  from 
a  bailee 
man, 
for  a 
larger 
Account 
of  this 
Voyage, 
fee  G.  Fs 
journal. 

Lag-  427- 
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beiore  :  So  I  went  to  the  Half- 1(  ear’s  Meeting 
at  Dublin  in  the  third  Month,  where  I  ac¬ 
quainted  Friends  with  my  intended  Journey, 
who  had  Unity  therewith,  and  the  Lord’s  Pre- 
ience  and  Power  appeared  mightily  among  us, 
to  our  great  Comfort,  Confirmation  and  Satis¬ 
faction.  When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting 
was  over,  I  parted  there  with  my  Wife  and 
Friends  in  much  Tendernefs,  under  a  heavenly 
Senfe  of  the  Lord’s  Prelence  ;  fo  took  Shipping, 
and  landed  near  Liverpool,  from  thence  tra¬ 
velled  to  London,  and  came  there  on  the  firft 
Day  of  the  Yearly-Meeting,  and  abode  until 
the  Meeting  was  over.  I  alfo  (laid  tome  Weeks 
after  vifiting  Friends  in  their  Meetings. 

Now  feveral  Friends  in  the  Miniftry  were 
there,  ready  to  go  to  the  Well-Indies  in  Truth’s 
Service,  viz.  George  Fox,  Lhomas  Briggs,  'John 
Stubbs,  j  antes  Lane  after,  Robert  Widders,  and 
feveral  others;  we  went  together  in  one  Veflel 
bound  for  Jamaica,  but  intended  to  touch  at 
Barbadoes.  We  had  many  precious  comfort¬ 
able  Meetings  aboard  the  Ship,  but  in  our 
Voyage  were  chafed  by  a  Pirate,  a  Salleeman, 
which  in  a  Moon-light  Night  came  up  with 
us,  and  was  ready  to  board  us,  but  immedi¬ 
ately  a  Cloud  covered  us,  and  a  frefn  Gale  of 
Wind  out  of  the  Cloud  carried  us  clear  away. 
Thus  the  Lord  eminently  faved  us  out  of  their 
Hands,  we  were  afterwards  certainly  informed 
who  he  was. 


Several 


William  Edmondson,  6i 

Several  of  us  landed  in  Barbadoes ,  in  the  1671. 
eighth  Month  1671,  and  James  Lanca(ler,‘^^~> 
John  Cartwright  and  George  P  after fon  went 
in  the  Ship  to  Jamaica.  At  Barbadoes  we 
had  great  Service  for  the  Lord  and  the  Good 
of  People,  many  were  convinced  and  turned  to 
the  Lord,  and  brought  into  the  Way  of  Life 
and  Peace. 

I 

After  we  had  laboured  there  fomeTime  in  the 
Service  of  Truth,  Thomas  Briggs  my  Fellow- 
Traveller  and  I,  were  moved  of  the  Lord  to 
vifit  the  Leeward-IJlands,  and  Col.  Morris  inCoLMor- 
Barbadoes  would  go  with  us :  So  we  took  Ship-  ns* 
ping,  and  in  four  Days  landed  in  Antigua , 
where  we  had  great  Meetings,  and  many  Many 
were  convinced  and  turned  to  the  Lord  ;  fe-  ^Anti-^ 
veral  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  Officers  and  chief  gua. 

Men  came  to  Meetings,  and  confefled  to  the 
Truth,  which  we  declared  in  the  Power  of 
God.  This  foon  went  abroad  and  alarmed 
the  other  Iflands. 

\ 

When  we  were  clear  to  leave  Antigua ,  we 
found  our  Spirits  drawn  to  vifit  the  Ifland  of 
Nevis,  and  Col.  Wenthrop  (who  had  been  Go-  Nevis, 
vernor  of  Antigua,  being  convinced,  he  and  Coi.vyn- 
his  Family  received  the  Truth,  we  had  feveral  Family’' 
large  heavenly  Meetings  in  his  Houfe)  would  received 
go  with  us  to  Nevis,  and  having  a  Veffel  o(  his  thc  ln‘m* 
own,  (hipped  us  in  it,  with  himfelf,  Col.  Mor¬ 
ris,  their  Waitingmen  and  Seamen.  So  we  fet 
Sail  from  Antigua ,  and  in  the  Way  we  touched  Antigua, 

at 
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1671.  at  a  little  Mand  called  Barbada ,  where  we 

?ad®  a  ,little  Stay»  and  had  fome  Service 
tor  I  ruth. 

«• 

Kcms.  Then  we  failed  to  Nevis,  and  when  we  came 
W.  E.  un-  near  the  Ifland  I  was  under  great  Exercife  of 

Exefeife  dor  f  found  iomething  working  againft 

at  Sea.  us,  and  the  Teftimony  we  had  to  bear  for  God. 
I  told  the  two  Colonels,  That  there  was  fome - 
thing  wot  king  againjl  us ,  and  defred  them  as 
fion  as  we  dropped  Anchor ,  immediately  to  go  in 
their  Boat,  and  not  to  flay  drejjing  and  trim¬ 
ming  themfelves,  as  they  and  Juch  Per/ons  ufe  to 
do  p  So  would  they  only  be  taken  Notice  of  as 
being  great  Perjons  :  And  perhaps  we  might 
come  privately  after  them,  and  get  fome  Service 
for  Truth  among  the  People  in  the  If  and,  before 
we  were  taken  much  Notice  of ;  but  they 
thought  their  great  Name  would  have  gone 
over  all  Oppofition. 

/  *  *  1  t 

They  caft  So  when  they  came  to  Anchor,  they  went 
Anchor.  f0  trim  and  drefs  themfelves  as  ufually  ;  this 
took  up  fome  Time.  I  was  under  a  Weight  of 
Trouble  ;  and  when  they  were  ready  to  go  on 
Shore,  a  Marfhal  came  aboard,  with  Orders 
from  the  Governor,  That  none  flmdd  come 
afore,  until  he  knew  whence  the  Vef'el  came, 
and  who  were  in  her.  Then  we  were  all  ftaid 
aboard  the  Veil'd,  and  a  MelTenger  fent  to  the 
None  Governor,  who  prefently  fent  an  Officer  and 
to  'ro  oif  Soldiers  aboard,  with  ftridt  Command,  That 
Shore.  n:ne  °f  us  fhould  go  afore,  or  any  come  from 

Shore 


* 


William  Edmondson, 


63 

Shore  to  {peak  ’with  us,  upon  Penalty  of  a  great  1671. 
P me  5  but  tbs  Officer  and  Soldiers  were  very 
kind,  and  buffered  feveral  Friends  to  come 
aboard  to  vilit  us.  There  were  feveral  honelt 
tender  Friends  in  thatjfland,  who  were  joy¬ 
ful  at  our  Coming  to  vifit  them  ;  they  ven¬ 
tured  their  Fines,  and  came  aboard  to  us, 

and  we  were  rejfrelhed  together  in  the  Lord 
Jefus. 

The  Governor  fent  for  the  Mafter  of  the 
Veffel,  who  was  no  Friend,  and  bound  him  Th<;  Ma' 
in  a  Bond  of  One  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterl.  to  Soot, 
carry  us  back  to  Antigua  :  But  there  came  on  Penal£y. 
Board  us  one  Col,  Stapleton,  who  was  Go-  Col.  sta- 
vernor  of  Mountferrat,  and  feveral  Men  ^£pleton 
Account  with  him.  .  I  told  them,  It  was  very  Smo™. 
bard  Ufage ,  that  we  being  Englishmen,  and lerrat< 
coming  Jo  far  as  we  had  done  to  vifit  our  Country¬ 
men,  could  not  be  admitted  to  come  on  Shore  to 
refrejh  ourjelves,  within  King  Charles’s  Domi¬ 
nions,  after  fuch  a  long  Voyage  :  Col.  Stapleton 
faid,  It  was  true  ‘  but,  faid  he,  we  hear  that 
fince  your  Coming  to  the  Caribbee-Iflands,  there 
are  Seven  hundred  of  our  Militia  turned  Qua-  Reported 
kers,  and  the  Quakers  will  not  fight,  and  we  that  700 
have  Need  of  Men  to  fight,  being  furroundedmm. \ 
with  Enemies,  and  that  is  the  very  Reafon  why  turned 

Governor  Wheeler  will  not  fuffer  you  to  come  Q8akea’ 
afioore. 

So  by  the  Order  of  the  Governor  we  were 
carried  back  to  Antigua,  where  we  were  re¬ 
ceived 
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1671.  ceived  with  Gladnels,  and  had  great  Service, 
many  of  all  Sorts  flocked  to  Meetings,  and 
flock  to  generally  confefled  to  the  Truth.  When  our 
Meetings.  Spirits  were  clear  of  the  Service  in  that  Ifland, 
wc  returned  to  Barbadoes. 

And  my  Companion  Thomas  Briggs  being 
taken  very  lick,  Col.  Wenthrop  took  us  to  Bar¬ 
badoes  in  his  own  Veliel,  and  went  along  with 
us,  he  h  aving  received  the  Truth  in  the  Love 
Tarbadoes  of  it.  When  we  came  to  Barbadoes  Friends 
were  glad,  and  G.  F.  was  there  in  the  Lord’s 
Service.  We  had  many  large  precious  Meet- 
ings,  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  accom¬ 
panied  his  Teftimony  and  Work  committed  to 
us ;  and  many  were  bi  ought  into  the  Way  of 
Life  and  Peace  with  God. 

When  we  were  clear  in  our  Service,  we 
Jamaica,  took  Shipping  for  Jamaica,  viz.  George  Fox, 
Robert  Widders ,  Solomon  Eccles ,  Elizabeth 
Hoot  on  and  I,  being  about  ten  Days  at  Sea, 
jW  ,  we  landed  at  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica.  We 
travelled  much  in  that  Ifland,  and  had  good 
Service  in  gathering  People  to  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  fettling  Meetings  among  them. 
James  Lancaller  and  I  travelled  over  that 
Diabolo.  called  Mount-Diabolo,  to  the  North-lide  of 
the  Ifland,  where  the  People  received  us  gladly, 
and  came  to  Meetings,  leveral  were  convinced 
and  received  the  Truth  ;  we  fettled  a  Meeting 

,  there  for  the  Worfliio  of  God, 

* 
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After  feme  Time  of  Labour  in  the  Gofpel 
of  Chrift,  having  finifhed  our  Service  in  that 
Hland,  we  committed  them  to  the  Lord’s 
Keeping,  and  took  Shipping  for  Maryland ; 
but  Elizabeth  HGoton  died  in  Jamaica,  being 
an  ancient  Woman.  We  left  Solomon  Eccles 
there  in  Truth’s  Service>  the  reft  of  us  fhipped 
with  G.  F.  for  Maryland.  We  had  great  Ex- 
ercife  and  Perils  in  this  Voyage,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Florida ,  being  forely  diftrefled  with  contrary 
Wind  and  tempeftuous  Weather,  that  lay  heavy 
upon  us  ieveral  Days  and  Nights  :  We  were 
aifo  much  bruifed  and  tired  ;  but  the  Lord  had 
Mercy  upon  us,  who  commands  the  Winds 
and  lofty  Waves  of  the  Sea  to  be  ftil!,  and  they 
obey  him.  Alfo  by  the  Lord’s  providential 
Hand  we  efcaped  an  eminent  Danger  of  being 
taken  by  a  Privateer.  At  length  we  got  within 
the  Cape  of  Virginia,  and  up  the  great  Bay 
of  Chejeapeak,  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Patuxent 
River  in  Maryland,  where  we  anchored  j  but 
a  violent  Storm  arifing  we  could  not  get  afhore 
for  fome  Days,  though  our  Provifion  and 
Water  were  fpent.  When  the  Storm  ceafed. 
Friends  hearing  of  us,  came  in  a  Boat  and 
fetched  us  alhore. 
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Here  we  met  with  John  Burnyeat  ready  to  John 
take  Shipping  for  England .  We  had  feveral  Eurnyeat' 
large  heavenly  Meetings,  and  the  Lord’s  Power 
and  Piefence  with  us,  to  our  great  Comfort: 

T  hen  we  travelled  feverally  in  our  Services,  as 
the  Lord  ordered  us  $  George  Fox }  John  Burn - 
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yeatt  and  feveral  os  her  Friends  accompanying 
^jew.  them,,  travelled  to  New- England.  I  took  Boat, 
England.  and  went  to  V irgvnia ,  where  Things  were 
Virginia,  much  out  of  Order  j  but  the  Lord’s  Power  and 
Teftimony  went  over  all.  When' I  had  got 
feveral  powerful  Meetings  among  them,  and 
their  Minds  a  little  fettled,  fo  that  Truth  had 

for^Dtfci- got  *°me  *  appointed  a  Men’s  Meeting 

pline  fet-  for  the  Settling  of  them  in  the  Way  of  Truth’s 
tied  there.  Difcipline. 


Afterwards,  it  being  upon  me,  I  travelled 
Carolina,  to  Carolina ,  and  two  Friends  accompanied  me, 
A  Wild-  it  being  all  Wildernefs,  and  no  Englifh  Inhabit- 

Ttavel  antS  °r  Path-wa>’s>  ^ut  f°ine  marked  Trees  to 
guide  People :  The  firft  Day’s  Journey  we  did 

pretty  well,  and  lay  that  Night  in  the  Woods, 
as  we  often  ufed  to  do  in  thole  Parts.  The 
next  Day  being  wet  Weather  we  were  forely 
foiled  in  Swamps  and  Rivers,  and  one  of  the 
two  that  were  with  me  for  a  Guide,  was  at  a 
ftand  to  know  which  Way  the  Place  lay  we 
were  to  go  to  :  I  perceiving  he  was  at  a  Lofs, 
turned  my  Mind  to  the  Lord,  arid  as  he  led 
me,  1  led  the  Way.  So  we  travelled  in  many 
Wiv ilno’  Difficulties  until  about  Sun-fet ;  then  they  told 
an  un-  me,  They  could  travel  no  farther ;  for  they  both 
fainted,  being  weak- fpirited  Men  :  I  bid  them 
flay  there,  and  kindle  a  Fire,  and  I  would  ride 
a  little  farther,  for  I  faw  a  bright  Horizon 
appear  through  the  Woods,  which  Travellers 
take  as  a  Mark  of  fome  Plantation  ;  fo  rode  on 
to  it,  and  found  it  was  only  tall  Timber  Trees 

without 
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without  Underwood  :  But  I  perceived  a  fmall 
Path,  which  I  followed  till  it  was  very  dark, 
and  rained  violently  ;  then  I  alighted  and  fet 
my  Back  to  a  Tree,  till  the  Rain  ahated  :  But 
it  being  daik,  and  the  Woods  thick,  I  walked  W* 
all  Night  between  two  Trees  ;  and  though  ^ ^llt 
very  weary,  I  durft  not  lie  down  on  the  between 
Ground,  for  my  Cloaths  were  wet  to  my  Skin.  Uvo  Iree~# 
I  had  eaten  little  or  nothing  that  Day,  neither 
had  I  any  Thing  to  refrefh  me  but  the  Lord. 

In  the  Morning  I  returned  to  feek  my  two 
Companions,  and  found  them  lying  by  a 
great  Fire  of  Wood  :  I  told  them  how  I  had 
fared  ;  he  that  fhould  have  been  the  Guide, 
would  have  perfuaded  me,  that  we  were  gone 
pad:  the  Place  where  we  intended  ;  but  my 
Mind  drew  to  the  Path  which  I  had  found 
the  Night  before:  So  I  led  the  Way,  and  that  Henry 
Path  brought  us  to  the  Place  where  we  in-  Phillips 
tended,  viz.  Henry  Phillips's  Houfe  by  Albe-  ^r^,be“ 
marie  River.  River. 

He  and  his  Wife  had  been  convinced  of  the 
Truth  in  New-England ,  and  came  there  to  live, 
who  having  not  feen  a  Friend  for  feven  Years 
before,  they  wept  for  Joy  to  fee  us  ;  yet  it 
being  on  a  firft  Day  Morning  when  we  got 
there,  although  I  was  weary  and  faint,  and 
my  Cloaths  all  wet,  I  defired  them  to  fend  to 
the  People  there-away  to  come  to  a  Meeting 
about  the  Middle  of  the  Day,  and  I  would  lie 
down  upon  a  Bed,  and  if  I  dept  too  long,  that 
they  fhould  awake  me.  Now  about  the  Hour 

K  2  appointed 
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appointed  many  People  came,  but  they  had 
or  |-,q  Religion,  lor  they  came  and  fat 
down  in  the  Meeting  imoking  their  Pipes ;  but 
in  a  little  1  ime  tne  Lord  s  i  eftimony  arofe  in 
the  Authority  of  his  Power,  and  their  Hearts 
being  reached  with  it,  feverai  of  them  were 
tendered  and  received  the  Teftimony.  After 
Meeting  they  defired  me  to  flay  with  them, 
and  let  them  have  more  Meetings. 


Tr-ns  and  One  ^ems>  a  Ju^*ce  of  the  Peace,  and  his 
Wife  con-  Wife  were  at  the  Meeting,  who  received  the 
vinced  of  'j  ruth  with  Gladnefs,  and  defired  to  have  the 

andfeve-’  next  Meeting  at  their  Houfe,  about  three  Miles 
ral  others  off,  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water  5  fo  we  had 
foon  after.  a  j\/feet]Dg  there  the  next  Day,  and  a  bleffed 

Meeting  it  was  $  for  feverai  were  tendered 
with  a  Senfe  of  the  Power  of  God,  received 
the  Truth  and  abode  in  it. 


I  could  ftay  no  longer  with  them  at  that 
Time,  for  I  had  appointed  a  Men’s  Meeting  in 
Virginia ,  the  fifth  Day  of  that  Week,  Things 
being  much  out  of  Order  among  them  :  lo  I 
took  my  Leave  of  them  in  the  Love  of  God. 

✓  9 

and  began  my  Journey  the  third  Day  Morn¬ 
ing  with  my  two  Fellow-Travellers.  I  had 
W.  E,  rode  but  a  few’  Miles  before  I  was  feized  with 

with  great  gr'evous  Gripes,  and  a  Weaknefs  in  my  Bow- 
Iinefs  of  eis,  occafioned  by  the  great  Surfeit  I  got  with 
Body.  thofe  Hardfbips  in  coming  thither ;  my  Water 
ran  from  me  as  it  came,  for  1  could  not 
hold  it :  I  rode  in  great  Pain  that  Day,  and 

at 
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at  Night  lay  in  the  Wildernefs.  Soon  after 
we  alighted  oft'  our  Horfes,  my  two  Fellow- 
Travellers,  that  fhould  have  helped  me,  fell 
lick  and  fainted  :  So  I  was  forced  to  rife,  kin¬ 
dle  a  Fire  and  fodder  the  Horfes.  After  fome 
Time  they  recovered  from  their  fainty  Fit  ; 
the  Lord  was  merciful,  and  bore  up  my  Spirit 
that  Night,  the  next  Day  we  got  to  Virginia  a  Mens 
to  the  Men’s  Meeting,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  Meeting 
was  with  us,  and  Friends  received  Truth’s 
Difcipline  in  the  Love  of  it,  as  formerly 
they  had  received  the  Dodrine  of  Truth,  for 
which  they  were  great  Sufferers  in  the  Spoiling 
of  their  Goods,  the  Governor  being  a  very 
peevifh  Man,  and  much  fet  againft  Truth 
and  Friends.  ; 

Now  Friends  defired  to  have  another  Men’s 
Meeting  before  I  left  thofe  Parts ;  fo  we 
appointed  another,  and  the  Time  and  Place 
mentioned.  In  the  mean  Time  I  travelled  to 
feveral  Places  in  that  Country,  and  had  com¬ 
fortable  Meetings  with  Friends,  and  travelled 
thirty  Miles  above  James-Town,  to  a  Place  call¬ 
ed  Green-Springs ,  where  were  feveral  convinced  Green- 
People,  and  a  Meeting  had  been  lettled  there,  Springs* 
but  was  loft,  the  People  being  {tumbled  in 
their  Minds,  and  fcattered  by  the  evil  Example 
of  one  Thomas  Newhcufe,  who  had  been  a  Thomas 
Preacner  among  them,  and  went  from  Truth  Newhoufb 
into  the  Filth  and  Uncleannefs  of  the  World.  ™Jpo' 
Then  I  got  them  together,  and  fettled  a  Meet-  " 
ing  }  they  were  glad  thereof,  and  much  com¬ 
forted. 
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torted,  as  Sheep  that  had  been  aftrav,  *  ancf 
t/VN;  returned  again  to  the  Shepherd,  Chrift  Jefus : 
So  I  left  them  tender  and  loving. 

As  I  returned,  I  had  fomething  upon  me  to 
vifethe  Governor,  Sir  William  Barclay \  and 

Governor  to  Ipcak  with  him  about  Friends'  Sufferings, 
of  Virgi-  So  1  went  about  fix  Miles  out  of  my  Way  to 
iua*  fpeak  with  him,  accompanied  with  William 
Garret ,  an  honeft  ancient  Friend.  I  told  the 
Governor,  lhat  1  came  from  Ireland,  where 
his  Brother  was  Lord  Lieutenant ,  who  was  kind 
to  our  Friends  ;  and  if  he  had  any  Service  Jor 
me  to  his  Brother ,  I  would  willingly  do  it :  And 
as  his  Brother  was  kind  to  our  Friends  in  Ire¬ 
land,  I  hoped  he  would  be  fo  to  our  Friends  in 
Virginia.  He  was  very  peevifh  and  brittle,  and 
I  could  fallen  Nothing  upon  him  with  all  the 
foft  Arguments  I  could  ufe  ;  fo  when  I  had  done 
my  Endeavours  and  was  clear,  I  left  him. 

fnfhce  j  came  that  Night  to  Juflice  Taverner  % 
&c'rode’  Houfe,  his  Wife  was  a  Friend,  and  he  loving 
ieveral  to  Friends;  the  next  Day  was  the  Men’s  Meet- 

MeetJnfr  *  'n§  at  ^  iMam  W- right's  Houfe,  the  Juflice  and 
his  Wife  went  to  the  Meeting,  about  eight  or 
nine  Miles,  and  there  were  ieveral  other  Per- 
fons  of  Note  came  to  the  Meeting,  particularly 
MajorGe-  Bichard  Bennet,  alias ,  Major  General  Bennet , 
net  and  and  Colonel  Teve,  with  others,  and  a  great 
Col.Teve,  many  Friends;  fome  came  a  great  Way  to 
Meeting  Meeting,  and  a  bleffed  heavenly  Meeting 
it  was  ;  many  were  tendered  by  the  Lord’s 

Power, 
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Power,  and  the  Witnefs  of  God  reached,  which 
anfwered  to  the  Truth  of  the  Lord’s  Teftimonv, 
that  was  declared  to  them  in  his  Power.  We 
Lad  hrft  a  Meeting  for  the  Worfhip  of  God, 
then  Friends  drew  into  a  large  upper  Room  to 
the  Men’s  Meeting,  where  I  was  with  them 
in  fettling  the  Affairs  of  the  Church.  Juffice 
Taverner  s  Wife  came  to  me,  and  told  me. 

That  the  Major  General ,  Col.  Teve  and  others 
were  he  low,  [laying  to  J 'peak  with  me  ;  fo  I  went 
down  to  them  :  They  were  courteous,  and  faid,  Both 
They  only  / laid  to  jee  me,  and  acknowledged  and  ^u'- 
what  I  had  fpoken  in  the  Meeting  was  Truth,  lied. 

I  told  them,  The  Reafon  of  our  Friend's  drawl¬ 
ing  apart  jrom  them,  was  to  lay  down  a  Method  The  End 
to  provide  for  our  poor  Widows  and  fatherlefs 
Children  ;  to  take  Care  that  no  Diforders  were  DifcipUne 
committed  in  our  Society  ;  and  that  all  lived  or¬ 
derly,  according  to  what  they  profeffed :  Alfo  in¬ 
formed  them,  That  in  England  and  other  Places, 
we  had  fuch  Meetings  fettled  for  that  Service  • 
the  Major  General  replied,  He  was  glad  to  hear 
there  was  fuch  Care  and  Order  among  us  ;  and 
wifhed  it  had  been  fo  with  others :  He  further 
faid,  if  £  was  a  Man  of  great  E/late,  and  many  The  Ma- 
of  our  Friends  were  mean  Men,  therefore  he  de-  jor  Gene- 
fired  to  contribute  with  them.  He  likewife  rousOffet 
afked  me,  How  I  was  treated  by  the  Governor  ? 

He  having  heard  that  I  was  with  him;  I  told 
him,  That  he  was  brittle  and  peevifh ,  and  l 
could  get  Hothing  faftened  on  him.  He  afked 
tnic,  If  the  Governor  called  me  F)og,  Rogue,  See 
I  laid,  I\ o ,  he  did  not  call  me  fo.  Then,  faid 

he. 
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him  m  his  beft  Humour,  they  being 
his  ufual  ' Terms  when  he  is  angry ,  for  he  is  an 
hnemy  to  every  Appearance  of  Good.  They 
M  ■  r  yfr.e  ^der  and  loving,  fo  we  parted,  the 

ueralEen-  MaJor  Gencral  defiring  to  fee  me  at  his  Houfe, 
net  re-  which  I  was  willing  to  do,  and  accordingly 

the  Trutli  Went*  He  wasi  a  brave>  folid,  wife  Man,  re- 
and  died  reived  the  Truth,  and  died  in  the  fame,  leaving 
therein,  two  Friends  his  Executors.  & 

Now,_  when  I  had  been  fome  Time  with 
Friends  in  Virginia ,  and  had  many  fweet  fer- 
viceable  Meetings  among  them,  and  Things 
fomewhat  fettled,  I  found  my  Spirit  clear  of 
that  Set  vice,  fo  took  Boat  and  went  back  to 
Maryland  Maryland,  where  I  ftaid  feveral  Meetings,  the 
Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  accompanying, 
that  made  hard  Things  eafy.  When  I  was 
clear  there,  I  took  PafTage  by  Sea,  and  about 
ten  Days  after  landed  fafe  at  New-Vork,  where 
no  Friends  lived.  John  Evans  of  Jamaica  be¬ 
ing  in  my  Company  at  that  Time,  we  lodged 
at  a  Dutch  Woman’s  Houfe,  who  kept  an  Inn  2 
And  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  get  a  Meeting 
in  that  Town,  for  there  had  not  been  one  there 
before  j  fo  I  fpoke  to  the  Woman  of  the  Houfe 

Mc^tin^  t0  ^et  US  bave  a  Meeting,  who  was  very  willing, 
at  New-  and  let  us  have  a  large  Dining-room  ;  alfo  fur- 
York.  nifhed  it  with  Seats.  We  gave  Notice  thereof, 
and  had  a  brave  large  Meeting,  fome  of  the 
chief  Officers,  Magistrates  and  leading  Men 
of  the  Town  were  at  it  ;  very  attentive  they 
were,  the  Lord’s  Power  being  over  them  all  : 

1  •  .  -  Several 


New- 

Ycrk. 
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Several  of  them  appeared  very  loving  after  the 
Meeting.  The  Woman  of  the  Houfe  and  her 
Daughter  being  Widows,  both  wept  when  we 
went  away. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Long-Jfland,  where  f  ^ 
were  many  honeft  tender  Friends,  and  having 
feveral  Meetings  with  them  there,  we  were  well 
refrefhed  and  comforted  together  in  the  Lord, 

From  thence  I  went  to  Shelter- 1/land,  where  shelter- 
I  met  with  George  Fox  again,  and  feveral 
Friends  with  him,  coming  from  New- England 
and  going  to  Virginia.  I  told  him  of  my  Tra¬ 
vels  and  Service  for  the  Lord,  at  the  Hearing  of 
which  he  was  glad,  and  we  praifed  the  Lord 
for  hisGoodneis:  I  told  him  that  I  was  much 
preft  in  Spirit  to  haften  for  Ireland ;<  he  told  me 
That  Friends  in  New-England  had  heard  of  mey 
and  they  expeBed  1  would  vifit  them,  and  hejides , 
the  Faff  age  of  Ships  from  thoje  Farts  were  flopped , 
by  reajon  of  Wars  between  Holland  zraz/England. 

I  told  him,  I  believed  I  fhould  not  wait  long 
for  a  Pailage  (for  the  Lord  preft  me)  for  Ire-  p 
land,  and  1  believed  there  was  Need  of  my  Ser-  conftmfa- 
vice  there.  So  after  being  two  or  three  Days  Sd t0,go 
together  at  Shelter- Jf  and,  we  took  Leave  one  *°ri‘ 
of  another,  and  parted  in  the  fweec  Love  of 
God. 

After  fome  Day’s  Travel  by  Narraganfet,  Narragan- 


and  thofe  Parts,  I  came 


I  met  with  John  Burnyeat ,  John  Stubbs  and  ifw 

A  ♦  *  9  •  I  *  _  .  * 


John  Cartwright  j  ther 


c  one  Roger  Williams  Jo}m 


ivurnvertu 
an  ' 
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an  old  Pried  and  an  Enemy  to  Truth,  had 

'iohn7''^  Pu*  ^ort^  fourteen  Proportions,  as  he  called 
Stubbs  them,  which  he  would  maintain  againft  any 
and  John  of  the  Quakers,  that  came  from  Old- England, 
wright.  anc*  challenged  a  Difpute  of  (even  of  them  at 

Roger  Newport  in  Rhode-  If  and,  and  the  other  feven 

Williams  at  Providence. 

Challenge 

I  joined  with  Friends  in  anfwering  this 
Challenge,  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed 
for  the  Difpute,  which  was  to  be  in  Friends’ 
Meeting-houfe  at  New-port ;  thither  a  great 
W.  E.  &c.  Concourfe  of  People  of  ail  Sorts  gathered, 
deputes  When  thofe  Propolitions,  as  he  called  them, 

Williams  came  to  be  difcourfed  of,  they  were  all  but  Slan- 
st  New-  ders,  and  Accufations  againft  the  Quakers ;  the 
’  bitter  old  Man  could  make  Nothing  out,  but 

on  the  contrary  they  were  turned  back  upon 
himfelf :  He  was  baffled,  and  the  People  law 
his  Weaknefs,  Folly,  and  Envy  againft  the 
Truth  and  Friends. 

i  * 

There  were  many  prejudiced  Baptifls  who 
would  fain  have  helped  the  old  Pried  againft 
Friends;  but  theydurft  notundertakehisCharge 
againft  us,  for  they  faw  it  was  falfe  and  weak. 
So  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  in  the  Power  of  God 
was  fet  over  all  his  falfe  Charges,  to  the  great 
Satisfa&ion  of  the  People. 

* 

When  this  Meeting  was  ended,  which  lafted 
Frovi-  three  Days,  John  Stubbs  and  I  went  to  Provi- 
tieni‘c*  dence ,  accompanied  with  many  Friends,  to  hear 

the 
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the  other  feven  Propofitions,  which  lafled  one 
Day.  John  Burnyeat  and  John  Cartwright 
going  another  Way  in  Truth’s  Service,  Now 
at  Providence  there  was  a  very  great  Gather¬ 
ing  ot  People,  both  Prejbyteri'ans ,  Bapti/ls  and 
Ranters.  Roger  Williams  being  there,  I  flood 
up  and  told  him  in  Public,  We  had  (pent  Jo 
many  Days  at  Newport,  where  he  could  make 
Nothing  cut  agreeable  to  his  Challenge ;  but  on 
the  contrary  pianifefled  his  Clamour ,  rafh  and 
jaije  Accu)ations ,  which  he  could  not  prove  againfl 
us ;  that  1  was  not  willing  to  Jpend  much  Rime 
in  hearing  his  Clamour  and  jalfe  Accufations, 
having  other  Service  for  the  Lord ,  therefore 
would  only  Jpend  that  Day.  So  he  went  on,  as  pr;eft 
he  had  done  at  Newport  in  Rhode-Jfand.  We 


anfwered  to  all  his  Charges  againfl  Friends, 


and  disproved  them. 


fwered 
and  dil 


Now  the  old  prejudiced  Man  was  filenced  •,  provec* 
then  the  ProfefTors  defired  to  know  our  Belief, 

W hat  the  Soul  of  Man  was  made  of  ?  I  told  them, 

1  believed  what  the  Scriptures  )aidy  that  when 
God  made  Man ,  he  breathed  into  Man  the  Breath 
tj  Life,  and  he  became  a  living  Soul ;  and  that 
it  was  juficient  for  me  to  know  Chrift  Jefus  who 
i  edeemed  my  tooul :  But  if  any  of  them ,  that  were 
great  Projef'ors  and  old  D  if  put  ants ,  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  Jhewy  what  God  made  the  Soul  oj  Man 
c/>  he  might.  Then  one  that  was  an  ancient 
leading  Man  among  them  Paid ,  He  would  not 
meddle  with  it:  This  ended  the  Difpute.  Then 
/.a  nad  a  fealonable  Opportunity  to  open  many 
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Things  to  the  People,  appertaining  to  the  King-? 
dom  of  God,  and  Way  of  Eternal  Life  and 
Salvation.  The  Meeting  concluded  in  Prayer 
Friends,  to  Almighty  God,  the  People  went  away  far 

Next  Day  we  had  a  Meet- 
not  many  Miles  from  thence; 
rhe  People  to  which  moft  of  thofe  People  came,  and  the 
Warwick.  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  were  largely  mar.ir 
fefted ;  and  after  the  Meeting  the  People  were 
very  loving,  like  Friends. 

Narragan:  From  thence  John  Stubbs  went  to  Narra- 

fet  ganfet  to  meet  John  Burnyeat ,  and  I  went  to 
Rhode-  Rhode- 1 /land  by  Boat,  and  (laid  fome  Meetings 

jnaud.  there  with  Friends,  and  was  well  refrefhed  to¬ 
gether  with  them  in  the  Lord.  From  thence 
Sandwich,  to  Sandwich,  and  had  a  good  Meeting  with 
‘•Violate.  Friends,  and  another  at  Seiiuate -,  lo  to  Bofton, 
B-fton.  and  had  one  Meeting  there,  where  was  a  Ship 
ready  to  fail  for  Ireland-,  and  being  prelTed  in 
Spirit  to  hallen  over,  I  went  aboard,  and  that 
Thomas  Day  we  fet  Sail.  The  Maher  of  the  Ship  was 
Edwards  ]^j nd ,  and  when  I  would  have  a  Meeting,  if  I 
w!  e.0  told  him  of  it,  he  would  go  upon  the  Deck, 
and  call  all  the  People,  and  hay  until  I  ended 
the  Meeting:  His  Name  was  Thomas  Edwards, 
a  El ew- England  Man. 


declared  tisfied  and  loving 
the  Things  .  Trr  ■  ? 

Of  God  to  mg  at  J/p  eirwick. 


In  three  Weeks  Time  we  made  Land  in  Ire¬ 
land,  (a  readier  Paffage  ieldom  known)  when 
we  came  up  with  the  Land  of  Ireland  the 
"Wind  turned  North  Faff,  and  a  great  Storm 
aroie,  which  cleared  our  Way  from  Pirates, 
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there  being  then  three  Dutch  Privateers,  that 
watched  the  Harbours  of  Cork ,  Kinfale  and  ^  R 
Toughal.  This  Storm  took  them  from  the  janded  at 
Shore  to  the  Southward  ;  fo  the  next  Day  we  Youghal. 
got  into  Toughal ,  before  they  returned  to  their 
Pod.  There  being  two  Guns  on  Board  our 
Ship,  when  we  came  into  the  Harbour,  the 
Seamen  would  have  fired  them,  as  their  Cuf- 
tom  is;  but  the  Mafter  would  not  fuffer  them. 


faying,  They  were  blind ,  that  could  not  fee,  it 
was  not  Guns  that  delivered  them  from  their 
Enemies ;  and  that  be  believed  in  his  Confcience, 
it  was  for  my  Sake  they  were  preferved ;  and  if 
1  would  go  back  with  him  to  New-England,  he 
would  give  me  my  Pafage  free.'  I  told  him. 


There  was  an  Hundred  Pounds  Pine,  on  any 
Mafter  oj  a  Ship  that  fhould  bring  a  Quaker  to 
New-England;  he  faid,  He  would  venture  that, 
if  I  would  go  with  him :  Ele  was  really  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  Truth,  and  made  fenfible  that  The  Ma- 
the  Lord’s  Power  was  with  me;  for  after  I^0^the 
landed,  and  the  Ship  was  unladen,  as  they  were  j;”/’ 
going  to  take  in  frefh  Loading,  the  Privateer  the  Lord's 
came  again,  and  took  it  between  Cork  and  J5-- 
Toughal,  for  which  he  paid  the  Ranfom  of  two  w.e. 
Hundred  Pounds. 


Whilft  I  was  at  Sea  in  that  Voyage,  as  I  lay 
retired  in  my  Cabin,  an  heavenly  Villon  came 

p  /  i  •  •  i  r-y-*  v  lllOIl  OX 

over  my  benies,  and  in  it  appeared  Iwo  very  ,m  ap_ 
peer  ill-jarooured  Cows ,  that  aroje  under  my  proacTMng 
Plough- Beam,  as  I  was  holding  my  Plough  .^Laiary- 
\yhereupqn  I  fat  up  in  my  Cabin ,  and  confi¬ 
de  red 
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\  \  * 

dered  the  Matter:  Then  the  Word  of  the 
Loid  came  to  me,  and  fa  id,  ‘ The  two  Cows  are 
two  Tears,  Jor  there  fhali  be  two  very  dear 
i  tars  \  and  mafmuch  as  the  Cows  aroj'e  under 
the  Plough- Beam,  they  / hall  Jail  on  Corn  and 
Cattle ,  which  came  to  pafs  in  a  very  iittie 
Time,  in  the  T.  ime  of  great  Plenty,  contrary 
to  Men  s  Reafon,  Cattle  died  abundantly,  and 
the  Price  of  Corn  rofe  to  an  extraordinary 
Height,  fo  that  many  were  famifhed  for  lack 
cf  Bread  ;  and  feveral  Families  that  had  lived 
plentifully,  were  forced  to  go  a  Begging,  their 
Corn  being  fpent  and  Cattle  dead;  feveral  Fa¬ 
milies  that  were  afhamed  to  beg,  {hipped  them- 
felves  for  Servants  to  the  Weft-Indies ,  to  get 
Pood;  and  many  in  this  Nation  would  gladly 
have  wrought  for  Meat,  and  could  not  get  Em¬ 
ployment. 

Province  When  I  landed,  I  went  to  Cork  to  the  Pro- 

atCoik8  vince-Meeting>  which  was  at  hand  ;  and  pre- 
fently  found  there  was  Caufe  for  my  Spiiic  to  be 
prelied,  to  haflen  over  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Church’s  Peace,  fotne  being  gone  into  the 
loofe  foolifh  Imaginations  of  Muggleton,  and 
others,  both  out  of  England  and  of  this  Na¬ 
tion,  into  Loofenefs,  and  the  Liberty  of 
their  Wills  and  carnal  AfFedions,  from  the 
Sometoofe  Crofs  of  Chrill,  and  Self-denial,  which  caufed 
P erfons  great  Trouble  and  Difference  among  Friends, 
occa/ion  JjqjJ,  at  Cork,  Dublin,  and  feveral  other  Places. 
Trouble.  We  had  much  Exercile  before  we  got  Things 
brought  into  Order,  and  fettled  ;  but  the  Lord's 
*  Power 
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Power  was  with  us,  and  went  over  all,  and 
the  Lord  Trill  gave  an  Undemanding  to  place 
Judgment  in  the  right  Line;  Praiies  to  his 
Name  for  ever!  Now  honed:  tender  Friends, 
who  kept  their  Habitation  in  the  Truth,  were 
very  glad  of  my  Coming  in  fuch  a  Time  of 
Need.  So  I  laboured  with  them  in  this  Nation, 
both  in  the  Miniflry  and  Church-Government, 
according  to  the  Ability  and  Gift  that  Chrift 
gave  me. 


SECT.  IX. 

Of  his  difficult  Voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies 
again ,  in  1675.  His  public  Dijpute  with 
Pnejl  Ramfey,  in  the  Prefence  of  about  three 
Thoufand.  Of  his  manifold  Perils  and  Ser¬ 
vices  in  North-America,  both  in  the  Ifands 
and  Continent ,  by  Sea  and  Land,  until  his 
Return  in  1 677. 

ABOUT  the  Year  1675,  I  was  moved  of 
the  Lord  to  go  to  the  Weft- Indies  again 
in  Truth’s  Service,  and  after  fome  fmall  Time, 
many  Friends  being  acquainted  with  it,  and 
having  Unity  therewith,  my  Wife  alfo  being 
willing  to  give  me  up,  I  enquired  for  Ship¬ 
ping  to  Barbadoes,  and  heard  of  a  Ship  at  Cork 
bound  thither,  one  Edward  Hunt,  a  Friend, 
iji|  '  being 


i675- 

iV’V’XI 

W.  E. 
goes  to 
America 
again. 

Edward 
Hunt 
bound  for 

Barbadoes 


being  Merchant  and  Part  Owner;  who  alfo 
V'V''-'  went  in  it  himfelf.  I  had  an  Account  near  the 
Time  when  they  would  be  ready  to  fail,  and 
accordingly  went  to  Cork ,  my  Wife  accompa¬ 
nying  me  thither,  and  feveral  Friends  of  our 
Meeting ;  when  we  came  to  Cork,  f  agreed 
with  the  faid  Edward  Hunt  for  my  Paffage. 
My  Wife  and  Friends  that  went  back,  took 
their  Leave  of  me  in  muchTendernefs  and  Bro- 
kennefs  of  Spirit,  in  the  Love  of  God,  in  which 
we  gave  up  one  another  into  his  heavenly  Will 
to  be  difpofed  of. 


■  ‘ '  ,"v;' 
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ter  fall 
fhort  at 
*bca® 


A  few  Days  after  we  failed  from  Cork  Har¬ 
bour,  and  Things  were  well,  the  Lord’s  Good- 
nefs  being  enjoyed  at  Sea,  as  well  as  at  Land  ; 
bur  before  we  made  our  Voyage  we  fell  fhort 
Drink  of  Drink  and  Water,  and  went  to  Allowance 
and  Wa-  jn  the  hot  Climate.  We  had  fix  Horfes  on 
Board,  belonging  to  the  Merchant,  and  their 
flay  was  fpent;  fo  were  forced  to  fhave  Deal 
Boards,  and  pull  the  Straw  out  of  the  Men’s 
Cabins,  to  mix  with  the  Shavings  to  give  the 
Horfes  to  eat,  and  gave  them  Bifket ;  fo  pre- 
ferved  their  Lives  until  they  got  afhore.  In 
the  Latitude  of  Barbadoes ,  we  met  with  a  Ship 
from  Guinea ,  bound  for  Barbadoes  with  three 
Hundred  Negroes ;  we  dented  the  Mafier  to 
let  us  have  a  Barrel  of  Water,  but  he  told  us, 
He  would  not  let  us  have  a  Barrel  of  Water  for 
a  Barrel  of  Silver  ;  for  he  had  been  at  Allow¬ 
ance  many  Weeks,  and  was  afraid  of  Want. 
The  Day  we  efpied  Barbadoes ,  we  had  fcaree 

half 
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half  a  Barrel  of  Water  left :  In  about  eight 
Weeks  we  made  our  Voyage,  and  landed  well 
in  Barbadoes ,  where  Friends  received  me  glad¬ 
ly  ;  and  1  had  a  large  and  open  Door  among 
the  People  in  the  Labour  of  the  Gofpel :  For 
People’s  lofty  Spirits  were  down,  by  Reafon 
of  a  very  extraordinary  Storm,  called  a  Hurri¬ 
cane,  which  had  done  Abundance  of  Damage 
the  liland,  killed  many  People,  and  de- 
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ftroyed  many  brave  Buildings,  Ships  and  fmall 
VelTels. 

A  ''  ;  i  . 

At  this  Time  was  great  Re  fort  in  g  to  Meet- Great 

ings,  fo  that  they  were  very  full.  I  travelled  Meetings 
through  all  Parts  of  the  Bland,  and  had  Meet-  convTnce^ 
ings :  Many  were  convinced  and  received  the 
Truth,  and  Friends’  Hearts  were  more  opened 
and  enlarged  in  the  Love  of  God,  both  to  re¬ 
ceive  Truth’s  DoCtrine  and  Difcipline  :  So  that 
I  had  very  good  Service,  both  in  public  Meet¬ 
ings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  Men  and 
Women’s  Meetings  about  Church- Affairs;  as 
alfo  Negroes’  Meetings  in  Families,  and  feveral  Meetings 
Meetings  were  fettled  on  fuch  Accounts,  the  jj'J ami* 
Lord  being  with  me,  who  gave  me  Wifdom 
and  Underftanding  in  the  managing  of  thofe 
Affairs,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  attended  his 
Work,  and  bleft  and  profpered  it  mightily;  fo 
that  Things  relating  to  Truth’s  Affairs,  both  as 
to  Doctrine  and  Difcipline,  were  fettled  to  great 
Satisfaction. 
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At  this  Time  there  was  one  Tobias  Fryer,  a 
Man  of  great  Subftance,  Repute,  and  of  Au¬ 
thority  in  Commiffion  of  the  Peace;  his  Wife 
was  a  Friend,  and  had  lain  long  Tick,  the  had 
a  great  Defire  to  fee  me,  and  fent  to  me  twice  ; 
but  I  being  clofely  employed  in  the  Lord’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  fent  her  Word,  to  alk  her  Hulband  Leave 
to  have  a  Meeting  there,  and  I  and  fome 
other  Friends  would  come  and  vifit  her;  Ike 
did  fo,  and  her  Hufband  granted  it.  So  on 
the  Day  appointed  I  went,  and  many  Friends 
and  others  came  there  ;  it  was  a  very  thronged 

Meeting,  and  the  Parifh  Pried,  one - - 

Ramfey ,  was  there,  and  Juftice  Fryer  got 
him  feated  in  the  midft  of  the  Throng  of 
Friends. 


After  fome  Time  I  flood  up  to  fpeak  of  the 
Things  of  God,  and  the  divine  Myfteries  of 
Chrift’s  Kingdom,  whofe  heavenly  Do&iine 
was  clearly  opened,  and  preached  by  the  di¬ 
vine  Operation  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to  the  great 
Satisfaction  of  the  Meeting  and  Comfort  of 
Friends,  fo  that  many  of  them  after  the  Meet¬ 
ing,  expreffed  their  Gladnefs  and  Satisfaction  ; 
only  the  Pried:  was  uneafy,  yet  could  make  no 
Opposition,  for  the  Lord’s  Power  was  over 
him,  and  chained  him  down,  though  he  was 
a  very  bad  Man  :  But  the  Teftimony  of  Truth, 
in  the  Demonfhation  of  the  Spirit  and  Power 
of  the  Lord,  being  let  over  him,  made  him 
fret :  He  alfo  came  to  Bridge-Town ,  and  brought 
many  rude  People  to  our  Meeting  there ;  which 

was 
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was  very  large  and  full :  He  there  abufed  Friends 
in  foul  Language,  calling  us  Hereticks ,  Blaf- 
phemers  and  Lraitors ,  and  challenged  a  Dif-  Town  he 
pute  with  me,  to  prove  his  Charge,  which  he  difturbs 
laid  he  would  do  from  our  own  Books.  So 
after  we  got  Things  a  little  quiet ;  we  broke  chailen- 
tip  the  Meeting,  and  at  my  Lodging  I  wrote 
a  few  Lines  to  him,  alter  this  Manner.  withW.E. 


Prieft  Ramsey, 

TfOrafmuch  as  thou  in  public  haft  charged  our 
Society  with  Herefy,  Blafphemy,  and  Trea¬ 
son  ;  and  that  thou  °a:ould'ft  prove  this  Charge 
f  rom  our  own  Books ,  and  on  that  Account  haft 
challenged  me  to  a  public  Difpute,  1  am  willing , 
with  the  Lord's  Afjiftance ,  to  give  thee  a  Meeting 
in  Defence  of  our  Faith  and  Doctrine, 

W.  E. 


When  thefe  came  to  his  Hand,  he  feemed  - 

to  cool  in  his  hot  Challenge,  faying.  He  had  W .  E.  ac- 
not  a  convenient  Place ,  fit  for  fuch  a  Concourft  chal'ejr*- 
0/  People ,  as  would  come  to  the  Difpute-,  and  be-  thefaid° 
Jules,  he  would  fir  ft  have  an  Hour's  Difcourfe 
with  me  in  private.  To  which  I  replied  again  at  ft-ft, 
in  Writing,  That  for  private  Difcourfe  with 
him,  ]  was  not  willing,  but  in  public ;  and  if 
he  could  procure  Leave  of  Juftice  Fryer,  to  meet 
at  his  Houfe  where  we  did  before,  1  would  come 
to  bun  in  his  own  Parifh,  otberwife  I  would  get 
Leave  of  Col.  Linn,  to  meet  at  his  Houfe. 

M  2 


Whilft 


84 


Phe  JOURNAL  of 

1,675.  Whilft  I  was  writing  this,  Col.  Linn  came 
VVV  to  fee  me,  and  I  told  him  what  I  was  writing, 
he  fa  id,  All  his  Houje  was  at  my  Service ;  and 
if  that  were  too  little ,  he  had  Conveniency  of  Ti rees 
about  his  Houfe ,  and  could  make  Shades  for 
d houfands  of  People.  So  1  fent  my  Letter  to 
the  Prieft;  and  he  fent  his  Anfwer,  That  he 
would  come  to  Col.  Linnh  fuch  a  Day. 


At  laft 
ponfents 
to  meet 

w.  e: 


Snpppfed 
to  be  pre¬ 
sent  $600 
at  the  Dis¬ 
pute. 


Prieft 
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rales' a-' 

gain  ft 
Friends. 


It  foon  fpread  abroad,  fo  that  moft  of 
Friends  in  the  Ifland  came  there,  and  Abun¬ 
dance  of  People ;  it  was  thought  there  were 
above  three  Thoufand :  There  came  feveral 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  others  of  Account. 
We  met  out  of  Doots  under  Shades;  when  the 
Meeting  was  fettled,  I  propofed,  Phat  both 
Parties  fhould  be  limited  to  an  Hour's  Lime  in 
ppuebbions  and  Anfwers,  and  not  to  exceed  at 
any  Dime-,  and  that  both  Parties  / hould  prove 
their  Af  ertions  by  the  Holy  Scriptures ,  or  elfe  to 
be  void :  This  was  aftented  to,  but  not  obierved 
by  the  Prieft,  for  inftead  of  proving  his  former 
Charge  againft  Friends,  he  went  out  into  Rail¬ 
ing  and  Slandering  of  feveral  Friends,  fometimes 
againft  us  all  in  general ;  fo  manifefted  his 
Folly  to  the  Sight  of  the  People.  Friends 
were  cool  in  their  Minds,  and,  as  we  had  an 
Opportunity,  did  open  Things  to  the  People 
concerning  our  Faith  and  Principles  ;  and 
having  a  Bible,  lhewed  them  Scriptures  far 
them:  So  that  there  was  a  general  Satisfaction 
amonc  them  concerning  us,  and  it  was  of  great 
Service  for  T  ruth. 

Tins 
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This  Pried  Ramfey  had  been  a  Friar,  and  1 675. 
went  out  of  England  for  Mifdemeanors,  as  af- 
ter  did  appear  by  a  Certificate  under  the  Hand  a  lym, 
and  Seal  of  the  Earl  of  Rochefler ,  occasioned  by 
a  Slander  caff  upon  a  Friend  in  England,  which 
he  faid  there  in  public  he  had  from  the  faid 
Earl,  who  was  a  near  Kinfman  to  the  Friend 
accufed.  After  the  Meeting  Pried  Ramfey  went 
to  the  Governor,  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins,  and 
made  a  great  Complaint  againd  me,  That  I 
was  a  Jefuit  come  out  of  Ireland,  pretending  to  be 
a  Quaker,  and  to  make  the  Negroes  Chridians ; 
but  would  make  them  Rebels,  and  ri/e  and  cut  Governor 
their  Throats ;  Upon  which  the  Governor  was  againft 
about  to  fend  his  Warrant  to  apprehend  me :  I  a 
heard  of  it,  and  went  to  him  before  the  War-  &c. 
rant  came;  one  Robert  Dree,  a  Friend,  went 
along  with  me. 

When  we  came  to  the  Governor,  and  he 
knew  my  Name,  and  who  I  was,  he  faid,  He 
had  heard  of  me,  and  would  take  a  Courfe  with 
me-,  uiing  many  rough  Words,  and  threatning 
highly  what  he  would  do  to  me:  And  he  fent 
his  Man  for  the  Marfhal,  who  lived  a  Mile 
from  thence ;  but  before  the  Marfhal  came, 
we  had  much  Difcourfe,  and  among  other 
Things  he  told  me,  lie  was  informed.  That  I 
was  making  the  Negroes  Chridians,  and  would 
make  them  rebel,  and  cut  their  Throats.  1  told  W.  E  rei- 
him.  It  was  a  good  Work  to  bring  them  to  the 

^  O  yjy  [  £  ]|  (  ]■[(* 

Knowledge  of  God  and  Chrift  f  e jus,  and  to  believe  Governor. 
in  him  that  died  for  them,  and  for  all  Men  ;  and 

that 
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1675,  that  that  would  keep  them  from  rebelling ,  or  c#/- 

any  Mans  Throat :  But  if  they  did  rebels 
and  cut  their  Throats ,  as  he  faid y  it  would  be 
through  their  own  Doings,  in  keeping  them  in  Ig¬ 
norance  ^  and  under  Opprejfon ,  giving  them  Li¬ 
berty  to  be  common  with  Women  ( like  Beafls)  and 
on  the  other  Hand  jlarve  them  jor  want  of  Meat 
and  Cloaths  convenient :  So  giving  them  Liberty 
in  that  which  God  refrained ,  and  refraining 
them  m  that  which  God  allowedand  a  forded  to  all 
Men ,  which  was  Meat  and  Cloaths.  After  fomQ 
Time  he  grew  very  moderate. 

The  Marfhal  came,  and  afked  him,  What 
his  Pleafure  was  ?  He  anfwered,  He  thought  ta 
have  committed  me  to  Prijon,  but  his  Mind  was 
altered ;  and  afked  me,  If  I  would  appear  be- 
W.  E.  as  fore  the  Council  the  next  Day?  I  told  him,  I 
com-  would ,  if  he  commanded  me ;  he  faid,  He  did 

appears  ’  command  me,  and  fo  difmiffed  me  for  that  Time, 
before  the  Next  Day  I  came  to  the  Council- Houfe,  and 
Council,  ixt any  eminent  Friends  of  the  Ifland  came  with 
me,  I  was  called  into  the  Council-Chamber, 
and  Friends  ftaid  without:  There  were  the 
Governor,  and  mod;  of  the  chief  Men  of  the 
Prieft  Ifland;  alfo the  envious  Prieft  Ramfey  was  there, 
ftrongly  acculing  Friends  of  Herefy,  Blafphemy 
cufation  and  Weapon,  and  would  prove  it  out  of  Edward 
againtl  us.  Burroughs  Book.  The  Book  was  in  Town, 

hlm'fnto  ^  fent  a  friend  for  it,  who  brought  it  to  the 
Eifgrace.  Governor:  The  Prieft  tewed  and  turned  it, 
but  could  not  find  any  Thing  to  prove  his 
Charge.  The  Governor  checked  him,  and 

fever  a  1 
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feveral  of  the  Council  frowned  on  him :  Then 
the  Prieft  went  on  his  Knees,  and  aiked  them 
Forgivenefs  ;  and  from  that  Time  the  Governor 
was  kind  to  me. 

W  ’  i  * 

I  laboured  in  Truth’s  Service  in  the  Illand 
about  five  Months,  and  had  great  Service  for 
the  Lord ;  many  received  the  Truth,  and 
Things  were  well  among  Friends,  and  in  good 
Order.  So  being  clear  of  the  Service  there,  and 
having  Drawings  on  my  Spirit  to  New- Eng¬ 
land  ;  I  took  Paffage  for  Rhode-IJland  in  a 
Yatch,  that  Jofeph  Bryar ,  a  Friend,  was  Ma¬ 
iler  of:  When  they  were  near  ready  to  fail,  I 
went  and  took  Leave  of  the  Governor,  and  he 
was  very  kind  and  friendly.  The  Day  we 
failed,  many  Friends  came  to  Bridge-Town ,  to 
take  their  Leave ;  and  we  parted  in  the  Love 
of  God,  and  fweet  Unity  of  his  bleffed  Spirit, 
in  much  Tendernefs.  Thomas  Redman,  a  Friend 
and  Dodtor,  went  with  me.  We  had  a  good 
comfortable  Paffage,  and  came  well  to  Rhodt- 
IJland  in  about  three  Weeks. 

At  that  Time  New-England  was  at  Wars 
with  the  Indians ,  except  the  Colony  of  Rhode- 
ljland,  the  Governor  of  it  being  a  Friend,  yet 
the  Indians  burnt  feveral  Towns  out  of  the  Many 
Wand,  and  killed  feveral  People  that  belonged  Towns 
to  the  Government;  but  by  the  Lord’s  provi- p™Jeand 
dential  Hand,  vvcie  not  buffered  to  come  into  murdered' 
the  Wand.  The  Indians  prevailed  mightily,  ]>}’,rhe 
burnt  many  confiderable  Towns,  killed  and 

murdered 
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1675.  murdered  People  daily:  It  was  a  perilous 
Time,  and  the  Ways  infeffed  with  Murder¬ 
ers,  the  Indians  lying  hidden  in  Bufhes,  {hot 
Men  down  as  they  travelled,  before  they  faw 
them;  and  many  were  murdered  after  that 
Manner. 

When  I  had  {laid  fome  Meetings  with 
Friends  in  Rhode-ljland ,  it  was  with  me  to 
travel  Eaftvvard  towards  Pi  feat  taw  ay,  to  vifit 
Friends  there  under  Diftrefs,  by  Realon  of  the 
War,  though  all  looked  upon  it  dangerous  Tra-* 
veiling;  however  1  committed  my  Life  to  God 
that  gave  it,  and  look  my  Journey  :  One  Friend 
ventured  to  go  with  me,  to  guide  me  through 

Sandwich,  the  Woods  to  Sandwich,  and  by  the  Lord's 
good  Hand  we  got  fafe  there.  Friends  were 
glad  of  my  Coming,  for  there  was  an  honed: 
tender  People  there,  that  loved  the  Lord  and 
his  Truth.  I  {laid  with  them  two  Meetings, 
and  we  were  well  reftefhed  in  the  Lord,  and 
one  in  another.  I  travelled  from  thence  to 
Seffenafe.  Seffenafe ,  and  had  a  Meeting  there;  from 
liofton.  thence  to  Pc  ft  on  alone,  being  thirty  Miles, 
Salem.  and  {laid  one  Meeting:  Then  went  to  Salem, 
PHcatta-  an£j  (0  t0  Pifcattaway  River,  vitking  Friends, 

^  and  having  Meetings  at  feverai  Places,  i  came 
Great  to  Great- Ijland ,  and  {laid  a  Meeting  or  two 
Wand,  w|th  Friends  there,  and  we  were  well  refreshed 

together  in  the  Lord. 

Then  leaving  my  Horfe  there,  I  went  in  a 

Eoat  to  Nicholas  Shaplef  s,  a  Man  of  Note  m 
.  that 
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that  Country  (he  and  his  Wife  were  both  honed  1 67  5. 
Friends)  from  thence  over  the  River  feveral.VOO" 


Nicho’as 


Miles,  where  there  were  many  honed  Friends,  shapley 


and  had  a  Meeting  with  them  on  a  fird  Day  an  honed 
of  the  Week  ;  it  was  a  very  large  and  precious 1 
Meeting :  Many  came  from  far  to  it,  and 
bltfled  the  Lord  for  that  comfortable  Oppor¬ 
tunity.  After  the  Meeting  I  took  Leave  of 
Friends  in  the  Love  of  God,  and  went  back  to 
Nicholas  S  hap  ley’s,  daid  there  two  or  three 
Days,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  ;  many  Friends 
and  others  came  to  it,  a  good  Meeting  it  was* 
we  had  alfo  a  Men’s-Meeting  about  Church- 
Affairs.  • 


Now  about  this  Time,  there  was  a  Ceflation 


A  Ceffa- 


of  the  War  with  the  Indians  on  that  River,  tionof 

and  one  Evening,  whild  I  was  at  Nicholas  tvith  tlxe 
Shapley' s,  there  came  in  fourteen  ludy  Indian  Indians-.- 
Men,  with  their  Heads  trimmed,  and  Faces 


painted  for  War ;  they  looked  fieiee,  I  fat 


down  with  them  in  the  Hall,  and  would  have 

difcourfed  with  them  familiarly,  for  fome  of 

*  * 

them  fpoke  broken  English ;  but  they  were 
churlifh,  and  their  Countenances  bloody  :  So  l 
left  them,  and  told  the  Friend,  I  faw  they  in¬ 
tended  Mifcbief  in  their  IIeartsi  but  the  Lord 
chained  them  •,  and  they  went  away  in  the 
Night,  without  doing  us  any  Harm.  Next 
Day  I  was  to  go  to  Great-ljland ,  and  in  the  Great- 
Adorning  Nicholas  Shapley  told  me,  That  he  was 
informed ,  the  Indians  intended  to  make  a  new 
In  fur  reel  ion ;  So  I  went  bv  Water  to  Great- 


N 
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1675.  Ifland,  as  I  intended,  and  had  a  heavenly 
Meeting  with  Friends  before  Parting:  So  I  left 
them  tender,  in  a  Senfe  of  the  Love  of  God, 
After  I  left  them,  the  Indians  rofe  in  Arms  and 
murdered  about  feventy  Cbrijlians,  as  thePoft 
brought  News,  but  I  did  not  hear  of  one 
Friend  murdered  that  Night. 

Salem.  I  came  back  to  Salem,  and  had  feveral  Meet¬ 
ings  in  that  Quarter,  in  fome  Places  where 
Two  none  had  been  before.  I  had  two  Meetings 
peering3  at  Marble-Head,  many  reforted  to  them,  fe- 

fcle-Hcad,  veral  were  convinced  and  received  the  Truth  ; 
People’s  Minds  were  down,  becaufe  of  the 
Indian  Wars  that  prevailed  mightily  upon 
them. 


I  travelled  in  many  Places  as  with  my  Life 
in  my  Pland,  leaving  all  to  the  Lord  that  rules 
in  Heaven  and  Earth.  I  heard  of  fome  tender 
Af  Rea-  People  at  a  Place  called  Reading,  fo  I  and  five 
dmg  one  or  fix  Friends  more,  went  there  to  an  anciert 
a  religious  Man’s  Houfe,  whofe  Name  was  Gould ;  his 
Meeting.  Houfe  was  a  Garrifon,  for  at  that  Time  moft 
of  the  People  in  thofe  Parts,  except  Friends 
were  in  Garrifbns  for  Fear  of  the  Indians:  When 
we  came  to  his  Houfe  the  Gates  were  locked, 
we  called,  and  the  old  Man  opened  the  Gate  ; 
there  was  one  of  their  Elders  at  Prayer  :  So  I 
flopped  Friends  until  he  ha^,  done,  then  we 
went  into  the  Room,  where  feveral  were  met 
to  exercife  Religion,  but  they  feemed  to  be  di- 
fturbed  at  our  Coming  in.  I  flood  flill,  and  told 

them. 
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them.  We  came  not  to  difturb  them,  for  1  loved  16 y  $. 
Religion ,  and  was  feeking  religious  People the 
old  Man  of  the  Hcufe  bid  us  lit  down,  and  he 
fat  by  me. 

As  I  fat,  my  Heart  being  full  of  the  Power 
and  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  Love  of  God  ran 
through  me  to  the  People,  1  told  them,  1  had 
fometbing  in  my  Heart  to  declare  among  them ,  if 
they  would  give  me  Leave ;  the  Mailer  of  the 
Houle,  who  fat  by  me,  bid  me  fpeak,  and  my  Where 
Heart  being  full  of  the  Word  of  Life,  I  Ipoke  f'fft 
of  the  Myiferies  of  God’s  Kingdom,  and  as  I  haTgood 
was  fpeaking  I  touched  a  little  upon  thePriefls,  Effect, 
the  old  Man  clapped  me  on  the  Shoulder, 
and  faid,  He  mujl  /lop  me,  for  I  had  Jpoken 
again/l  their  Minifters :  So  I  flopped,  for  I  was 
tender  of  them,  and  felt  they  were  a  tender 
People;  yet  my  Heart  was  full  of  heavenly 
Matter.  After  a  little  Paufe,  I  told  them,  1 
bad  many  ' Things  to  declare  unto  them  of  the  Things 
of  God ;  but  being  in  that  Iloufe ,  mujl  have 
Leave  of  the  Mafter  of  it-,  he  bid  me  fpeak  on, 
which  I  did  in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  the  Lord  ;  fo  that  their  Con- 
Iciences  were  awakened,  and  the  Witnefs  of 
God  in  them  anfwered  to  the  Truth  of  the 
Teflimony ;  they  were  broken  into  many 
Tears,  and  when  I  was  clear  in  Declaration,  I 
concluded  the  Meeting  with  fervent  Prayer  tQ 
the  Lord. 

N  a  The 
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2675.  The  old  Man  rifing  up,  got  me  in  his  Arms, 
and  faid,  He  owned  what  J  had  fpoken,  and 
thanked  God  that  he  could  under ji and  it ;  and 
faid,  He  had  heard ,  that  we  denied  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  denied  Chrifl  who  died  for  us ;  which 
Difference  was  the  Caufe  of  that  great  Difference  betwixt 
iters'1111'  their  Mini fers  and  us:  But  he  under  flood  this 
'  Day ,  that  we  owned  both  Chriff  and  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  ;  therefore  would  know  the  Reafon  of  the 
Difference  betwixt  their  Miniffers  and  us  r  I  told 
him,  Their  Miniffers  were  fatisfied  with  the 
Talk  of  Chrifl  and  the  Scriptures  ;  and  we  could 
?iot  be  fatisfied  without  the  fare,  inward, ,  divine 
Knowledge  of  G  od  and  Christ,  and  the  En¬ 
joyments  of  thofe  Comforts  the  Scriptures  declared 
off  which  true  Relievers  enjoyed  in  the  primitive 
Times.  The  old  Man  replied  with  Tears, 
Thofe  were  the  Things  he  wanted.  He  would 
•  not  let  us  go  until  we  had  eaten  fome  Victuals 

with  him,  though  at  that  Time  Provifions 
were  fcarce,  becaufe  of  the  great  Deftrudtion 
by  the  Wars.  Thus  leaving  them  loving  and 
The  aged  tender,  when  we  parted  the  old  Man  wept, 
Man  wept  {  rne  in  his  Arms,  and  laid,  He  doubted  he 

at  paring.  7  ,  r  .  .  - 

foil  Id  never  fee  me  again. 


Boflon, 


I  went  from  thence  to  Bo  ft  on,  and  had  Meet¬ 
ings  there,  and  in  feverai  Places  in  that  Quar¬ 
ter,  having  great  Exerciie  with  fome  who  pro- 
feiTed  Truth,  and  lived  notin  it;  which  did 
much  Hurt,  and  hindered  the  Lord’s  Work. 
When  1  was  clear  of  thole  Parts,  I  went  back 
to  'Rhode- If  and  by  Sea,  in  a  little  Bark  belong¬ 
ing 
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inc  to  Edward  Wharton,  a  Friend,  who  lived  167c. 
at  Salem ;  in  feme  few  Days  we  landed  at 
Rhode- JJland ,  where  great  Troubles  attended  Khode- 
Friends  by  Reafon  of  the  Wars,  which  lay  IfIand* 
very  heavy  on  Places  belonging  to  that  Quar¬ 
ter  without  the  lfland,  the  Indians  killing  and  The  in. 
burning  all  before  them;  and  the  People,  who 
were  not  Friends,  were  outrageous  to  fight :  sx. 

But  the  Governor  being  a  Friend,  (one  W al-  Walter 
ter  Clark)  could  not  give  Commiflions  to  killc|arkGo- 

and  dcftroy  Men.  Friends  were  glad  of  my  here  could 
Coming,  and  it  pleafed  God  that  it  was  to  not  wage 
good  Purpofe  in  feveral  Refpedts ;  the  faith- War* 
ful  and  honeft-hearted  among  Friends  were 
much  helped  and  ftrengthened  by  my  being 
there.  1  Raid  home  Time  among  them,  and 
had  many  bleffed  and  heavenly  Meetings  to 
worfhip  God  ;  alfo  Men’s-Meetings  for  Church 
Affairs. 

■  r 

-  •*  '  •*  *  Jr 

Whilft  I  Raid  at  Rhode- TJJ and,  the  Heat  of 

the  Indian  War  abated,  for  King  Philip,  the  After  the 
Chief  in  that  War  of  the  Indians .  was  killed.  Indian 
and  his  Party  deft  toyed  and  lubdued  ;  prefently 
a  Sicknefs  came,  which  proved  mortal  and  mortaj 
took  many  away,  few  Families  in  the  lfland  Sickriefs 
■but  loft  home  in  two  or  three  Days’  Sicknefs. ullucd* 
Many  Friends  died,  yet  I  conftantly  viftted 
ftek  Families  of  Friends,  although  the  Smell 
of  the  Sicknefs  was  loathfome,  and  many  Times 
1  could  fed  all  the  Paitsofmy  Body  as  it  were 
leaden  with  it,  fo  that  I  would  fay  to  fick 
Families,  It  vpas  much ,  1  did  not  carry  their 

Sicknefs 
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3675.  Stcknefs  away,  I  was  fo  loadcn  therewith.  After 
fome  Time  it  feizedon  me  with  fuch  Violence, 


in  Ncw- 
poi  t* 


Then  fome  loofe  Spirits,  that  I  had  dealt 
with  for  their  Loofenefs,  were  glad,  and 
thought  their  Curb  and  Reins  were  taken  off} 
but  the  Lord  healed  and  raifed  me  up,  fo  that 
in  about  ten  Days’  Time  I  was  able  to  appear 
in  public  Meetings,  and  although  my  Body 
was  thin  and  weak  by  reafon  of  Travels  and 
Troubles  with  wrong  Spirits,  loofe  Livers  and 
falfe  Brethren,  yet  the  Lord’s  Power  carried 
over  all.  When  I  had  Raid  fome  Time  labour¬ 
ing  in  thofe  Parts,  and  was  clear  of  that  Ser¬ 
vice,  I  was  drawn  towards  New-Tork,  and 
fames  Fletcher  being  here  in  the  Service  of 
Truth,  would  go  with  me.  So  we  took  our 
Leave  of  Friends  in  the  Love  of  God,  and  took 

Jtiiode-  Shipping  at  Rbode-ljlandi or  New-Tork. 

Jfiand® 

iN'ew*- 

York.  Now  whilfl  we  were  on  board  the  Sloop,  it 
NCw-  came  much  upon  me  to  go  to  New- Hertford,  a 
Hertford-  chjef  Town  in  Connedficut  Colony,  which  lay 

ciit-Colo-  ahout  fifty  Miles  in  the  Country,  through  a 
ny.  great  Wildernefs,  and  very  dangerous  to  tra- 
Danger-  vel,  the  Indians  being  in  Arms,  haunting  thofe 
veiling*"  Parts,  and  killing  many  Chrijlians\  So  it  look-* 
a  ed  frightful,  that  I,  who  was  a  Stranger  in  the 
Country,  fhould  undertake  fuch  a  Journey  in 
thofe  perilous  Times ;  but  the  Service  came 
clofe  upon  me,  and  I  was  under  great  Exercife 


of 
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of  Mind  about  it,  yet  faid  nothing  of  it  to  any  1675. 
Man  for  fome  Days. 

We  were  forely  tolled  at  Sea,  forward  and 
backward,  by  contrary  Winds  and  bad  Wea¬ 
ther,  yet  got  once  on  Shore  in  Shelter-ljland, 
and  went  to  Nathaniel  Eylvefter' s,  a  Friend,  Syilefte^ 
who  dwelt  there,  where  we  had  a  Meeting  ;  inShe'ter- 
after  which  the  Wind  and  Weather  feeming  Ii!a,ld* 
to  favour  us,  we  went  aboard  again,  and  fet  on 
our  Voyage,  but  in  the  Night  it  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  ftormy,  and  we  were  in  great  Danger 
of  being  call  away  j  yet  by  the  Lord’s  Prc» 
vidence  efcaped,  but  were  driven  back  to 
New-London  :  And  the  Wind  continuing 
again!!  us.  we  ftaid  there  three  Days,  and  en-  London, 
deavoured  to  get  a  Meeting,  but  the  People  be¬ 
ing  rigid  Prejbyterians ,  would  not  iuffcr  us  to 
have  one. 


We  heard  of  fome  Baptifts,  five  Miles  from 
thence,  who  kept  the  feventh  Day  as  a  Sabbath, 

I  had  fomething  upon  me  to  vifit  them;  lo 
James  Fletcher  and  another  friendly  Man  who  w.  E.  and 
came  from  Old-England,  who  lived  near  New-  J-  vjl‘t 
London,  went  with  me.  It  was  on  a  feventh 
Day  of  the  Week  when  we  came  there,  they  ings.  &c. 
were  met  together  with  their  Servants  and  Ne¬ 
groes,  keeping  that  Day,  fitting  in  Silence  : 

When  we  came  in  they  feemed  to  be  difiurbed  ; 
but  I  fpoke  gently  to  them,  and  laid,  We  came 
not  to  difturh  them,  but  hearing  they  were,  a  Peo-r 
ple  that  differed  in  Religion  from  the  Generality 


Sabbata¬ 
rian  Bui> 

M 

1  i  1 


/ 
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1675.  of  People  in  that  Country ,  we  came  to  vifit  them  j 

if  they  had  Religion  that  was  good ,  /a  g?/ 
Share  with  them.  So  the  Mafter  oh  the  Houfe 
bid  us  lit  down  ;  we  fat  a  pretty  while  in  Si¬ 
lence,  and  my  Heart  was  filled  with  the 
Word  of  Life,  yet  I  was  afraid  to  raife  their 
Spirits,  left  thereby  I  fhould  loie  my  Service  j 
for  I  felt  there  were  Defires  in  them  after  the 
W.  E.  Knowledge  of  God  :  So  I  began  my  Service  by 

Q°eft  ons  Way  Qileft>on>  and  queried,  If  they  allowed 
concern-  t°  fuejlions  one  of  another  about  Religion  ? 
ing  the  Which  they  affented  to.  I  a  iked  them,  Why 
babbath.  jiepf  ffjaf  L)ay  as  a  Sabbath?  They  faid. 

It  was  fir  icily  commanded  in  the  Old  Tefi  ament. 
I  aiked.  If  we  were  obliged  to  keep  all  the  Law 
of  Mofes  ?  They  faid,  No,  but  the  Keeping  of 
the  Sabbath  feemed  to  be  more  required  than  the 
reft  of  the  Law ,  for  the  Prie/is  of  ten  blamed  the 
Jews  for  breaking  the  Sabbath ,  more,  than  any 
other  Part  of  the  Law.  I  told  them.  They 
Mat.  12 .  were  under  a  Mi  flake,  for  they  might  find  that 
1  to  :6,  QUr  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  when  he  was  in  the 
Flefh,  did  many  Things  which  the  Jews  accounted 
a  Breach  of  the  Sabbath  ;  as  healing '  People  on 
the  Sabbath-Day,  travelling  with  his  Difciples, 
who  plucked  Ears  of  Corn-,  and  doing  many  Things 
on  the  Sabbath,  with  which  the  Jews  were  highly 
cfended.  Sol  opened  many  Scriptures  to  them-, 
the  wing,  That  Chrifl  had  ended  the  Law  of  the 
Old  Covenant ,  and  was  the  Reft  of  his  People, 
and  that  all  mull  know  Ref ,  fuietnefs  and  Peace 
in  him. 


Theft 
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Then  they  afked  me  about  Water- B apt ifm  1675. 
and  Breaking  of  Bread ,  and  we  had  much 
Difcourfe  concerning  it.  They  were  vefy  mo¬ 
derate  and  ready  in  the  Scriptures:  .1  fheWed 
them,  That  John,  who  had  the  Ordinance  of  John  bap- 
JVater-Baptifm, [aid.  He  baptized  with  Water,  ^e^vitl1 
but  Ch rill:  fhould  baptize  them  with  Fire  and  butUuift 
the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  that  his  muft  decreafe,  and  with  the 

Chrift’s  muft  increafe.  And  now  by  Our  Ghoft  and 
count  it  was  drawing  towards  f event  een  Hundred  Fire.  Mat. 
Tears,  which  was  fufftcient  Time  to  wear  unto 
an  End  that  which  decreafed,  and  etlablifh  that  -0j  s,c. 
which  increafed.  And  it  was  a  material  Quef- 
tion  to  fuch  as  heldWater-Baptifm  to  be  in  Force , 
to  /hew,  How  far  it  was  decreafed,  and  when  it 
would  be  at  an  End,  and  Chrijl's  Baptifm  in¬ 
creafed  to  Perfection,  and  eflablifhed  according 
to  John’s  Tefhmony-:  But  as  forme  I  believed. 

That  John’s  W atcr-Baptifm  was  ended  long  ago, 
and  Chrijl's  eflablifhed  :  And  that  there  was  but  Epft.  4.  5. 
One  Faith  and  one  Baptifm ,  as  the  Apojlle  wit-  Jjjg  s^f 
nejfed  to  the  Ephefians.  And  I  opened  to  them,  fiance  of 
That  Chrift  was  the  Sub  fiance  of  all  thoj'e  Things ,  ^  LyP‘J 
and  his  Body  the  Bread  of  Life  that  we  muft  all penfatio.i, 
feed  upon.  They  were  all  quiet,  and  I  declared  and  die, 
to  them  in  the  Openings  of  Life,  the  Way  of  ^ ot' 
Truth}  and  when  clear,  concluded  in  fervent  John 6.3 j 
Prayer  to  God }  and  they  were  very  tender  and 
loving  }  fo  we  parted. 


The  next  Day,  being  the  firft  Day  of  the 
Week,  we  appointed  a  Meeting  near  New-Lon - 
don,  at  a  friendly  Man’s  Houfe  who  was  with 

O  us; 
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U&  5  *°  w^llc^  ^evera^  °f  the  B apt ifis  cam  and 
many  other  fober  People.  The  Lord’s  Power 
and  Prefence  were  with  us  ;  but  the  Conftable 
and  other  Officers  came  with  armed  Men,  and 
forcibly  broke  up  our  Meeting,  haling  and 
abufing  us  very  much;  but  the  fober  People 
were  offended  at  them.  * 


W.  F.  ;s 
eonitrain- 
cd  to  go 
to  Ncw- 
Hertford, 
reiigning 
all  to 
Gc  ds 
Will. 


That  Evening  we  weighed  Anchor,  and  fet 
fail,  the  Wind  teeming  fomewhat  fair  for  us ; 
but  it  ftill  remained  with  me  to  go  to  New- 
Hertford,  yet  it  feemed  hard  to  give  up,  to  be 
expofed  to  fuch  Perils  as  feemed  to  attend  that 
Journey  ;  but  I  kept  it  fecret,  thinking  that 
the  Lord  might  take  it  off  me.  We  had  failed 
but  about  three  Leagues  when  the  Wind  came 
ftrong  a-head  of  us ;  that  Night  we  had  a 
Storm,  and  were  glad  to  get  an  Harbour, 
where  we  lay  fome  Days,  the  Wind  blowing 
ftiff  againft  us.  And  the  Hand  of  the  Lord 
came  heavy  upon  me,  preffing  me  to  go  to 
New-Hertjord ;  fo  I  gave  up  to  the  Will  of 
God,  whether  to  live  or  die.  Then  I  told  the 
Company,  ‘That  I  was  the  Caufe ,  why  they  were 
Jo  crojjed  and  detained  in  their  Voyage.  And  I 
the  wed  them,  How  the  Lord  had  required  me 
to  go  to  New-Hertford,  and  the  Journey Jeeming 
perilous ,  1  had  delayed ;  but  now  mu  ft  go ,  in 
SubmiJJion  to  the  Will  of  God,  whether  1  lived  or 
died.  The  Owner  of  the  Sloop  wept,  and  the 
reff  were  amazed  and  tender. 


Then 
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Then  James  Fletcher  would  go  with  me:  1675. 
So  we  went  on  Shore,  and  bought  each  of  us 
an  Horfe,  and  the  next  Morning  took  Leave  of 
our  Sloop-Company  ;  then  went  on  our  Jour¬ 
ney  without  any  Guide,  except  the  Lord,  and 
travelled  through  a  great  Wildernefs,  which 
held  us  moil  of  that  Day’s  Journey.'  We  tra¬ 
velled  hard,  and  by  the  Lord’s  gracious  Affift- 
ance  got  that  Night  within  four  Miles  of  New'- 
Hertford,  where  we  lodged  at  an  Ordinary, 
and  the  People  were  civil.  I  got  up  next  Morn¬ 
ing  very  early,  it  being  the  firft  Day  of  the 
Week,  and  went  to  Hertford  on  Foot,  leaving  W.  E. 
my  Horfe  at  the  Ordinary,  and  defired  James  ??mes  to 
Fletcher  to  Pay  there,  til!  he  faw  the  Iffue  of  Hertford, 
my  Service,  for  I  expeded  at  lead;  a  Prifon  at 
tie  rt ford. 

So  getting  there  pretty  foon  in  the  Morning, 
the  Town  was  about  two  Miles  long;  andl 
was  moved  to  go  to  their  Worfhip.  I  came  to 
one  great  Meeting-houfe,  but  the  Prieft  and 
People  were  not  come  to  their  Worfhip,  it  be¬ 
ing  early ;  and  my  Spirit  was  fhut  up  from 
that  Place.  Then  I  was  brought  under  great  W.  E. 
Exercifeof  Mind,  fearing  that  the  Lord  was  tf?adthaJ 
angry  with  me,  and  rejeded  my  Service,  for  was  angry 
my  Delay  under  this  Exercife.  I  went  on  for-  at  ^‘‘s 
ward  about  half  a  Mile,  fo  came  near  toano-'  ’’ 
ther  great  Meeting-houfe,  and  I  found  Open- 
ntm  in  my  Spirit  to  go  thither.  I  was  glad  of 
tne  Lords  Countenance,  though  the  People 
v/ere  not  come  yet  to  their  Worfhip. 

Q  2  There 


I 
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There  was  a  brave  River,  where  they  built 

WV  ijiany  Ships,  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  diftant ; 

thither  I  went  and  fat  down,  until  I  faw  Peo- 

pie  go  tp  their  Worfhip  :  When  they  were  ga^ 

thered  I  went  there,  and  flood  in  the  Worfhip- 

boufe,  near  the  Prieft,  until  he  had  done  his 

Service,  then  I  fpoke  what  the  Lord  gave  me  : 

They  were  moderate  and  quiet,  and  the  Prieft 

and  Magiftrates  went  away,  but  many  of  the 

People  ftaid,  and  I  had  good  Service  among 

them  ;  When  I  had  cleared  my  Confcience  we 

parted,  and  I  went  again  towards  the  River- 

iide.  As  I  was  going  a  Man  called  me  to 

come  to  hisHoufe  and  dine  with  him:  I  flood 

a  little  and  looked  at  him,  his  Spirit  feemed 

to  be  deceitful,  I  afked  him,  If  he  would  take 

Money  for  his  Viffuals?  He  Paid,  No-,  then  I 

told  him,  I  would  not  cat  -with  him.  So  I  went 
»  * 

to  the  River-flde  again,  and  fat  down,  though 
I  had  not  eaten  any  Thing  that  Day, 

After  fome  Time  the  Bells  rang  for  their 
Afternoon  Worfhip,  and  I  was  moved  to  go 
W.  E.  m  the  other  Worfhiprhoufe  afore  mentioned, 
goeth  to  fr0[Tj  whiph  in  the  Morning  my  Spirit  was 

fliip-houfe  (hut  up.  So  I  went  there,  and  the  Prieft  and 
People  were  gathered,  having  a  Guard  of  Fire¬ 
locks,  for  Fear  of  the  Indians  coming  upon 
them  whilfl  at  their  Worfhip  ;  I  went  in,  and 
founded  an  Alarm  in  the  Dread  of  the  Lord’s 
Power,  and  they  were  ftartled,  yet  were  kept 
down  by  the  Lord’s  Power,  in  which  I  declared 
the  Way  of  Salvation  to  them  a  pretty  while ; 

but 
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bat  after  feme  Time,  by  the  Perfuafions  of  the 
Piieli,  the  Officers  haled  me  out  of  the  Wor- 
fhip-houfe,  and  hurt  my  Arm  fo  that  it  bled;  ledoutof 
then  they  took  me  to  the  Guard  of  Firelocks  the  Wor- 

TT.X  flup-houfc 

on  a  Jriili#  and  his 

Arm  hurt. 

And  though  it  was  a  very  piercing  cold  Day,  ^ 
and  I  dill  faffing,  my  Body  alfo  thin,  byRea- 
fcn  of  the  Sicknefs  I  had  in  Rhode-Ifland  not 
long  before,  and  other  Exercifes  which  I  tra¬ 
velled  through,  yet  the  Lord’s  Power  lupported 
me,  fo  that  the  Officer,  who  had  mein  Charge, 
firfl  complained  of  the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Wea¬ 
ther,  and  afked  me,  How  I  could  endure  the 
Cold ,  jor  he  was  very  Cold ?  I  told  him,  It 
was  the  Entertainment  that  their  great  Profeff-  veryhard 
crs  oj  Religion  in  New-England  afforded  a  Entertain : 
Stranger ,  and  yet  projeffed  the  Scriptures  to  be  ment* 
their  Rule ,  which  commanded  to  entertain  Stran¬ 
gers  ;  and  bejides  they  had  drawn  my  Blood t  So  I 
fhewed  him  my  Arm  that  was  hurt;  he  feemed 
to  be  troubled,  and  excufed  their  Magiftrates. 

I  told  him,  The  Magiftrates  and  Priefts  mu(i 
an/wer  jor  it  to  the  Lord,  for  they  were  the  Caufe 
oj  it :  Then  he  took  me  to  an  Inn,  and  prefently 
the  Room  was  filled  with  Profefiors  :  Much  \y.  jr. 
Pifcourfe  we  had,  and  the  Lord  flrengthened  had  much 
me,  and  by  his  Spirit  brought  many  Scriptures  ^if^Pro- 
to  my  Remembrance ;  fo  that  Truth’s  Tefti-  fclTors. 
mony  was  over  them.  As  one  Company  went 
away  another  came,  • 


When 
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When  they  were  foiled,  a  Preacher  among 
the  Baptifts  took  up  the  Argument  againfl 
.Truth,  charging  F riends  with  holding  a  great 
Error  (which  was)  That  every  Man  bad  a  Mea- 
Jure  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  ;  and  would  know, 
If  1  held  the  fame  Error  ?  I  told  him,  That  was 
no  Error,  for  the  Scriptures  witneffed  to  it  plen¬ 
tifully.  .He  faid,  He  denied  that  the  World 
had  received  a  Meajure  of  the  Spirit,  hut  Be¬ 
lievers  had  received  it.  I  told  him  that  the  A- 
Manifeft-  poftle  faid,  A  Manifefiation  oj  the  Spirit  was 
;J,tio"°\  given  to  every  one  to  profit  withal.  He  faid 

given  to  J-tJClt  CW(IS  ITldClflt  tO  CVCry  One  the  l$cli€<JJC?'Sa 
Believers,  I  told  him,  Chrifl  had  enlightened  every  one  that 

World  al- came  int0  the.  World,  with  the  Light  of  his  Spi- 
fo.  rit :  He  faid,  That  was  every  one  of  the  Be- 
Johni.9 .Uevers  that  came  into  the  World:  And  as  I 
brought  him  Scriptures,  he  (till  applied  them 
to  the  Believers, Haying,  There  was  the  Ground 
of  our  Error,  in  applying  that  to  every  Man, 
which  properly  belonged  to  Believers.  Then  the 
Lord  by  his  good  Spirit  brought  to  my  Mind 
the  Promife  of  our  Saviour,  (when  he  told  his 
Chap.  16.  Difciples  of  his  Going  away)  That  he  would  fend 
1  to  U-  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  that  fhould 
convince  the  W or  Id  of  Sin,  and  fhould  guide  bis 
Difciples  into  all  Truth:  Thus  the  fame  Spirit  of 
Truth,  that  leads  Believers  into  all  T ruth,  con¬ 
vinces  the  World  of  Sin.  So  thou  mu  ft  grant , 
that  all  have  received  it,  or  elj'e  fhew  from  the 
Scriptures  a  Seiedt  Number  of  Believers ;  and 
befides  them,  a  World  of  Believers  that  hath  the 
Spirit ,  ■ alfo  another  World  of  Unbelievers,  that 
'  ,  hath 
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hath  no  Meajure  of  the  Spirit  to  convince  them  of 
Sin.  Here  the  Lord’s  Testimony  came  over 
him,  To  that  he  was  flopped,  and  many  fober  °e‘f  Ro' 
Profeflors,  who  ftaid  to  fee  the  End,  acquiefced  laptift 
therewith,  and  faid,  Indeed,  Mr.  Rogers,  the  Pricfft>  is 
Man  is  in  the  right ;  for  you  mu  ft  find  a  Seledt ccn  uted* 
Number  of  Believers ,  befides  a  World  that  hath 
a  Meajure  of  the  Spirit ,  that  convinces  them  op' 

Sin,  and  a  World  that  hath  not  the  Spirit,  fd 
rot  convinced  of  Sin :  Phis  you  mufi  do,  or  grant 
the  Argument.  He  was  filent,  and  the  People 
generally  latisfied  in  that  Matter,  their  Under-  The  Un~ 
flandings  being  opened;  fo  they  took  their  derfland- 
Leave  of  me  very  lovingly,  it  being  late  in  the  S 
Night.  were 

Opened. 

When  they  were  gone,  I  defired  the  Woman 
of  the  Houfe  to  boil  me  a  little  Milk,  for  that 
Day  I  had  not  eaten.  The  Baptijl,  Rogers 
(aforefaid)  lodged  there  that  Night,  but  lived 
fi.ty  Mues  off,  and  was  Paftorto  tbofe  Seventh- 
Id  ay-Sabbath  ^  People,  that  I  had  been  with 
above  a  Week  before  near  New- London.  The 
People  of  this  Houfe  where  we  lodged  being 
Prejhyterians,  I  called  the  Baptifl  from  them 
into  another  Room ;  he  told  me  where  he 
lived,  and  what  People  he  was  Paftor  to.  I 
told  him,  I  was  with  his  Hearers,  and  they 
wei  e  loving  and  tender .  He  alfo  acquainted  me 
He  was  jummoned  to  Hertford,  to  appear  before  Tlie  Bap- 
the  Jjfembty  that  then  fat,  who  had  taken  Layoff- 

W,f‘  /r°”’  him:  «*»  *  M  ™rriej  Ste'ftl 

I  cars  ago^  before  he  was  oj  the  Ferjuafion  that  he 


now 
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now  was  of.  And  fince  he  became  a  Baptift,  her 
Father ,  being  an  Elder  of  the  Prefbyterians, 
was  fet  violently  again/}  him,  and  endeavoured 
to  divorce  his  Daughter from  him  (though  he  had 
two  Children  by  her)  for  Jome  ill  Fail  he  had 
committed  bejore  he  was  her  Hufband,  and  whiljl 
he  was  one  of  their  Church  •,  whereof,  under  Sor¬ 
row  and  Trouble  of  Mind,  he  had  acquainted  her, 
and  foe  had  divulged  the  fame  to  her  Father ;  for 
which,  he  faid,  they  had  taken  away  his  Wife. 
1  afked,  How  he  could  join  with  them  in  oppojing 
me ;  and  at  fuch  a  Time  when  I  was  but  one,  be¬ 
ing  a  Stranger,  and  they  Abundance  in  Oppofi- 
tion  f  Alfo,  Whether  it  was  not  unmanly  to  do 
Jo  ?  But  it  being  late,  I  defired  fome  further 
Difcourfe  with  him  in  the  Morning,  which  he 
affented  to ;  but  although  I  was  up  before  the 
Sun  rofe,  he  was  gone  away  before. 

I  fent  to  the  Officer,  that  had  the  Charge  of 
me  the  Day  before,  to  know,  if  he  had  any 
W.  E.  dif-  further  to  do  with  me,  who  faid,  I  might  go 
charged  when  and  where  I  pleafed.  So  I  paid  the  People 
Confine-  for  my  Night’s  Lodging,  and  being  clear  of 
ment.  the  Service  there,  I  went  towards  the  Place 
where  I  left  fames  Fletcher  and  our  Horfes ;  in 
the  mean  Time  fames  Fletcher  came  another 
Way  to  look  for  me :  Thus  we  miffed  one  of 
another.  When  he  came  to  Hertford,  he  heard 
by  feveral  where  I  was  gone,  and  fo  came  back, 
and  told  me.  That  1  had  fet  all  the  Town  a  talk¬ 
ing  of  Religion. 
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The  next  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  to¬ 
wards  Long-lJIand ,  and  in  three  Days  came 
there,  where  Friends  received  us  gladly ;  but 
were  much  troubled  in  their  Meetings  with 
feveral  who  were  gone  from  Truth,  and  turned 
Ranters,  i.  e.  Men  and  Women  who  would  Ranters 
come  into  Friends’ Meetings,  finging  and  dan-p^jL 
cing  in  a  rude  Manner,  which  was  a  great  Ex-  Meetings* 
ercife  to  Friends.  We  ftaid  in  that  Part  among 
Friends  for  fome  Time,  and  had  large  and 
precious  Meetings  at  feveral  Places;  many  of 
thofe  Ranters  came  to  Meetings,  yet  the  Lord’s 
Power  was  over  them  in  his  Teftimony,  and 
chained  them  down :  Some  of  them  were  reach¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  brought  back  to  the  Truth,  to 
own  Condemnation  for  their  Running  out  into 
Liberty  and  Wickednefs, 

-  '  v  *  ■"  ■■  t  >  \ '  -  *  ’  j. ..  j  - .. 

When  we  were  cleat  of  that  Quartdr,  we 
took  Boat  to  Eaft-Jerfey ,  and  came  to  Sbrewf-  ,  . 

bury,  where  we  ftaid  fome  Meetings,  and  were  *raff"Jer* 
refrefhed  with  Friends  in  the  Lord;  from  Shrewf- 
thence  went  to  Middletown ,  and  had  a  Meet-  buT* 
ing  there,  at  Richard  Hartfborns,  which  was  !!* 
full  and  large  ;  to  which  there  came  feveral  of  R,ichard 
thofe  People,  that  were  tainted  with  the  rant-  hartlhorrl 
ing  Spirit.  .  One  Edward  Parjf  came  into  the  Edward 
Meeting  with  his  Face  blacked,  and  faid,  It  Tarff,  a 
was  his  J  unification  and  Sanctification-,  alfo^3"^ 
fung  and  danced,  and  came  to  me,  where  I  °W.°eT 
was  fitting  waiting  on  the  Lord,  and  called  me 
Old  rotten  Pried,  faying,  1  had  loft  tbe  Power 
*J  God ;  but  the  Lord’s  Power  filled  my  Heart, 
v  ’  .  ‘  E  and 
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and  his  Word  was  powerful  and  (harp  in  my 
Heart  and  Tongue,  I  told  him,  He  was  mad, 
and  that  made  him  fret ;  he  faid,  1  lied ,  for  he 
was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  come  in  that  Manner 
to  reprove  me.  I  looked  on  him  in  the  Autho- 
\V.  E.  rity  of  the  Lord’s  Power,  and  told  him,  Ichal- 
ciiaiienges  lenged  him ,  and  his  God  that  fent  him ,  to  look 

TarfTa  me  *n  ^ace  one  Hour,  or  half  an  Hour ,  but 
Ranter,  to  he  was  fmitten,  and  could  not  look  me  in  the 

in°theim  ^ace’  went  out*  The  Lord’s  Power  and 
Face?  Senfe  of  it  was  over  the  Meeting,  in  which  I 
flood  up,  and  appealed  to  the  reft.  Whether 
this  was  not  the  fame  Power  of  God,  in  which  I 
came  among  them  at  the  firfl ,  unto  which  they 
were  directed  and  turned,  when  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  Truth,  fhewing  them.  How  they 
(i.  e.  the  Ranters)  went  from  it,  and  were  be¬ 
witched  by  a  transformed  Spirit,  into  (Irong  De- 
A  heaven*  lufions.  It  was  a  blefled  heavenly  Meeting, 
People  were  tender  and  loving,  and  Friends 
comforted  and  glad  of  that  blefled  Opportunity. 


ly  iVeet- 
ing 


Next  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  through 
the  Wildernefs  towards  Maryland,  to  crofs  the 
River  at  Delaware- Falls.  Richard  Hart  (horn 
and  Eliakim  Wardell  would  go  a  Day’s  Journey 
An  Indian  with  us  ;  we  hired  an  Indian  to  guide  us,  but 
jui Jes  be  took  us  wrong,  and  left  us  in  the  Woods : 
When  it  was  late  we  alighted,  put  our  Horfes 
to  Grafs,  and  kindled  a  Fire  by  a  little 
Brook,  convenient  for  Water  to  drink :  So  lay 
down  till  Morning,  but  were  at  a  great  Lois 
concerning  the  Way,  being  all  Strangers  in  the 

Wildernefs 


t  hem 
H’roiig. 
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Wildernefs.  'Richard  Hartfljorn  advifed  to  go 
to  Rarington  River,  about  ten  Miles  back,  as 
was  fuppofed,  to  find  out  a  finall  Landing- 
place  from  New-Tork,  from  whence  there  was 
a  fmall  Path  that  led  to  Delaware- Falls.  So 
we  rode  back,  and  in  fome  Time  found  the 
Landing-place  and  little  Path ;  then  the  two 
Friends  committed  us  to  the  Lord’s  Guidance, 
and  went  back. 

We  travelled  that  Day,  and  faw  no  tame 
Creature,  at  Night  we  kindled  a  Fire  in  the 
Wildernefs,  and  lay  by  it,  as  we  ufed  to  do  in 
fuch  Journies;  next  Day  about  nine  in  the 
Morning,  by  the  good  Hand  of  God,  we  came 
well  to  the  Falls,  and  by  his  Providence  found  Delaware- 
there  an  Indian  Man,  a  Woman  and  Boy Falls- 
wnh  a  Canoe :  So  we  hired  him  for  fome  wam_ 
Wampatnpeg ,  to  help  us  over  in  the  Canoe  ;  pampeg. 
We  fwam  our  Horfes,  and  though  the  River 
was  broad,  yet  got  well  over;  and,  by  the dians take 
Directions  we  received  from  Friends,  travelled  in(iead'of 
towards  Delaware  Town  along  the  Weft  Side  SL 
of  the  River:  When  we  had  rode  fome  Miles, 
we  baited  our  Horfes,  and  refreshed  ourfelves 
with  fuch  Provifions  as  we  had,  for  as  yet  we 
v\ere  not  come  to  any  Inhabitants.  Here  came 


up  to  us  a  Finland  IVIan  well  horfed,  who 
could  fpeak  Englijh,  he  foon  perceived  what  AFhPaid 
we  were,  and  gave  us  an  Account  offeveralMan 


(j  vvwwu  Jv  V-/X  V  LI  Ct  1  1  ’  lull 

Friends,  his  Houle  was  as  far  as  we  could 

*  ~  *  Friends 


ride  that  Day ;  he  took  us  there,  and  lodged 
ps  kindly. 


P  a 


Next 
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Next  Morning,  being  firft  Day  of  the 
Week,  we  went  to  Uplands,  where  were  a  few 
Friends  met  at  Robert  Wades  Houfe,  and  we 
were  glad  one  of  another,  and  comforted  in 
the  Lord.  After  Meeting  we  took  Boat  and 
went  to  Salem  about  thirty  Miles,  there  lived 
John  Fennick ,  and  feveral  Families  of  Friends 
from  England,  we  ordered  our  Horfes  to  meet 
us  at  Delaware  Town  by  Land ;  fo  we  got 
Friends  together  at  Salem ,  and  had  a  Meeting: 
After  which  we  had  the  Hearing  of  feveral 
Differences,  and  endeavoured  to  make  Peace 
among  them. 

Next  Day  w'e  went  by  Boat,  accompanied 
by  feveral  Friends,  to  Delaware  Town,  and 
there  met  with  our  Horles  according  to  Ap¬ 
pointment,  but  for  a  long  Time  could  get  no 
Lodging  for  ourfelves,  or  them;  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  being  rnoft  of  them  Dutch  and  Finns ,  and 
addifted  toDrunkennefs.  That  Place  was  then 
under  the  Government  of  New-Tork,  and  is 
now  called  Pennfylvania ,  there  was  a  Deputy- 
Governor  in  it;  fo  when  we  could  not  get  a 
Lodging,  I  went  to  the  Governor,  and  told 
him,  We  were  Travellers,  and  had  Money  to  pay 
f°r  what  we  called  for,  but  could  not  get  Lodging 
for  our  Money.  He  was  very  courteous,  and 
Vent  with  us  to  an  Ordinary,  and  commanded 
the  Man  to  provide  us  Lodging  (which  was 
both  mean  and  dear)  but  the  Governor  fent  his 
Man.  to  tel!  me,  That  what  I  wanted,  fend  to 
hipi  jcr  and  I  fhoutd  have  it. 


The 
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The  next  Morning  we  took  oar  Journey  to¬ 
wards  Maryland,  accompanied  with  Robert 
Wade  and  another  Fiiend  :  We  travelled  hard  etht0-S°' 
and  late  at  Night,  fo  came  to  William  South-  wards  Ma- 
erby’s  at  Saxifrax  River.  From  thence  we  r>'land- 
went  among  Friends  on  the  Eaftern  Shore  in 
Maryland,  where  we  had  many  precious  hea¬ 
venly  Meetings  with  Friends  and  others,  for 
the  Worfhip  cf  God,  and  Men  and  Women’s 
Meetings  to  order  the  Affairs  of  the  Church. 

A  blelicd  Time  we  had  together,  to  our  mu¬ 
tual  Comfort. 

After  fome  well-fpent  Time  there  in  Truth’s 
Service,  I  had  Drawings  to  go  over  the  great 
Bay  of  Chefeapeak,  to  the  Weftern  Shore  to  Great  Bay 
vifit  Friends,  and  Samuel  Groom  of  London,  ofChefea- 
Matter  of  a  Ship  being  there,  fent  his  Boat  and  pedk’ 
two  of  his  Men  to  take  me  over  ;  that  Night 
one  of  the  Men  was  under  much  Trouble  of  Ship-Ma- 
Spirit,  but  we  landed  well  early  next  Morning  fter- 
at  the  Cliffs.  I  had  many  good  Meetings  on  w.  e. 
that  Side  of  the  Bay,  and  good  Service  feveral  landed  at 
Ways,  for  there  were  fome  troublefome  Spi- t  iea®" 
rits  gone  out  from  Truth,  that  were  a  great 
Exercife  to  honeft  true-hearted  Friends,  the 
Lord  gave  me  Ability  and  Underffanding  to 
deal  with  them,  and  to  fet  Truth  and  its 
Teffimony  over  them,  to  the  Joy  and  Satis¬ 
faction  of  Friends. 

After  fome  Time  fpent  there,  I  went  to  the 
£aftern  Shore  again,  and  had  many  precious 

Meetings 


I 
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Meetings  with  Friends,  then  took  my  Leave 
v-/'>v'v-'  in  the  Love  of  God,  in  order  to  go  down  the 
Anamefly.  great  Bay  of  Anameffy ,  to  vilit  Friends  there, 
accompanied  with  James  Fletcher ,  and  three 
other  Friends  to  manage  the  Boat;  but  meet¬ 
ing  with  very  foul  Weather,  and  con' ary 
Winds,  we  were  forced  to  put  afhore  in  an 
Ifland,  and  pitch  the  Boat,  having  Sails  fpread 
for  our  Covering,  we  lay  there  all  Night. 


I 


Patuxent 

River. 
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Next  Day,  the  Weather  being  very  foul 
with  Sleet  and  Snow  and  the  Wind  againfl  us, 
we  flood  over  the  Bay  to  Patuxent  River,  and 
came  to  Benjamin  Lawrence's  Houfe,  who  re¬ 
ceived  us  kindly ;  we  had  a  good  Meeting 
there.  After  which  the  Wind  turning  fome- 
what  fair,  we  took  Boat  and  went  on  our 
Journey ;  but  it  was  very  cold  foul  Weather, 
Sleet  and  Snow,  and  we  were  all  that  Day 
and  moft  of  the  Night  e’re  we  got  to  the  Place 
intended,  which  we  obtained  with  much  Diffi¬ 
culty. 


\ 


Bay  of 
Chefea- 
peak 
York  Ri¬ 
ver. 


When  we  came  on  Shore,  I  could  neither* 
go  nor  ftand,  but  as  two  bore  me  up  one  by 
each  Arm,  I  had  fuch  violent  Pains  and  Weak- 
nefs  in  my  Back  and  Loins  with  piercing 
Cold.  We  (laid  there  two  Meetings,  and  foon 
after  they  took  me  to  the  Boat  in  order  to  go 
to  Virginia ,  for  I  could  not  go  alone  without 
Help;  we  put  into  the  great  Bay  of  Che/eapeak, 
and  as  we  eroded  the  Mouth  of  York  River  a 
Storm  took  us,  and  the  Wind  came  againft 

us. 
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.us,  fo  that  we  were  hard  put  to  it  to  efcape  the 
Breakers ;  yet  the  Lord’s  eminent  Hand  faved 
our  Lives. 

Word  went  to  Friends  in  Maryland ,  that 
we  were  drowned,  but  we  got  to  a  little  Creek 
in  a  fmall  Ifland  uninhabited,  and  were  forced 
to  flay  there  three  Nights,  the  Wind  being 
againft  us,  alfo  the  Weather  foul  and  ftormy 
with  Rain,  Sleet  and  Snow :  We  had  no  Shel¬ 
ter  but  the  open  Skies,  and  the  wet  Ground 
to  lie  on,  this  augmented  my  Cold  and  Pain, 
but  the  Lord  bore  up  my  Spirit,  and  enabled 
me  to  endure  it,  as  in  many  other  Afflic¬ 
tions.  As  foon  as  a  Seafon  of  Wind  and  Wea¬ 
ther  prefented,  we  took  Boat  and  fet  on  our 
Journey,  fo  came  to  a  Branch  of  Elizabeth  mhzhtXh 
River,  to  one  Teats's  Houfe,  where  I  had  been  River, 
before ;  he  and  his  Family  were  convinced  of 
the  Truth. 

We  came  there  in  the  Night,  a  little  before 
Day,  and  he  caufed  a  Servant  to  open  the  Door, 
they  took  me  out  of  the  Boat,  and  led  me  into 
the  Houfe,  for  I  was  not  able  to  go  alone,  fo 
fet  me  in  a  Chair ;  but  prefently  my  Spirit  was 
uneafy,  and  greatly  difquieted,  being  fenfible 
Things  were  wrong  in  that  Houfe.  In  the  OneYeas 
Morning  the  People  got  up,  then  it  appeared  gone  from 
plainly  that  they  were  gone  from  Truth.  Af-  TrutlV5 
ter  I  had  difcourfed  with  them  concerning  their  ed  by  ^ 
Running  out,  and  had  admomfhed  them,  my  f  * 

Spirit  being  very  uneafy  under  that  Roof,  I 

ddired 
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defired  our  Company  to  help  roe  into  the  Boat* 
which  they  did :  So  we  went  to  Elizabeth 

Houthnd.  hlout  land’s,  about  three  or  four  Leagues  off; 

’  there  I  flaid  fome  Days,  and  had  Meetings, 
and  then  James  Fletcher  left  me.  In  a  few 
Days  I  grew  pretty  well,  that  I  could  travel, 
and  had  many  precious  Meetings  with  Friends, 
both  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  the  Affairs 
of  Truth  relating  to  Gofpel  Order.  There  was 
indeed  Need  enough  of  Help,  for  Things  were 
much  out  of  Order,  and  many  unruly  Spi¬ 
rits  to  deal  with.  I  had  good  Service  and 
Succefs,  for  the  Lord  bleffed  his  Work  in  my 
Hand. 

But  the  Country  was  in  great  Trouble,  and 
dangerous  Travelling  in  fome  Places,  the  In¬ 
dians  being  at  War  with  the  Chrifhans,  and 
the  Governor,  Sir  William  Berkeley  and  Col. 
Governor  Bacon  at  fierce  War  one  againft  another  5  lo 
Berkeley  that  the  Country  was  involved  in  Trouble  (only 
Sonl;  Friends  flood  neuter)  and  my  being  there  was 
fierce  War  not  in  vain  on  that  Account.  .  I  travelled  from 
with  each  Place  to  Place  for  a  pretty  Time,  then  came 
®ther*  Frigates  from  England  with  Soldiers,  to  ap- 
peafe  the  Difference  between  the  Governor  and 
Col.  Bacon.  Col.  Bacon  died,  and  feveral  of 
his  Party  were  executed,  others  fined  in  great 
Sums ;  but  Friends  were  highly  commended 
for  keeping  clear. 

r 

Now  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  go  to 
Carolina ,  and  it  was  perilous  Travelling,  for 
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the  Indians  were  not  yet  fubdued,  but  did 
Mifchief  and  murdered  feverai ;  the  Place  they  ^ 
haunted  much  was  in  that  Wildernefs  betwixt  T “veiling 
Virginia  and  Carolina,  fcarce  any  durft  travel  to  Caroli- 
that  Way  unarmed:  So  Friends  endeavoured  na> 
to  difluade  me  from  going,  telling  of  feverai 
that  were  murdered.  I  conlidered,  that  if  I 
fhould  fall  by  the  Hands  of  thole  Murderers, 
many  thereby  would  take  Occafion  to  fpeak 
againft  Truth  and  Friends:  So  I  delayed  fome 
Time,  thinking  the  Lord  might  lemove  it 
from  me,  but  it  remained  ftill  with  me.  In 
the  mean  Time  I  appointed  a  Meeting  on  the 
North  Side  of  ‘James  River,  where  none  had  him^’ 
been,  and  there  came  feverai  Friends  a  great 
Way  to  it  in  Boats,  there  came  alfo  the  Widow 
Hout  land’s  elded  Son,  with  whom  I  walked 
near  two  Miles  the  Night  before  the  Meeting, 
advifing  him  of  lome  Diforders  in  the  Family, 
and  fo  we  parted;  he,  with  fome  Friends, 
went  to  one  Houfe  to  lodge,  and  I,  with  fome 
other  Friends,  went  to  the  Houfe  where  the 
Meeting  was  to  be  the  next  Day,  but  before 
Morning  a  Meffenger  came  to  tell  me,  The 
young  Man  was  dead. 

It  was  a  great  Surprize  to  us:  Then  the  Wnr(} of 
Word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  faying,  All  the  Lord 
Lives  are  in  my  Hand ,  and  if  thou  goe/l  not  to  t0  w' E* 
Carolina,  thy  Life  is  as  this  young  Man’s-,  hut 
if  thou  goe/l,  1  will  give  thee  thy  Life  for  a  Prey. 

So  after  the  Meeting,  we  put  his  Body  in  a 

Q.  Coffin, 
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Coffin,  and  carried  him  in  a  Boat  to  his 
Mother,  to  bury  him. 

The  next  Day  I  made  ready  for  my  journey, 
but  none  durft  venture  to  go  with  me,  fave 
one  ancient  Man,  a  Friend.  We  took  our 
Journey  through  the  Wildernefs,  and  in  two 

TamesHall  Days  came  well  to  Carolina ,  fir  ft  to  fames 
from  Ire-  Half  s  Houfe,  who  went  from  Ireland  to  Vir- 
land being with  his  Family:  His  Wife  died  there. 

Ague,  im-  and  he  had  married  the  Widow  Phillips  at  Ca- 
mediateiy  rolina ,  and  fo  lived  there;  but  he  had  not  heard 
recovered]  tjjat  j  jn  th0fe  parts  of  the  World.  When 

I  came  into  the  Houfe,  I  faw  only  a  Woman 
Servant ;  I  afked  for  her  Mafter,  {he  faid,  He 
•was  fick.  I  afked  for  her  Miftrefs,  fhe  faid, 
She  •was  gone  abroad.  I  bid  her  (hew  me  the 
Room  where  her  Mafter  lay  ;  fo  I  went  into 
the  Room,  where  he  was  laid  on  the  Bed,  fick 
of  an  Ague  with  his  Face  to  the  Wall :  I  called 
him  by  his  Name,  and  faid  no  more;  he  turn¬ 
ed  himfelf,  and  looked  earneftly  at  me  a  pretty 
Time,  and  was  amazed ;  at  laft  he  afked,  Ip 
that  was  William  ?  I  faid,  Tes.  He  laid,  He 
•was  affrighted,  jor  he  thought  it  had  been  my  Spi¬ 
rit  ;  fo  he  prefently  got  up,  the  Ague  left  him, 
and  did  hot  return :  He  travelled  with  me  the 
next  Day,  and  kept  me  Company  whilft  I 
ftaid  in  that  Part.  * 

On  the  firft  Day  following,  they  appointed 
Albemarle  a  Meeting  on  the  other  Side  of  Albemarle  Ri- 
itiver. '  ver,  where  the  Man  and  Woman  had  been 

convinced 
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convinced  when  I  was  there  formerly ;  but 
when  we  came  the  Man  told  us  His  Wife  was 
juft  a  dying,  and  it  would  not  he  convenient  at 
that  'Time  to  have  the  Meeting  there :  So  we 
ordered  the  Meeting  to  be  about  a  Mile  from 
thence,  at  one  Terns’ $  Houfe,  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  who  (with  his  Wife)  was  convinced  and 
received  the  Truth  when  I  was  in  that  Coun¬ 
try  before.  There  we  had  a  full  precious  Meet¬ 
ing,  but  after  we  were  gone  from  the  Houfe 
where  the  dying  Woman  lay,  (lie  came  to 
her  Senfes,  and  her  Hufband  told  her  of  the 
Meeting,  and  of  me ;  (he  laid,  She  remembered  A  dying 
me  well,  and  the  IF ords  that  I Jjpoke 
there  fever al  Tears  before ,  were  f 
Memory ,  as  if  (he  heard  me Jpeak  the 
and  (aid,  It  had  been  happy  for  her  that  Day , 
if  (he  had  lived  accordingly.  She  died  before 
our  Meeting  was  done,  fo  that  I  could  not 
fpeak  with  her.  I  had  feveral  precious  Meet¬ 
ings  in  that  Colony,  and  feveral  turned  to  the 
Lord ;  People  were  tender  and  loving,  there 
was  no  Room  for  the  Priefls,  (i.  e.  Hirelings) 
for  Friends  were  finely  fettled,  and  I  left 
Things  well  among  them.  When  I  was  clear 
of  that  Service,  we  returned  to  Virginia  fafe 
under  the  Lord’s  Protection :  Praifes  to  his 
Name  for  evermore ! 


when  I  was VVoman 

..  n  .  remem- 

rejh  in  her  bersW.E’s 

m  juft  then ;  Say*a£s 


Now  after  fome  Meetings  in  feveral  Places,  temto']!”"* 
and  fettling  of  Things  among  Friends,  I  was  to  be  at 
clear  of  that  Country,  and  it  was  with  me  to 
go  for  England ,  to  be  at  the  Yearly-Meeting  at  kg  at  * 

CL  2  London  ■, Londou- 
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London  there  being  then  a  Briflol  Ship  in 
G'Y’VJ  Elizabeth  River,  in  which  I  had  my  Patfage : 
He  that  was  Merchant  and  Dodtor  of  the  Ship, 
was  a  Friend,  and  a  good  Companion  in  the 
Voyage:  When  the  Ship  was  ready,  many 
Friends  went  aboard  with  me,  where  we  part¬ 
ed  in  the  Love  of  God. 

Meetings  In  our  Voyage  we  had  feveral  Meetings  on 
the  Stop1  board  the  Veflel,  and  when  we  came  between 
1  Newfoundland  and  Ireland ,  we  met  with  fierce 
foutherly  Winds,  which  drove  us  far  North¬ 
ward,  and  for  many  Days  we  lay  under  much 
Strefs  of  Weather ;  then  finding  a  Concern 
upon  my  Mind,  I  called  the  Mafter  and  Co  ru¬ 
in  Diftrefs  PanY  down  into  the  Cabin,  where  I  prayed 
the  Lord  fervently  to  the  Lord  with  them,  near  the 

thePray  Oonclufion  whereof  he  that  was  at  the  Helm, 
ers  of  his  called  to  hand  the  Sails,  for  the  Wind  was 
People,  turned:  Then  were  all  glad,  and  the  Weather 
coming  fair,  we  flood  away  to  the  Southward, 
and  after  a  few  Days  Sail  we  got  in  Sight  of 
Ireland,  having  but  a  imall  Breeze  of  Wind, 
Eii^and  we  flood  along  the  Irijh  Coaft,  becaufe  Eng- 
at  War  lan(j  being  then  at  War  with  France ,  the  Ma- 

trance,  ^cr  anc^  Merchant  of  the  Ship  thought  it  not 
fafe  to  keep  out  at  Sea,  fo  concluded  to  put 
into  Cork  Harbour,  until  the  Wind  came  fair 
to  take  us  quickly  over  the  Channel  for  Eng- 

land . 

> 

The  Merchant,  the  Mate  and  I,  purpofed, 
when  we  came  to  Anchor,  to  go  afhore  at  Cork , 

I  having 
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I  having  a  Delire  to  fee  Friends  there,  and  they 
being  kind  Men,  were  willing  to  have  gone 
with  me  ;  but  the  Mailer  perceiving  our  Inten¬ 
tions,  when  we  came  to  the  Mouth  of  Cork. 
Harbour,  tacked  about  the  Ship,  and  Hood  to  John 
Sea  out  of  meer  CrolThefs,  being  a  very  perverle 
drunken  Man  ;  his  Name  was  John  Cragg,  he  the  Ship, 
told  us,  He  knew  our  De/ign,  and  would  crofs  it: ;1  Perverfe 
But  it  fell  upon  himfelf,  for  he  after  coming^1*, 
afhore,  was  turned  out  of  the  Mailer’s  Place, 
and  the  Mate  put  in. 

When  we  came  to  Briftol,  I  llaid  fomeBrifloI. 
Meetings  there,  and  was  well  refrelhed  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  with  honell  Friends,  though  I  was 
a  Stranger  to  them  before,  only  they  had  heard 
of  me.  Then  I  went  towards  London  to  the 
Yearly-Meeting,  many  Friends  from  Briflol Yearly- 
and  feveral  Parts  of  the  Country  were  in  Com-  Meeti"S 
pany ;  the  firft  Day’s  Journey  we  came  to  do,u°U’ 
Marlborough ,  and  Friends  there  having  heard  Maribo- 
of  me,  were  defirous  to  have  an  Evening  rough. 
Meeting,  to  which  I  conlented  ;  and  a  fweet, 
heavenly,  comfortable  Meeting  it  was:  After 
which,  they  defired  me  to  give  them  ano¬ 
ther  Meeting  as  I  came  back,  to  which  I  af- 
lented. 

Now  it  came  upon  me  that  Evening,  to  be 
at  Reading  Meeting,  which  was  to  be  on  the  Reading 
Morrow,  at  the  fecond  Flour  in  the  Afternoon,  Meeting, 
and  was  thirty  Miles  off:  So  I  told  Friends,  I 
mult  leave  them,  and  be  gone  towards  Rea- 
mlm*-."  ,  ding 
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Reading. 


ding  by  the  Sun-rifing  next  Morning,  to  be 
x/V'-'  there  at  the  Meeting,  and  defired  that  one 
Friend  might  go  with  me,  becaufe  I  was  a 
Stranger  to  the  Way;  but  they  were  not  willing 
that  I  fhould  leave  them,  fo  concluded  to  be 
ready  to  travel  with  me  next  Morning  at  Sun- 
rifing  ;  which  they  did :  And  though  we  had 
feveral  Women  in  Company,  we  got  to  Reading 
to  the  Meeting,  which  was  very  large,  there 
being  many  Friends  from  divers  Parts,  and  the 
Lord’s  Power  mightily  appeared  therein.  I  was 
furnifhed  in  the  Word  of  Life  to  declare  the 
Myfteries  of  God’s  Kingdom,  as  alfo  to  lay  open 
the  Myftery  of  Iniquity,  and  honeft  Friends 
were  tendered  and  refrefhed ;  yet  many  fepa- 
rate  Spirits  being  in  that  Meeting,  they  hard- 
ned  themlelves  againfl  theTeftimony  of  Truth, 
as  at  other  Times. 

The  next  Day  we  came  to  London,  where  I 
met  with  many  ancient  Friends  and  Brethren, 
and  we  were  fweetly  comforted  in  the  Lord, 
and  glad  to  fee  one  another.  I  was  at  many 
public  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and 
Men’s  Meetings  with  Elders  and  Brethren  for 
managing  Truths  Affairs, 

w  v  Now,  having  been  about  two  Years  away 

bint  two"  in  the  Lord’s  Service,  from  my  Wife  and  Fa- 
Years  in  miiy  and  Friends  in  Ireland,  I  lef London  in 
£'XiCa  Company  with  feveral  Friends  of  Bnftol  and 
lord's  others,  fo  purpofed  to  take  Shipping  at  Bn/lol 
Service.  {q[  Irehmj .  but  after  I  had  gone  feventeen 
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Miles  on  the  Way,  I  fonnd  Drawings  from  the 
Lord  to  return  to  London  again,  to  be  at  a 
Meeting  appointed  there  the  next  Day  for 
Truth’s  Affairs ;  fo  in  Obedience  to  the  Lord 
I  went  back,  and  was  at  the  Meeting,  where 
Friends  were  under  a  clofe  Exercife,  occafioned 
by  a  feparate  Spirit,  which  had  prevailed,  and 
led  out  fome  from  the  Truth  and  Unity  with 
faithful  Friends,  into  a  flefhly  Liberty  from 
under  the  Crofs  of  Chrift  and  Self-denial.  I 
was  exercifed  with  Friends  in  this  Matter,  and 
in  the  Dread  of  the  Lord’s  Power  moved  to 
bear  a  Tedimony  againft  that  feparating  Spi¬ 
rit  ;  alfo  Elders  and  Brethren,  in  a  Senfe  of  the 
living  Power  of  God  then  prefent  with  us, 
judged  and  condemned  it,  and  a  Paper  was 
given  forth  from  the  Meeting  to  that  Effed 
figned  by  many. 
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Moved  to 
return 
again  to 
London, 


f 

Being  clear,  I  took  my  Leave  of  G.  F.  and 
Friends,  and  proceeded  again  on  my  Journey 
to  Reading ,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Briggs 
and  Thomas  Bracey ;  fo  to  Marlborough  next 
Day,  where  we  had  a  Meeting,  according  to 
Agreement  before  I  went  to  London ;  then  I 
went  to  Briftcl,  and  ftaid  fome  Meetings  ;  fo 
to  Kmg's-Road  to  take  Shipping  for  Ireland,  fe- 
veral  F riends  went  with  me  aboard,  where  we 

took  Leave  one  of  another  in  the  tender  Love 
of  God. 


A  fepara* 
ting  Spi- 
ritteftihed 
again#, 
and  judg¬ 
ed  by 
W.  E. 
and  faith-* 
ful  Bre¬ 
thren, 


A  Meet¬ 
ing  at 

Marlbo¬ 
rough  by 
Agree¬ 
ment  be¬ 
fore* 


Then  fetting  out  to  Sea,,  we  had  not  failed 
up  with  the  Ifle  of  Lundy,  before  the  Wind 

turned 
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1677.  turned  contrary,  and  drove  us  afhore  at  “Tenby, 
v^-v — I  went  to  Haver  ford-weft,  and  vifited  Friends, 
fcverai'111  ar,d  ^eet*ngs  "in  feveral  Places  with  them, 
Meetings  and  we  were  well  refreshed  together  in  the 
at  Haver-  Lord  ;  fo  ftaid  about  a  Week:  Then  the  Wind 
ford  wdt,  com-ing  fa-r  we  pUt  t0  Sea  again,  and  landed  at 

Cork,  where  Friends  were  glad  of  my  Coming: 
When  I  had  vifited  Friends’  Meetings  in  that 
Tohn  Fen-  Quarter,  I  went  to  John  ,  Fennell’s,  in  Com- 
ueil.  pany  with  feveral  Friends,  where  we  had  a 
refrefhing  heavenly  Meeting.  Here  divers 
Friends  from  Mountmelick,  and  thereabouts, 
came  to  meet  me,  in  whofe  Company  I  re- 
rauic  turned  Home,  where  I  met  with  my  Wife  and 
Home  to  Children  in  the  fame  Love  of  God,  that  had 
hisFami’y  made  us  wiHing  to  part  one  with  another  for 

a  Seafon,  for  the  Lord’s  Service  and  Truth  s 
Sake. 


W.  E. 

came 


Some  Time  after  my  coming  Home,  I  went 
to  vifit  Friends’  Meetings  through  the  Nation, 
wants vi-  and  was  frequently  at  Monthly,  Six- Weeks 
iits  Meet-  ancj  National  Half-Yearly-Meetings,  as  they 
vhro’  came  in  Courfe,  both  for  the  Worlhip  of  God 
£  “  and  Gofpel-Order,  the  Lord’s  Prefence  and 
Goodnefs  ftill  attending,  and  giving  an  Under- 
ftanding  in  Matters,  that  anfwered  his  Will 
and  Mind  both  in  Doftrine  and  Difciphne, 
and  by  his  divine  Power,  he  fubjefted  Friends 
lmisCon-  to  his  holy  Government,  fetting  Judgment 
tern  upon  on  every  Thing  that  appeared  to  the  contrary 
And  an  holy,  zealous  Concern  was  railed  in 

pro!  peiity 
of  Truth. 


I 
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the  Hearts  of  many  honeft  Friends,  for  the 
Honour  of  God  and  his  blelTed  Truth.  t/YNJ 


SECT.  X. 


Of  the  juft  Judgment  of  God  upon  G.  Clapham, 
the  *  af  or ef aid  Cruel  Prieft.  In  1682.  W.  E.  *  vide 
was  excommunicated ,  and  had  a  public  Con-  7< 
jerence  with  the  Bijhop ,  in  his  Court ,  about 
Tithes ,  Gofpel-Minifters ,  Worjhip , 
of  his  third  Voyage  to  America,  in  1683, 

OW  there  being  fometimes  Occafiori, 

_  .  to  appeal  to  the  Government,  in  Behalf 

of  Friends  and  Truth,  I  with  others  was  will-* 
ing  and  ready  to  anfwer  that  Service;  and 
the  Lord  Hefted  our  Endeavours  therein,  and. 
gave  us  Favour  with  them  in  Authority; 

Truth  profpered,  and  Meetings  encreafed,  yet  M  * 
the  Pnefts  were  dill  covetous  for  Tithes,  &c,  encrelid. 
whicn  Friends  for  Confcience-fake  could  not 
give  them,  whereupon  they  fuffered  greatly. 

Now  the  afore-mentioned  George  Clapham , 

Prieft,  who  had  been  fo  cruel  againft  us,  the  Thc cruel 
Lord  made  an  Example  of,  depriving  him  of  £ddl 
his  natural  Senfes;  yet  he  kept  the  Parilh,  and  CkpIL/ 
hireo  a  Curate,  one  James  Lloyd,  as  he  calhd  dePrivcd 
himfeif;  but  others  laid,  hechanged  his  Name  Senfe, 
for  Mnuemeanors  he  had  committed  :  He  was 

a  lhame- 
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1682.  a  fhamelefs  wicked  Man  on  feveral  Accounts, 
l/VV  2nd  very  fierce  to  get  Tithes  from  us ;  who 
being  fomewhat  difappointed  by  Robert  Jack- 
Jon,  and  me,  he  put  us  in  the  Bifhop’s- Court, 
had  us  excommunicated,  taken  with  a  Writ, 
and  committed  to  Prifon  in  the  Year  1682, 
and  he  himfelf  guarded  us  thither.  When  we 
came  to  the  Dungeon,  where  Thieves  and  Mur¬ 
derers  were  kept,  he  in  a  fcornful  Manner  told 
me,  There  was  my  Lodging.  We  were  con¬ 
fined  Prifoners  about  twenty  Weeks,  and  had 
jy,  many  precious  good  Meetings,  having  the  Be- 
good  nefit  of  Friends’  Company,  who  came  to  fee 
Meetings  us  from  moft  parts  of  the  Nation  5  few  Days 
rn  Prifon.  paffe(^  but  we  had  the  Company  of  honeft- 

hearted  Friends  from  one  Place  or  other. 

When  the  Lord’s  Time  was  come,  he  made 
A  Way  o»  Way  for  our  Liberty,  in  Manner  following  . 
penedfor  ^he  Lord  of  Ely  being  then  our  Landlord, 
R  -'lcafe  was  concerned  for  us,  becaufe  of  our  Sufferings, 
and  endeavoured  with  the  Bifhop  for  our  Li¬ 
berty,  who  ordered  us  to  come  to  the  Court  at 
Kildare  :  Accordingly  we  came,  and  there  was 
the'  Bifhop,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  Priefts, 
the  Lord  of  Ely  and  his  Steward,  with  .everal 
other  Perfons  of  Account  in  the  World,  and  a 
J:onTdif-  great  Concourfe  of  People  ;  one  Dean  Sing  was 
courting  Chancellor  of  the  Court,  John  Bur ny eat  an 
W.  h.  ,  Anthony  Sharp  accompanied  me  to  the  Court, 
ST'”'  vet  went  not  in,  but  flood  at  the  Door,  where 
Tithes,.  could  both  fee  and  hear  us.  i  he  Bifhop 

Kc’  began  to  difeourfe  with  me  concerning  Tithes, 
®  -  ••  which 
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which  I  was  unwilling  to  enter  upon,  being  1C82. 
fenfible  of  my  own  Weaknefs;  but  he  urged:  '-''V'-' 
Then  the  Lord  by  his  Divine  Spirit,  gave  me 
Wifdom  and  Underflanding,  and  brought 
Scriptures  into  my  Memory  fluently,  fo  that 
I  proved,  'Tithes  to  be  endedy  and  that  it  was 
Antichriflian  either  to  pay  or  receive  them  in 
Gojpel  Times,  Which  Thing  was  opened  fo 
clear  to  the  Underftandings  of  the  People, 
that  there  feemed  to  be  great  Satisfaction  in 
the  Court.  Then  Dean  Sing  flood  up  before 
them  all,  and  faid,  Jf  he  had  known  me  as 
well  before,  as  he  did  now,  1  jhould  not  have 
Suffered ;  with  feveral  other  Expreflionsof  Kind- 
nefs. 

1  .  \ 

We  went  through  many  other  Things,  re-Several 
lating  to  G of  pel- M i niffers,  Chriftian  Religion  R  ligious 
Faith,  and  the  True  W crfhip  of  GOT) .  And  iVJq1(^s-  _ 
my  Underflanding  was  clear,  ripe  and  ready,  anfwered’ 
through  -the  Affiftance  of  the  Lord’s  blefled  by w- E* 
Spirit,  to  anfwer  to  Matters;  fo  that  they 
could  not  refill  what  I  faid,  the  Bifbop  himfelf 
was  filent,  then  I  told  him,  That  I  thought  my 
Suffering  was  illegal,  for  that  the  Claufe  in  the 
Statute  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  by  which  they  had  pait  0f 
proceeded  againfl  me,  did  not  take  hold  of  me ;  and  the  Statute 
if  a  moderate  unbiased  Judge  had  the  Minifiring 
of  the  Law,  he  might  have  found ,  that  1  was  not  Tithcs.°r 
the  Man  it  took  hold  of :  For  the  IVords  in  that 
Statute  are,  that  if  any  btlan  out  of  a  perverfe 
Will  and  ungodly  Mind,  (hall  detain  his  Tithes , 
hejhall  be  fo  proceeded  againfl.  But  as  for  me, 

ft  2  i  did 
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The  Bi- 
ihop  re- 
quireth 
Keafons 
fiom 

W.  E. 

for  lea- 


1682.  I  did  not  detain  Tithes  out  of  an  ungodly  Will  or 
perver fe  Mind ;  but  out  of  a  tender  Confcience 
towards  God ,  and  could  not  believe,  that  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  England  intended  that  Adi 
againfi  tender  confcientious  Men,  but  againfl  un¬ 
godly ,  wilful  and  per-verfe  Men ,  according  to  the 
Claufe  in  the  Add.  They  had  not  considered 
that  Point,  and  were  all  filent,  only  the  Bi- 
fhop,  who  enjoined  me  to  give  him  in  Writing 
the  exadl  Words  of  the  aforefaid  Ad,  and  alio 
to  give  him  in  Writing  the  Reafons  why  I 
diffented  from  the  Church  of  England ,  faying, 
They  mufl  not  lofe  fuch  a  Man  as  1.  So  ordered 
us  to  appear  there  at  the  next  Court,  and 
wrote  to  the  Sheriff,  to  let  us  have  our  Liberty 
until  then,  and  fo  broke  up  the  Court.  Our 
ving  their  Difcourfe  held  full  three  Hours,  in  a  quiet 
•  Manner  without  any  other  Bufinefs :  When 

we  came  out  to  Friends,  who  iiood  at  the 
Court-Door,  John  Burnyeat  laid,  He  was  ne¬ 
wer ■  better  fatisfied  with  a  Days  Work  in  all 
his  Life ,  the  Peflimony  op  Truth  being  fo  over 
them. 

The  next  Court  we  appeared,  as  ordered, 
and  the  Bifhop  then  would  abfolve  us ;  but  I 
told  him,  I  could  not  come  under  any  of  their 
Friends'  Ceremonies,  and  we  had  much  Difcourfe  about 
Su^ngs  jt .  at  jaq-  he  God  make  us  good  Chrillians, 
and  wrote  to  the  Sheriff  to  diicharge  us  from 
Prifon,  which  was  readily  done.  This  Suf¬ 
fering  and  Conference  through  the  Lord’s  Bleif- 
ing  had  a  good  Effedt :  For  lioce  that  Time, 

both 


vice  had 
a  good 
Effect 
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both  the  Biffiop  and  Officers  of  that  Court  1682. 

have  been  kind  to  Friends,  and  particularly 
to  me. 

**'  * 

Now  in  the  Year  1683,  I  was  moved  of  the  1683. 
Lord  to  vilit  Friends  in  the  Car  ribbee-1  (lands WE  is 
and  'Jamaica :  So  after  acquainting  ieveral  to 

Friends,  and  they  having  Unity  with  me  in  Friends  iH 
my  Concern,  alio  my  Wife  being  willing  to 
give  me  up  in  the  Serviceof  Truth,  as  at  other  lliands! 
Times,  I  heard  of  a  Ship  at  Cork  bound  for 
Barbadoes,  of  which  Robert  Scotten ,  a  Friend  Robert 
from  London,  was  Mafter,  who  was  glad  of  Scotten 
my  Company ;  when  I  received  Account  the  ^P'Ma" 
Ship  was  nearly  ready  to  fail,  I  took  Leave  of 
my  Wife  and  Children,  committing  all  to 
God,  then  took  my  Journey,  accompanied 
by  feveral  Friends  to  Cork,  where  I  took 
Paffiage  in  the  faid  Ship.  When  Friends  that 
accompanied  me  thither  had  ftaid  fome  Days, 
we  parted  in  the  tender  Love  of  God,  and 
in  the  fweet  Unity  and  Comfort  of  his  Spirit. 

In  a  few  Days  after  we  went  to  Sea,  the 
Wind  was  fair,  but  foon  after  a  great  Storm 
arofe,  which  continued  with  us  two  Weeks ; 
and  the  Tackling  of  our  Rudder  was  broke,  and  By  a 
could  not  be  mended  for  many  Weeks :  So  we  Storm  the 
were  hard  put  to  it  to  fail  without  a  Rud-  . 
der  ;  but  the  Lord  favoured  us  with  a  Wind,  broken  'b 
and  we  got  well  to  Barbadoes  in  about  two 
Months. 


As 
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1683.  As  foon  as  we  came  to  Anchor,  feveral 
Friends  came  aboard,  and  were  glad  of  my 
at  Barba-  Coming;  I  went  on  Shore  with  them,  and  la- 
does,  and  boured  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  having  Meet- 

Meetino-s  *n§s  *n  every  Qi?arter  of thelfland,  both  for  the 
in  every  Worlhip  of  God,  and  Difcipline,  to  fettle 
Quarter  of  Things  that  were  unlettled,  and  redtify  Things 
the  Island.  as  much  as  in  me  lay.  Friends  were 

generally  fubjedt  to  Gofpel-Order,  and  Truth’s 
Government. 

After  I  had  been  labouring  there  fome 
Leeward  Months,  it  was  with  me  to  go  to  the  Leeward- 
flands.  Jflands.  So  Ralph  Fretwell,  and  fome  other 
Friends,  then  going  to  Penfylvania ,  took  me 
on  board  their  Veffel,  and  put  me  on  Shore  in 

Antigua.  -dntWa>  and  went  on  their  V°yageJ  bu£ 
I  ftaid  there  fome  Time,  and  had  many  Meet¬ 
ings  both  for  Dodtrine  and  Difcipline,  where 
there  was  great  Need  of  Labourers.  And  when 
clear,  I  took  Paflage  from  thence  to  Nevis, 
*  CU5*  where  were  honeft  tender  Friends,  and  we 
were  well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord,  and  in  one 
another.  I  had  many  fweet  comfortable 
Meetings  with  them,  to  which  alfo  many  Peo¬ 
ple  came,  among  whom  were  feveral  judices 
of  the  Peace,  who  were  tendered  and  confeffed 
to  Truth. 

The  Chief  judge  of  the  Hland,— - —  Simmons, 

and  his  Wife  were  both  convinced,  and  came 

to  feveral  Meetings;  the  Report  of  which  went 

abroad,  and  the  General,  one  - - Staple- 

ton, 
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ton,  Teemed  to  be  offended,  and  threatened  to  1683. 
banilh  me  out  of  the  Ifland ;  but  Judge  Simmons  '<^Y^ 
told  him,  They  had  Reafon  to  blefs  God  for  my 
Coming  there ,  which  had  brought  a  Blefjing  to 
their  IJland:  For  before  1  came,  they  had  not 
had  a  plentiful  Seafon  of  Rain  for  three  Tears 
paft ;  and ' fince  my  Coming  they  had  been  plenti¬ 
fully  replenified  with  Rain,  the  EffeSl  whereof 
Was  like  to  bring  them  much  Increaje.  So  I  ftaid 
until  I  was  clear  of  that  Service,  and  left  Friends 
tender  and  loving. 

Then  I  took  Paffage  back  for  Antigua,  but  Antigua,' 
by  contrary  Winds  was  put  into  Mount ferrat , 
and  ftaid  there  Tome  Days,  then  came  to  An¬ 
tigua,  and  ftaid  there  Tome  Meetings;  and, 
taking  Leave  of  Friends,  took  Paffage  for 
Barbadoes,  and  in  four  or  five  Days  landed  Barbados 
there,  I  was  kindly  received  by  Friends,  who 
were  glad  of  my  coming  back,  to  give  them 
another  Vifit.  When  I  had  ftaid  feveral  Meet¬ 
ings,  and  was  often  refrefhed  together  with 
Friends,  I  took  Paffage  to  Jamaica,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Henry  Currier:  When  we  went  Henry 
away,  many  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  Currier, 
Ifland  came  to  Bridge-Town,  where  we  took  accom~ 
Shipping,  and  there  parted  from  us  in  the  WJE. 

tender  Love  of  God,  and  Unity  of  his  blefled  Bridge- 
Spirit.  Town. 

|  I 

In  about  two\V eeks’Time  we  landed  at  Port-  „ 

Royal  in  Jamaica ,  and  came  to  John  Will-  al°in  ' 
mot's  Houfe  to  lodge;  after  having  a  Meeting  maica0 
f  there, 
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1683.  there,  we  travelled  to  many  Parts  of  the Ifland, 
and  had  many  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of 
God  ;  alfo  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings  about 
Church  Affairs,  for  the  Settling  of  Friends  in 
•  Gofpel-Order,  and  there  were  Things  hard  to 
get  through,  fo  that  my  Spirit  was  bowed  down 
in  Suffering  with  the  Seed  of  God,  and  under 
this  Trouble  of  Mind  and  Spirit,  the  Strength 
of  my  Body  failed  for  fome  Time;  but  the 
Lord  by  his  Spirit  and  Power  ff rengthened  and 
raifed  me  up  again.  Then  we  travelled  much, 
and  had  many  Meetings  in  divers  Places  of  the 
Ifland  ;  and  went  through  feveral  Hardships 
and  Exercifes  of  various  Kinds.  After  fome 
Months’  Service  in  thofe  Parts,  Henry  Currier 
Bermudas,  went  from  thence  to  Bermudas ,  and  fo  to 
Barbadoes  Barbadoes ;  but  I  flaid,  being  not  yet  clear, 
and  had  many  Meetings  both  for  the  Worfhip 
of  God,  and  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings 
for  Settling  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  in  Gofpel- 
Order,  in  which  Service  the  Lord  flood  by 
me,  and  helped  me  to  go  on  in  his  Work 
through  ftrong  Oppofitions,  the  Word  of  his 
Teftimony  being  over  Oppofers,  whereby  ho- 
neft-hearted  Friends,  who  loved  the  Truth 
and  Government  thereof,  were  greatly  ftrength- 
ned  and  comforted.  I  had  good  Service  there 
for  the  Lord  feveral  Ways,  for  about  feven 
Months’  Space. 

W.  E.  re-  Being  clear  of  that  Service,  I  took  PafTage 
rums  to  for  Ireland  in  a  Veffel  bound  for  Cork,  whereof 
Ireland.  y0}m  Benford  was  Mailer,  when  we  were  ready 

■  to 


to  fail,  feveral  honed  Friends  went  aboard,  and  1683, 
took  their  Leave  of  me  in  tender  Love,  fo  we  '.''V"-' 
fet  Sail,  and  in  about  feven  Weeks’  Time,  land¬ 
ed  well  at  Cork ,  and  the  Province- Meeting  be¬ 
ing  at  hand,  which  was  then  appointed  at 
Ltmerick,  I  went  there  accompanied  with  many 
Friends  from  Cork ,  and  thofe  Parts.  Here  my 
Wife  and  leveral  Friends  from  Leinjler  met  me  j 
we  were  joyful  in  the  Lord,  and  glad  to  fee 
one  another. 


\ 


SECT.  XL 


After  his  Return  from  America,  he  faithfully 
publifhed  tn  many  Meetings  a  remarkable  Pro¬ 
phecy  of  the  late  ^Troubles,  Al/d  of  his  feveral 
prudent  and ’  fuccefsful  Applications  to  the  Go - 
vernment,  for  the  Relief  of  diftrefed  Prote- 
ftants ,  till  1690. 

NO  W  King  fames  If.  being  newly  come  ... 

t0  Crown,  Peoples’  Minds  were  not  fn 
lettled  under  tne  Government,  and  fome  Offi¬ 
cers  did  (hew  themfelves  bufy  in  difturbing  our 
Meeting?,  and  at  that  Time  committed  me  and 
feveral  other  Friends  to  the  Marfbalfea ;  but  we 
were  foon  releafed,  and  kept  our  Meeting  the 
Time  appointed  for  that  Service,  and  the  Lord’s 
f  refence  being  with  us,  Friends  were  well  re- 


S 


frefhed 
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i68j.  frefhed  and  comforted  therein,  and  in  one  an- 
other. 


When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
I  went  with  my  Wife  and  Friends  from  Lime¬ 
rick  to  my  own  Houfe,  and,  as  Way  opened, 
vifited  Friends  in  the  North,  and  other  Places* 
duly  attending  public  Meetings  both  for  Wor- 
fhip  and  Dilcipline:  Then  a  weighty  Senfe 
came  upon  my  Spirit,  of  Great  Exercife  and 
W.  E’s  Trials  approaching ,  which  would  try  us  all,  and 

ofaa^^  t^at  W0UM  fpread  the  Car  caffes  of  Men 

preaching  ^  the  Earth,  as  Dung .  So  in  the  Spirit  and 
Calamity.  Power  of  the  Lord,  1  faithfully  and  plainly 
warned  Friends  and  others  of  it  in  many  pub¬ 
lic  Meetings  in  divers  Places,  and  often,  in  the 
Lord’s  Movings,  advifed  Friends  'To  leffen  their 
Concerns  in  the  World,  and  be  ready  to  receive 
the  Lord  in  his  Judgments,  that  were  at  hand, 
and  to  flee  unto  him  for  Succour,  that  they  might 
have  a  Place  of  Safety  in  him.  The  like  Doc¬ 
trine,  Admonition  and  Exhortation  often,  and 
in  many  Places,  I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to 
publifh.  So  I  am  a  Witnefs,  that  his  Care  is 
for  and  over  his  People,  that  they  be  not  fur- 
prifed,  but  might  make  ready  againft  the  Day 
of  Trial:  And  in  a  fhort  Time  Trouble  came 
on  apace. 


Earl  of  The  Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  then  Lord  Deputy  of 

arms  the^  Ireland,  armed  the  Irijh,  and  difarmed  moft 
Irifh  and  of  the  Englifh ;  fo  that  great  Fear  came  upon 
d  larms  the  Proteftants,  moft  of  the  great  leading  Men, 

liin.  -  and 
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and  many  others,  left  their  Places  andSubftance, 
and  went  for  England,  others  of  them  got  into 
Garrifons,  and  thole  that  ftaid  in  their  Dwell¬ 
ings  lay  open  to  Spoil.  An  open  War  foon 
broke  out,  and  Abundance  of  the  lrijh  (who 
went  in  Bands  but  were  not  of  the  Army) 
called  Raparees,  plundered  and  fpoiled  many 
of  the  Englijh  Proteftants,  alfo  many  of  the 
Army,  that  were  under  Command  in  Troops 
and  Companies,  were  very  abufive,  being  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  their  Officers  ;  fo  that  the  Prote¬ 
cts  were  under  great  Diftrefs  many  Ways, 
though  the  Government  gave  forth  feveral  Pro¬ 
clamations  againft  fuch  Abufes. 

And  we  being  Sharers  with  many  other  Pro- 
fedants  in  thele  Sufferings,  a  Concern  came  upon 
my  Mind  to  appeal  to  the  Government,  to 
redrefs  Abufes  committed  in  the  Country,’  by 
feme  of  the  Army,  particularly  one  Troop  at 
Mountmelick ,  who  were  very  abufive,  concern¬ 
ing  whom  I  petitioned  the  Duke  oiTyrconnel, 
who  heard  my  Complaint,  and  for  Example 
to  the  reft  cafheered  the  Quarter-Mafter,  and 
ordered  two  of  the  Troopers,  who  had ’done 
Abufes,  to  be  cafheered,  and  alfo  fent  to  Goal, 
the  Troop  to  be  immediately  removed  to  an¬ 
other  Place.  This  eafed  our  Quarter  for  a  little 
Time. 


Raparees 

Plunder* 


Proteftants 

under 

great 

Diftrefs* 
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for  Eafe  of 
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By  remov¬ 
ing  a 
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meick 
Quarter  is 


Now  the  Quarter-Mafter  was  very  fubmif- 
five,  and  defired  me  to  folicit  the  Duke  to  re- 
ftore  him  to  his  Place  ;  which  I  did,  and  the 

^  2  Duke 
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Duke  granted  it.  This  gained  much  upon  ma¬ 
ny  of  them,  and  I  gained  Acquaintance  at 
Court :  But  Things  grew  worfe  and  worfe. 
s.'creMau-  fJter  this  a  Party  of  Sir  Maurice  Eu/iace's 

Eufiace.  *  rooP  came  our  Road,  and  did  great  Abufes 
to  feveral  Proteffants  in  Mountmelick,  and  there- 

about-  Some  of  them  came  to  my  Ploufe, 
veryabu-  and  were  very  rude>  taking  me  by  the  Hair  of 
five  my  Head,  and  haling  me  about  the  Yard  among 
■  their  Horfes  Feet,  without  the  ieaft  Provoca¬ 
tion  ;  fome  of  them  with  Clubs,  and  others 
with  cocked  Piftols,  fwearing  they  would  kill 
me;  which  my  Wife  hearing,  came  out  forely 
amazed  and  affrighted,  defiring  them,  To  take 
all  we  bad ,  and  fave  my  Life.  Then  they  left 
pie,  and  turned  alter  her,  fwearing  and  calling 
bad  Names;  and  (hot  feveral  Times  at  my 
Maftiff-Dog  that  was  chained,  and  fo  rode 
away  like  mad  Men,  abufing  and  beating  all 
the  Engiifh  they  met  with  ;  fome  they  almofl 
killed :  And  in  Mountmehck  there  was  a  great 
Scuffle  (and  like  to  have  been  worfe  than  it  was) 
betwixt  them  and  fome  Engiifh ,  whom  they 
A  R-rcrt  abufed.  News  went  thither  that  I  was  killed. 


they  concluded  a  Maffacre  was  intended, 
W.e  is  believing  I  would  give  them  no  Occafion. 

killed,  —  '  •  ’  *  “•  ‘ 

which  af¬ 
frights  the 


This  alarmed  and  affrighted  the  Proteftants  in 
our  Parts,  fome  ran  into  Woods  and  Boggs,  to 
hide  themfelves. 


The  next  Morning  I  went  to  Mountmelick , 
where  feveral  Engiifh  Proteftants  expreffed 
their  Gladnefs  to  fee  me  alive.  Our  chief  Men 

of 
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of  the  Englijh  there,  that  were  not  fled,  were  • 

Juft  ice  Warnford,  Hopton  Harris,  &c.  I  went 
to  them,  they  were  glad  to  fee  me,  but  con- juftice 
eluded  this  was  a  Fore-runner  of  a  Maflacre.  I  Warnford 

told  them,  liras  of  another  Mind  j  j or  it  rather  ton  Harr’ 
appeared  to  be  a  Contrivance ,  to  alarm  and  af-  flaia  at”*3 
f  right  all  the  Englifh,  to  make  them  run  jor  plcir 
England,  that  they  might  have  the  Country ,  and  the^rou- 
all  ire  had  to  themfelves :  And  that  I  believed  blefome 
they  intended  no  Majfacre ;  for  if  they  had ,  /^Times* 
would  not  have  given  its  this  Alarm.  And  if 
they  would  manage  this  Matter  well ,  it  might 
make  full  Proof ,  for  all  the  Englifh  in  Ireland 
to  know ,  whether  they  intended  a  Majfacre  or  not , 

I  advifed  To  take  full  Examinations  of  the  Abufes ,  \y,  E_  ad_ 
and  fend  fame  Men  to  Dublin  with  them ,  andv'^es  to 
petition,  the  Government ;  and  by  this  we  fsould  Ex- 
afl  know,  what  they  intended  to  do.  They  af-  dons  of 
tented  thereto,  and  liked  it  well  5  but  faid  Ahufcs 
That  at  this  Tune,  unlefs  1  would  go  and  under- 
ta^e  it,  none  elfe  durft.  I  confidered  the  Matter, 
and  undei  flood  well  the  Undertaking  was  the 
Hazard  of  a  Man  s  foife ;  yet  perceiving  it 
might  be  the  Saving  of  many,  I  took  Courage 
and  my  Life  was  not  much  to  me  for  the  Good 
of  my  Countrymen  j  fo  I  told  them,  //'Hop-  w  F 
ton  Harris  and  George  Wheatiy  would  go  with  with  H.H. 
me,  I  would  undertake  it.  They  were  twoandaw* 
ro>ed  Men  in  the  Town,  that  had  been  abufed  Sid 
oy  tnat  rarty ;  when  they  confidered  the  Mat  fe!vesfor 
ter,  they  were  willing  to  go :  Then  the  juftice  Sf/ 
t00‘'  Examinations  of  the  Abufes  done,  and  the  Country, 
pext  Day  we  took  our  Journey  to  Dublin,  but 

opt 
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not  the  ufual  Road,  left  we  fhould  have  been 
way-laid. 

When  we  came  to  Dublin,  I  went  to  the 
Lord  Chief  Juflice  Nugent ,  who  was  ftill  my 
Friend,  I  acquainted  him  with  the  whole  Mat¬ 
ter  ;  he  feemed  to  take  little  Notice  of  any 
Abufes,  but  what  they  had  done  to  me,  and 
promifed  to  be  at  the  Caftle  fuch  an  Hour,  and 
he  would  affift  me  to  come  to  the  Speech  of 
the  Duke  of  PyrconneL  So  I  and  the  other 
two  went  to  the  Caftle,  where  Judge  Nugent 
came,  as  he  promifed,  and  prefently  I  was 
called  into  the  Duke’s  Clofet,  but  the  other 
two  were  not  fuffered  to  go  in.  I  told  the 

Duke  of  the  Abufes  done  to  me,  and  what 

\  .  \ 

Troop  they  belonged  to ;  he  looked  with  a 
four  Countenance,  and  faid  little  to  it.  Then 
I  fpoke  of  the  grofs  Abufes  done  to  my  Neigh¬ 
bours,  and  particularly  to  thofe  two  Men  that 
came  with  me,  who  were  ftanding  without; 
but  I  was  flopped,  and  bid  tofpeak  to  my  own 
Buiinefs,  fo  difmifled.  I  went  out  to  my  two 
Neighbours,  and  told  them,  1  well  perceived 
they  intended  no  Maffacre,  but  to  affright  the  rejl 
of  the  P  rot  eft  anti  out  of  Ireland  ;  however  I 
would  profecute  this  Matter  to  the  End,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  they  would  not  hear  them,  yet 
I  deli  red  their  Company,  and  they  were  willing 
to  be  with  me. 

We  went  then  to  Col.  Ruff  eft  who  was  then 
Colonel  of  the  Regiment  thofe  Troopers  be¬ 
longed 
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longed  to,  and  told  him  of  the  Abufes  done, 
and  how  the  Englifo  were  affrighted  ;  he  teemed 
to  be  much  concerned,  and  laid,  ] f  Jiich  were 
not  made  an  Example ,  it  was  Time  for  every  one 
to  look  to  himfelj,  but  be  would  go  to  the  Duke , 
and  lay  it  home  to  him.  (This  Col.  Ruffe l  went 
foon  after  for  England )  We  went  to  the  Lord  W.  E.  ao 
Granard ,  who  was  then  Lieutenant-General,  quints 
and  acquainted  him,  what  an  Affright  the  G^d 
Country  was  in  upon  this  Occafion.  He  of  the  af- 
was  much  concerned  and  dejeded  in  his  Mind,  pighfed 
and  faid.  He  was  General ,  and  no  General ;  ofThe0" 
but  he  would  go  to  the  Duke,  and  lay  it  clofe  to  Country* 
him.  We  were  alfo  with  the  Lord  Mount  joy.  Lord 
and  feveral  other  Perfons  of  Note  of  the  Pro-  Mountjoy* 
teftants.  &c  Pr°- 

tenants 

acquaint- 

So  the  Noife  thereof  fpread,  and  the  Duke  edtliercof" 
Lnt  that  Evening,  and  faid,  We  had  made  a 
great  Noife  in  the  City,  and  would  know,  if  we 
had  Witnejjes  ready :  I  faid.  We  could  have  an 
hundred,  and  more  if  Need  were.  So  he  ordered 
us  to  be  at  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Nugent’s  next 
Morning  at  eight  o’  Clock  j  alfo  the  Captain 
and  Troopers  were  ordered  to  be  there,  to  have 
the  Matter  examined.  We  came  at  the  Hour 
appointed,  the  Captain,  Sir  Maurice  Eufiace 
and  the  Troopers  were  there,  and  examined! 

id  n  e111//1/?2^  then  Judge  Nugent 
,  d  me>  y/  1  ™ew  any  of  them,  that  did 
aL.,e  me.  I  challenged  one,  and  heconfeffed: 
then  the  Officer,  who  was  with  the  Party,  was 
put  to  di (cover  the  reft,  which  he  did:  So 

they 
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they  were  difarmed,  and  fent  to  the  Goal  at 
Tv,o  Maryborough.  Then  the  two  Neighbours,  that 
Troopers  were  with  me,  fpeaking  of  the  Abufes  done  to 

and  Tnt1  t^lern5  Ju(%e  checked  them,  for  making 
to  Mary-  f°me  fmall  Refiftance  in  their  own  Defence  at 

borough  Mount melick.  Now  having  feen  what  they 

Goal  tor  aime(j  at  we  wenj  Home. 

a  billing  7 

the  Prote- 

Hants.  Thofe  Troopers  that  were  committed,  came 
foon  after  to  Mountmelick  (by  the  Sheriff  and 
A  Troop-  Coaler’s  Leave)  one  of  them  came  to  my  Houfe, 
crdefmng  to  gfk  me  Forgivenefs,  and  faid,  They  would 
neffof  make  me  what  Satisfaction  I pleafed.  Then  I 
W.  E  it’s  went  to  Mountmelick  where  the  reft  were, 
witifa*1  t>oth  the  Abufers  and  Abufed,  and  difcourfed 
Caution,  privately  with  Jtiftice  Warnford ,  (hewing  him, 
IV e  had  got  all  we  were  like  to  have ;  for  we  jaw 
how  Things  wrought ,  and  it  was  beft  to  forgive 
them ,  for  otherwise  we  fhould  get  nothing  but 
their  Hatred ,  and  perhaps  a  worje  Mifchief  than 
we  had  gotten  already.  Some  were  againft  it, 
but  I  went  out  to  the  Soldiers,  and  told  them, 
I  hoped  this  would  be  a  JV, arning  to  them ,  to  be 
civil  for  the  future ;  and  fo  forgive  them 
what  they  had  done  to  me,  wifhing  them  To 
fatisfy  the  reft  whom  they  had  abufed.  They 
begged  of  me  To  write  with  them  to  the  Lord 
Chief  ft  u  dice  Nugent,  to  give  them  their  Horfei 
rjje  and  Arms,  for  they  bought  them ;  which  I  did. 
Troopers  and  they  were  very  thankful,  and  promifed  To 
Horfesand  ;  ^  ;7-y  Friends  where  ever  they  met 

fiored  with  them:  They  had  their  Horfes  and  Arms 
them  on  reftored.  Soon  after  this  fame  Troop  came 

Kequeit  of  jnto 

.  E. 
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into  our  Quarter,  to  take  Horfes  and  Arms 
from  the  Proteflants,  the  Captain  alighted  at  G'WI 
my  Houfe,  and  was  very  courteous,  promifing 
to  do  what  Kindnefs  in  him  lay  for  any  of  my 
Friends  5  notwithftanding  which  they  generally 
took  Friends’  Horfes,  as  well  as  others. 


Now  Trials  and  great  Exercifes  encreafed 
daily,  and  moll  of  the  eminent  leading  Men 
of  the  Englifh  Proteflants  were  gone,  and  thofe 
who  flaid  were  difcouraged  to  appear  to  the 
Government,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Coun¬ 
try.  So  Things  looked  with  a  Face  of  Ruin 
and  Deftrudion ;  and  through  a  Sight  and  Senfe 
of  it,  a  Concern  came  upon  me  to  appeal  to  the 
Government  in  Behalf  of  the  Proteflants,  and  in 
particular  for  Friends.  I  was  often  at  Dublin , 

'  and  ufed  what  Intereft  f  had  gotten  with  the 
Government,  for  the  public  Good.  Now  the 
Jri/h  Army  were  marching  to  the  North  againft 
the  Proteflants  there  in  Arms,  and  I  was  much 
concerned  with  fome  Fi  tends  in  Dublin ,  to  ufe 
all  our  intereft  with  the  chief  Officers,  to  (pare 
and  be  kind  to  our  Friends  in  the  North,  for 
they  were  ^  not  in  Arms;  and  many  of  them 

promiied  tney  would,  and  performed  their  Pro- 

mi  fes. 


Tilt!  e  3 
looked 
ruinous. 

W.  E-  ap- 
pealeth 
to  the  Co¬ 
yer- 'ment 
for  the 
public 
Good, 


I\!ow  Calamity  encreafed,  the  Raparees  on  Cifarmt- 
ofc  l land,  phincjeied  and  fpoited  many  of  the  encrcaia 
Englifc,  and  on  the  other  Hand  the  Army 
marching  and  quartering,  took  what  they  plea- 
*wQ  from  us 5  aiid  oui  hamilies  were  their 

X 

A  vants 
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i68g.  vants,  to  make  what  we  had  ready  for  them: 
S'C'Y~'V-'  And  it  looked  like  a  fudden  Famine,  there  was 
teaVa-0  hich  great  Dedrudtion.  Now  I  confidered  the 
mine.  Way  to  prolong  Time,  that  the  Engliflj  might 
eat  Part  of  their  own,  was  to  get  a  Guard  of 
Irifh  Soldiers  in  that  Quarter,  which  lay  open 
to  all  Mifchief.  So  I  went  to  Dublin ,  and  got 
an  Order  from  the  Duke  of  T yrconnel^  for  one 


help  lio  Thieves,  Raparees,  and  other  Violences.  This 

derii!"im"  Put  a  ^t0P  t0  P^unc^er‘ng  *n  our  Quarter, 
which  forely  vexed  Plunderers  and  Thieves : 

Then  fome  evil-minded  Officers  got  this  Cap¬ 
tain  Dunn  removed,  and  he  went  on  his  March 
near  forty  Miles ;  but  King  James  being  then 
come  into  the  Nation,  another  Friend  and  I 
procured  his  Order  to  bring  him  back  again  ; 
Proteflants  yet  they  were  not  quiet  until  he  was  again  re- 
Subfiance  moved,  then  the  Proteflants  with  us,  went  fall 

towreck.  t0  wiec^  *n  their  Subdance. 

E  In  thofe  Times  I  was  much  at  Dublin ,  ap- 
much  at  plying  to  the  Government  in  Behalf  of  the 
Country,  for  the  Lord  had  given  Friends  Fa- 
totheGo-  vour  with  the  Government,  and  they  would 
vernment  hear  my  Complaint,  and  gave  forth  feveral 
of  the  aIf  Orders  to  Magidrates  and  Officers  of  the  Army, 
Country,  to  fupprefs  Raparees,  and  redrain  their  Abufes, 
and  they  flood  a  little  in  Awe  of  me,  for 
they  knew  I  had  an  Intered  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 


Captain  Captain 

£"n  ”d  o»y  wi> 


Francis  Dunn ,  and  his  Company,  to 
us,  and  protect  that  Quarter  againft 


I  was 
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I  was  fometimes  with  King  James,  and  told  1689. 


him  of  the  Calamity  the  Proteftants  were  under 
in  the  Country,  and  he  would  hear  me  quietly,  qu^teadc 
for  the  Lord  made  Way  in  their  Hearts  for  us,  k.  James 
againft  fuch  a  Time  of  great  Exercife  and  Tri-  ^ 
a!,  and  I  had  a  Concern  upon  me  to  makeUfe  t|iepr0, 
of  it  for  the  public  Good,  the  chief  of  the  tenants. 
Englijh  Proteftants  being  gone,  who  might  Chiefof^ 
have  appeared  to  the  Government  for  the  Safety  ^  pr°_ 


of  the  Country. 


tenants 
gone  for 
England* 

8cC. 


SECT.  XII. 


Of  his  frequently  expofmg  his  own  Life  to  fave  his 


Neighbour  s,  and  / landing  his  Ground  in  tkofe 
perilous  Times,  ’ till  his  Houfe  was  jet  on  Fire, 
him  (elf  and  two  Sons  led  away  to  be  murdered 
by  the  Iriftr  Rnparees ;  yet  by  Divine  Provi¬ 


dence  were  delivered  out  of  their  Hands.  About 


the  Tear  1690,  he,  with  many  more,  faw 


the  Fulfilling  of  his  Prophecy,  mentioned  in  the 


lajl  Section, 

.  \ 

NOW  was  Wickednefs  let  loofe,  and  Several 
got  an  Head;  fo  that  by  Violence  and  pfotcftaut 
Cruelty  mod  of  our  Proteftant  Neighbours  SXii 
were  forced  from  their  Dwellings,  and  feverai  ^<*tle go 
families  came  to  my  Houfe,  until  everv  Room  1°  VV-E- 


T  2 


I 
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10^09,  was  full;  alfo  moft  of  their  Cattle,  that  were 
left,  they  brought  to  my  Land,  thinking 
themfelves  and  Goods  fafer  there  than  elle- 
1690.  where.  Now  were  we  under  great  Exercife 

aijd  Danger,  not  only  of  lofing  our  Goods, 
but  our  Lives. 


The  Irifli  ^ *  the  Boyne  Fight,  the  Irifh  Army  bein^ 

athUiebeat  beater)j  m^ny  of  them  fled  our  Road,  and  plun- 
Toyne  dcred  many  in  our  Farts  ;  they  plundered  my 
.l  ight,  Houle  leveial  Times  over,  and  we  were  in 

th'eKoufe  Sreat  JeoPardy  of  our  Lives ;  they  were  wicked 
pi  W.  E.  and  bloody  ;  fo  the  Family  were  forced  to  go 
cut  of  the  Vv ay,  and  my  Wife  defired  me  to 
go  a  fide,  left  they  fhould  kill  me,  for  (he 
\  would  venture  her  own  Life  to  fave  mine;  but 

ccvFi'rrt  1  COuld  not  do  k’  though  they  Should  be  per- 
hktehim-  mifted  to  kill  me  :  Yet  the  Lord’s  fecret  Hand 
fea though  reftrained  them,  and  preferved  our  Lives, 
toiavc jus  Xhey  took  all  our  Houfhold  Goods  they  could 

The  Iri.oi  2 n ^  hired,  and  all  our  Horfes  that  were 

took  v.’hat  1£  ft*  Low  was  Violence  let  looie,  and  no  Go- 
trey  liked  vernment  to  make  Addrefs  to.  The  Englifh 
Army  did  not  come  near  us  for  fome  Time, 
and,  to  look  outwardly,  we  were  expofed  to 
the  Wills  of  cruel  blocd-thirfty  Men. 


00  1  lent  to  the  Chief  of  the  Irtflo  near  to  us, 
who  (laid  at  Home,  and  they  came  to  me;  I 

told  them,  They  might  conf,der  we  had  lived  as 
peacenik  Neighbours ,  and  1  wijhed  we  might  do 
jo  lull ;  and  though  at  prefent  the  Englifh  in  this 
Neighbourhood  he  open  to  the  Spoil  oj  their  Goun- 

>•  •  try  merit 
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try  men,  yet  they  might  eafily  apprehend  it  would  1690. 
come  to  their  Turn ;  for  the  Englifh  Army  being 
Ma/lers  in  the  Field,  would  foon  advance ,  and 
then  they  might  expedh  the  fame  Me  a  jure  from  Mailers  of 
them ,  as  the  Englifh  now  received  from  their  t!ie  bic!d‘ 
untry  men .  Wherefore  I  advifed,  That  they 
would  ufe  their  utmojl  Endeavours  to  keep  off 
their  Countrymen  from  fpoiling  the  Englifh  of 
that  Little  which  they  had  left ,  and  when  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  Army  advanced  to  us,  we  would  ufe  our  En¬ 
deavours  and  lntereft  to  do  the  hhe  for  them . 

They  feemed  to  accept  the  Propofal  gladly, 
and  promifed  with  many  Oaths  to  perform 
it  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power;  bat  did  not: 

For  there  were  few  Nights  paffed,  but  fome  The  En- 
ot  our  Engli/h  Neighbours  were  robbed  or  Mh  were 
wounded;  and  when  I  told  them  of  their  Pro-  robbed“ 

mifes,  they  would  pretend  Ignorance  in  the  v,’ounded* 
Matter. 

Now  the  Englifh  that  remained  near  us 
were  forced  to  flee  into  the  Parifh-Worfhip- 
Houfe  at  Rcffenalhs  (a  little  from  my  Houle) 
for  Safety.  When  the  Engli/h  and  Scotch  came 
into  thole  Parts,  they  plundered  the  Irif ; 

<77  ^  if n  Put  ^ort^  a  Proclamation, 

dhat  al  the  Infh,  and  others,  who  would  live 

peaceably  at  Rome,  fhould  not  be  molefted.  Not-  put*  foTh 
witiiitanding  which,  there  came  two  Captains  a  Procla' 
witn  aoout  three  hundred  Soldiers,  and  drove  matl0n' 
away  about  five  hundred  Head,  of  Cattle  and 
01  e®>  aho  took  away  Prifoners.  One  Wil¬ 
liam  Dunn ,  (who  had  been  a  Captain  in  the 

former 
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1690.  former  Wars)  and  two  of  his  Sons,  one  of 
v/V'"-'  whom  they  llripped  out  of  his  Cloaths,  in 
order  to  hang  him,  having  Sufpicion  that  he 
was  a  Raparee ;  then  the  Dunns  fent  for  me 
in  hafte,  and  acquainted  me  therewith :  I 
took  Horfe  and  rode  after  the  Parties  as  fwift 
w  e.  as  I  could,  having  Regard  to  my  Promife  of 
followetb  Neighbourhood;  when  the  lrijh  Neighbours 

lifh  inTe-  ^aw  me  aftsr  them>  many  followed  in 
half  Of  the  Expedation  to  get  their  Cattle  and  People  re- 
Idih.  leafed. 

% 

I  rode  four  Miles  before  I  overtook  them, 
when  I  came  near,  the  two  Captains  perceiving 
who  it  was  (for  they  knew  me  before)  made  a 
Plait  and  met  me.  I  reafoned  the  Matter 
with  them,  and  told  them  of  the  King’s  Pro¬ 
clamation,  and  how,  It  would  not  bo  ths  Soldier  s} 
but  they  who  commanded ,  that  muft  anfwer  the 
Injury  done ;  and  that  it  was  a  Reflection  upon 
the  Kings  Promife,  as  alfo  a  great  R.efleCtion  on 
the  Englifn  Nation.  So  with  much  Difcourfc 
and  Arguments  to  this  Purpofe,  the  two  Cap¬ 
tains  leemed  willing  to  releafe  all,  if  theSoldiers 
could  be  prevailed  upon.  I  rode  with  them 
to  the  Plead  of  the  Party,  but  they  were  very 
an^ry,  and  would  needs  have  killed  the  Irifb 
Vv\E;  that  followed  for  their  Cattle :  Whereupon  I 
his  Life  to  quitted  my  Horfe  and  ventured  my  Lire  among 
Lf the  the  rude  Soldiers  to  fave  the  Irifh ,  and  with 
much  ado,  I,  with  the  Captains’.  Affiftance, 

get  them  moderated,  on  Condition  to  give 
6  -  them 


them  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Cattle,  to  releafe  the  1690. 
reft. 


Then  I  mounted  my  Horfe,  aud  fought  out 
the  Man  whom  they  had  ftripped  for  Hang¬ 
ing  :  When  I  found  him,  I  threw  him  my 
Riding-Coat  to  put  on,  and  defired  one  of  the 
Captains  to  aflift  me,  in  finding  him  that 
had  taken  his  Cloaths :  When  we  had  found 
him,  I  reafoned  the  Matter  with  the  Captains 
and  Soldiers,  telling  them,  It  was  unmanly,  and 
not  like  a  Soldier,  to  [trip  Men  in  that  Manner ; 
for  1  had  been  a  Soldier  myfelf  and  would  have 
/corned  fuch  a  bafe  Action,  befides  it  might  be  a 
Precedent  to  the  Irifh  to  Jlrip  the  Englifn.  Many 
luch  Arguments  I  ufed,  which  at  laft  prevailed : 

So  that  the  Captain  made  the  Soldier  put  off 
the  Man’s  Cloaths,  and  give  them  to  him  again.  Captain 
I  alfo  got  both  the  Father  and  his  Sons  releafed,  Wil,iam 
with  all  their  Cattle,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  aS’his 

Others.  two  Sons, 

&c,  fet  at 

And  frequently,  when  the  'Englifh  Soldiers  by  Mean* 
took  away  the  Irifh  People’s  Cattle,  I  perfuaded  ofW.  E. 
them  to  give  fome  of  them  again,  or  bought 
them  for  a  fmall  Matter  with  my  own  Money, 
and  gave  them  to  the  Owners  ;  alfo  let  their 
Horles  graze  on  my  Land,  to  fave  them  from 
the  Plunderers. 

Now  the  Englifh  Army  fettled  in  their  Win¬ 
ter  Quarters,  and  the  Raparees  encreafed  their 
Number;  moft  Part  of  the  Iriflj  run  out,  and 
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1690.  our  Quarter  lay  open  to  them:  They  burned 
many  brave  Houles,  and  fome  Towns ;  alfo 
killed  feveral  Proteftants,  and  all  was  full  of 
Trouble ;  yet,  through  the  wonderful  Mercies 
Meetings  of  God,  we  kept  our  Meetings  conftantly,  and 
duly  at-  amoved  them  peaceably,  but  in  travelling  to 

tended  in  Jr  1  m-  •  -r^  r 

thofepe-  and  fro,  were  many  Times  in  Danger  or  our 

riJous  Lives  by  the  Raparees,  yet  the  Lord  preferved 
Times'  us  wonderfully,  fo  that  I  do  not  know  of  above 
four  Friends  in  this  whole  Nation,  that  were 
killed  by  violent  Hands  all  the  Time  of  this 
great  Calamity. 

Half-Year  Now  the  Time  of  our  Half-\ear  s  National 
Meeting  Meeting  at  Dublin  approached,  beginning  the 
at  Dublin.  ejghth  £)ay  0f  the  ninth  Month,  1690,  to 

which  I  went  as  ufually ;  We  had  a  heavenly 
bleffed  powerful  Meeting,  and  Friends  were 
more  than  ordinarily  glad  one  of  another  in  the 
Lord  Jefus,  who  had  preferved  us  alive,  through 
1o  many  Dangers,  to  fee  one  another’s  Faces 
again.  In  the  Time  of  the  Meeting  Tidings 
f  were  brought  me,  That  the  Raparees  had  taken 

about  twenty  of  my  Cows ,  but  that  noise  of  my 
Family  were  hurt ,  At  which  I  was  well  fatis- 
fied,  for  then  all  were  in  Danger  of  their  Lives, 
that  faved  any  Cattle  about  us,  and  lived  out  of 
-ird  Garrifons.  When  the  Service  ol  the  Meeting 
Cruelty'  was  over,  I  returned  Home,  and  found  my 
encreafed  w;fe  znA  Family  well  ;  which  was  great  Sa- 

&£?  tisfadion :  But  Spoil  and  Cruelty  encreafed, 
the  Conn-  anc}  imminent  Dangers  were  plain  in  my  V  iew; 

t!y'  vet  1  durft  not  remove,  for  I  knew  it  would 
>  y  .  dilcourage 


/ 


WiLiiAite  £  i)M  U  N  D  S  ON.'  145 

\ 

difcourage  Friends,  and  the  Englifh  about  u$,  1690’. 
and  perhaps  caufe  them  to  flee  from  their 
Habitations,  and  fo  be  expofed  to  want  many 
Neceffaries  ;  for  they  took  Notice  of  me,  and 
many  of  them  thought  they  Were  fafer  for  toy 
flaying  in  my  Place.  I  alfo  believed  that  one 
Hair  of  my  Head  fhould  not  fall  without  God’s 
Providence. 


Now*  oh  the  three  and  twentieth  Day  of 
the  ninth  Month,  before- mentioned,  I  went 
to  Col.  Biarly ,  then  Governor  of  Mount melick , 
and  told  him,  T hat  if  he  did  not  ufe  fome  fpeedy  w-  &  *#■ 
Means  to  fuccour  our  Quarter,  it  would  be  to  his  S 0- 
great  Damage ,  for  1  expected  every  Night  that  vcrnor 
my  Houle  would  be  burnt ;  and  if  1  gave  Way , 
all  the  Englifh  thereabout  would  flee:  So  the  Ra-  fake  Care 
parees  might  burn  and  deftroy  all  the  Foracfe°{  !hat 
there:  And  urged  him  to  take  fome  Wayw^’ 
fuccour  us,  informing  him  how  he  might  eafilv 
do  it ;  yet  he  took  little  Notice  of  it,  for  that 
fame  Night  fome  hundreds  of  Rapafees'  befet 
my  Houfe,  and  I  with  my  Family  being  afleep, 
they  fired  feveral  Shots  in  at  the  Windows* 
which  were  heard  at  Mount  melick,  being  two 
IVliles  off;  whereupon  feveral  went  to  the 
Governor,  Col.  Biarly ,  and  defired  a  Party  of 
Men  to  relieve  me,  which  he  would  not  grant 
them;  then  a  certain  Lieutenant  (as  they°faid) 

Went  to  him,  and  defired  a  Party  of  Men,  fav- 
ing,  I  was  an  hone  ft  Man ,  and  he  would  be¬ 
lieve  me ,  orloje  his  Life:  But  Biarly anfwered 
He  would  hang  that  Man  that  would  go  out  of 

!'*  y  the 


J 


146 

1690. 

O'V'vj 

The  Ra- 

parees  fet 
Fire  to  the 
Houfe  of 

W.  E. 


One  Mare 
fcurnt  in 
the  Stable, 
and  two 
more  fore- 
ly  fcorch- 
ed# 


The-  JOURNAL  of 

the  Garrifon.  So  the  Raparees  let  Fire  to  my 
Houfe,  and  I  {laid  therein  until  much  of  it 
was  burnt. 

When  we  could  ftay  no  longer  for  the  Fire, 
I  made  Conditions  with  them,  then  opened  the 
Doors,  and  went  out :  But  they  foon  broke 
their  Conditions,  for  though  they  had  bound 
themfelves  with  many  Oaths,  they  took  what 
Plunder  they  could  get  from  the  Fire  ;  which 
being  very  fierce,  deftroyed  the  greateft  Part. 
One  lufty  Mare  was  burnt  to  Death  in  the 
Stable,  and  two  more  they  got  out  of  the 
Fire,  forely  fcorched  ;  they  took  my  Wife’s 
uppermoft  Garment,  and  fo  left  her,  but  .me 
and  my  two  Sons  they  took  away  Prifoners, 
bare-legged  and  bare-headed,  and  not  much 
better  than  naked ;  but  one  of  them  (at  my 
Requeft)  lent  me  an  old  Blanket  of  my  own 
to  lap  about  me;  they  took  away  all  my  Cat¬ 
tle,  (left  not  one)  then  they  took  me  and  my 
two  Sons  that  Night  through  rough  Places, 
Bufhes,  Mire  and  Water  to  the  Knees  in  cold 
Weather,  when  our  bare  Feet  and  Legs  were 
forely  hurt,  and  bruifed  with  the  Bulhes,  Gra¬ 
vel  and  Stones. 

The  next  Morning  they  took  us  to  a  Wood, 
and  held  a  Council  upon  us ;  who  concluded 
to  hang  my  two  Sons,  and  fhoot  me,  becaule 
they  faid,  I  was  a  flout  Man.  I  told  them. 
Many  of  them  knew  me ,  and  my  two  Sons  al/o  ; 
and  I  challenged  them  all  to  prove,  ‘That  either 

I.  or 
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*  I,  or  my  Sons,  had  wronged  any  of  their  Country-  1690. 
Folks  one  Farthing  all  thefe  Times  of  Trouble  j 
but  on  the  contrary ,  had  Javed  them  what  1  could-, 
jometimes  with  the  Hazard  of  my  Life  among 
the  English  Soldiers.  Several  of  them  made  ' 
anfwer,  and  faid,  They  knew  I  was  an  hone  (I 
Man.  Then  I  told  them,  If  I  died ,  they  were 
my  Witneffes  1  was  innocent ,  and  God  would 
revenge  my  Blood.  They  wondered  at  my  Bold- 
nets,  and  indeed  my  Life  was  little  to  me,  for  I 
deiired  to  die,  if  it  were  the  Will  of  God.  Then  TheRapa- 
they  hood-winked  my  Sons  to  hang  them,  and  rees  hood- 
two  Firelocks  prepared  tofhootme:  thev  came  "iinked 
to  hood- wmk  me  alfo  ;  but  I  told  them,  They  Sons  of 
need  not,  for  1  could  look  them  in  the  Faces  and  w-  E* 
was  not  afraid  to  die.  *  111  ?rdcr 

y  to  hang 

them,  and 

Now  came  up  one  Lieutenant  William  Dunn ,  prcpp!ed 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  me  and  my  two  5s  to* 
Sons ;  he  was  Son  to  old  Capt.  Dunn ,  whom  |  ihoot  him* 
had  got  releafed,  together  with  his  Cattle  from 
the  Englijh  Soldiers,  and  Brother  to  him  whom 
they  had  dripped  in  order  to  be  hanged,  whom 
I  got  releafed  alfo,  as  aforefaid :  And  he  who 
commanded  this  villainous  Party  that  burnt 
my  Houfe,  with  feveral  others  whom  I  had 
done  Kindnefs  for,  were  prefent ;  fo  this  Lieu-  „  ,r. 
tenant  Dunn ,  expecting  to  get  Preferment  forProvi- 
what  he  had  done,  would  take  us  to  Athlone  <lence  tIie 
twenty  Miles  from  that  Place.  Thus  the  Lord  w'e.^ 
mierpofed,  and  would  not  differ  them  to  take  and  p'3 
our  Lives,  having  a  further  Purpofe  of  Service  f°'ls 


for  me. 


U  2 


are  pre¬ 
ferred. 


The 
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1690.  The  (aid  Dunn  kept  us  three  Nights  by  the 
V'V'V'  Way  at  a  Cabin,  cold  and  hungry,  fo  that  they 
Ithemfelves  wondered  how  I  could  endure  it ; 
but  I  told  them,  'They  had  taken  and  dejiroyed 
my  Victuals,  and  the  Lord  had  taken  away  my 
Appetite ,  fo  1  was  fitted  for  it.  As  we  went 
t.o  Athlone,  we  met  Lieutenant  Richard  Dunn , 

$nd  one  - - —  Poor  his  Brother-jn-Law, 

who  railed  againft  us  ;  but  1  told  him,  He  Jhould 
not  rail  at  us,  for  we  were  Pri/oners ,  and  a 
The  Irifh  right  Soldier  would  not  rail  at  a  Prifoner.  They 
Tobmn°  They  were  going  to  burn  Mountmelick,  as 
Mounting-  alfo  the  ref  of  the  Country  then  unburnt ,  I  told 
lick,  &c.  them.  There  were  many  honef  People  there ,  and 
(aid,  God  help  them.  After  fome  other  Dif- 
courfe  they  left  us. 


As  we  went  through  Raghan ,  there  came 
forth  of  a  Cabin  an  ancient  lrijh  Man,  who 
locked  on  me  with  a  lorrowful  Countenance, 
as  though  he  pitied  me,  I  looked  on  him,  and 
alked  him,  If  he  could  give  me  a  Piece  of  Bread, 
for  J  knew  my  Sons  were  very  hungry  %  The 
Man  anfvvered,  and  faid,  He  would  give  me  a 
Piece  of  Bread,  if  he  bought  it  with  Gold,  for 
he  believed  I  was  one  that  did  not  life  to  beg  my 
Bread ;  So  he  went  into  the  Cabin,  and  fetch- 
ohnt  irifii  ed  as  coarfe  a  Piece  of  Bread  (I  thqught)  as 
ever  I  faw,  and  laid.  He  was  Jorry  he  bad  No- 
W.  E.  a  thing  to  give  me  to  eat  with  it ;  but  I  told  him, 
Tiecc-  of  ft  was  very  acceptable,  and  gave  it  to  the  Lads. 
hkuTO  That  Night  we  got  Straw  to  lodge  on,  fo 
Lads.  tefted  well,  and  the  next  D^y  came  to  Htblone ; 


An  an- 
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we  were  no  fooner  got  into  the  great  Street, 
but  it  was  filled  with  a  Crowd  of  Rabble  and 
Soldiers,  and  the  High  Sheriff  of  that  County  j0ne  the 
in  the  midft  of  them,  calling  us  Traitors,  HighShe- 

Rebels,  and  fuch  like  Names,  that  it  was  diers  a*nd 
much  they  did  not  ftab  us,  with  their  Bay-  Rabble 
onets  and  Skeins,  through  the  Sheriff’s  anima-  ,VCI7 
ting  and  encouraging  them:  But  in  the  Interim 
a  genteel  proper  Man  crowded  through  them, 
and  came  clofe  to  me,  and  calling  me  Matter 
Rdmundlon,  afked  me,  How  1  did  ?  I  anfwered, 
faying,  Thou  feed  how  1  do-,  but  1  know  not 
thee.  He  anfwered,  and  faid,  1  know  you  to 
be  an  honed  Man,  and  fpoke  aloud  to  the  She¬ 
riff  and  the  reft,  faying,  I  have  known  him  Valentine 
above  twenty  1 ears  ( and  J  know  him)  to  be  an  MhLieu- 
honeft  Man ,  fay  you  all  what  you  will  of  him,  tenant  fa- 
This  made  them  all  quiet :  Thus  the  Lord  pro- 
vided  Succour  for  us,  from  their  own  People,  hi*‘Dif-W 
in  the  Time  of  eminent  Danger.  Then  they  trefs* 
took  us  to  the  Main  Guard,  where  the  Rabble 
thronged  in  upon  us;  but  this  Man  came 
there,  and  brought  me  a  Noggin  of  Brandy, 
and  told  them,  They  did  not  know  me,  fo  well  as  H  ]f 
be  did -,  alfo  acquainted  me  what  William  Dunn ,  acquaints 
who  brought  me  there,  had  informed  againft  him  of 
me.  Then  I  told  him  the  whole  Paffage,  and  Accufa- 
he  faid,  If  that  was  all ,  he  would  not  have  me  tion  a- 
deny  any  Thing.  I  anfwered  him,  I  had  done  ga,nllhirn 
nothing  that  1  need  deny.  This  Man’s  Name 
was  I alentine  Toole,  a  Lieutenant,  I  heard  he 
was  reproved  for  being  fo  kind  to  me,  and 
durft  come  no  more  to  fee  me. 


In 
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In  fome  little  Time  we  were  taken  to  the 
Caftle,  where  the  Governor,  Col.  Grace ,  and 

in'iMp:  ^"'ouncd  °f  chief  Officers  were  met.  I 

before  the  came  in  with  my  old  Blanket  lapped  about  me, 
Governor  the  Governor  afked,  Where  1  lived ?  and  What 

cable' efpi' was  my  Name?  1  told  him>  1<wa*  old  William 
Condition  Edmundfon  :  He  flood  up,  with  Tears  in  his 

vedtim0' Eyes>  and  fa'd>  We  was  forry  to  fee  me  there  in 
to  Com  Condition ;  for  he  knew  me  well ,  having 

miferation  been  jometimes  at  my  Houfe.  Then  the  Go¬ 
vernor  aflced  the  Lieutenant  that  brought  us 
there,  What  he  had  to  fay  againfi  me?  And  he 
accufed  me  of  feveral  Things  falfly,  and  I  hav¬ 
ing  free  Liberty  to  anfwer  to  every  Particular, 
did  it  fo,  that  the  Council  of  Officers  were  well 
The  Lieu- fatisfied,  and  the  Governor  fpoke  roughly  to 
checked  Lieutenant,  and  allied  him,  What  he 

by  die  Go-  brought  us  therefor?  He  anfwered  (with  this 
-vcrnor.  Excufe,  viz.)  ‘That  the  Raparees  were  about  to 
hang  us,  and  he  brought  us  there  to  fave  our 
Lives.  The  Governor  laid,  If  he  had  them 
there ,  he  would  hang  them.  And  fo  he  com¬ 
mitted  us  to  the  Cuftody  of  Captain  Francis 
Governor  Dunn,  and  loon  after  lent  us  a  Loaf  of  Bread, 
t0  a  ^'ece  Beef,  a  Bottle  of  Drink,  and  twenty 
'  '  Shillings  of  Brafs  Money  ;  but  we  could  get 
no  Straw  to  lie  upon,  but  lay  upon  the  bare 
Floor,  which  was  very  cold  and  hard ;  we 
wanting  Cloaths,  and  my  Strength  was  much 
fpent,  therefore  was  not  likelv  to  continue 
long,  if  the  Lord'had  not  provided  Succour  for 
me. 


Now 
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Now  ‘John  Clibborn ,  a  Friend,  lived  fix 
Miles  from  Athlone ,  for  moil  Friends  in  thofe 
Parts  were  forced  away,  except  he  and  fome  of  born^be-* 
his  Family,  who  hearing  of  me,  came  to  Ath -  wails  the 
lone ;  when  he  faw  me  in  that  mean  Condition,  lf£n 
he  cried  out,  wringing  his  Hands,  and  told  and  re-  " 
them,  That  they  had  taken  Prifoner  as  hone  ft  a  |'?ves  )lis 
Man  as  trod  on  the  Earth.  After  fome  Time,  1  ctdi:Iy* 
he  went  Home  to  fetch  us  fome  Meat,  for  he 
had  little  Cloaths  left  for  himfelf,  having  been 
forely  plundered  and  fpoiled.  Now  moil  of  The  Field 
the  Field  Officers  and  Captains  knew  me,  I?®cersin 
having  been  often  at  Dublin  with  the  Govern-  arefrielld- 
ment,  when  King  James  was  there,  and  they  ty*"0, 
would  difcourfe  familiarly  with  me.  One  Time  E‘ 

I  afked  them,  What  they  had  againfi  me ?  And 
what  I  had  done ,  that  they  kept  me  Prifoner  in 
that fadCondition,  and  did  not  bring  me  to  a  Tri¬ 
al  f  Col.  A/twvanfwering,  faid,  They  had  Nothing  They  con- 
againjl  me  for  any  Thing  1  had  done ,  and  he  be-  fine  W.  E. 
hewed,  I  was  a  very  boneft  Man ;  but  they  under- 
flood  I  was  a  witty  Man ,  and  capable  to  do  them  jury, S but 
an  Injury ,  and  that  was  the  Reafon  they  kept  as  one  ca- 
me.  I  told  them.  That  was  poor  Juftice,  /eihSU 
pumfh  a  Man  for  what  he  was  capable  to  do,  and 
not  for  what  he  had  done .  The  next  Day  John 
Clibborn  came  again,  and  brought  fome  Vic-  aHe^ed 
tuals,  but  we  could  get  no  Straw  yet  to  lie  with  the 
upon.  I  was  much  fpent,  and  my  Spirit  Houv?f?' 
grieved  with  their  wicked  Company,  fo  that  I  Wicked, 
defired  rather  to  die  quietly  in  a  Dungeon,  than 
to  be  among  them. 


I  fent 
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I  fent  John  Clibborn  to  the  Governor,  to  de- 
fire  him,  that  I  might  come  upon  my  Trial* 
or  be  removed  into  the  Dungeon.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  faid,  He  was  forry  for  me ,  for  1  was  an 
honefi  J\J a / 1 ,  and  there  were  none  mine  Enemies^ 
but  the  Dunns,  who  were  all  Rogues ;  and  he 
durfl  not  rehafe  mey  lor  there  were  many  Eyes 
over  him ,  becauje  he  was  kind  to  the  Engliih  ; 
but  to  fend  me  to  the  Dungeon ,  he  could  not  find 
in  his  Heart  to  do  it.  The  Town  was  fo 
thronged  of  People,  that  there  was  no  Room 
to  be  had  that  I  could  be  eafy  in  ;  he  was  in  a 
Strait,  and  knew  not  what  to  do  with  me. 
On  Seen-  So  John  Clibborn  requefted,  Do  let  me  go  with 

TohnCl'b  kim  t0  his  Houfe  at  the  Moat>  and  he  would  en~ 
born.  ib'gaSe  bis  Body,  and  all  that  he  had ,  for  my  true 

W.  E.  is  Imprijonment ,  and  to  come  when  he  fient  for  me 
a^ve  or  dead:  So  the  Governor  was  content. 
Home  and  let  us  go  with  him.  Thus  the  Lord  pro* 
with  him.  vided  Succour  for  me  in  a  Time  of  great  Dif- 
trefs.  When  I  was  there,  with  much  Diffi¬ 
culty,  I  got  a  few  Lines  writ  and  fent  to  my 
Wife,  that  (he  might  know  we  were  alive,  and 
where  we  were  ;  which  was  great  Satisfaction 
to  her  and  Friends :  For  many  were  under 
great  Trouble  of  Mind,  and  it  was  a  Trial  on 
Moftof  mod  of  Friends  in  our  Country.  The  Englifh 
the  lriih  fled  to  Garrifons,  and  mod  of  the  Iriflo  went 

Raparees.  t0  the  Raparees. 

I 

One  of  my  Sons,  that  was  with  rae,>  had  a 
Tan-Yard,  well  flocked  with  Hides  and  Lea- 
ther,  and  about  a  Week  after  our  Houfe  was 

burnt. 
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burnt,  my  Wife  went  to  fetch  them  off,  and 
fcveral  Englifh  Neighbours,  with  Horfes  and 
Carrs,  went  to  help  her  ;  but  whilffc  they  were 
loading  the  Leather,  &e.  Lieutenant  Richard 

Dunn,  and  his  Brother-in-Law  - _ Poor 

(whom  I  had  met  in  going  to  Jthlone,  and 
who  railed  at  me,  as  aforefaid)  together  with 
a  Multitude  of  Raparees,  came  upon  them;  fo 
they  were  forced  to  run  for  their  Lives,  and 
leave  the  Horfes  and  Carrs,  the  Leather  and 
Hides,  c.  which  the  Raparees  took  and  car¬ 
ried  away :  But  my  Wife  not  being  able  to  * 
out-run  them,  they  took  and  dripped  her  na-  w  t». 
ked,  being  cold  Weather,  in  the  Beginning  of  wife' ' 
the  tenth  Month,  alias,  December  ;  who  being  ftripped 
ancient,  and  going  two  Miles  naked,  got  a  "id  wi 
Surfeit  of  Cold,  which  continued  with  her  un-  ther* 
til  fhe  died,  being  about  feven  Months  after 
The  next  Morning  a  fmall  Party  of  Enzlifh 
Soldiers  fell  upon  that  great  Company  of  Rani 
rees,  and  killed  the  laid  Lieutenant  RicCd 
Dunn,  alfo  his  Brother-in-Law— _  pocr 

and  a  great  many  more  of  them  :  So  were  they 
prevented  from  burning  Mountmelick,  as  he  and 
others  had  threatened  to  do. 


Low,  whi.e  I  was  with  John  Clibbofn  at 
the  Moat,  many  of  the  Irijh  came  daily  to  get 
w  at  they  could  ;  there  came  alfo  Col.  Bourk- Cn- 1>  ^  i 
witn  about  tnree  hundred  Firelocks,  as  a  From  2?^' 
i^-r,  to  intercept  the  Englifh  Soldiers;  He  Fire  lodes, 
was  very  loving  ,o  me,  and  promilid]  that 
•*bm  ht  S«  “>  Athlone,  I  flMlu  have  m,  lL 

her tv „ 
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and  his 
two  Sons 
fet  at  Li¬ 
berty, 


Streams's 

Town  the 

utmoft 

Frontier 

Garrifon 

of  the 

Englilh. 


berty,  for  that  he  believed  I  was  an  honejl  Alan. 
So  in  a  little  Time  he  and  his  Party  went 
thither ;  and  with  his  Affiffance  the  Governor 
fet  me  at  Liberty,  having  fet  my  two  Sons 
at  Liberty  three  or  four  Days  before,  who 
were  gone  to  their  Mother.  So  being  at  Li¬ 
berty,  I  got  to  Streams1  s  Town,  which  was 
the  next  Englifh  Garrifon,  though  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  and  dangerous  Travelling,  becaufe  of  the 
Raparees,  there  being  now  little  but  Killing 
and  Deftru&ion  on  both  Sides.  Here  I  met 
with  my  Son  Samuel,  who,  notwithftanding 
he  had  left  the  Profeffion  of  Truth,  and  caff 
off  his  Education  therein,  yet  was  concerned 
for  me  in  this  great  Trial :  He  came  to  that 
Place,  being  the  utmoft  Frontier  Garrifon  of 
the  Englifh ,  to  ufe  his  beft  Endeavours  for  my 
Liberty. 


From  Streams' %  Town  I  went  to  Mullingar , 
which  was  a  great  Garrifon  of  Englijh,  where 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  were  very  kind  to  me, 
and  exprefled  their  great  Gladnefs  for  my  fafe 
coming  off,  though  many  of  them  had  never 
feen  me  before,  but  had  heard  of  me,  and  of 
my  ill  Ufage,  for  the  Noife  of  it  went  far,  and 
feveral  had  fworn,  That  if  they  had  killed  me 
and  my  Sons ,  they  would  have  killed  all  the  Irifh 
they  met  with.  So  from  Mullingar  I  came  to 
fane  Barcroft’s  near  Edenderry ,  and  from 
thence  to  Mountmelick  to  my  Wife,  where  ma¬ 
ny  were  glad  to  fee  me  again.  We  fluffed  for 
Houfe-room  as  well  as  we  could,  the  Town 
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being  thronged  with  Soldiers,  and  Families 
driven  from  their  Habitations  in  the  Country  ; ,, 
many  of  whom  died  for  want  of  Conveniencies  forint 
and  Neceflaries,  together  with  Grief  for  their  of  Necef- 
Loffes.  farie?> &c* 


Now  the  Irifh  preyed  much  abroad  in  the 
Country,  and  deftroyed  it;  fo  that  the  Englijh  The  Irifh 
Army  marched  out  to  drive  them  back  over  prey  upon 
the  Shannon ,  and  they  burned  much  of  the  the  Coun' 
Country,  that  harboured  them  on  this  Side.  try* 

At  this  Time  aifo  Major  General  Kirk ,  with  Ma-or 
Part  of  the  Army,  came  to  Mount melick,  with  General 
Intention  to  fettle  Garrilons  in  convenient Kirk>  &c‘ 
Places,  to  fave  the  Country  ;  fome  informed  Molmtme- 
him  of  Rofjenallts ,  to  be  a  fit  Place  for  a  Gar-  lick, 
rifon,  telling  him  of  me,  and  how  I  had  been 
ufed  there  by  the  Irifh.  He  fent  for  me,  and 
commanded  me  to  go  with  him  to  Rofenallis , 
and  fhew  him  the  Place ;  fo  (being  command¬ 
ed)  I  went  with  him. 


Many  Irijh  lived  there  and  thereabout,  un¬ 
der  the  Englijh  Protection,  who  fuppofing  that 
I  bad  occafioned  their  Coming  to  make  a  Gar- 
rifon  there,  were  very  angry  with  me,  becaufe  T]ie 
this  would  hinder  them  from  harbouring  their  angry  at 
Kindred  and  Country-men,  who  were  Rapa-  w- 
rees,  as  they  had  frequently  done  before : 
Wherefore  they  got  eight  or  nine  bloody  RaI 
parees,  to  lie  in  Ambulh  between  Mountmelick 
and  Rojjenalhs  in  order  to  kill  me,  &c.  as  here¬ 
after  may  appear.  For  young  John  Mac  Lifha 
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(who  had  betrayed  my  Wife  into  an  Ambufh 
before)  together  with  Dennis  Dunny  came  to 
Mount  me lick  in  Pretence  of  great  Friendfhip, 
They  fok  defiring  nie  to  go  to  Rofjenallis ,  and  fpeak  with 

even  mi-  Officers  in  the  Garrifon,  and  it  would  be 
der  Pre-  better  for  the  Dwellers  there  ,  but  as  the  Lord 

Friend-^  W°Uld  ^  1  did  n0t  §°  that  Day*  Two 

thip,  but  Days  a*ter  they  came  to  me  again  with  the 

the  Lord  fame  Pretence,  faying  alfo.  That  the  Soldiers 

were  pulling  down  my  Out-Houjes ,  which  were 

left  unburnt ;  and  ufing  many  Arguments,  in' 

fiiew  of  Kindnefs  and  Friendfhip,  to  perfuade 

me  to  go  to  RcJJenqllis ,  but  I  was  retrained  by 

a  fecret  Hand,  that  knew  their  evil  Defign, 

and  would  not  fuffer  me  to  fall  into  their 

Snare.  Howbeit  next  Morning,  James  Dob ~ 

James  fon ,  with  his  Son  and  Coufin  coming  that 

h!^ Soil1  *  they  &ot  Son  dead  in  the  Place, 

and  Cou-  himfelf  and  Coufin  they  took  to  the  Woods, 

killed  n  and  ^arbaroufly  murdered  them.  That  Night 
the  iiiih.  tbe  Difo  Pspids  Inhabitants  generally  ran  to 
the  Raparees.  Thus  the  Lord  preterved  m v 
Tile  from  the  Hands  of  cruel  and  blood-third? 
Men. 

Now  as  fqon  as  the  Ways  were  opened  to 
w.  e.  travel,  I  went  into  the  North  to  vifu  Friends, 
pj'b  and  feme  Friends  accompanied  me.  As  we 

the  North!  wen£  b.v  Dundalk,  where  the  Armies  had  been 
one  againll  the  other;  there  were  many  Bones 
and  Tufts  of  green  Grafs  that  had  grown  from 
the  Carcaffes  of  Men,  as  if  it  had  been  from 
Heaps  of  Dung:  1'hcn  I  told  Friends  who 

were 
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were  with  me,  You  may  remember ,  that  I  de¬ 
clared  it  in  Public  in  the  Word  of  Truth  many 
Tears  pad ,  and  many  Times  in  divers  Places,  Sees  the 
that  the  Lord  would  dung  the  Earth  with  the  Earfh 
Car  cafes  of  Men,  and  would fpread  them  as  Dung  the 
upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth ;  and  now  you  fee  i£C arcafles 
here  fulfilled.  In  that  Journey  I  had  many 
fweet  comfortable  Meetings  in  the  North,  told,  ^ 
Friends’  Hearts  were  glad,  and  we  were  greatly 
reirefhed  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  one  in  ano¬ 
ther.  When  clear  of  that  Service,  I  came  to 
Mount  me  lick. 
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After  the  Trouble s,  W.  E.  in  1691,  goes  from  the 
National- Meeting  at  Dublin  to  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  at  London,  then  vifits  Friends  in 
England  $  in  which  Time  his  Wife  died.  Af 
ter  his  Return  to  Ireland,  he  repairs  the 
Ruins  of  his  Houfe  near  Roffenallis,  and  fet¬ 
tles  there  again-,  then  A  fits  fever al  Meetings 
in  Ireland,  reviving  good  Order  and  Difcr 
pline  in  the  Churches  oj  Chrift. 


Friends 
bowed  in. 
Thankful- 
nefs  to  the 
Lord  in  a 
Senfe  of 
his  great 
P  refer  v  a- 
tio n}  hkc, 


l 


OT  long  after,  I  with  my  Wife  went  ft) 
my  Son-in-Law  William  Fayle's,  who 
lived  near  Dublin.  Our  National  Half-Year- 
Meeting  approaching,  we  kept  it  at  Dublin  at 
its  ufual  Time,  to  which  I  went,  and  the  Lord’s 
Prefence  appeared  mightily  among  us,  the 
Hearts  of  Friends  were  tender  before  him  :  It 
was  a  bleffed  Seafon,  Friends  being  greatly 
bowed  in  Thankfulnefs,  under  a  weighty  Senfe 
and  Confideration  of  the  providential  Hand  of 
God,  which  had  preferved  us  through  fo  many 
Difficulties  and  Dangers  in  this  Time  of  great 
Calamity.  We  made  Enquiry  into  the  Suffer¬ 
ings  and  Loffes  fuftained  by  Friends  in  the  fe- 
veral  Provinces,  in  the  Time  of  the  War,  and 

took 


William  Edmundson. 


lS9 


took  Care,  that  poor  Friends  every  where  in  1691. 
this  Nation  fhould  fpeedily  be  fupplied  with 
neceflary  Food  and  Raiment,  until  we  could  Care  t 
further  aflift  them,  as  Need  might  require,  ken  of  the 
in  order  to  their  Livelihood,  and  convenient loor* 
Settlement  near  Meetings  for  the  Worlhip  of 
God,  and  Benefit  of  them  and  their  Families. 

Alfo,  a  weighty  Concern  was  upon  Friends 
for  the  Settling  of  Godly  Difcipline  in  the 
Church,  and  many  fuitable  Things  were  open* 
ed,  and  communicated  in  the  Love  and  Wif- 
dom  of  God,  tending  to  the  Promotion  of 
Truth,  and  its  holy  heavenly  Order  and  Go¬ 
vernment  among  us ;  alfo  divers  Teftimonies 
in  the  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  confirming  us 
in  our  laid  Chriftian  Care  and  Concern.  And  Fn-ends  Ia 
Friends’  Spirits  were  fubjedt  to  the  Will  of  Subjection 


God,  giving  him  the  Glory,  who  is  worthy 
for  ever. 


to  the 
Lord's 

Will* 


Now  I  found  a  weighty  Concern  upon  my 
Spirit,  to  go  from  thence  to  London  to  the 
Yearly-Meeting  of  Friends,  and  after  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  our  Half-Year  Meeting'  at  Dublin  was 
over,  I  took  my  Leave  of  Friends,  alfo  of  my 
Wife  and  feveral  of  our  Children  who  were 
there,  being  under  a  Senfe  of  Sorrow  when  I 
parted  with  them,  as  if  we  Ihould  not  all  fee 
one  another  again.  Many  Friends  went  ort 
Shipboard  with  me,  and  there  in  tender  Love 
we  parted.  'Thomas  Winfloe  went  with  me  for 
England,  and  fo  to  London.  We  landed  at 
Liverpool,  and  vifited  Friends  about  Bicker- 

Mi 
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1691.  ftaff ;  fo  proceeded  forward,  having  fome 
Ye^y1  Matings  by  the  Way,  and  were  at  London  at 
Meeting  the  Yearly-Meeting,  where  many  Elders  and 
don"0'1*  brethren  were  glad  to  fee  me.  I  was  at  fe- 
°n‘  veral  public  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God, 
and  at  the  Men’s-Meetings  for  Church-Difci- 

and^oorl  Pline>  When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was 
Meetings  over>  I  took  Leave  of  Friends  and  travelled 
in  divers  Northward,  having  feveral  large  and  good 
ounties.  Meetings  in  divers  Counties. 

I  * 

York  I  came  to  York  to  their  Quarterly-Meeting* 

MieS  which  was  a  very  §reat  Meeting  of  Friends 
from  divers  Places,  and  had  good  Service 

there,  for  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  were 
with  us,  to  our  great  Comfort  and  Confirm- 
ation  in  his  Work  and  Service.  I  met  there 
with  a  Letter,  that  gave  me  an  Account  of 
my  Wife  being  lick,  and  Sorrow  feized  me, 
as  fenfible  of  her  Death ;  fo  I  haded  as  much 
as  the  Service  of  Truth  would  allow,  towards 
the  Sea-fide;  but  had  feveral  Meetings  in  the 
Way,  particularly  at  Durham ,  Sunderland ,  Ra~ 
by ,  Barnard-Caftle ,  Camjgill ,  Kendal ,  Swart  h~ 
more,  Hawkjhead ,  Pardjey-Cragg,  and  near 
Whitehaven. 


W.  E’s 
Wife  died 

before  his 
Return, 


As  foon  as  I  could  getaPaffage,  I  took  Ship¬ 
ping  at  Whitehaven,  and  landed  at  Dublin, 
but  my  Wife  was  dead  lb  me  Time  before  I 
got  over.  She  died  five  Miles  from  Dublin, 
at  my  Son-in-Law  William  Fayle's  Houfe,  in 
the  Prefence  of  her  Children,  and  was  decently 

buried. 
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buried  in  Friends’  Burying-place  in  Dublin ,  1691, 
accompanied  to  her  Grave  by  many  Friends 
and  others.  After  I  landed,  I  went  to  my 
Son  Fayle's,  and  found  him  and  his  Wife  W.F.and 
lying  lick,  neither  of  them  fenfible,  and  as^ltfly'1* 
to  Appearance  hardly  like  to  recover;  but  rick,  yet 
flaying  fome  Time  there,  it  pleafed  the  Lord^^J®' 
that  they  recovered.  I  was  at  feveral  Meet-  ’  : 
ings  thereabout,  and  at  Dublin,  for  many 
Friends  lived  there-away  at  that  Time,  who 
were  forced  from  their  Habitations  in  the 
Country. 


Then  I  went  to  Mountmelick,  and  vifited  Mount- 
Friends  in  thofe  Parts,  that  were  not  gone  nx^‘c^« 
from  their  Habitations,  and  fo  to  my  ruinated 
Place  near  Roffenallis ,  where  I  made  fomeAtRof. 
Reparation  of  Building  for  rnyfelf,  and  young-  fenallis 
eft  Son  Tryal  to  dwell  in,  all  the  reft  cf  my  aiK* 
Children  having  left  me,  being  mod  of  them  TryaTfet- 
married;  fo  I  was  frequently  with  Friends  tie  again, 
at  Meetings,  both  for  the  Worfhip  of  God, 
and  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings  for  other  Ser¬ 
vices  relating  to  Church  Difcipline  and  Gofoel 
Order. 


When  the  Country  was  a  little  quiet  from  W.  £. 
the  War,  I  travelled  into  Munfter  and  UUler  • 

befides  vifiting  Friends  in  thofe  Provinces,  i  Utter  and 
had  large  and  ferviceabie  Meetings  at  divers Munfle)r' 
Places,  where  Meetings  were  not  then  fettled, 
namely,  Fclturbct ,  Xnifhilltn ,  Londonderry, 
Colerain,  Kilray ,  Dawjori s-Bridge,  Maghara- 
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felt.  See.  and  returned  through  the  Meetings 
'-"'W  of  Friends  into  Leinfter. 

Now  a  weighty  Concern  came  upon  me 
W.  E.  more  and  more,  to  warn  and  ftir  up  Friends 

Friends  ^  OVer  ^adon’  to  concerned  and  dili- 
toZeai  Sent>  in  a  circumfpedl  Zeal,  for  promoting 
and  Dili-  Truth  in  all  its  Rights,  and  the  righteous  Go- 

the  Work  ver?ment  and  comely  Order  thereof :  Many 
of  the  Things  and  Ways  the  Lord  opened  in  my  Un- 
Lord.  demanding,  to  fhew  Friends  how  they  might 
yet  be  more  ferviceable  for  God  and  his  Truth 
in  their  Day;  and  moft  of  Friends  received 
the  Lord’s  Teftimony,  and  became  concerned. 
So  the  Faithful  fet  to  work  for  God,  in  divers 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  many  large  Ac¬ 
counts  were  given  to  our  National-Meetings, 
The  Lord  That  they  found  the  Lord  was  with  them ,  and 

Faithful  °Pened  Things  to  them  more  than  before  they  were 
in  their  fo  concerned,  giving  IVifdom  and  Underfunding 
to  manage  Matters  which  came  before  them ,  re~ 
Honour,  bating  to  Truth  and  Friends ;  the  Lord’s  Power- 
being  over  all ,  blefj'ed  be  his  Name  for  ever  / 
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SECT.  XIV. 

In  1694,  W.  E.  goes  to  the  Yearly-Meeting  at 
London,  having  divers  comfortable  Meetings 
in  feveral  Shires  in  England,  and  in  feveral 
Counties  in  Ireland,  after  his  Return  thither. 

Alfo  his  Conference  with  Dean  Reader,  con¬ 
cerning  ‘Tithes,  izc. 

T  OW,  in  the  Year  1694,  it  was  with 
Si  me  to  go  to  London  to  the  Yearly- 
Meeting;  fo  I  went  firft  to  Dublin  to  our  Na-  Haifl'^1 
tional  Half-V  ear  Meeting,  where  were  Friends  Year’s- 
from  every  Province,  and  many  Things  were  Meeti,,S 
under  our  Confideration,  for  promoting  the at  0ub'ul‘ 
Kingdom  of  Chnft  Jefus  and  his  righteous 
Government ;  as  alfo  for  the  Prefervation  of 
Friends,  both  out  of  the  Spots,  Cumber,  and 
furfei ting  Cares  of  the  World  and  Things  of  it. 

The  Lord’s  glorious  Power  was  with  us,  own¬ 
ing  our  Service  and  Concern  for  his  Honour, 
ana  the  Glory  of  his  great  Name,  who  gave  T, 
the  Faithful  Spirit  and  Underftanding,  that  bieileM™ 
none  could  gainlay  ;  greatly  bleffing  his  Work  hisWork 
in  our  Hands,  and  us  in  the  Handling  of  it  Hands  0f 
faithfully  with  Diligence,  preferring  it  before  d'e  Faitlt- 
ourfclves  or  earthly  Concerns.  ful> 
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^1694.  W  hen  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
W*  E.  I  tooE  Shipping  for  London,  being  accompanied 
ftippeth  by  about  twelve  Friends  that  went  with  me 

cioiil C 11  to  the  Yearly-Meeting;  alfo  many 

Friends  went  a  Shipboard  with  us,  and  there 
took  Leave,  the  YVind  favoured  to  carry  us 
by  the  French  Privateers  that  were  then  in  the 
Channel,  and  Things  were  ordered  for  our 
Safety,  lo  that  we  took  Notice  of  the  provi¬ 
dential  Hand  of  God  therein.  We  landed  at 
Neflbn.  Neff  on ;  fome  of  us  went  to  Liverpool ,  and 
Liverpool  were  with  Friends  about  Bicker, (l  of,  at  their 
Bickerftaff  Monthly-Meeting  for  Bu  finds;  from  thence 
we  went  to  W , arrington,  and  near  to  it  met 
with  the  reft  of  our  Company,  and  went  to¬ 
gether  towards  London ,  the  Yearly-Meeting 
there  being  at  hand. 

A  Meet-  Near  Ridgley  we  had  a  Meeting  at  an  Inn 
ing  near  where  we  lay,  and  there  were  many  People  at 

J  it:  We  came  to  London  the  Day  before  the 
Yearly-Meeting  begun,  where  many  Elders 
and  faithful  Brethren  were  glad  of  our  Coming. 
So  I  ftaid  in  London  about  two  Weeks,  and 
duly  attended  Public  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip 
of  God,  and  Mens-Meetings  for  Truth’s  Af¬ 
fairs.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was 
over,  I  travelled  northward,  accompanied  by 
W.  E.  John  Pim,  and  had  many  large  andcomfort- 
hathmany  abie  Meetings  in  divers  Places,  Friends’ Hearts 

conYcrta-  wore  glad,  and  well  refrelbed  in  that  Vilit; 
bieMtct-  for  the  Lord’s  Power  and  wonted  Goodnefsac- 
1!,®s  comoanied  us.  Some  of  the  canicular  Places 

A  '■  *  a 

where 


where  we  had  Meetings,  were  in  Bedjordflnre ,  1694. 
Hertford,  Leicester,  Dunnington,  Nottingham , 
Mansfield,  Chefierfield,  Stockport  and  Manchef- 
ter }  there  John  Fim  left  me,  and  went  to¬ 
wards  Chejier ,  intending  for  Ireland. 

Now  being  moved  of  the  Lord  to  turn  to¬ 
wards  York,  I  fent  to  Roger  Haydock,  who  Roger 
came  to  me  at  Manchefler,  and  went  with  me  ,p^oc* 
to  York.  As  we  went  we  had  a  Meeting  at  \v.  E. 
Leeds,  which  was  full  and  large,  where  the  A  Meet- 
Lord’s  heavenly  Prefence  was  with  us,  and 
Friends’  Hearts  comforted  therein.  From 
thence  we  went  to  York ,  and  it  was  Men-  York 
Friends’  Quarterly  -  Meeting,  but  Women- 
Friends’  Yearly-Meeting,  and  there  were  fe- 
veral  Hundreds  of  Friends  from  divers  Parts, 
the  Lord  was  with  us,  and  many  faithful 
Friends  were  glad  of  our  Company. 


The  re  Thomas  Tr  afford  met  me,  and  when 
the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  we  went 
to  a  Meeting  near  Hallifax ;  from  thence  Ro¬ 
ger  Haydock  went  homewards  to  Lancafijire, 
but  Thomas  Trafford  travelled  with  me :  We 
had  many  large  powerful  Meetings  at  Brad- 
forth,  Roidan,  Hardcaftlegarth,  Maffanj,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Swadell,  Wentzerdale  near  Skipton,  and 
Edge-end  Meeting  5  fo  to  Manchefler  and  into 
Che  [hire,  and  had  feveral  Meetings  of  good 
Service,  then  went  into  Lancafhire  to  Hart- 
jhaw  to  their  Monthly-Meeting,  which  was 
large  and  powerful,  there  I  met  with  Leonard 

Fell : 


Thomas 

Trafford 

travelled 

with 

W.E.  . 

Having 
feveral 
Meet  in 


rre: 


W.  E. 
meets  wi  th 
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Fell. 
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1694.  Fell ;  we  were  glad  to  fee  one  another,  and 
v-x~v~v“'  true-hearted  Friends  were  glad  of  that  Vifit. 
Cheflure.  Fhomas  Frafford  and  I  went  back  to  Che  (hire, 
Holyhead-  and  fo  through  Wales  to  Holy-head,  and  (laid 
there  about  a  Week  for  a  Paffage,  then  took 
Shipping  for  Ireland,  and  landed  at  the  Hill 
of  Hoath,  fo  came  to  Dublin  :  I  (laid  the 
Firft-day  Meeting  there,  and  then  came  to  my 
Son-in-Law,  W illiani  I  ay  led.  and  from  thence 
to  Mountmelick ,  where  Friends  received  me 
gladly.  ;  .  ......  . 


•  I  attended  Meetings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God, 
as  they  fell  in  Courfe,  and  was  with  Friends 
in  managing  Church- Affairs,  both  in  Monthly, 
fix  Weeks,  Quarterly  and  Half-Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings,  and  as  the  Service  of  Truth  encreafed,  the 
Increafes  of  God  were  multiplied  in  our  Hearts, 
and  gave  us  Abilities  to  perform  it  to  his  Glory, 
our  great  Comfort  and  Satisfaction.  From  our 
Half-Year  Half-Year  Meeting  at  Dublin,  in  the  ninth 
Meetmg  Month,  1694,  I  went  to  vifit  Friends  in  fe- 
^  Jl[  m’  veral  Counties,  and  had  Meetings,  as  at  Wick- 
in divers  ^ow->  John  Wickham' $ ,  Ifrael  Webfter's,  Shellaly , 
Places.  Caflledermot,  Province  Meeting,  and  a x  Water¬ 
ford,  Clonmel,  Kilcommon  and  Cafhell ;  there  fe- 
veral  of  our  Friends  met  me,  and  accompanied 
me  homewards. 


A  good  The  Firft-day  of  the  fecond  Month  i6oe, 
near cd--  I  took  my  Journey  towards  the  iNortb,  to  vilit 
t.e- Jordan  Friends,  and  had  a:  comfortable  Meeting  near 
Cafile- Jordan,  many  Friends  of  our  Monthly 
'  .  Meeting 
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Meeting  being  with  me  there.  When  the  1695. 
Meeting  was  ended  we  parted  in  the  tender 
Love  of  God.  I  went  on  my  Journey  towards 
the  North,  accompanied  by  my  Son-in-Law 
William  Fayle  and  fohn  Barcroft ;  the  next 
Day  we  came  to  Old-Callle ,  and  ftaid  a  Meet-  A  Meet¬ 
ing  there;  feveral  Friends  came  to  it  from  0ci 
other  Places,  it  being  their  Men  and  Womens’  il" 
Meeting  Day,  for  ordering  of  Church  Affairs. 

The  next  Day  we  had  a  Meeting  fifteen  Miles 
from  thence,  near  Ballyhayes ,  where  were  Balfy- 
many  Friends,  and  we  were  well  refrefhed,  liayes> 
the  Lord’s  Prefence  and  Goodnefs  being  with 
us. 

The  next  Day  we  travelled  about  thirty 
Miles  into  the  County  of  Armagh ,  and  the  Day  Comity  of 
following  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  We  Armagh, 
were  at  the  Meeting  at  Ballyhagany  at  which  Ballyha- 
were  many  Friends:  We  were  greatly  com-  S:ilu 
forted  together,  and  glad  to  fee  one  another. 

From  thence  we  went  beyond  Charlemount  to  Charle- 
vifit  F  riends,  and  had  a  comfortable  Meeting  mounr- 
with  them,  then  came  back  to  Ballyhagan  to 
their  fifth  Day  Meeting,  and  llaid  there  until 
the  Province  Meeting,  it  being  their  Quarterly- A  Pro- 
Meeting  both  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  or-  vince 
denng  of  Church-Affairs,  which  held  Part  ofSfetin? 
three  Days,  and  was  very  large ;  fo  that  fome 
Friends  faid,  They  never  faw  the  like  there  before. 

And  Friends  were  well  refrefhed,  for  the  Glory 
of  the  Loid  fhined  among  us,  his  Power  was 
over  all,  and  his  beed  in  Dominion.  I  u7as 

helpful 
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1695.  helpful  there  to  Friends,  in  the  Ordering  and 
Managingof  Truth’s  Affairs  in  the  Church,  and 
they  were  willing  and  glad  to  be  advifed,  for 
accept  7  lkat  Lord  Jefas>  who  called  me  into  the 
W.  E’s  Miniftry,  gave  me  a  Meafure  of  Underftand- 
Advice.  jng  jn  the  Ground  of  Church-Government, 
Difcipline  and  Gofpel-Order.  The  Meeting 
ended,  and  Friends  and  Brethren  parted  in 
great  Love,  Union,  and  Comfort  of  the  Lord’s 
Holy  Spirit. 


Now  the  Prieft  of  that  Parifh.  one  Dean 


Dean 


dtetlf  Reader,  had  cited  feveral  Friends  to  the  Bi- 
Friends  to  (hop’s  Court  for  fmall  Tithes,  but  had  a  Defire 
thctu-  to  (peak  with  two  or  three  Friends,  and  hear- 
Court  for  ing  of  me,  had  a  Mind  to  fpeak  with  me  in 
fmall  particular:  So  the  Morning  after  our  Meeting 

Tithe3.  was  over>  jj.  he'ing  the  (econd  Day  of  the  Week, 
three  other  Friends,  with  me,  went  to  his 
Houfe,  where  he  was  ready  to  receive  us:  Wc 
djfcourfed  of  Things  very  moderately,  and  at 

The  Law  Lrge,  f°r  f°me  Hours,  about  Tithes  and  Mini* 
©f the  flers’  Maintenance;  his  great  and  chief  Plea 

thePriefts’  was  ^aw  Land,  and  the  Govern- 

piea  for  ment,  that  gave  it  them ;  and  when  he  had 
Tithes.  ufed  all  his  Arguments  to  ftrengthen  his  Plea, 
and  I  believe,  faw  they  were  all  fully  anfwered, 
he  let  his  Argument  fall:  Then  I  told  him, 


That  1  had  one  Thing  more  to  offer  to  him ,  which 
•was  a  Law,  and  a  great  one ;  which  if  he  would 
do,  1  believed  it  would  end  the  Difference ,  and 
that  was  To  do  as  he  would  be  done  unto ,  which 


f 
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is  the  Royal  Law  of  Christ.  So  we  left  him  169^ 
moderate  and  loving,  parting  friendly. 


That  Day  we  came  to  fohn  Robjons ,  andJ°bnRoI> 
from  thence  to  a  Meeting  at  Lurgan ,  where  ^on* 
were  many  honeft  hearted  Friends,  and  the  Lurgan* 
Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  were  with  us,  to  our 
great  Cemfort  and  Satisfaction.  Next  Day  we 
were  at  Lifnegarvy  Meeting,  where  were  many  Lifnegari 
honeft  tender  Friends,  and  we  were  refrefhed  vy* 
in  the  Lord,  and  glad  to  fee  one  another. 

From  thence  we  came  to  Balhnderry,  and  Ballin- 
ftaid  their  firft  Day  Meeting,  which  was  full  derry* 
and  comfortable  :  Then  to  Grange,  and  refted 
one  Day  with  James  Greenwood ,  I  being  un¬ 
well  So  we  went  to  a  Meeting  near  Toberhead,  Tober- 
and  feveral  Friends  from  Grange  accompanied  ^ieac^* 
us.  On  the  Day  following  we  were  at  a 
Meeting  at  Dunclaudy,  then  returned  back  Dundau- 
again  to  Grange,  and  ftaid  the  firft  Day  Meet¬ 
ing  there,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  alfo  GranS^ 
the  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings  for  the  Keep- 
ing  of  good  Order  in  the  Church,  and  had 
good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  his  Truth  on 
leveral  Accounts.  Honeft  -  hearted  Friends 
were  glad  of  my  Company  and  Service;  fo  we 

parted  well  fatisfied,  and  comforted  with  the 
Lord  s  Goodnefs. 


,  F  n  WC  WCnt  t0  Lur&an  ^  their  IurMn 

fourth  Day  Meeting,  which  was  large  and  full  Melting 
with  Friends  and  other  People,  there  being  a 
Marnage  accoihplifhed  in  the  Meeting  that 

^  Day. 
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Day.  I  fpoke  of  feveral  Things  relating  to 
that  Ordinance  of  Marriage,  as  the  Lord  by 
his  Power  and  Spirit  opened  my  Underftanding, 
and  gave  me  Ability :  It  was  a  heavenly  power¬ 
ful  Meeting.  From  thence  we  went  to  a 
Meeting  the  next  Day  at  Hilfborough ,  accom¬ 
panied  with  many  Friends,  and  had  a  comfort¬ 
able  Meeting,  the  Myfteries  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  were  opened  in  the  Demonflration  of 
the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
his  Teftimony  reached  the  Hearts  of  the  Hear¬ 


ers,  and  God’s  Witnefs  fealed  to  the  Truth  of 
what  was  declared. 


We  rode  that  Night  five  Miles  to  Tobias 
Courtney's ,  and  the  next  Day  to  Lurgan, 
A  large  where  William  Brownlow  and  William  W, illiam- 
a"d  l?:eir-  jon  came  to  meet  me,  and  to  take  their  Leave 
kgateet  of  me,  being  both  ancient  Friends:  We  ftaid 
Lurgan.  the  firft  Day  Meeting,  which  was  very  large 
and  full,  many  Friends  of  other  Meetings 
came  thither,  and  the  Lord  anfwered  their 
Labour  and  good  Defires,  in  blefling  our  Meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Openings  and  Overflowings  of  his 
Word  of  Life  ;  it  was  an  Opportunity  of  Con- 
folation  and  Sweetnefs :  After  which  Meeting 
we  took  Leave  one  of  another,  in  the  Love  of 
God  and  Comfort  of  his  holy  Spirit. 

Next  Morning  we  took  our  Journey  towards 
Month"1' d  Dublin ,  to  our  third  Month  National  Half- 
Half-  Year’s  Meeting,  1695,  in  Company  with 
McctL  Friends  from  the  North,  who  went  up  to  it, 
at  Dublin.  "  here 
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where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Lord’s 
Power  was  with  us,  in  the  Managing  of  Truth’s 
Affairs,  both  in  Dodtrine  and  Difcipline  ;  the 
Meeting  held  moft  of  three  Days,  then  Friends 
parted  in  the  Peace  of  God. 


From  thence  I  went  in  the  Company  of 
many  Friends,  both  of  Leinfter  and  Munfler , 
to  our  Province  Meeting  at  Ca/lledermot ,  where  Province 
Things  (relating  to  a  holy  Difcipline)  were  ^ S? ‘‘.’3 
managed  in  the  Wifdom  of  God,  and  the  dermot.C 
Lord  was  with  us  as  formerly,  in  fuch  Oppor¬ 
tunities  and  Services  which  he  fandfifies  to  his  The  Lord 
People,  and  furnifheth  his  Servants  with  fpi-  furnlfheth 

ritual  Gifts  to  perform,  as  Occafion  requires,  Stable  ta 
and  according  to  the  Service  of  the  Day.  When  the  Ser- 
the  Meeting  was  oyer,  I  took  Leave  of  Friends,  vic.e  r,£* 
fo  returned  to  my  own  Dwelling,  being  ready  qmrcu' 
to  anfwer  the  Lord’s  Service  as  it  prefented, 
according  to  my  Ability  and  Gift  received. 

Soon  after  my  Return  Home,  I  vifited  ,,r 
Friends  at  Dublin ,  Edenderry  and  Mount  rath,  vifethe 
having  Meetings  with  them  at  each  Place.  Meetings 
Our  next  Provincial  Meeting  being  at  the^^r? 
Moat,  I  went  thither,  where  were  Friends  Places/ 
from  feveral  Parts,  and  many  other  People  ; 
we  had  a  good  ferviceable  Meeting,  the  Lord’s 
ancient  Goodnefs  being  with  usj  after  which 
I  went  Home. 


SECT, 
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SECT.  XV. 

In  i6g$,  W.  E.  ninth  federal  others,  did  pre- 
jent  to  the  Legi  future  the  Cafe  of  Friends • 
He  vifits  M under  Province,  and  attends  Na¬ 
tional  and  Provincial  Meetings,  in  •which 
•were  given  feafonable  Admonitions  again/l  Co- 
vetoufnefs,  and  great  Things  of  this  World. 


1695. 

\v~V"0 

The 

Priefts, 

& c.  en¬ 
deavour 


BOUT  this  Time  the  Parliament  met 
at  Dublin,  and  we  understanding  that 
the  Prieds  were  endeavouring  to  get  an  Ad,  to 
recover  Tithes  in  Temporal  Courts,  in  Such 
Manner  as  would  much  prejudice  us,  I  went  to 

to  Recover  Duhlin>  where  I  met  with  other  Friends,  and 
Tithes  in  joined  with  them  in  Service,  for  the  Eafe  of 


Court°ral  Friends>  labcuring  with  many  of  the  Members 
oum‘  of  Parliament,  both  Lords  and  Commons,  as 
ThePre-  alfo  with  Judges,  to  let  them  underdand,  how 

!uchan°f  Pfejudicial  n  would  be  to  the  King’s  Subjeds 
Ait  ihew-  in  general,  and  mod  of  all  to  us.  They  were 
ed  to  the  generally  kind  and  friendly  ;  when  I  had  been 

ofhSa-  concerned  there  fome  Time  in  that  Service, 
meat.  and  alfo  in  Meetings  for  the  Wordiip  of  God, 
I  icturned  Home, 


L'unfter 

From  thence  I  went  to  the  Quarterly  Meet- 

atCait'e-  irs  j°r  Lei  after  at  Cajlledermot,  where  the 
dermot.  Lord's 


Quarterly 
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Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  appeared  mightily  169^. 
with  us,  both  in  our  Meetings  for  Worship,  v-'SrV 
and  in  Men’s  Meetings  for  Truth’s  Affairs,  re¬ 
lating  toDifcipline  in  the  Church.  And  having 
performed  that  Service,  I  rode  again  to  Dublin ,  E. 

in  Company  offeveral  Friends;  and  after fome  pS¥,a.in 
Time  Ipent  there  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  I  °  * 
went  to  a  Meeting  at  Edenderry ,  where  a  Is  at  a 
Marriage  was  folemnized,  and  many  Friends  MarriaSe 
and  others  were  prefent :  An  heavenly  Meet-  deny."1' 
ing  we  had,  and  divine  Things  were  opened  * 
to  the  Underftandings  of  the  People.  That 
Night  I  went  with  my  Son-in-Law,  William 
Tayle,  to  his  Houfe,  and  next  Day  was  at 
Ballynolert  Meeting,  and  fo  returned  -Home :  Baihno. 
Shortly  after  rode  to  Birr,  in  Company  oflert- 

fome  Friends,  to  be  at  the  Burial  of  the  eldeft  Birr. 

Son  of  'Thomas  Winjloe ,  which  being  on  the 
firflDay  ofthe  We'ek,  many  People8 came  to Z^d 
the  Meeting,  and  a!fo  went  with  the  Corps  to  ^ervice  at 
the  Grave- Yard:  I  had  good  Service  for  the Burials< 
Lord,  and  his  Teftimony  was  over  all,  bleffed 
be  Ins  Name  for  ever,  who  gives  Abilities  by 

his  Power  and  good  Spirit,  to  perform  every 
service  he  requires.  7 


™F|0mrtherCe  1  returned  Home,  and  about  a 

Wf4ffiWent  t0.the  Moat>  accompanied 

wi  h  John  Pun  and  JoJhua  Beale ,  to  the  Bu- 
ml  of  Samuel  Strongman, ,  an  honeft  ancient 
Friend:  Vv  e  had  a  large  Meeting  of  Friends 
and  others  and  good  Service  both  at  the 
Meeting  and  Burying- Place  ;  the  Lord’s  Power 

and 
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1695.  and  Teflimony  of  his  blefled  Truth  were  ex- 
alted,  and  all  feemed  to  be  fatisfied  with  what 
was  declared :  After  which  I  returned  Home. 


Province  Soon  after  was  our  Province  Meeting  at 
^  vr'nSr-  Mount  nidi ck  for  the  Worth  ip  of  God  and 
melick.H  Truth’s  Affairs,  in  which  the  Lord’s  bleffed 
Prefence  was  with  us  to  our  Comfort  and  Satis¬ 
faction  ;  afterwards  I  went  to  the  National 
Half-Year’s  Meeting  at  Dublin,  in  the  ninth 
National  Month  1695,  where  were  many  Friends  from 
Half-  feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Lord’s 
Meeting  powerful  Prefence  was  eminently  with  us,  to 
at  Dublin,  our  great  Comfort  and  Encouragement  in  his 
Service. 


Some  Time  after  the  Meeting  was  over,  I 
returned  Home,  from  whence,  after  a  fhort 
Stay  there,  I  went  to  Dublin  again,  in  Com¬ 
pany  with  another  Friend,  where  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  then  fitting,  and  had  before  them  a 
'  Bill  lying,  For  Recovery  of  Tithes,  with  triple 

Triple  Damages  from  fuch  as  did  not  pay  them.  I 
for  Non-  joined  with  Friends  in  addreiling  the  Mem- 
payment  bers  of  Parliament,  and  drawing  up  a  Paper  in 
of  rnhes.  a  generaj  Way,  to  (hew  what  Injuries  and  grojs 

ylbufes  we  had  received  and  fuffered ,  becaufe  for 
Conscience  Jake  we  could  not  pay  Tithes ;  and  how 
that  the  /aid  Bill,  if'  pa/fed  into  a  Law ,  tended 
to  the  Ruining  of  our  Subjiance  and  Families-, 
Henry  Pa- with  other  Reafons  againft  it.  And  a  Copy 
pell  Lord_  thereof  was  ordered  firft  to  be  given  the  Lord 

Jrdapd, °  Deputy,  Henry  Capelf  then  to  be  printed  and 

given 
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given  to  the  Members  of  Parliament,  who  1695. 
readily  heard  us,  and  feemed  very  courteous,  ’-''"V"''-' 
prcmifing  to  do  what  they  could  for  us.  So 
I  left  Dublin  in  the  Company  of  divers  Friends, 
and  came  to  our  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Caftle- 
dermot ,  where  I  met  with  fome  Exercife  by 
a  bitter  Spirit ;  but  by  the  Lord’s  Power,  Pa¬ 
tience  and  Wifdom  in  faithful  Friends  went 
over  it. 

From  thence  I  went  to  the  Widow  Bar - 
croft's  accompanied  with  feveral  Friends,  and 
fettled  iome  Concerns  belonging  to  the  Widow 
and  her  Children ;  fo  returned  Home  accom¬ 
panied  with  one  Friend.  Our  next  Province  Province 
Meeting  being  at  Mount melick ,  I  (laid  until  it  Mcetins 
was  over,  and  foon  after  took  a  Journey  into  mdick!  ^ 
Munfter ,  to  vifit  Friends  in  that  Province,  ac-  Munfter 
ccmpanied  with  Jofhua  Northall  and  fome  Province 
others;  we  went  to  Water for d,  Clonmel ,  Knock- 
Graffan  and  loughal,  having  Meetings  in  thofe 
Places,  and  good  Service  for  the  Lord,  his 
Truth  and  People. 

From  Toughal  we  went  to  Cork ,  in  Company 
of  feveral  Friends  of  that  City,  who  came  to 
meet  us,  we  ftaid  in  Cork  five  Days,  and  had  Province 
feveral  Meetings,  and  were  at  their  Province 
Meeting  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  * 
Affairs,  and  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord 
on  feveral  Accounts,  being  well  refrefhed  in 
the  Lord.  Prom  thence,  accompanied  by 
Friends  both  of  Cork  and  Limerick,  we  rode 

to 
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1695.  to  Cbarlevil,  where  we  had  a  brave  heavenly 
Meeting,  the  glorious  Myfteries  of  Life  and 

Salvation  were  opened  by  the  Spirit  and  Power 
of  Ghrift. 

Limerick,  From  thence  we  went  to  Limerick ,  and 
Birr.  ft&id  there  three  Meetings,  and  fo  to  Birry 
where  feveral  F  riends  from  our  Meeting  met 
us,  and  we  had  a  weighty  Meeting  there.  I 
'  went  Home  to  my  Houfe  in  Company  of 
Friends  on  the  twenty  fifth  Day  of  the  twelfth 

zeaioiwfor  this  Vifit  we  found  a  godly 

Gofpel-  zealous  Concern  upon  feveral  Friends  for  pro- 

Order,  moting  the  clofe  Order  of  the  bleffed  Truth, 
and  pradtifiBg  thereof  to  the  Honour  of  God 
and  Good  of  his  People,  which  we  were  very 
glad  of,  and  our  Service  and  Labour  of  Love 
was  well  accepted,  in  a  brotherly  Condefcen- 
tion  thereto,  under  aSenfe  of  the  Lord’s  Power 
and  Goodnefs  that  was  with  us,  which  makes 
Way  through  all,  and  gave  us  Satisfaction  and 
'  Comfort  in  our  Journey,  bleffed  be  the  Lord 
for  ever. 

*  .  .  , 

Now  our  Quarterly  Meeting  for  the  Province 
Quarterly  of  Leinfter  was  at  hand,  to  be  held  at  Caftle- 

fbr  Lein-  dermot,  Either  I  went,  accompanied  with  fe¬ 
tter.  veral  Friends,  and  we  had  good  Service,  the 
Lord’s  Prefence  being  with  us,  both  in  our 
Meetings  to  worfhip  him,  and  in  Meetings 
for  Church  Dilcipline,  in  which  Friends  were 
clofely  concerned  in  the  Affairs  of  Truth,  and 
to  promote  Gofpel-Order  in  the  Churches. 

This 
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This  Meeting  held  Part  of  three  Days,  when  1605, 
the  Service  of  it  was  over,  I  came  Home  in 
Company  of  many  Friends.  The  next  Morn¬ 
ing  I  rode  to  Maryborough  to  (peak  with  the 
Lord  Chief  Jurtice  Pyne ,  about  fome  Horfes 
taken  from  fome  of  our  Friends. 


Soon  after  this  was  our  Monthly  Meeting  at  Monthly 
Mountmelick ,  which  I  attended,  and  when  the  Mectill§ 
Service  of  it  was  over,  I  went  to  my  Son-in-  melick,  C 
Law  W illiafn  Fayle’s,  and  v  hi  ted  fome  there¬ 
about,  and  from  thence  to  a  Meeting  at  Eden- 
derry,  then  to  IJaae  Fuller’s,  and  fo  to  John 
Cl tb born’s,  vhning  many  Friends’  Families  up 
and  down  in  that  Quarter,  giving  Advice  and 
Admonition  as  Occafion  required ;  alfo  Paid 
their  firff  Day  Meeting  at  the  Moat  5  and  be¬ 
ing  there  preffed  in  Spirit  under  a  Senfe  of 
lome  Mifcarriage,  I  cleared  my  Confcience 
thereof  in  the  Teftimony  of  Jefus.  The  next 
Morning,  being  fecond  Day  of  the  Week,  I 
rode  to  my  own  Houle. 


o°on  after  was  our  Province  Meeting  for  Province 
Leinjter  at  Caftledermct ,  which  held  moil  ofMeeting 
three  Days  for  the  Word)  ip  of  God,  and  or-frCaft:e' 
dering  Church  Affairs.  I  was  there  with  the 
Eiders  and  Brethren,  and  the  Lord’s  Power 
and  Prefence  mightily  appeared  with  and 
among  us,  to  give  us  Wifdom  and  Undemand¬ 
ing;  alfo  a  clofe  Concern  came  upon  us,  to 
fearch  narrowly  into  Matters  relating  to  Friends, 

A  a  and 
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1695.  and  in  particular,  to  keep  out  a  covetous  Spi- 

ThHDarx^  a^tCr  ^  ^’c^es  an^  §reat  Things  of  this 
ger'of  World,  from  among  our  Society,  as  knowing 

.Riches  that  it  furfeits  and  corrupts  the  Mind  and  dark¬ 
ens  the  Underftanding  of  People  where  it  pre¬ 
vails.  And  through  the  Lord’s  Mercy  and 
Goodnefs  there  appeared  a  Concurrence  with 
the  Concern  in  mod  of  Friends.  When  the 
Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  we  parted 
in  much  Satisfa&ion  and  Comfort  of  Spirit :  So 
I  returned  in  the  Company  of  many  Friends, 
and  came  to  my  own  Houfe.  Our  Monthly 
Meeting  being  the  Week  following,  which  I 
alfo  attended. 


SECT.  XVI. 

In  1696,  W.  E.  writes  to  Friends  at  London, 
being  unable  to  go  thither-,  vifits  Ulfler  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  deliberates  about  Marrying  again  : 
Alfo  hath  hard  Exercife  by  a  felfijh  worldly 
Spirit,  the  Danger  whereof  he  lively  defcribes 

by  an  apt  P arable. 

'iOnh  A  BOUT  three  Weeks  after  was  our  Na- 
Nationai  XjL  tional  Half-Years  Meeting  at  Dublin , 
Half-  which  began  the  eighth  Day  of  the  third 
Me  ding  Month,  1696,  and  continued  about  four  Days 

ay  Dublin,  for  the  Worthip  of  God  and  Church  Adairs ; 

many 


/ 


William  Edmundson. 

many  good  and  needful  Things  were  there  dif- 
courfed  of,  and  alTented  to  in  Peace  and  Unity, 
the  Lord’s  blefied  Power  and  Prefence  being 
with  us  to  our  great  Comfort,  making  hard 
Things  eafy. 


At  this  Meeting  I  received  Letters  from  di¬ 
vers  Brethren  in  England ,  earneftly  defiring, 
that  I  would  be  at  London  the  next  Yearly- 
Meeting ;  for  that  the  Public  Service  of  Truth  ' 
required  it :  But  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer  their 
Defire,  becaufe  of  Weaknefs.  So  I  wrote,  and 
fent  a  Letter  with  George  Rooke  and  Nicholas 
Gribble ,  who  intended  to  go  over  to  that  Meet¬ 
ing.  When  the  Service  of  this  our  Meeting 
was  over,  I  came  Home,  accompanied  with 
g  but  was  weak  of  Body.  The 

firfi  Day  following  was  our  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  the  next  firft  Day  after  was  our  Province  Province 
Quarterly  Meeting,  both  at  Mountmelick  to  Meeting 
which  many  came  from  feveral  Parts,  ’and 
heavenly  good  Meetings  we  had,  both  for 
theWorfhip  of  God,  and  Managing  of  Church- 
Affairs,  the  Lord  affifting  and  enduing  us 
with  Wifdom,  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  was 
over  all,  I  had  Ability  given  me  from  the 
Lord  to  anfwer  what  he  required  of  me,  be¬ 
fore  which  my  natural  Strength  was  faint  and 
weak. 

Then  I  continued  about  Home  for  a  while,  M  „ 
keep.ng  to  our  ufual  Meetings,  a„d  when  , 
grew  Ae,i  <md  aole  to  travel,  I  went  to Mun-  Meeting^ 

A  a  a  a  at  f  k,Ji~ 
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1696.  fter.  Province  Meeting,  accompanied  with 
Friends  ;  this  Meeting  was  at  Clonmel ,  in  the 
fifth  Month,  1696,  and  held  two  Days  for 
the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  Managing  Affairs 
of  the  Church,  and  there  were  many  Friends 
from  feveral  Parts.  In  this  Journey  I  had  fe- 
Meetings  veral  Meetings,  as  at  Mountrath ,  Knockbally- 
oimt'  magber,  Waterford ,  Wexford ,  and  the  Monthly 
Meeting  at  Ballinaberny ,  which  was  full  and 
large,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence  ac¬ 
companied,  and  gave  Ability  in  all  Meetings 
and  Services,  many  Hearts  were  tendered  and 
comforted. 


rath, 
Knock- 
ba  Ily¬ 
in  ag  her; 


I  had  alfo  a  Meeting  at  Ifrael  Webfterh,  and 

Province  one  at  Shellaly ,  then  came  to  Cajlledermot  to 

Meeting  our  Province  Meeting,  where  was  a  great  Ap- 

dermofle"  Pearance  Friends  from  feveral  Parts,  and 
many  Friends  in  the  Miniftry  both  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  this  Nation.  This  Meeting  held  Part 
of  three  Days,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Church  Difcipline,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  and 
glorious  Prefence  were  mighty  among  us, 
lfrengthening  our  Hands  in  his  Work,  to  our 
great  Comfort  and  Satisfaction,  both  imme¬ 
diately  and  through  his  Servants.  When  the 
Meeting  was  over,  we  parted  in  the  Love  of 
God,  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  being  in  Do¬ 
minion.  So  I  returned  to  my  Houfe  in  the 
Company  of  Friends,  on  the  feventeenth  Day 
of  the  fixth  Month,  1696. 


Soon  after  which  I  took  a  Journey  into  the  1696. 
Province  of  XJlfter  to  vifit  Friends,  accom- 
panied  with  Jofhua  Northall,  and  fome  others  :^.f* 
We  went  to  Dublin ,  and  It  a  id  there  two  Meet-  Friends  in 
ings  upon  the  firft  Day,  from  thence  Roger  1‘lfter 
Roberts  and  Thomas  ji'fhton  accompanied  ug  1 10' ‘ncc* 
into  the  North ;  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Drog¬ 
heda,  and  the  next  Day  came  to  Ballyhagan, 
to  the  Province  Meeting,  which  held  Part  of 
three  Days,  and  a  great  Affembly  of  Friends 
there  was,  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence 
being  with  us  to  our  great  Comfort  and  Con¬ 
firmation.  The  Service  of  this  Meeting  being 
over,  the  two  Friends  from  Dublin,  aforefaid, 
returned  Home,  and  I  with  the  reft  of  my 
Company  went  over  the  River  Band,  and  River 
had  many  heavenly  comfortable  Meetings  at  Band» 
-feveral  Places,  as  at  Lurgan,  Balhnderry,  LiJ- 
■negarvy,  Grange ,  &c.  In  our  Return  we  had  Meetings 
a  precious  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Lurgan  theieaway 
before  parting,  in  which  we  were  comforted 

and  refrefhed  together,  to  our  great  Satisfac¬ 
tion. 

( 


From  thence  we  took  our  Journey  towards 
Leinjlcr,  accompanied  with  fome  Friends  of 
XJUler  about  forty  Miles,  and  had  a  Meeting 
wiihFrieiids  near  Ballyhooes-,  after  which  theBally- 
iaid  friends,  who  accompanied  us.  returned  liayes- 

Hr'm.e-  ,  We  travelled  next  Day  to  Old-Caflle,  0jd-Caf. 
and  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  there,  and  Be. 
the  Day  following  into  Leinfler  Province  and 
were  at  Friends’  Meeting  at  Edendcrry  the’  next  Eden- 

Day,  deny, 


f 
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1696.  Day,  and  on  the  Day  following  at  Bally  cane 
Meeting  near.  Gejhel,  fo  returned  Home.  I 
& c.  J  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord,  his  Truth  and 

People,  in  this  journey  through  his  Affiftance, 
who  gave  me  Strength  and  Ability  every  Way  • 
bleffed  be  his  Name  for  ever ! 


Mount- 

rath. 


On  the  firft  Day  following  I  went  to  vifit 
Friends  in  their  Meeting  at  Mount  rath ,  and  re- 
turningHome,  abode  thereaway  forfomeTime, 
frequenting  our  own  Meetings,  both  Weekly 
and  Monthly,  as  they  came  inCourfe;  fo  went 
Quarterly  to  our  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Cajlledermot ,  which 

itCaffle-  tW0  Days>  and  the  Lord’s  comfortable 

dermot.  Prefence  being  with  us,  in  a  Senfe  whereof  the 
Affairs  of  Truth  were  managed  in  Peace  and 
Half-Year  Concord.  From  thence  I  went  to  Dublin  in 
Meeting  the  Company  of  feveral  Friends,  to  our  Na- 
«  nab  in.  jjonaj  Half-Year’s  Meeting,  which  begun  the 
eighth  Day  of  the  ninth  Month,  1696,  and 
held  by  Adjournment  four  Days ;  the  Lord’s 
glorious  Prefence  greatly  appeared  both  in  Meet¬ 
ings  for  the  Worfhip  of  him,  and  thofe  for 
managing  Church-Affairs,  which  were  gone 
through  in  Peace  and  Unity,  to  our  great  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  and  Comfort. 

After  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over, 
I  took  my  Leave  of  Friends  and  Brethren  in 
the  Overflowings  of  the  Love  of  God  ;  fo  part¬ 
ed  and  went  homeward,  accompanied  with 
feveral  Friends.  Now  deep  of  Winter  coming 
en,  and  being  unable  to  travel  and  labour 

in 
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in  Truth’s  Service,  as  formerly  I  had  done,  I  1696. 
ffaid  for  fome  Time  about  Home,  attending  v/-VN/ 
Meetings  as  they  fell  in  Courl’e,  both  fix 
Weeks,  Monthly,  and  Weekly,  for  the  Wor- 
fhip  of  God,  and  Services  relating  to  Truth, 

&c.  So  the  Lord’s  Work  went  on  and  Truth 
prevailed ;  which  is  Caufe  of  great  Gladnefs  of 
Heart. 

About  this  Time  it  came  into  my  Mind  to  w  E 
marry,  yet  I  was  not  hafty  to  proceed ;  but  thinks\o 
many  weighty  Things  relating  to  that  Affair  n,a?'y 
came  under  my  Confideration,  and  though  it asaiH* 
would  often  prefent  in  my  Underffanding,  yet 
I  fought  the  Lord’s  Counfel,  and  quietly  waited 
to  know  his  Mind  therein,  until  I  had  his 
gracious  Anfwer,  (in  the  clear  Openings  of  his 
Light  fhining  in  my  Heart)  then  finding  my 
Way  clear  I  acquainted  the  Perfon  towards 
whom  my  Mind  was  drawn  in  that  Refpedt, 
viz.  Mary ,  the  Widow  of  JoJhua  Strongman, 
about  the  Age  of  forty  nine  Years,  whom  I 
had  Ground  to  believe  would  be  a  Comfort  to 
me,  and  helpful  in  my  Family,  being  a  Wo¬ 
man  of  a  good  Underffanding,  and  one  who 
feared  the  Lord. 

« 

* 

After  fome  Time  of  Confideration,  fhe  con- 
fented  thereto,  provided  that  our  Children  and 
Friends  were  fatisfied  therewith:  I  alfo  ac¬ 
quainted  her,  That  if  the  Lord  gave  me  Health 
and  Ability ,  I  muft  fir  ft  go  for  England,  to  per¬ 
form  fome  Service  for  the  Lord  there ,  which  had 

been 
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1696.  been  before  me  for  fame  Time ;  which  (lie  was 
well  iatisfied  with,  being  willing  to  ftay  the 
Lord  s  Time  ;  then  I  abode  fome  Weeks  at 
Home,  being  unwell,  through  Surfeit  of  Colds 
in  my  Travels;  but  our  Quarterly  Meeting  for 
Le infer  Province  being  at  Caftledermct ,  where 
Elders  and  Friends  in  the  Miniftry  ufed  to 
meet,  and  to  make  Enquiry,  Whether  thofe  of 
cur  Society  walked  anjwerable  to  their  Holy  Pro- 
fa  f  ion,  in  blamele/s  Lives  and  Converfations ,  &c. 
In  which  Service  the  Lord’s  Power  and  divine 
Prefence  had  often  been  plentifully  manifefted 
among  us. 


Lelnfler 
Province 
Meeting 
at  Calile- 
dermot. 


I  had  a  great  Defire  to  go  to  this  Meetings 
though  unwel  in  Body;  fo  in  Faith  of  the 
Lord’s  Ability  I  fet  forward,  and  rode  to  Atby 
(fourteen  Miles)  in  fome  Pain,  and  the  next 
Morning  got  to  Caflledermot ,  to  the  Meeting 
of  Elders  and  Brethren  in  the  Miniftry,  where 
an  Account  was  given  from  each  Meeting  in 
our  Province  of  the  State  of  Things  among 
Friends.  My  Spirit  was  under  a  great  Exer- 
cife  for  Truth’s  Teftimony,  and  the  Labours 
of  concerned  Elders  that  were  like  to  come  un¬ 
der  a  worldly  felfifh  Spirit,  wherefore  I,  with 
fome  Elders  and  Brethren,  laboured  hard  a- 
gainft  it,  and  the  Meeting  was  adjourned  untii 
the  next  Day. 


The 

Meeting 
for  Difci- 
pline  diffi¬ 
cult* 


I  fpent  that  Night  in  fome  Trouble  of  Mind 
for  the  Teftimony  of  Truth,  and  befought  the 
Lord  for  his  Affiftance,  the  next  Morning 

early 


William  Edmundsom.'  185 

early  we  met  again,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  1696. 
broke  through  all  Opposition,  his  Testimony 
came  over  all,  and  Things  returned  into  their 
right  Channel  to  our  great  Comfort.  Here, 
according  to  Order  eftabliShed  among  us,  I 
acquainted  the  Elders  with  my  Purpofe  of going 
for  W ales  and  England ,  (towards  the  Spring) 
to  perform  Some  Service  in  Truth’s  Testimony, 
that  was  before  me,  and  they  feemed  to  be  well 
fatisfied  therewith. 

Then  Things  being  concluded  among  the 
Elders,  we  all  went  into  the  public  Meeting 
for  the  WorShip  of  God,  where  in  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  I  bore  a  Tefti- 
mon>q  and  by  a  Parable  _  warned  Friends  of  APanbIe 
the  My  fiery  cf  Satan,  in  his  1 working  'with  Mart,  thewing 
b  drawing  his  Mind  into  the  Things  of  this'M Y 
World,  comparing  it  to  the  Hoot  of  a  Tree,  that  ful  iaDi- 
fhoots  downward  too  deep  into  the  Ground,  from  v*ne 
the  very  Heart  of  the  Tree ,  and  caufes  the  Thinss* 
Growth  of  much  Wood  and  high  Branches,  but 
brings  foi  th  little  or  no  Fruit.  From  which 
was  opened,  in  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  Danger  of  Riches,  and  great  Concerns  of 
the  Things  of  this  World.  Friends  Under¬ 
standings  were  opened,  the  Witnefs  of  God 
reached,  and  many  tendered  in  their  Spirits. 

This  Meeting  heid  by  Adjournment  three 
Days,  in  which  the  Lord  renewed  my  Strength 
and  I  was  glad  that  I  was  there  for  the  Seri 
vice  fake.  When  it  was'  over,  I  ■  returned 

®  ^  Home. 
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1696.  Home.  This  was  in  the  End  of  the  eleventh 
Month,  1696* 


^  l  .  .. —  ...  — *— j|fr 

V  '  ■ 

SECT.  XVII. 

In  1697,  he  goes  over  to  tbs  Yearly-Meetings  at 
London,  Wales,  Briftol  and  Colchefter,  vifits 
feveral  Meetings  through  England  and  Wales 
jor  about  /even  Months  then  after  his  Return 
he Jblemnizes  his  Marriage  with  M.  Strangman 
in  Mountmelick. 


1697. 

A  Meet¬ 
ing  at  the 
Moat, 


O  O  N  after  this  I  went  to  the  Moat,  and 
was  at  their  Meeting  on  firft  Day,  and 
{laid  until  third  Day,  there  being  a  Marriage, 
and  many  Peopleatit,  both  Friends  and  others, 
where  I  had  good  Service  for  Truth ;  and  the 
next  Day  went  Home,  and  on  the  firft  Day 
following  was  at  our  Monthly-Meeting  in 
Mountmelick ,  where  I  acquainted  Friends  in 
the  Men's  Meeting  of  my  Intention  of  going 
for  England  fhortly  in  Truth’s  Service,  and 
defired  their  Certificate  according  to  the  Order 
eftablifhed  among  us,  which  accordingly  was 
given. 

r  Our  Province  Meeting  for  Leinfler  was  alfo 
Province  at  Mountmelick ,  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the  firft 
Meeting  iyronth  i6q7,  and  lafted  two  Days  in  the 
* Mount- mou  ’  W>  Worfhip 

ire.  * 


Monthly- 
Meeting 
at  Mount- 
mdick* 
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Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Affairs,  being  a  1697. 
powerful  and  confolating  Meeting,  many 
Friends  were  there  from  feveral  Quarters,  and 
we  took  Leave  one  of  another  in  the  fweet 
tender  Love  of  God.  On  the  fixteenth  Day  of 
the  faid  Month,  I  took  Leave  of  my  Family, 

(who  were  forrowful  to  part  with  me)  and  came 
to  Dublin  the  eighteenth  Day  of  the  fame, 
there  I  flaid  three  Meetings  in  Dublin ,  the  Three 
laft  was  a  mighty  powerful  Meeting,  and  Meetings 
Things  declared  and  opened  in  the  Power  of at  Dablul* 
God,  not  to  be  forgotten. 

After  the  faid  Meeting,  that  Evening  being 
the  three  and  twentieth  Day  of  the  firft  Month 
aforefaid,  I  went  on  Board  the  Mary  Yatch 
bound  for  Holyhead  in  Wales ,  many  Friends 
went  to  the  Water-fide  with  me,  where  we 
took  Leave  one  of  another  in  the  tender  Love 
of  God ;  but  three  Friends  were  willing  to 
bear  me  Company  in  the  Lord’s  Service,  viz. 

Roger  Roberts ,  George  Rooke,  and  John  Bar- 
croft  :  That  Night  we  lay  at  Anchor  in  Dub¬ 
lin  Harbour,  the  next  Morning  fet  Sail  and 
landed  at  Holyhead  about  Noon  the  Day  fol-  \V.  E. 

lowing,  being  the  twenty  fifth  of  the  Month  la,Kls  at 
aforefaid.  ■  Holyhead 


The  next  Day  we  took  our  Journey,  and 
that  Night  lodged  at  Bangor ;  we  hired  a  Guide 
over  the  Mountains,  and  came  to  Glanroujl 
about  tLe  middle  of  the  next  Day,  being  the 
feventh  Day  of  the  Week,  and  twenty  feventh 
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1,697.  of  the  Month,  where  we  met  with  a  Youth,  a 
Shopkeeper,  a  Frieno’s  Son,  Jofeph  Ellis,  who 
much  ddired  we  would  have  a  Meeting  there, 
it  being  a  Place  where  no  Meeting  of  Friends 
was  Jeiiled ;  fo  finding  Freedom  and  Willing- 
A  Meet-  nt/~s  thereunto,  we  got  a  Meeting  at  the  Inn 
pg  at  where  we  lodged:  And  although  the  Parifh- 
Cianroiift.  Prieft  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  hinder  it, 
yet  many  People  came  into  and  about  the  Houfe 
within  Hearing,  and  the  Dodtrine  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Chrifl  was  preached  in  the  Demonftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God:  So  the 
Lord’s  Power  and  Authority  went  over  them, 
and  kept  them  quiet;  fome  were  reached  with 
the  Teftimony  of  Truth* 


David 


meets 


Dogelly. 

pojobran. 

Year’v- 

J 

Meeting 
of  Wale's 
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After  the  Meeting  was  over,  it  being  firfl: 
Day  of  the  Week,  David  Jones ,  a  Friend, - 
came  there  to  meet  us,  we  went  that  Night 
Home  with  him  (about  eleven  Miles)  and 
refted  the  next  Day,  where  we  had  a  Meeting 
on  the  Day  following,  and  were  refrefhed  in 
the  Lord,  and  one  in  another;  then  we  went 
to  a  Meeting  near  Do/gelly,  at  the  Houfe  of 
Lewis  Owen's ,  and  from  thence  to  Dolobran , 
to  Charles  Lkydh  Houfe,  and  had  two  Meet¬ 
ings  there.  From  thence  to  Llanydlos  in  the 
Company  of  feveral  Friends  of  thofe  Parts,  to 
the  Yearly-Meeting  for  IV ale  which  held 
two  Days  for  the  Wo r (hip  of  God  and  Church- 
Affairs.  I  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and 
the  Good  of  his  People,  the  Lord’s  mighty 
Power  broke  forth  among  us,  which  brought 


many 
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many  under  his  heavenly  Teftimony  ;  fo  that 
many  bore  Witnefs  to  the  Truth,  of  what  was 
offered  in  the  Word  of  Life  relating  to  Church- 
Government  among  Friends. 

\ 

When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over, 
George  Rooke  went  into  South-Wales  in  Com¬ 
pany  with  Friends  to  Haver ford-Weft,  and  I, 
with  Roger  Roberts  and  "John  Barcroft,  came 
to  Roger  Hugh's  Houle  twelve  Miles,  and  the 
next  Day  had  a  Meeting  there.  I  was  very 
unwel  in  Body,  having  got  Cold,  which  much 
difabled  me;  yet  I  travelled  to  Lemfter,  there 
on  the  fir  ft  Day  of  the  Week  we  had  a  large 
Meet'ng  in  Friends’  Meeting-Houfe,  where 
Things  relating  to  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  were 
opened  in  the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and 
Power  of  God  ;  many  being  reached,  confeffed 
to  the  T  ruth  of  what  was  fpoken.  After  the 
Meeting  was  over,  I  was  very  unwel  with 
Pain  and  Weaknels  in  Body,  which  feized 
clofely  on  me,  and  caufed  me  to  lie  down  ; 
then  a  Dodor  in  that  Town,  who  had  been  at 
tne  aforefaid  Meeting,  and  in  whom  the  Wit¬ 
nefs  of  God  was  reached,  that  witnelfed  to  the 
Truth  of  what  was  fpoken,  hearing  of  my 
lying  weak,  offered  freely  to  ferve  me  Day  or 
Night,  according  to  the  utmoft  of  hia  Skill,  to 
recover  my  Health  and  Strength,  and  was  very 

careful  of  me,  in  applying  Things  that  were 
beneficial. 
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I  ftaid  there  two  Weeks  at  'Timothy  Tcwn/on's 
Houfe,  Roger  Roberts  alfo  ftaid  with  me,  and 
was  very  helpful,  John  Barcroft  being  gone 
to  War  wick  (hire.  Now  in  that  two  Weeks’ 
Time  of  Weaknefs,  I  had  three  Meetings 
with  Friends  in  the  Houfe  where  I  lodged, 
not  being  able  to  go  to  the  Meeting-Houfe, 
and  I  laid  before  them  their  Shortnefs  in  mana¬ 
ging  the  Lord’s  Bufmefs  in  Men  and  Womens 
Meetings,  by  Reafon  whereof  the  Authority  of  their 
Meeting  was  much  lejjened,  and  the  Service  of 
Truth  not  anjwered. 
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Now  John  Barcroft  being  returned  to  us, 
and  I  being  much  recovered  from  Pain, 
(though  weak)  was  willing  to  go  on  my  Jour¬ 
ney,  fo  with  my  two  Companions  and  Timo-> 
thy  Townfon  I  rode  to  Rofs  the  twenty  fixth 
Day  of  the  fecond  Month,  1697,  being  weak 
and  full  of  Painj  yet  travelled  the  next  Day 
with  my  faid  Companions  to  Gloucefler,  and 
at  the  Requeft  of  Friends  there,  ftaid  a  Meet¬ 
ing,  which  was  appointed  the  next  Day,  and 
was  large ;  I  was  {Lengthened  to  anfwer  the 
Service  in  the  Meeting,  and  the  Lord’s  Power 
was  gracioufly  manifested,  which  healed  me; 
After  the  Meeting  was  over,  I  lent  for  fe- 
veral  Friends  of  that  Meeting  to  my  Lodg¬ 
ing,  and  difcourfed  them  about  Things  that 
were  amifs  among  them,  relating  to  Truth's 
Affairs. 


The 
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The  next  Day  we  rode  to  Nailfworth  ten 
Miles,  where  was  a  Meeting  and  a  Marriage  ; 
I  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord.  The  next 
Day  we  rode  to  Brillol  to  the  Yearly-Meeting 
for  eight  Counties,  which  held  four  Days, 
many  Elders  and  Brethren  being  there,  and 
the  heavenly  glorious  Power  of  the  Lord  ac¬ 
companied  the  Service.  I  had  feveral  Oppor¬ 
tunities  to  fpeak  to  Minifters,  Elders  and  others 
in  their  feveral  Stations  and  Services  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift ;  and  the  Lord’s  eminent 
glorious  Power  went  over  all,  whereby  many 
Hearts  were  made  glad,  and  thankful  to  the 
Lord  for  that  Vifit  and  Service.  So  in  the 
Sweetnefs  of  the  Love  of  God,  and  bright  glo¬ 
rious  Shining  of  his  Power,  I  took  my  Leave 
of  Friends,  and,  with  my  three  Companions 
from  Ireland,  went  to  Meljham ,  William  Penn 
and  feveral  others  fet  us  on  our  Way  fome 
Miles ;  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Mel(ham  on  a  firft 
Day,  to  which  many,  came  from  feveral  Places, 
and  the  heavenly  Do&rine  of-  Truth  was 
preached  to  them,  in  the  Demonftration  of  the 
Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrift.  The  next  Day 
we  went  to  Chippenham,  and  had  two  Meet¬ 
ings  there,  and  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and 
his  Truth.  From  thence  to  Cain ,  and  had  a 
Meeting  there,  to  which  came  feveral  Separates, 

and  the  Lord’s  Power  in  his  Teftimony  went 
over  all. 
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After  the  Meeting  was  over  we  rode  to  1 
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1697.  coming  together,  fat  down  to  wait  on  the  Lord, 
and  were  comforted  one  in  another,  then  parted 
in  the  Love  of  God  and  Senfe  of  his  Goodnefs. 
Newl-mry.  After  which  we  rode  that  Day  to  Newbury, 
Ore.  from  thence  to  Ore,  where  we  had  a  Meeting 
next  Day,  and  the  Lord’s  glorious  Power  was 
with  us ;  many  heavenly  divine  Things  were 
opened,  in  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Kingdom  of 
-  Chrift. 

Reading,  From  thence  we  went  to  Reading,  and  on 
the  Day  following  had  two  Meetings  there, 
being  firfl;  Day  of  the  Week  ;  feveral  of  the 
Separates  came  to  it,  and  the  Teftimony  of 
Truth,  in  the  Authority  of  the  Lord’s  bleifed 
Power,  went  over  all.  The  next  Day  we  came 
h;<t.  to  Higb-Wickham,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  on 
Wickham  the  Day  following ;  after  which  that  Night 
we  went  to  Tho?nas  El/wood’s  Houfe,  and  on 
the  next  Day  had  a  comfortable  Meeting  in 
their  Meeting-Houfe  at  Jordan,  and  were  re- 
frefhed  in  the  Lord. 

We  lodged  that  Night  at  Richard  Bakers, 
who  accompanied  us  the  next  Day  to  the 
Yearly-Meeting  at  London,  being  the  twentieth 
Day  of  the  third  Month,  1697,  where  I  and 
my  three  Companions  aforefaid,  tarried  about 
ten  Days  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  and  were  at 
many  heavenly  Meetings,  both  for  the  Wor- 
fhip  of  God  and  Men’s  Meetings  for  managing 
Truth’s  Affairs,  relating  to  Church-Govern¬ 
ment:  I  had  great  Service  on  feveral  Accounts 
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in  that  City,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  went  over  1697. 
all.  When  the  Service  was  over  I  parted  with 
Elders  and  Brethren  in  the  tender  Love  of 
God,  and  took  my  Journey  towards  Colchefter , 
accompanied  with  George  Rooke ,  and  Samuel 
IV aide n field,  feveral  Friends  of  London  accom¬ 
panying  us  our  firft  Day’s  Journey,  {Roger  Ro¬ 
berts  and  John  Barcroft  left  us  at  London ,  and 
went  towards  Ireland )  we  had  feveral  fervice- 
able  powerful  Meetings  in  our  journey  to  Col¬ 
chefter,  and  were  there  at  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Yearly 
which  lafted  part  of  three  Days,  and  a  great  Meeting 
Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts.  I 
had  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  his  blefied. 

Truth  in  divers  Refpe&s,  and  in  the  heavenly 
Authority  of  the  Lord’s  Power,  his  Teftimony 
went  over  all,  both  in  Dodtrine  and  Difcipiine, 
to  the  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  of  Eiders  and 
Friends. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 

I  travelled  towards  Norwich  accompanied  with 
George  Rooke  and  Samuel  Waldenfielct aforefaid, 
and  had  feveral  precious  ferviceable  Meetings  s  . 
by  the  Way;  we  were  at  Norwich  on  a  fir  ft  Meetings 
Day,  at  two  Meetings,  and  the  fecond  Day  injke 
being  their  Monthly  Men  and  Women’s  Meet- Norwich, 
ing  ror  1  ruth  s  BufineSs;  I  had  much  Service, 
and  good  Opportunity  to  fpeak  to  feveral  ne- 
celTary  Things  relating  to  Church-Government. 

The  next  Day  we  came  to  another.  Meeting 
e.’gnt  Allies  from  thence,  accomoanied  with 
feveral  Friends  from  Norwich,  and  had  ano- 

C  c  ther 
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1697.  ther  Meeting  the  next  Day  but  one,  about 
twenty  feven  Miles  diftant ;  after  which  Meet¬ 
ing  Samuel  IV alien  field  left  us,  and  went  to 
Edmundfbury  to  a  Meeting  there. 

I  went  to  (a  Place  called)  St.  Ives,  accom¬ 
panied  with  George  Rooke ,  where  we  had  a 
A  great  great  Meeting,  and  gcod  Service  for  the  Lord 
Meeting  to  the  Comfort  of  Friends.  After  the  Meeting 
at  St.  Ives  was  over,  we  took  our  Leave  of  Friends,  part¬ 
ing  in  the  tender  Love  of  God,  and  that  Night 
Ramfey.  came  to  Ramfey,  and  the  next  Day  to  Ireby, 
Ireby.  about  forty  Miles;  and  the  next  Morning  were 
A  Meet-  at  the  Meeting  in  Nottingham ,  where  was  a 
nig  and  a  Marriage,  and  a  great  Rumour  being  fpread 

at  Not-  before-hand,  there  gathered  a  great  Concourfe 
tingiuun.  of  People,  and  fome  of  them  were  refllefs 
by  reafon  of  the  Throng.  After  the  Meet- 
Mansfield.  ing  we  roc^e  to  Mansfield  and  ftaid  a  Meeting 
there. 

On  the  Day  following  John  Gratton  and 
feveral  Friends  came  thither,  he  went  with  us 
to  ’Vhomas  Brockfhaw's ,  and  the  next  Morning 
he  and  George  Rooke  went  to  a  Meeting  eight 
Miles  off,  after  which  George  Rooke  came  to 
me  again,  and  on  firl!  Day  we  had  a  heavenly 
Tupton.  powerful  Meeting  at  Tupton ,  then  we  went  to 
pfohn  Grattons  Houfe,  accompanied  with  fe* 
veral  Friends,  and  the  next  Day  accompanied 
by  jfohn  Gratton  about  ten  Miles,  we  rode  TO 
Mi  Even-  gfOCkport  in  Che  (hire,  where  we  had  a  Meet¬ 
ing  ^tCt"  ing  that  Evening,  and  on  the  Day  following 
Stockport  -  Benjamin 
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'Benjamin  Bangs  came  with  us  to  William  i697* 
Barm's  Houle  at  Sankey  in  Lancaf.nre ,  and 
we  went  the  fame  Day  to  Liverpool,  being  the  Liverpool 
laft  Day  of  the  fourth  Month,  1697. 

There  we  abode  fome.  Days  at  Robert  Hay- 
dock's,  and  had  a  Meeting,  to  which  Friends 
came  out  of  the  Country.  From  thence  we 
travelled  to  Chefter,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  Chefler. 
on  the  firft  Day,  many  Friends  of  the  Country 
came  to  if.  Here  I  parted  with  George  Rooke, 
having  a  Concern  on  my  Mind  to  vifit  fome 
Meetings  in  leverai  Counties,  fo  that  Night  I 
went  to  John  Merrick's  in  Che  ft:  ire,  where  John Mer- 
Friends  who  lived  leverai  Miles  diftant  cameri.ckin 
to  lee  me.  I  was  at  a  Meeting  at  MiMewich^ht j^’ 
the  next  Day,  and  or;  the  Day  following  hadw;ch. 
one  at  Fran  ley,  the  Lord’s  Power  enabled  me  p  , 
to  perform  his  Service  in  his  heavenly  Tefti- 
inony,  which  was  acceptable  to  Friends  on 
leverai  Accounts,  who  were  glad  and  well  re- 
frelhed. 

_  The  next  Day  I  went  to  Penketh  in  Lane  a-  Pc.lUctL 
fire,  and  was  at  a  Meeting  there  on  a  firft 
Day,  which  was  iarge  and  full,  many  Friends 
came  to  it  from  Che/hire,  and  other  Places :  I 
was  alio  at  their  Monthly  Men  and  Women’s 
Meetings  for  Truth’s  Affairs,  where  the  Lord’s 
Power  did  mightily  appear,  and  I  had  good 
Service  in  divers  Refpedts;  then  travelling  to¬ 
wards  York  Poire,  I  came  to  John  Acricke's 
and  had  a  Meeting  near  Qaln, '  which  was  %il 
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1697.  and  large,  and  another  four  Miles  from  thence: 
So  went  to  Ireton,  and  had  a  Meeting  there 
on  a  firft  Day,  which  was  very  large,  many 
Friends  came  far  to  it,  the  Lord’s  Power  was 
greatly  manifefted  therein,  and  the  Myfteries 
of  God’s  Kingdom  wonderfully  opened,  to 
the  Comfort  and  Satisfadtion  of  that  great 
Congregation. 
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From  thence  I  went  to  Sfeeton,  and  had  a 
Meeting  there ;  from  thence  to  Bradford , 
and  had  a  Meeting  two  Miles  off  from  thence  ; 
fo  to  Burton ,  and  had  a  Meeting  at  Michael 
Millers  Houfe  on  a  firft  Day  ;  from  thence 
to  Pomfret  and  had  a  Meeting  there ;  from 
thence  to  Selby ,  and  had  a  Meeting  ;*and  the 
.  next  Day  to  their  Monthly  Meeting  at  Tuck- 
‘with-,  and  from  thence  to  fork,  and  had 
two  Meetings  there  on  a  firft  Day,  the  Lord’s 
heavenly  Power  accompanied  us  to  our  great 
Cpmfort  and  Satisfadtion.  From  York  I  went 
towards  Burlington,  having  fent  Word  before, 
to  have  a  Meeting  there  the  next  Day  ;  and 
from  thence  to  Scarborough,  and  had  a  Meet¬ 
ing  there,  Friends  were  tender  and  well  re- 
f  refined. 


'Whitby.  Then  I  went  to  Whitby  and  had  a  Meeting; 
Giito-  and  from  thence  to  Gijborougb ,  where  fojeph 
rough  Jnman ,  a  Friend  from  Ireland,  who  had  come 

over  to  vifit  his  Relations,  met  me,  and  ac¬ 
companied  me  until  I  returned  again  to  Ireland: 
At  Gijborcughl  had  a  Meeting  on  a  firft  Day, 

to 
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to  which  came  many  Friends  from  feveral  1697, 
Places,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  mightily  appeared 
among  us;  many  precious  Things  were  opened, 
and  dole  Gofpel  Order  recommended,  which 
was  very  needful  there,  and  in  many  Places, 
wherefore  it  lay  upon  me  to  dir  up  Friends  to 
their  Duty  in  Gofpel  Difcipline.  Then  I  went 
into  Bijhcprick  to  Stockton ,  and  a  living  power-  Stocktca. 
ful  Meeting  we  had  there  ;  and  from  thence 
into  Burlington ,  and  fo  to  Raby,  and  had  a  Darling- 
Meeting  there ;  and  from  thence  over  Stainmoor  tou- 
to  Sedgberg,  and  had  a  Meeting  at  Friends’  Ray  by. 
Meeting- Houfe  on  a  firft  Day,  which  was  £edS’uerg* 
large  and  very  full,  many  Friends  coming  far 
thereto,  we  were  well  refrefhed  and  comforted 
in  the  Lord.  So  we  parted  in  the  Love  of 

God,  and  i'weet  Peace  and  Unity  one  with 
another. 


•  •  -  *  v  '  7  '  *  ,  - 

From  thence  I  went  to  Kendal,  and  had  a 
Meeting  there  ;  from  thence  to  Cumberland , 
and  was  at  a  Meeting  at  Pardjey-cragg ;  fo  to* 
that  County  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting  for 
Church  Affairs ;  and  from  thence  to  the  Bor¬ 
der-Meeting  on  a  fir  ft  Day;  and  the  next  Day 
bung  the  thirtieth  of  the  fixth  Month,  we 
took  our  Journey  into  Scotland,  and  got’ that 
Night  to  Bum  frieze,  being  twenty  four  Miles  ; 
end  the  next  Day  to  Money goff  about  forty 
.vines ;  and  io  to  Port- Patrick,  where  I  fent 
back  my  Horfe  with  John  Rutlidge  and  Henry 
Jve/on,  two  Friends  that  came  from  Cumber- 
land  to  accompany  us  to  this  Port. 

Next 
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1697.  Next  Day  we  took  Boat,  and  on  the  Day 
following  landed  at  Dunnaghadee  in  Ireland, 

Iw'deeTa  being  the  third  Day  of  the  feventh  Month, 
Ireland,  1697,  there  I  hired  a  Horfe,  and  rode  to  LiJ- 
Lifne-  negarvy  twenty  Miles;  and  from  thence  to 
garvy.  Richard  Boyes's,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  on 
lurgan.  a  firft  Day  ;  fo  to  Lurgan ,  and  had  a  Meeting 
Baliy-  there ;  and  from  thence  to  Ballyhagan ,  and 
liagan.  v/as  at  the  Province  Meeting,  which  held  part 
The  Fro-  0f  two  Days,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Af- 

"Vince  J  1 

Meeting  fairs  °f  the  Church.  Then  I  went  to  Dublin 
in  Company  with  feveral  Friends,  who  had  a 
The  Par.  Service  to  attend  there  :  The  Parliament  then 
liament  fit  fitting,  I  tarried  a  Week  there,  and  attended 
at  Oubjiii.  jy[eetjngS  as  they  came  in  Courfe.  Then  took 

my  Journey  homewards,  feveral  Friends  ac¬ 
companying  me,  and  the  next  Day  came  to 
RofTen-  my  Houfe  near  Rojfenallis ,  being  the  twenty 
ailis-  fecond  Day  of  the  feventh  Month,  1697,  where 
I  found  my  Family  well,  through  the  Lord’s 
Prelervation,  who  drew  me  from  them  in  his 
Service,  and  enabled  me  to  perform  it,  for  the 
Good  of  many,  to  his  Praife  and  Honour, 
who  is  worthy  for  ever. 


Soon  after  was  our  Monthly  Meeting  at 
w.  e.  Mount  me  lick ,  where  I  and  Mary  Strangman 
and  M.  S.  prefented  our  Intentions  of  Marriage  to  the 

their  In-  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings,  and  in  the  Week 
tendons  of  following  prefented  it  again  to  the  Province 
Marriage,  jvfeeting  at  Call leder mat ,  where  the  Lord  was 
with  u?.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 

was 
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was  over,  which  held  part  of  three  Days,  I 
came  to  Mountmelick. 
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Soon  after  I  went  to  Mountrath ,  and  ftaid 
two  Meetings ;  but  the  Parliament  being  to  fit 
in  Dublin ,  and  the  Bifhops  and  Priefts  having 
prepared  two  Bills  to  pafs  into  Ads  about  their 
Tithes  and  Maintenance,  which  were  like  to 
fall  heavy  on  Friends,  (if  granted.)  I  rode  to 
Dublin,  accompanied  with  Gerffon  Boat  and 
James  Hutcbinfon ,  and  joined  with  Friends  in 
tiling  our  Endeavours  with  the  Members  of 
Parliament,  to  flop  the  Priefts’  Proceeding,  and 
in  order  thereto  we  drew  up  in  Writing  our 
Objedions,  and  ordered  them  to  be  printed 
in  Readinefs  to  give  in  to  the  Parliament,  when 
the  Priefts’  Bills  came  into  the  Houfe :  We 
like  wife  went  to  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices,  the 
Lord  of  Galway,  and  v  acquainted  him  how 
thoje  Bills,  if  they  faffed  into  Adis,  would  de- 
ftroy  the  Fruits  of  our  Labours:  Alfo  gave  him 
a  Paper,  that  he  might  fee  what  the  Priefts  and 
their  Servants  had  taken  from  us  without  thofe 
Laws;  whereby  he  might  judge,  what  they  would 
do  if  thofe  Bills  pa  fled  into  Laws.  We  did  the 
like  to  the  Chancellor,  and  feveral  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  Men,  who  feemed  to  be  courteous  and 
Concerned  for  us.  Having  put  Things  in  as 
good  Order  as  well  could  be,  to  anfwer  our 
Oppofers,  (the  Parliament  alfo  adjourning  for 
one  Week)  I  left  Dublin  and  came  to  Mount- 
me accompanied  with  two  Friends* 


Mcunt- 

melick. 

Mount- 

rath. 


W.  E. 

goes  to 

to  Dublin* 


Objections 
again#  an 
injurious 
Tithe  Bill 
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Soon  after  was  our  Half-Year’s  Meeting  in 
Dublin ,  and  I  went  thither  accompanied  with 
feveral  Friends,  where,  with  other  Sincere  Bre¬ 
thren,  we  were  under  an  Exercife  for  the  Pro¬ 
motion  of  Truth,  and  removing  of  thofe  Things 
which  hinder  the  Profperity  thereof.  Alfo  a 
Minute  was  fent  from  that  Meeting  to  the  fe- 
veral  Provinces,  adviling  Friends  to  watch 
againft  fuch  hurtful  Things.  After  the  Meet¬ 
ing  was  over,  I  went  Home  to  my  Houle,  and 
was  very  unwei  for  fome  Time,  partly  by  Cold, 
and  partly  by  Occafion  of  the  Exercife  I  had 
been  under  for  Truth’s  Sake;  but  the  Lord’s 
Power  carried  me  over  and  healed  me. 


Now  Friends  having  had  my  Intentions  of 
Marriage  with  Mary  Strongman  under  their 
Confideration  for  fome  Time,  in  Men  and  Wo¬ 
men’s  Meetings,  and  Enquiry  being  made,  and 
all  Things  clear;  alfo  public  Notice  given  of 
the  Time  and  Place,  upon  the  firft  Day  of  the 
tenth  Month,  and  fourth  of  the  Week,  1697, 
before  a  public  Aflembly  in  our  ufual  Meeting- 
His  Mar-  Houfe  at  Mount melick,  we  took  each  other  in 
riagefo-  Marriage:  In  which  weighty  Affair  the  Lord’s 
kmnized,  j-jeavenjy  Prefencte  actcompaniedi  us,  to  our  great 

Comfort  and  Confirmation  ;  and  many  in  that 
Meeting  being  fenfible  thereof,  were  refrellled 
in  their  Spirits ;  alfo  feveral  Teftimonies  born 
to  the  Lord’s  Goodnefs,  which  attended  us  in 
that  Ordinance,  everlafting  Praife  to  his  worthy 
Name  for  ever.  Amen. 


Now 
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Now  I  continued  fome  few  Weeks  at  my  own  1697. 
Houfe,  keeping  to  our  Meetings  as  they  fell  in  '-/"V"'-', 
Courfe,  until  our  Province  Quarterly-Meeting  Q,,arteriy 
at  Caftledermot ,  where  I  was  under  fome  Exer-  Meeting 
cife,  but  the  Lord’s  Power  and  heavenly  Tefti- 
mony  prevailed,  and  the  Service  of  Truth  went 
on,  fo  that  we  had  a  comfortable  heavenly 
Meeting,  and  Friends  were  refrefhed  in  the 
Lord.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was 
over,  which  held  part  of  three  Days  in  the  Wor- 
fhip  of  God  and  public  Service  in  Truth’s  Af¬ 
fairs,  I  went  Home,  in  Company  with  feveral 
Friends,  and  duly  attended  the  Service  of  our 
Meetings,  as  appointed,  and  the  Lord  blelfed 
his  Work,  and  his  concerned  Servants  therein 
although  a  worldly  felfifh  Spirit  in  fome  drag¬ 
gled  hard,  yet  the  Lord  crowned  hisTeftimony 
with  Dominion,  his  heavenly  Power  and  Prq- 
fence  appeared  with  us  and  for  us,  againft  that 
Spirit,  which  fo  predominated  in  fome. 


,  !< 
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SECT.  XVIII. 

In  1698,  he  vifits  Friends  in  the  North  o/' Ire¬ 
land.  His  wife  Gounfel  in  a  difficult  Strait  at 
the  Province  Meeting.  In  1699,  hisVifit 
to  Ulfter,  and fome  Fart  of  Connaught.  At 
,  Rapho  and  Sligo  the  Priefls  made  fome  Oppo- 
ftion.  He  fettles  a  Meeting  at  H.  Hamil¬ 
ton’.?,  and  joins  with  Friends  in  their  Pro - 
vincial  Vifit'. 

1698.  A  T  our  following  National  Meeting  at 
x"JL  Dublin  in  the  third  Month,  1698,  fe- 
veral  Teftimonies  were  born  in  Public,  againft 
A  felfiih  that  worldly  earthly  Spirit,  by  approved  Bre- 
fdMcd  fhren  both  of  England  and  this  Nation,  in  the 
againft.  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
God,  which  was  glorious  among  us  there,  as 
at  other  Meetings  upon  Truth’s  Service.  So 
returning  Home  after  the  Service  was  over,  I 
kept  to  Meetings  about  us,  and  was  at  our  next 
Province  Province  Meeting  at  Caflledermot ,  where  the 
Meeting  Lord’s  fweet,  comfortable  Prefence  was  with 
dermot6"  us>  anc*  Matters  relating  to  Church  Order  and 
Difcipline  were  clofely  proceeded  on  with 
Unity  and  Love,  to  the  great  Satisfaction  of 
faithful  concerned  Fiiends.  When  the  Ser¬ 


vice 
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vice  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  which  Iafted  i6.,8. 
part  of  three  Days,  I  returned  Home  in  the 
Company  of  Friends,  and  kept  to  Meetings 
about  us,  and  to  the  Service  of  them  as  ufual. 


In  the  fixth  Month,  1698,  I  travelled  into 
the  North,  accompanied  with  fome  Friends, 
and  was  at  the  Province  Meeting  at  Lurgan, 
which  held  part  of  three  Days  in  Truth’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  was  mightily  mani- 
fefted  among  us  to  our  great  Comfort ;  then  I 
with  fome  Friends  travelled  together,  and  vi- 
fited  moil  Meetings  in  that  Part  of  Ulfter ,  then 
came  up  the  Country  to  Dublin ,  and  had  three 
Meetings  there:  So  to  the  County  of  Wicklow, 
accompanied  with  feveral  Friends  from  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  had  two  Meetings  in  that  County, 
and  one  in  the  County  oi  IVexford,  fo  came  to 
i  t  ^  Province  Meeting  at  Cafi  ledermot, 
which  held  part  of  three  Days,  and  a  great 
Appeaiance  ot  Friends,  where  the  heavenly 
glorious  Prefence  of  the  Lord  was  among  us, 
and  I  hmgs  renting  to  Church  Government 
ciofely  difcourfed  of,  for  the  Honour  of  God, 
and  Good  of  his  People }  the  World  and  Things 
of  it  10  particular  were  under  our  Con  fi deration, 
as^  they  had  been  often  before,  viz.  T/ae  Riches, 
Height,  Finery  and  Delight  thereof,  which  too 
vwaj'  prevailed  to  the  Damage  of  many,  and 
In  nac ranee  of  Truth's  Prosperity,  as  alio  to  the 
Grief  and  Wounding  of  the  Hearts  of  true,  fm- 

cere,  (elf -denying  Friends,  who  loved  the  Truth 
more  than  all. 


W.  E. 

&c.  vifits 
Friends  in 
theNoith. 


Meetings 
at  Dublin. 
W  icklow. 


Leinfter 
Province 
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1698.  After  much  Difcourfe  how  to  flop  the 
Stream  thereof,  that  it  might  not  prevail  over 
our  Society,  it  appeared  difficult  to  accompliffi, 
and  the  Wav  intricate,  how  to  deal  with  fuch. 
to  bring  them  into  the  Bounds  of  Chriftian 
Moderation,  to  ufe  the  Creatures  in  their  pro¬ 
per  Places  and  Services,  for  which  they  were 
created  and  given  of  God  to  Men  ;  and  avoid 
Covetoufnefs.  So  the  Way  not  opening  with 
Clearnefs  to  proceed,  1  delired  Friends  to  ad¬ 
journ  the  Meeting,  which  was  done,  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Paid  Meeting  met  together  again, 
with  many  ancient  concerned  Women.  I  de- 
The  Lord  died  we  might  he  ft  ill ,  and  wait  on  the  Lord , 
is  to  be  that  he  might  open  our  Hearts,  and  (hew  us  how 
upon  for  to  proceed  in  this  weighty  Matter.  Accordingly 
Connfel  Friends  were  all  ftill  and  quiet,  and  the  Lord 

Mat-rs*7  cur  ^ear!s  with  his  holy  Spirit  and  an- 

'  1  L  L  ’  cient  Goodnefs ;  fo  that  the  Meeting  was  co¬ 
vered  with  the  Glory  of  the  Lord,  that  ffiined 
among  us,  then  a  Way  opened  in  his  Divine 
Light,  how  to  proceed  in  the  prefent  Affair, 
and  Things  were  offered  to  the  Meeting  in 
that  Matter,  which  anfwered  the  Witnefs  of 
God  in  all  their  Hearts,  fo  that  there  was  an 
Agreement  to  obferve  the  fame,  and  many 
Teftimonies  born  to  Truth’s  Limits,  and  againft 
the  covetous  worldly  Spirit.  So  Friends  part¬ 
ed  in  much  Gladnefs,  and  with  great  Satisr 
fadtion. 


When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  wras  over, 

j  went  Home  the  next  Day  with  my  Wife, 

keeping 
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keeping  to  our  Meetings  as  ufually,  until  the  1698. 
ninth  Month,  and  then  rode  to  Edenderry ,  and 
was  at  Friends  Meeting  there,  and  from  thence 
to  Dublin,  in  Company  with  many  Friends  Ninth 
going  to  our  Half-Year’s  Meeting,  which  held  !!l 
three  Days  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Year’s 
Affairs;  divers  Friends  were  there  from  feveral Meeting 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  Things  w’ere  carried  at Dub  in 
on  in  Quietnefs,  though  there  was  an  oppofite 
Spirit  to  Truth’s  Teftimony  that  did  appear, 
yet  the  Lord’s  Power,  which  was  with  us,  was 
over  it,  and  Friends  kept  in  the  Wifdom  of 
God.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was 
over,  I  took  my  Journey  homeward  in  the 
Company  of  feveral  Friends. 


Now  cold  Winter  Weather  being  come,  and 
I  not  able  to  endure  Hardlfrip,  to  travel  in 
Truth’s  Service  as  formerly,  being  ancient,  I 
kept  to  Meetings  as  they  fell  in  Courfe;  our 
Province  Meeting  for  Leinfier  being  at  the]  oi. 
Moat,  I  went  thither  in  Company  of  feveral  Meeting6 
friends,  and  we  had  a  comfortable  Meeting,  Leil> 
feveral  Friends  in  the  Mini  dry  from  England 
were  there,  and  had  a  Time  to  clear  theml'elves 
in  their  Service,  whereby  Friends  and  others 
were  edified.  When  the  Service  of  the  Meet¬ 


ing  was  over,  I  went  Home  again  in  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  many  Friends;  and  fome  Time  after, 
finding  my  Body  able  to  ride  fhort  Jourmes, 
and  having  Clearnefs  in  my  Spirit,  I  went  to  A  „on(i 

hiri  ^  to  vifit  Friends,  and  had  a  good  frefh  Mitering 
Meetincr  there,  at  Birr, 


# 
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2699.  The  Week  following  I  went  to  the  Moat, 
accompanied  with  john  Pim  and  Qerjhon  Boat , 
and  was  at  their  Meeting  on  fir  ft  Day,  which 
was  full,  and  the  Lord’s  good  Preience  with 
us  5  Things  relating  to  Truth’s  Teftimony 
were  largely  opened  in  the  Demonftration  of 
the  Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrirt,  Friends  were 
well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord,  and  one  in  another : 
So  I  took  Leave  of  friends  there,  and  came 
Home. 


Third 

Month 


Now  not  being  able  to  endure  Hardfhip  in 
Travel,  I  ftaid  about  Home,  keeping  to  our 
ufual  Meetings,  as  they  fell  in  Courfe  until 
i' t  iiu'  the  third  Month.  1  hen  I  rode  to  Dublin  to 
National  our  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting,  which  held 
Half-  part  of  four  Days,  and  a  great  Appearance  of 
jVfeetincr  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  was  there,  and  the 
at  Dublin.  heavenly  glorious  Prefence  and  Power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  were  with  us,  both  in  Meetings  for 
Divine  Worth  ip,  and  thofe  for  the  Service  of 
Truth  m  Church- Affairs,  many  Things  re¬ 
lating  thereto  were  clofeiy  managed  in  the 
Wifdom  of  God,  in  great  Unity,  Peace  and 
Concord.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 
was  over,  finding  my  Strength  of  Body  much 
decayed,  I  returned  Plome  again  in  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Friends. 


Quarterly 
Meeting 
at  Cafbe- 
dermot 


The  Week  following  I  rode  to  CajUedermot , 
to  our  Quarterly  Meeting  for  the  Province  of 
Leinfier ,  which  held  part  of  three  Days,  and 
ti>e  Lord’s  wonted  Goodnds  was  plentifully 

w  1 1  h 
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with  us  to  our  great  Comfort  and  Satisfaction,  1699. 
2nd  Truth  s  Affairs  clolely  managed  in  much 
Unity.  We  parted  in  a  Senfe  of  the  Lord’s 
Goodnefs,  and  I  returned  Home  in  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Friends,  and  attended  our  Meetings  as 
ufual,  until  the  fixth  Month;  then  finding  my 
Health  and  Strength  increafe,  I  went  a  Jour¬ 
ney  towards  the  North,  and  took  New- Garden  New-Gar- 
and  Dublin  Meetings  in  my  Way,  and  the  den\. 
Lord’s  Power  mightily  accompanied  his  Teffi-  wI'e”' 
mony.  George  Rooke  went  with  me  from  Dub-  a"d  G.  R. 


lin  to  the  North,  and  in  two  Day 
Lurgan. 


gether. 

Lurgaa* 


Next  Day  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  near 
Balltnderry ,  which  continued  Part  of  three 
Days,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church 
Affairs.  When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was 
over,  we  went  to  Lurgan  Meeting,  and  then 
to  Ballyhagan  Meeting,  and  fo  to  the  Meeting  Ballvl.a- 
ejond  Charle mount,  and  TLoberhead  Meeting  gan. 
near  Salter’s  Town,  where  many  Friends  met  Charle- 
us,  alio  many  other  People  came,  and  a  hea-  mount* 
venly  Meeting  it  was.  Then  we  went  to  Tober- 
Grange-,  thence  to  Cole  rain,  and  fo  to  Dun-  ^ 
fdaudy  Meeting  ;  in  all  which  Meetings  with  Granse* 
rriends,  the  mighty  Power  of  the  Lord  did  Co?erain’ 

ndau- 


Friends’  Meerings,  „e  emoted  on The  E 
ams  in  the  County  of  Londonderry ,  and  had 


a  Meeting 
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1699.  a  Meeting  at  Dungivin  on  a  firft  Day,  to  which 
came  many  People,  feveral  Perfons  of  Account ; 
ungivm.  an(j  ap  feemed  to  be  well  latisfied  with  what 

was  declared  in  the  Authority  of  the  Lord’s 
Spirit  and  Power,  which  reached  his  Witnefs 
in  their  Hearts. 

Then  leaving  Londonderry  about  two  Miles 
Rapho.  on  the  Right  Hand,  we  came  to  Rapho ,  in 
the  County  of  Dunnegal,  the  Bifhop’s  Place, 
where  we  lodged  at  an  Inn,  and  endeavoured 
to  get  a  Meeting  there,  but  none  durft  let  us 

o  o  •  r  c  r," 

have  a  Houfe  to  meet  in,  for  rear  or  the  m- 

fhop,  though  feveral  would  fain  have  had  a 

Meeting  to  hear  us:  So  the  next  Morning  we 

A  Meet-  appointed  a  Meeting  in  the  Market-Place,  to 

ing  in  the  begin  at  the  ninth  Hour,  and  went  there  ac- 

Market-  cordingly,  where  feveral  came  ;  and  while  my 

^  aC  *  Fellow-Labourer  was  declaring  Truth  to  the 

People,  two  Prieftscame  with  a  Conftable,  and 

A  Confta-  laid  Hands  on  him,  faying,  He  was  the  Kings 

ble  appre-  Prifoner ,  and  mnjl  go  with  him ,  the  Pried 

brawled  and  raged;  then  I  flood  up  by  the 

Market-Crofs,  and  defired  them  "To  be  civil  and 

quiet ,  and  hear  what  we  had  to  fay ;  then  if  any 

Magi f  rate  had  any  Lhing  to  queftion  us  of ,  we 

would  go  to  him  ;  but  the  Pried  raged,  and  was 

TV  Prieft  fo  full  of  Wrath  that  he  trembled :  They  would 

raged  a.  know,  What  we  were  ?  Whence  we  came  i  and, 

gamft  Why  we  came  there  ?  I  afked,  If  they  were  Ma- 

*"“*■  giftrates?  And  they  faid,  No. _  Then  I  told 

them,  We  were  the  King’s  SubjeBs,  and  Inha- 

biters  in  the  Nation  as  well  as  they ;  and  t  dd 
s  the 
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Ibe  Prieft  that  trembled,  He  was  full  of  Wrath, 
and  not  worthy  [peaking  to,  unlefs  he  would  di[- 
courfe  foberly  ;  but  for  the  People’s  Sake,  and  for 
their  Information,  who  had  heard  "various  Re¬ 
ports  concerning  us  and  our  Principles,  I  would 
gi*ve  them  an  Account  both  what  we  were,  whence 
we  came,  why  we  came  there,  and  what  Faith 
and  i  rtnciples  we  held i  So  gave  an  Account 
of  Things  until  I  was  clear,  which  the  Priefts 
could  not  endure,  but  went  away;  for  the 
Authority  of  Truth  was  over  them.  And  we 
kept  the  Meeting  until  we  were  clear  in  our 
Spirits,  and  then  went  to  our  Lodging;  where, 
having  a  large  Room,  and  an  Entry  adjoin- 
^  told  our  Landlady  (being  a  Widow)  we 
intended  to  have  a  Meeting,  and  (he  gave 
Confent:  So  we  gave  Notice  to  have  it  at°the 
fifth  Hour  that  Evening,  and  a  full,  power¬ 
ful,  heavenly  Meeting  we  had,  many  People 
of  Account  were  there,  and  the  powerful 

Tefiimony  of  the  Word  of  Life  went  over 
them  all. 


W.  E.  in- 

forms  the 
People  of 
Friends* 
Princip’esy 
and  of 
their  Mef- 
fage  to 
them,  &c. 


-Rapho, 
a  large 
Fleeting 
at  the  in  it* 


The  next  Day  we  had  a  Meeting  two  Miles  A  Meet 
rom  thence,  to  which  feverai  came,  and  de-  “S,Wo 
fi.eo  .°  have  another  Meeting  y  but  we  could  to?  & 
not  flay  then,  having  before  appointed  a  Meet- 

lh!,aif,  &"”At0b'sia  atthe  fi'ft  Hour  Two  ,t 
V  Ahernoon>  whsre  feme  convinced  People  Cithcr- 
fcattered  in  that  Country,  met  us,  they  having 

Nonce  of  our  Corning,.  and  we  had  g 
open  Meeting  ,n  the  Unde, -Sheriff's  Barn,  who 
twpt  the  emtf  Inn  m  that  Town  :  We  lodged 

1  e  there 


kenny. 


A  Meet- 


Sligo. 
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^  Meet- 
in  & 

Kiiloor-y- 


there  that  Night,  the  next  Morning  it  was 
with  me  to  have  another  Meeting,  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  we  had,  and  it  was  a  comfortable 
confirming  Meeting. 


mg  in  the 
Market- 
Houfe  at 


We  advifed  thofe  few  convinced  People  in 
that  Quarter,  to  meet  together  at  Hugh  Hamil¬ 
ton's  Houfe,  to  wait  on  the  Lord  ;  which  they 
affented  to.  And  being  clear  of  our  Service  in 
thofe  Parts,  William  Whitefide ,  Jacob  Marjhal 
and  Bartholomew  Garnet ,  who  had  been  with 
us  at  divers  Meetings,  and  helpful  to  us  in  that 
rough  Country,  returned  Home;  but  I  with 
my  Companions,  George  Rooke ,  Abel  Strettell, 
Richard  Guy  and  Henry  Ridgway,  took  our 
Journey  towards  Connaught ,  and  in  a  little  more 
than  two  Days’  Travel  came  to  Sligo ,  upon  a 
feventh  Day  of  the  Week.  And  the  High- 
Sheriff  of  the  County,  and  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  living  in  the  Town,  we  acquainted  them, 
as  alfo  the  Provoft  of  the  Town,  that  we  in¬ 
tended  to  have  a  Meeting  there  next  Day  ;  they 
were  very  civil,  and  granted  us  the  Market- 
Houfe  to  meet  in :  There  was  a  great  Con- 
courfe  of  People,  and  the  Things  of  Gods 
Kingdom  were  largely  declared  in  the  Demon- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrift. 
The  next  Day  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Kuloony , 
fix  Miles  from  thence  ;  but  the  Pried  of  the 
Parifh  was  angry,  and  got  a  Warrant  from  a 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  to  break  up  our  Meeting, 
and  to  fet  us  in  the  Stocks  for  an  Hour ;  the 

Conftable  came  to  execute  it,  but  the  Lord’s 

Power 


v’t  . 
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Power  prevented  them,  and  therein  we  kept  1699. 
our  Meeting,  though  the  Prieft  was  in  the  next 
Room  •  and  after  tne  Meeting  he  was  mode-  Jfaward? 

rate.  modera¬ 

ted. 

Then  we  went  back  to  Sligo,  having  ap¬ 
pointed  another  Meeting  there,  to  be  on  the 
Day  following,  a  Merchant  in  the  Town  hav¬ 
ing  a  large  empty  Hoafe,  was  fo  kind  and 
friendly  as  to  let  us  meet  therein;  where  we 
had  an  heavenly  glorious  Meeting,  for  thrift's 
Teftimony  funk  into  many  of  their  Spirits. 

There  were  feverai  eminent  People  at  it,  one 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  two  Juftices’  Wives ; 
lome  came  to  us  after  the  Meeting,  and  ex- 
preiied  their  Satisfaction.  When  the  Meeting 
was  over,  we  rode  to  Ki! loony,  and  lodged 
there  that  Night,  the  next  Day  being  very 
itormy  we  came  to  Carrickdrumroofk,  and  at 
our  Inn  where  we  lodged,  there  being  a  good 
convenient  Room  for  a  Meeting,  I  afked  the 
Woman  of  the  Houfe,  If  u~e  might  have  a 
Meeting  there  that  Evening  ?  She  gave  Liberty, 
and  Notice  was  given  for  a  Meeting 'to  begin 
at  the  fifth  Hour,  many  came  to  it,  and  it  A  power- 
was  a  powerful  opening  Meeting,  the  People  !ul  iVleet' 

feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied,  and  worthy  of  the  Kii.oony. 
Opportunity. 

The  next  Day  we  travelled  hard  to  get  to 
Langford  in  Time,  to  get  a  Meeting  there ; 
but  we  found  the  People’s  Hearts  fimt  up,  there¬ 
fore  had  not  one;  but  we  lodged  there  that 

E  e  2  Night. 
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1699.  Night,  and  then  came  to  the  Moat  to  our  Pro¬ 
vince  Meeting,  being  the  twenty  third  Day  of 
the  feventh  Month,  1699,  where  we  met  with 
many  Friends,  Brethren  and  Elders,  they  being 
upon  the  Service  of  vifiting  Friends  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  I  being  one  appointed  by  the  Meet¬ 
ing  to  join  in  that  Service;  we  concluded  to 
meet  in  Dublin ,  the  tenth  Day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  eighth  Month.  So  I  returned  Home  with 
Friends,  having  had  my  Plealth  and  Strength 
very  well,  to  perform  tny  Service  for  the  Lord 
in  the  foregoing  Journey ;  and  the  Lord’s  blefT- 
ed  Power  was  mighty  with  us,  that  went  over 
all,  everlafting  Praife  to  his  great  and  glorious 
Name.  Amen. 


1  fiends. 


Then  according  to  Agreement  I  went  to 
wan  t0  Dublin,  to  join  vifiting  Friends  in  that  Service  : 
Dublin, in  ^\s  J  went,  my  Horfe  threw  me,  and  I  was 

"•rcced*  forelv  bruifed,  but  John  Pint  and  my  Son-in- 
bnardi-  Law  William  Fayle  being  with  me,  helped  me 
gious  Vi-  UD  and  Laid  me  with -their  Hands,  until  Ire- 
covered  Strength  to  fit  on  Horfeback.  I  rode 
in  great  Pain  to  Dublin ,  yet  joined  there  with 
the  reft  of  Friends  appointed  for  the  Service 
aforefaid,  where  we  made  full  Enquiry  of  Men 
and  Women  Friends,  and  fuch  in  general  as 
frequented  our  religious  Meetings,  How  they 
walked  in  the  Truth  in  their  Places  and  Sta¬ 
tions,  according  to  Go/pel  Order ,  that  their 
Lights  might  jhine  hejore  Men  in  a  good  and 
righteous  Conver/ation ,  to  the  Glory  of  Godt 

who  tad  called  and  gathered  us  to.  be  a  People. 

We 
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We  had  feveral  Meetings  on  the  like  Account  1699. 
in  that  City,  and  fpent  three  Days  in  fuch  O'vvJ 
Service  to  good  Purpofe,  the  Lord’s  Power  ^jveral 
and  heavenly  Prefence  being  with  us,  which  jn  Dublin. 

crowned  our  Labours,  and  made  them  accept-  on  that 
able.  Account. 


And  when  clear,  we  went  from  thence  in 
Peace  and  Comfort  of  the  Lord’s  good  Spirit, 

and  that  Day  came  to  Wicklow  twenty  four  Wicklow 
Miles;  but  I  rode  in  great  Pain  of  the  Hurt  I 
got  by  the  Fall  off  my  Horfe,  yet  the  Lord’s 
Goodnefs  helped  me  through.  We  had  three 
Meetings  with  Friends  in  that  County,  upon 
the  like  Enquiry  as  at  Dublin.  Then  we  went 
to  the  County  ot  Wexford,  and  had  two  Meet-  Wexford, 
ings  with  Friends  there  on  the  like  Account: 

Then  to  the  County  of  Catherlough ,  and  had  CatJlcr‘ 
two  Meetings  with  Friends  upon  the  fame  Oc-loush’ 
calion;  in  all  which  Meetings  we  had  good 
Satisfaction  in  our  Labours  of  Love  for  the 
Honour  of  God,  and  Good  of  one  another. 

Now  our  Service  being  over  in  this  Vifir,  we 
returned  Home,  and  the  Week  following  the 
Quarterly  Province  Meeting  for  Leinller  being 
appointed  at  Catherlough  ;  I  rode  thither,  where 
was  a  very  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  Meeting 
feveral  Parts,  and  a  great  Concourfe  of  other 
People ;  the  Meeting  held  part  of  three  Davs  ^  ’* 
for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church-Affairs ; 
it  was  a  powerful  heavenly  Meeting,  the  Lord’s 
Power  was  over  all,  and  his  Witnefs  was  reached 


in 
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1699.  in  many  Hearts,  to  their  great  Satisfaction  and 
Comfort. 


Here  we  made  our  Return  to  the  Men’s- 
Meeting  of  our  Service  in  the  Vifit  before- 
mentioned,  which  feemed  to  be  fatisfaCtory. 
After  this  Meeting  ended  I  returned  Home, 
and  kept  to  our  ufual  Meetings ;  alfo  vifited 
Friends  at  Mountrath,  and  went  to  the  Burial 
of  Elizabeth  Smith  near  Edenderry ,  having 
good  Service  at  the  Grave- Yard  in  the  Tefii- 
mony  of  Truth,  many  Friends  and  others  be¬ 
ing  there  :  After  which  I  tarried  the  Meeting 
of  Friends  at  Edenderry,  and  then  came  to 
Ballynolert,  and  ftaid  one  Meeting  there ;  fo 
came  with  Robert  Hoope  and  John  Barcroft  to 
our  Meeting  at  Mount melick ,  and  fome  Time 
after  went  to  the  Moat,  where  we  had  feveral 
Meetings,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Goodnefs 
was  with  us,  in  which  we  were  well  refrefhed 
together.  After  which  I  returned  Home,  and 
kept  to  our  Meetings  as  they  came  in  Courfe, 
until  the  latter  End  of  the  fecond  Month, 
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SECT.  XIX. 


In  1700,  he  vi/its  Munfter,  where  he  was 
much  afflicted  in  Body.  After  his  Recovery 
and  Return,  he,  G.  R.  and  J.  F.  went  to¬ 
wards  Connaught.  At  Ayres-Court  all  three 
were  put  in  the  Stocks.  At  Abby-Boyl  they 
had  a  good  Meeting  in  the  Streets,  See.  “They 
writ  to  the  Bifhop  of  Clougher,  and  return 
through  (ever al  Meetings  in  Uifter  and  Lein- 


fter. 


AT  which  Time,  I  went  towards  Munjler 
to  vifit  Friends,  and  was  at  a  Meeting  at 
Mountrath,  and  one  at  Knockballymagher,  and  Mount- 
lb  went  to  Limerick,  accompanied  with  rath 
Friends,  and  ftaid  there  three  Meetings ;  we  banymac- 
were  well  refrelhed  in  the  Lord :  And  then  her.  ' 
rode  to  Charlevil,  and  ftaid  one  Meeting,  from  Limerick, 
thence  to  Cork,  and  were  there  with  Friends  Charlevii* 
atfeveral  Meetings,  it  being  the  Time  of  their  Cbrk. 
Provincial-Meeting,  the  Lord’s  heavenly  Pre- 
lence  was  with  us.  Here  I  was  taken  with 
a  great  Pain  in  my  right  Side,  yet  the  Lord’s 
Power  enabled  me  to  anlwer  the  Service  of 
that  Meeting;  when  it  was  over  we  parted  in 

the 
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1700.  the  fweet  Love  of  God,  and  Comfort  of  his 
'  holy  Spirit. 


Cloug- 

heen. 


A  Meet¬ 
ing  at 
John  Fen¬ 
nell’s. 

Thurles. 


W.E. 
mnch  af¬ 
flicted 
with  bo- 
<iily  Pain- 


I  rode  in  much  Pain  that  Day  (accompanied 
with  feveral  Friends)  to  Clougheen  twenty  two 
Miles,  where  I  tarried  that  Night,  and  John 
Pim  with  me;  the  next  Morning  we  got  to 
John  Fennell’s ,  and  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends 
to  worfhip  God,  whofe  Goodnefs  was  with 
us.  The  next  Day,  being  accompanied  with 
feveral  Friends,  I  rode  to  ‘Thnrles,  about  four¬ 
teen  Miles  in  great  Pain,  my  Diftemper  in- 
creafing.  And  on  the  Day  following  with 
much  Difficulty  got  to  ''James  Hutcbinfon  s , 
not  being  able  to  go  any  further ;  there  I  lay 
under  great  Affliction,  which  increafed  with  a 
violent  Pain,  and  grievous  Sorenefs  over  my 
Body,  yet  nothing  to  be  feen  outwardly. 

* Thomas  Pierce,  of  Limerick,  came  with  me 
from  Cork,  on  purpofe  to  help  me,  and  ad- 
miniftred  what  he  thought  was  proper  for  my 
Diftemper,  to  give  me  Eafe:  My  Wife  came 
and  ftaid  with  me,  alfo  fome  of  my  Children, 
and  feveral  Friends  came  to  fee  me.  In  about 
the  Space  of  feventeen  Days,  finding  fome 
Eafe,  I  was  defirous  to  go  Home  if  poflible, 
and,  through  the  Lord’s  Mercy,  rode  thither 
_  .  in  two  Days,  being  fourteen  Miles.  Now, 
fiwrlums  the  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting  being  at 
Heine,  hand,  (but  about  a  Week  to  it)  and  I,  having 
fome  Service  before  me  at  that  Meeting,  was 
defirous  to  be  there  to  perform  it,  although 
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the  Diftemper  and  Sorenefs  remained  much  1700. 
upon  me ;  yet  I  was  willing  to  truft  the  Lord, 
who  had  often  helped  me  through  great  Weak- 
nefs,  to  perform  many  weighty  Services  for 
his  Honour,  the  Promotion  of  his  Truth  and 
Good  of  his  People. 


thither,  being  thirty  four  Miles,  where  the Half; 
Lord  by  his  Power  Jlrengthened  and  enabled  M^ethig 
me,  to  perform  my  Service  in  the  Meeting  at  at  Dublin, 
that  Seafon  ;  there  was  a  very  great  Appearance 
of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation, 
and  we  had  divers  good  Opportunities,  the 
Lord’s  Power  through  his  Spirit  opened  deep 
Myfteries  to  us,  both  in  Do&rine  and  Difci- 
pline,  to  our  great  Benefit  and  Comfort.  When 
the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  I  took 
Horieat  Roger  Roberts's,  thither  many  Friends 
and  Brethren  came,  where  we  parted  after  Sup¬ 
plication  to  the  Lord,  whofe  Love  and  Life 
flowed  in  us  :  In  two  Days  Time  I  came  Home 
to  my  Houfe,  the  Lord’s  Name  be  praifed  for 
evermore. 


Now,  finding  my  Body  unable  to  endure  p 
long  Journies,  I  kept  to  the  Service  of  Meet-  and  G 


where 
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where  many  People  came,  and  heavenly  Things 
were  largely  opened  in  the  Teftimony  of 
Truth,  which  reached  God’s  Witnefs  in  the 
Hearers,  who  fignified  their  Satisfaction  with 
what  was  declared,  in  the  Demonftration  of 
the  Lord’s  Spirit  and  Power.  We  likewife  had 
a  fweet  comfortable  Meeting  with  Friends  at 
Birr ,  and  fo  returned  Home. 


Now,  finding  my  Body  of  Ability  to  travel, 
I  found  tome  Opennels  in  my  Heart  to  go  in 
Truth’s  Service  again  into  Connaught ,  and  fome 
other  Places,  that  wanted  viuting  with  faithful 
Labourers.  So  on  the  fixteenth  Day  of  the 
fixth  Month,  1700,  I  took  my  journey,  ac¬ 
companied  with  George  Rooke  and  feveral  other 
Eallyfcoy.  Friends,  and  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Ballyboy, 
and  another  at  John  Afhtoris  Houfe,  where 
none  had  been  before,  many  Profefiors  came 
to  that  Meeting,  and  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied 
with  what  they  heard. 


Then  we  went  to  Ayres-Court  in  Connaught , 
where  feveral  Friends  came,  and  being  fet 
down  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  in  a  Barn  that 
we  had  obtained  to  meet  in,  that  Day,  Col. 
Ayres ,  who  was  Owner  of  that  Place,  came 
with  a  Lawyer  and  fome  others,  together  with 
a  Conftable  and  Wardens,  who  in  a  violent 
Manner  pufhed  and  haled  us  out  of  our  peace¬ 
able  Meeting,  and  drove  us  into  the-  Street/ 
then  commanded  the  Conftable  to  put  me  in 
die  Stocks,  and  he  did  lo ;  which  was  a  Grief 

to 
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to  the  People,  fome  of  them  wept,  to  fee  an  1700. 
ancient  Man  let  in  the  Stocks  for  Worfhipping 
God,  having  never  feen  the  like  before  :  Then  o 'r ’and 
many  People  being  gathered  about  the  Stocks,  J.  F.  put 
with  feveral  Friends,  George  Rooke  fpoke  a  few  l,ie 
Words  by  way  of  Exhortation;  wherefore  Ayres^ 
Col.  Ayres  commanded  the  Con  liable  to  fet  Court, 
him  in  the  Stocks,  which  he  readily  did  ;  after¬ 
wards  Jacob  Fuller  for  the  like  was  alfo  fet  in 
the  Stocks  with  us,  where  we  lat  together  in 
fweet  Peace  and  Comfort  of  the  Lord’s  holy 
Spirit. 


After  fome  Time  of  fitting  there,  the  People 
being  troubled  for  us,  the  Conllable  opened  the 
Stocks,  and  bade  me  Fake  out  my  Leg ,  I  told 
him,  1  did  not  put  it  in-,  fo  he  held  the  Stocks 
open  with  one  Hand,  and  took  my  Leg  out  tS'fH 
with  the  other:  My  Companions  were  alfo  fet  at  Liberty 
at  Liberty,  and  the  Lord’s  mighty  Power  was  and  had  a 
with  us,  which  fprung  in  my  Heart  as  a  Foun-  Mein-, 
tain,  wherein  I  publithed  Fbe  mighty  Day  of 
the  Lord,  warning  all  to  repent ;  alfo  declared 
Fbe  Go/pel  of  Peace  and  glad  Fiditigs  in  the  Open¬ 
ings  of  Life,  through  the  Lord’s  Spirit ;  and 
we  had  a  brave  heavenly  Meeting,  Truth’s 
Teftimony  was  over  the  Heads  of  ourOppofers, 
and  Friends  fweetly  refrefhed:  So  parting  with 
Joy  in  an  heavenly  Dominion,  I  with  my 
Companions  rode  that  Night  to  Ballina/Ioe,  and  P 
fome  went  farther,  next  Day  we  came  up  to  afloT 
the  reft  of  our  Company,  and  rode  to  Carried 
drmroojk  thirty  five  Miles,  and  on  the  Day 

F  %  Z  following 
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1700.  following  had  a  Meeting  at  the  Inn,  where  we 
lodged,  to  which  feveral  fober  People  came, 
and  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied  with  what  they 
heard. 


Abby-  Then  we  went  to  Abby-boyley  and  lodged  at 
boyie.  the  Burgo-Ma/ier’s  House,  who  let  us  have  his 
Stable  to  meet  in,  at  the  eighth  Hour  in  the 
Morning,  fo  Notice  thereof  being  given,  the 
People  generally  were  willing  to  come  to  the 
Meeting,  and  in  order  thereto  were  gathering  ; 
Dean  but  Prieft  Cepe ,  being  Dean  there,  obftru&ed 
Cope  ob-  what  he  could,  and  fet  a  Company  of  rude 

Meeting  Boys  t0  make  a  great  Node,  and  a  Man  to 
there.  play  the  Fool :  But  I  went  into  the  Street  near 
the  Dean’s  Houfe,  and  Friends  came  after  me, 
The  Day  where  in  the  Lord’s  Power  I  founded  forth 
c  1C  The  great  Day  of  the  Lord's  Coming ,  the  Dread 
whereof  Silenced  the  Rabble,  the  Man  alfowho 
played  the  Fool  fled  ;  then  the  People  gathering 
in  the  Streets,  others  looking. out'at  their  Cham¬ 
ber  Windows,  I  preached.  Repentance ,  and 
and  opened  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation  to 
them.  The  Dean  being  within  the  Hearing  of 
tothePto-  what  I  thus  declared  in  the  Lord’s  Power,  I 
*  '  challenged  him  To  come  forth  before  the  People , 
to  prove  his  PraSlice  agreeable  with  Chriftianity, 
and  to  dijprove  ours  if  he  could ;  but  he  would 
not  appear.  So  when  I  was  clear,  George  Rooke 

,  n  .  prayed  to  the  Lord  in  the  Street,  and  we  had  a 
held  m  r  J  _  _  .  .  .  til  1  .  ,  ,  . 

the  Street,  good  Meeting,  being  held  and  concluded  in 

ti;e Peep  e  Xruth’s  Authority,  which  was  over  all,  and 
ying!'  the  People  were  loving. 
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Then  I  called  for  the  Man  whom  the  Dean  1700. 
had  fent  to  play  the  Fool,  and  he  coming  to  </yV 
me,  I  admonifhed  him,  he  feemed  to  be  forry 
for  what  he  had  done,  faying.  He  believed  I 
ivas  a  good  Man ,  and  if  he  had  known  as  much 
before ,  as  he  did  then ,  he  would  not  have  done  jo 
jor  Jive  Shillings.  And  after  our  Service  here 
was  over,  we  took  Korfe  and  rode  that  Day 
to  Sligo ,  twenty  Miles,  where  the  High  She-  At  Sligo, 
riff  and  Magiftrates  were  very  civil  and  kind,  j£at^iagl' 
and  fa  id.  That  any.  Thing  they  could Jerve  us  in ,  kind  to 
(hould  not  be  wanting  :  They  freely  granted  us  Friends- 
the  Seffion-Hcufe  to  meet  in,  and  let  us  have  T1]ree 
the  Key  of  the  Door.  We  had  three  Meetings  Meetings 
therein,  and  the  Lord’s  Prefence  and  Power  |  'j 
was .  glo;  ioufly  with  us,  which  crowned  our  Ln- 
Service,  and  bowed  the  Spirits  of  many,  one Houfe* 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  fat  with  us  the  firft  Meet¬ 
ing,  that  we  might  have  no  Difturbance.  We 
abode  at  that  Town  three  Nights,  and  being 
clear  of  our’  Service  there,  rode  to  Balleek  , 
where  feveral  defired  a  Meeting,  the  Owner  La!IeCk‘ 
of  the  Place  then  living  there,  came  to  us  ' 
and  offered  his  Hffi fiance  in  any  Thing  he  could 
icrve  us;  but  other  Service  being  before  us, 

hundred  us  from  flaying  a  Meeting  there  at 
that  Time.  ;  . 


Afterwards  we  came  to  Petticoe,  and  found  Pettrcop 
Freeaom  in  our  Spirits  to  have  a  Meetipg  at  A  good’ 
the  Inn  where  we  lodged,  and  fent  abroad  MTting 
to  give  Notice  of  it:  So  in  about  three  Hours  atthelna 
lime  there  was  a  brave  Gathering  of  fober 

deferving 


222 


The  JOURNAL  of 


1700.  deferving  People:  It  was  a  powerful  Meeting, 
and  they  parted  friendly.  The  next  Day  we 
Auger.  rode  to  Auger ,  twenty  five  Miles,  being  bad 
Way  over  Mountains,  and  alfo  a  fore  Rain  and 
Storm  in  our  Faces,  that  both  we  and  our 
Horfes  were  much  foiled ;  but  through  the 
Mercy  of  God,  we  all  got  there  well,  and  the 
A  Meet-  next  Day  had  a  Meeting:  The  People  were 

ing  there.  cjvjJ  anc}  qUiet. 

The  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefs  lived  about  a  Mile 
from  that  Place,  but  was  not  at  Home,  fo 
could  not  invite  him  to  our  Meeting,  but  fent 
him  three  little  Books  inclofed  in  a  Letter ;  a 
Copy  whereof  follows,  viz. 

For  the  Bifhop  of  CJougher. 


Friend, 

A  Letter  T  T  ERE  are  a  few  of  the  true  Chriftian 
to  the  Bi-  Jp  J_  Church  of  Reformed  Proteftants ,  we  are 

Rougher.  uPon  a  Vlflt  °f  our  chriftian  Friends  and  Peo¬ 
ple,  according  to  Chriftian  Duty,  which  our  Sa¬ 
viour  and  his  Apofles  taught ,  and  pracl ifed  for 
our  Example  to  follow  5  and  becaufe  of  other  Ser¬ 
vice  on  this  Account ,  our  Dime  would  not  well 
admit  to  give  thee  a  Vifit  at  this  Rime,  yet  thou 
bem$r  a  Ruling- hdan  in  Church  Affairs,  we  did 
not  forget  thee l  but  as  a  'Token  of  our  Friendfhip 
have  tent  thee  here  inclofed  three  little  Books, 

which 


William  Edmpndson! 


•which  may  be  for  thy  Profit^  if  rightly  applied',  1 700. 
which  is  all  at  prefent  from  thy  Chriftian  Friends , 


Auger,  the  27th  of  the 
iixth  Monti1,  1700, 


William  Edmundfon, 
George  Rooke, 

Roger  Roberts, 
Thomas  Winlloe. 


After  this  Meeting  we  rode  to  John  White- 
Jide’s  near  Charlemount ,  fifteen  Miles,  and  the  Charle- 
next  Day  had  a  heavenly  Meeting  with  Friends  mount* 
at  their  Meeting-Houfe,  and  on  the  Day  fol¬ 
lowing  went  to  Toberhead  twenty  Miles  ;  the  T  h 
next  Day,  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  head?' 
had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Thomas  Gregg’s 
Houfe,  many  Friends  met  us  there,  from 

Grange  and  Dunclaudy  ;  then  we  went  to  Cole-  Colerain. 
raw,  and  had  a  Meeting  there,  and  feveral 
Friends  came  out  of  the  Country  to  it ;  from 
thence  we  rode  to  Grange ,  and  had  a  Meetine  n 
there  with  Friends,  and  another  at  Antrim  Granse* 

#  Antrim. 

Then  we  went  to  Richard  Boys’ s  Houfe,  ac¬ 
companied  with  many  friends,  where  we  ftaid 
the  Province-Meeting,  which  held  two  Days  TT1A 
and  a  great.  Appearance  of  Friends  there  was,’  SL 
and  the  mighty  Power  of  the  Lord  was  with  Meeting 
us;  when  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over 
we  rode  to  Lurgan,  and  had  a  Meeting  there’ T 
and  another  at  Ballyhagan;  then  rode  to  Friends 
near  Ballyhayes,  thirty  two  Miles.  When  we  S? 
nad  gone  through  thefe  Meetings,  we  rode  to  Bai.Iy- 

the 
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the  County  of  Longford  to  get  Meetings,  and 
fpread  Truth  in  thofe  Places;  fo  had  a  Meet¬ 
ing  at  Granard,  where  none  had  been  before, 
and  many  came  to  it,  which  was  a  powerful 
Meeting,  and  many  were  reached  with  Truth’s 
Teftimony,  and  deftrous  to  have  more  fuch 
Meetings. 


Ballinalee  Thence  we  went  to  Ballinalee ,  and  had  a 
Meeting  about  a  Mile  from  thence,  feveral  Pro- 
feftors  came  to  it,  and  the  Myftery  of  Faith  was 
largely  opened  to  them.  After  that  we  had 
Trifliny.  another  Meeting  at  a  Place  called  Triftiny, 
where  feveral  Friends  met  us  from  the  Moat 
and  Mountmelick,  fome  noted  Perfons  and 
others  came  to  that  Meeting,  and  the  everlaft- 
ing  Gofpel  was  largely  preached  to  them  in 
the  Demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
the  Lord. 

I.ifmoiney  After  this  Meeting,  we  rode  to  Liftnoiney,  to 
Jjaac  Fuller's ,  and  there  parted  in  the  tweet 
Peace  and  Unity  of  the  Lord’s  blelTed  Spirit, 
that  accompanied  us  in  our  Travel  and  Service, 
and  was  Mouth  and  Wifdom  to  us  in  every 
Place  where  we  came,  fo  that  Gainfayers  could 
not  oppofe,  and  many  confelTed  to  the  Truth 
of  the  Teftimony  we  bore  for  God,  and  his 
dear  Son  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  everlafting 
Praife  to  his  great  Name.  Amen. 

Then  George  Rooke  and  Roger  Roberts  went 

Home  to  Dublin ,  Thomas  Winjloe  to  Birr,  and 

I  to 
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I  to  my  own  Houfe,  accompanied  with  Jolhua  1700. 
Beale  and  Richard  Guy,  the  eighteenth  Day  of 
the  feventh  Month,  1700. 

In  a  ihort  Time  after  our  Provincial  Quar-  Quarterly 
teily-Meeting  was  at  CatherloUgh ,  and  my  Meeting 
Mind  was  inclined  to  be  there;  io  I  went  in  joU^ther* 
Faith  of  the  Lord’s  Power^  though  in  much 
Pain,  and  the  Lord  helped  me,  fo  that  I  per¬ 
formed  that  Journey.  When  the  Service  of 
the  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned  Home  in  the 
Company  of  feveral  Friends.  Soon  after  that 
George  Rooke  came  from  Dublin,  to  our 
Monthly-Meeting  at  Mountmelick ;  after  which 
we  travelled  together  in  the  King’ s-County  and  King's 

County  of  %>^ry  vifiting  fome  Meetings,  f^cL- 

and  alio  went  to  Clonmel  to  the  Province-  ty  of  Tip. 
Meeting  for  Munfter,  which  held  two  Days  Perai> 
for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Difci-  p  unfter 

t*  4  r  rov  j  nee 

r*  Meeting 

at  Clou- 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  mel* 
we  rode  towards  Dublin  in  Company  of  feveral 
Friends  of  A dunjler ,  and  in  three  Days  got 
there  ;  the  next  Day  the  National  Half-Year’s  National 
Meeting  began,  and  many  Friends  from^a'^" 
feTeral  Parts  of  the  Nation  came  to  it,  which 
held  four  Days  m  Dodtrine  and  Church  Dif-  at  Dublin* 
cipline,  and  there  I  met  with  feme  Exercife ; 
but  the  Lord’s  Power  carried  me  through  it,  as 
at  oth^r  rimes,  and  we  had  a  good  heavenly  1 
Meeting,  and  when  over,  parted  in  the  Love 

Gg  of 
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jyoo.  of  God  and  Comfort  of  his  bleifed  Spirit;  fo 
t/V"0  I  returned  Home  in  the  Company  of  feveral 
Friends. 


w  F_  About  eight  or  ten  Days  after,  I  was  drawn 
goes  again  ia  Spirit  to  go  again  to  Dub  un ,  which  accord- 
to Dublin,  jpgjy  \  did,  accompanied  with  my  Son  Tryal, 
and  my  Son-in-Law  William  Fayle,  where  [ 
found  Service  for  Truth’s  Teftirnony,  that  re¬ 
quired  my  being  there  at  that  Time ;  fenfible 
honeft-hearted  Friends  were  glad  of  my 
Coming.  1  Raid  four  Meetings  in  Dublin , 
and  the  Lord’s  Power  in  his  Teftirnony  was 
John  Beck  over  oppofite  Spirits.  One  John  Beck,  who 
""  had  proftffed  Truth,  and  was  gone  from 

Friends  for  a  Wife,  together  with  his  faid 
Wife,  both  then  appearing  in  our  public  Meet¬ 
ing  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  in  a  bitter  and 
envious  Spirit,  with  railing  Accufations  againft 
Friends,  were  publicly  detected,  and  their 
Folly  manifefted,  and  Friends  were  refrefhed 
and  comforted.  So  being  clear,  I  returned 
homewards  with  my  laid  two  Sons,  and  lome 
other  Friends. 


an  Ape¬ 
llate . 


Bal’y- 

nolert, 


Leinfier 
Provinc: 
Tv '  eel  i  <>; 
?A  the 
Moat. 


That  Day  I  came  to  my  Son-in-Law  William 

Fayle's,  and  next  Day  to  Ballynolert ,  where  I 

ft  fid  a  Meeting  with  Friends ;  then  came  Home 

and  kept  to  our  own  .Meetings,  as  they  came 

in  Courfe,  it  being  Winter-Seaion,  and  old 

Age  weakening  my  Ability.  In  the  twelfth 

Month  our  Province-Meeting  falling  in  Courfe 

to  be  at  the  Moat,  I  rode  thither  in  the  Com¬ 
pany 
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pany  of  lev  era!  Friends.  The  Meeting  held 
part  of  two  Days:  It  was  an  heavenly  com¬ 
fortable  Meeting,  Friends  were  lweetly  re- 
frefhed,  and  parted  in  the  Senfe  of  God’s  Love 
upon  their  Hearts  and  Spirits. 


Then  I  came  Home  in  the  Company  of  feve- 
ral  Friends,  and  kept  to  Meetings  near  hand, 
as  they  came  in  Courfe,  being  not  well  that 
Winter;  yet  felt  a  Concern  upon  my  Spirit  to 
vifitfome  Places  in  the  North  of  England.  So 
on  the  fixth  Day  of  the  third  Month  following, 
in  the  Year  1701,  I  went  from  my  Houfe, 
though  not  in  Health,  and  in  two  Days  came  I701, 
to  Dublin  very  weary  ;  next  Day  the  Service  of 
our  National-Meeting  began,  and  a  great  Ap-  Half- 
pearance  of  Elders  and  Friends  w?as  there  from  Year’s 
leveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Lord’s 
mighty  Power  was  with  us,  to  our  great  Com¬ 
fort  and  Satisfadtion,  which  made  me  eafy  over 
my  Ilnefs.  The  Service  of  this  Meeting  lafted 
part  of  fix'  Days. 


G  g  2 
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1701. 


V 

W.  E. 

goes  for 

England, 

&c. 

t *  ^ 


A  Meet¬ 
ing  at 
Qiefter. 

v  \  » *  »  i 


% 


SECT.  XX. 

»  z 

Jn  170 1,  he  vijj(s  the  North  of  England,  in 
about  two  Months  Time  returns,  and  writes  to 
R.  T.  an  excellent  diffwafive  Tetter  againfl 
the  two  eager  Purfuit  after  the  Gain ,  Plea- 
Jure ,  and  great  Things  of  this  Life. 

FINDING  myfelf  ftronger  and  better  in 
Health,  through  the  Lord’s  Power  which 
healed  me,  I  laid  my  Intention  of  going  for 
England  before  the  Elders  and  Brethren,  who 
gave  their  free  Con fent,  George  Rooke,  Ihomas 
Pearce  and  facob  Fuller  accompanied  me  for 
England ,  intending  to  go  to  London  to  the  Year¬ 
ly-Meeting.  We  took  Shipping  at  Dublin ,  on 
the  fifteenth  Day  of  the  Month  aforefaid,  and 
many  Friends  accompanied  us  to  the  Water- 
fide,  where  we  parted  in  a  fweet  tender 
Frame,  and  Comfort  of  God’s  Love.  We  had 
an  eafy  fmooth  PafTage,  and  in  about  thirty 
two  Hours  landed  at  Neffon  ;  from  thence  we 
rode  to  Chefter ,  and  being  at  Friends’  Meeting 
there,  I  felt  fomething  of  Oppoltticn,  which 
after  the  Meeting  appeared  in  a  high  floating 
Spirit  of  one,  who  could  not  bear  Reproof, 
and  who  afterwards  for  Dilotders  was  denied 

•  v  ♦<  v  »  •  •  '  t  •  ' 

by  Ftiends. 

From 


t 
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From  thence  we  rode  to  John  Merrick's,  it  1701. 
xvas  a  very  wet  Day,  and  I  got  a  great  Cold  ; 
from  thence  we  went  to  Middlewich  in  Chejhire,  Middle? 
to  Friends  Meeting  there,  it  being  firfl  Pay  of'—1, 
the  Week  and  eighteenth  of  the  third  Month 
aforelaid.  In  the  latter  End  of  the  Meeting 
I  was  leized  with  great  Ilnefs,  and  Pain  over  W.  E.  is 
my  Body,  and  was  forced  to  fcay  at  the  Houfe  ta.k“  i!? 
of  our  Friend  William  Llandcock  five  Days, 
where  they  were  very  kind  and  tender  to  me. 

Here  by  a  mutual  Confent,  George  Rcoke  and 
Jacob  huller  went  on  their  Journey  towards 
• London ,  to  the  Yearly-Meeting,  and  'Thomas 
Pierce  fiaid.  I  was  not  able  to  travel  with 
them,  and  befides  was  flopped  in  my  Spirit 
from  going  to  London,  When  I  was  able  I 
o  h  yv  a  rd  s,  as  the  Way  moft  clearly 
opened  to  me,  accompanied  with  Thomas  Pierce. 

We  came  to  Penketh  in  Lancafhire,  and  were  peniceth 
at  Friends  Meeting  there  on  firfl  Day,  where  in  Lanca- 
the  Lord  enabled  me  to  open  many  Myfteries  fllire* 
of  Ch rift’s  Kingdom  and  Government,  in  the 
Demonflration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God, 
who  gave  me  Strength  over  my  Weaknefs,  and 
we  were  well  refrelhed  in  the  Lord;  and  alfo 

many  F riends  came  to  fee  me,  and  we  were 
glad  of  each  other. 

r  *  *• 

From  thence  we  went  to  John  Hay  dock's,  John 
and  ftaid  there  two  Nights,  where  unexpedt-  Haydock. 

5d‘y  JJ  met  with  John  Boufted ,  Robert  Atkin- 
Jr,n'  Peter  Fearon ,  and  feveral  others  going  to 
the  Yearly-Meeting  at  London  :  We  were  glad 

and 
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3701.  and  comforted  to  fee  one  another;  but  they 
v/‘V'v->  feemed  to  be  much  concerned  and  troubled, 
that  they  could  not  have  my  Company  to  Lon- 
Lancafter.  don.  ’Thomas  Pierce  and  I  rode  to  Lancajier , 
and  (laid  there  one  Night,  and  had  a  Meeting 
with  Friends;  alfo  vifited  Friends  in  Prifon 
in  the  Caftle,  for  not  paying  Tithes  to  the 
Priefls.  Next  Day  we  rode  to  Swarthmore  to 
fee  Margaret  Fox,  who  was  then  weak  in 
Body. 


Swarth- 

more. 


We  abode  there  three  Nights,  and  were  at 
their  Meeting  on  frit  Day,  and  the  Lord’s 
Power  was  with  us  to  our  great  Comfort,  then 
we  rode  to  Kendal ,  and  feveral  Friends  of 
Swarthmore  went  with  us.  The  next  Day  v/e 
C  f,;ii  rode  to  Camfgill,  and  ftaid  at  Thomas  Cams's  three 
am  °  Nights,  and  were  with  them  at  their  Meeting. 
Monthly  From  thence  we  went  to  Kendal,  to  the  Month- 
Meeting  ly.Meeting  of  Men  and  Women,  for  Bufinefs 
at  Kendal  church-  Affairs,  and  many  Things  were 

largely  opened  to  them  on  that  Account,  which 
feemed  to  be  great  Satisfaction  and  Comfort  to 
many. 

Then  we  rode  Flome  with  John  Bleakling, 
Rav-fi  and  next  Morning  into  Ravenflonedale,  accom- 
flonedale.  panied  with  many  Friends,  where  we  had  a  large 
Meeting  out  of  Doors,  many  came  to  it  both 
Friends  and  others  from  feveral  Places,  being 
on  a  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  and  the  Lord 
mightily  (Lengthened  me,  to  declare  the  Word 
of  Life,  which  reached  many  Hearts  j  then  we 
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rode  back  to  Sedberg  General-Meeting,  where  1701. 
many  Friends  came,  both  of  Torkjhire,  Lan- 
cafhire  and  Wejimorland ,  and  a  powerful  hea-  ?dber? 
venly  Meeting  it  was;  many  Hearts  were  ten-  Meeting 
dered,  and  weighty  Things  in  the  Lord’s  Power 
were  opened,  relating  both  to  Dodlrine  and 
Gofpel  Order;  the  Lord  having  ftrengthned 
and  healed  me  of  my  Iinefs.  From  thence  we 
went  to  Kirby- Stephen,  where  I  met  with  ^irfcy 
Lan-celot  Lancafler ,  my  old  Acquaintance  of 
Little- Mujgrove,  the  Place  where  I  was  born.  MufgmrC, 


I  had  a  Defire  to  have  a  Meeting  there,  and 
afked  him,  If  he  could  accomodate  us  with  a 
Place  to  meet  in  ;  who  chearfully  replied,  He 
would  do  it :  Then  I  rode  in  Company  with 
'Thomas  Pierce  to  Little-Mufgrcroe ,  where  the 
People  fhewed  their  Gladneis  to  fee  me;  and 
Lgave  them  Notice  of  having  a  Meeting  there 
on  the  firft  Day  following,  there  having  not 
been  a  Meeting  there  of  the  People  called  Qua¬ 
kers :  They  feemed  very  willing  and  ready  to 
further  the  fame;  fo  we  rode  on  to  Appleby  . 
and  lodged  that  Night  at  the  Goaler’s,  who  Pr<>  J* 
kept  an  Inn,  two  Friends  being  Prifoners  there 
for  home  Priefl’s  Demands.  The  next  Day  we 
rode  to  Strickland-Head,  and  had  a  Meeting  swi 
there  with  Friends,  here  Anthony  Robin/on  Head, 
came  to  us,  newly  come  from  Ireland. 


Next  Day  we  came  to  Little- Mu (grove. 
where  my  old  Neighbour  Lancelot  Lancafler, 
his  Wife  and  Children  received  us  with  great 
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"Blew- 

giafs. 
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lyoi.  Expreffion  of  Love  and  Kindnefs.  We  lodged 
XxSrvJ  there  that  Night,  and  the  next  Day  had  a  great 
Meeting  in  a  large  Barn :  Many  came  to  it 
from  feveral  Towns  and  Places  thereabout,  and 
the  Dodtrine  of  Cbrift’s  Kingdom  was  largely 
and  powerfully  declared  ;  the  People  leemed  to 
be  well  fatisfied,  and  exprefled  the  fame  after 
the  Meeting,  with  Words  of  great  Kindnefs: 
Their  Hearts  were  open  for  more  Meetings,  but 
that  Evening  we  rode  to  Blew-gra/s  on  Stain- 
moor ,  fome  of  my  Kinsfolk  rode  with  us,  and 
we  lodged  at  a  Kinfwoman’s  Houfe,  who  was 
glad  to  fee  me,  and  dsfirous  to  have  a  Meeting 
at  her  Houfe. 

»  ^ 

c  , ,  The  next  Day  I  rode  to  Cudderjion  in  York- 
fton  hi  Poire,  accompanied  with  Thomas  Pierce  and  An- 
\orkihir z  thony  Rohinfon ,  and  on  the  Day  following  was 

Lartinton.  at  Friends’  Meeting  at  Lartinton ,  where  Things 
were  opened  in  the  Teftimony  of  Truth  for 
Friends’ Benefit,  and  we  parted  in  a  Senfe  of 
the  great  Love  of  God.  After  the  Meeting  we 
Kaby.  rode  to  Raby,  accompanied  with  feveral 
Friends,  there  I  lodged  at  Jane  Vic  bridge's 
Houfe,  and  Raid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends, 
to  which  feveral,  that  belonged  to  other  Meet¬ 
ings,  came,  and  we  were  well  refrefhed  in  the 
Lord,  and  one  in  another.  The  next  Morning 
we  parted  in  a  fweet  Senfe  of  the  Love  of  God, 
Durham,  and  that  Day  rode  to  Durham ,  and  lodged  at 
an  £nn. 


The 

V  J 


William  Edmundsou.  233 

The  Day  following  went  to  New-Caflle,  and  1701. 
next  Day,  being  the  firft  Day  of  the  Week, 
we  were  at  two  Meetings  there,  the  Tcftimony  Cartle. 
of  Truth  in  the  Lord’s  Power  was  delivered 
fuitable  to  the  States  and  Conditions  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  :  And  on  the  Day  following  rode  to  Sunder-  SuncJer- 
land,  and  llaid  one  Meeting  there  with  Friends.  *a“^' 
After  the  Meeting  we  rode  to  John  Hall’s,  and 
next  Day  he  went  with  us  to  Stockton,  and  on  Stockton, 
the  Day  following  we  had  a  frefh  comfortable 
Meeting  there.  Next  Day  we  rode  to  Darling- 
ton,  in  the  Company  of  feveral  Friends,  and 
the  Day  following,  being  firft  Day  of  the 

Week,  we  had  two  Meetings  with  Friends  to 
our  mutual  Comfort. 


’  “  t 

The  next  Morning  early  we  took  our  Journey 
towards  York,  and  Robert  Trueman ,  at  whofe 
Houfe  we  lodged  in  Darlington,  went  with  us 
thither,  and  ftaid  the  Quarterly-Meeting  there,  York 
we  came  in  two  Days  there,  and  on  the  next  Quarterly 
Morning  the  Quarterly-Meeting  began,  it  Meeting 
ing  the  fecond  Day  of  the  fifth  Month^  1701. 

The  faid  Meeting  was  very  large,  and  held 
two  Days.  Here  we  met  with  George  Rooke 
and  “Jacob  Fuller,  our  Fellow-Travelltrs  out  of 
Ireland,  and  were  glad  one  of  another.  When 
the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  we  rode 
to  Knarejborough,  to  wit,  George  Rooke,  Thomas  ,  u  t 
Pun,  and  I  in  Company  of  many  Friends,  4  » 
there  we  had  a  Meeting  in  the  Tolbooth  (or  Knarefto^ 
Market- Houfe)  and  many  of  the  Town's  Peo-^  Is 
pie  came  to  it,  the  Doft&c  of  Chrift’s 
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dom  and  Myftery  of  Faith  were  largely  open¬ 
ed,  and  Things  well :  So  we  parted  in  Peace. 

After  this  Meeting  we  rode  to  Stubbin,  to 
John  Dodg/ons,  and  fo  to  Majfam  to  Friends’ 
Meeting  there,  which  was  full,  it  being  on  a 
firft  Day  of  the  Week.  The  next  Day  we 
travelled  to  Bainbrig ,  William  Clayton  and 
"John  Bins  accompanied  us  thither ;  lo  taking 
leave  returned  Home :  But  we  rode  on  our 
Way  to  Haws,  and  lodged  at  a  Friend’s 
Houfe.  The  next  Day  we  came  to  Mailer- 
flange  and  lodged  at  my  Coufin  '■Thomas  Cleaf- 
by% ;  and  on  the  Day  following  to  Kirby-Ste- 
phen ,  to  a  Meeting  that  we  had  appointed  be¬ 
fore,  which  we  kept  in  a  large  Barn  belonging 
to  the  Inn  ;  many  People  came,  and  theTefti- 
mony  of  Truth  was  overall,  feveral  feemed  to 
be  reached,  and  we  were  well  fatisfied  in  our 
Labour  of  Love.  ■ 

When  this  Meeting  was  over,  and  People 
gone,  our  Company  ftaid  that  Night  at  the 
Inn,  viz.  George  Roohe,  Thomas  Pierce  and 
myfelf •,  the  next  Morning  we  rode  to  Crofby- 
Garret ,  and  that  Day  had  a  fatisfa&ory  Meet¬ 
ing  there  with  fober  People  in  a  Barn,  belong¬ 
ing  to  an  Ale-IIoufe;  and  they  feemed  to  be 
affe&ed,  and  well  fatisfied  with  what  was  de¬ 
clared.  *  That  Day  after  the  Meeting  we  rode 
to  Brough,  under  Stainmoor,  and  lodging  that 
Night  at  an  Inn,  we  had  a  Meeting  there  next 
Day  in  a  Barn ;  feveral  People  came  thither. 
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who  heard  the  Word  declared,  and  were  quiet;  1701. 
but  feemed  to  be  a  harder  People  than  they  at  '--''V''-' 
Crojby  the  Day  before. 

After  this  Meeting  ended,  we  rode  to  Blew-  Blew-grafs 
gra/s  on  Stainmoor,  and  there  had  a  very 
thronged  Meeting;  and  it  being  on  a  firfl  Day 
of  the  Week,  many  came  to  it ;  where  the 
Dodtrine  of  Chrift’s  Kingdom,  Myftery  of 
Faith,  and  Way  of  Salvation  was  largely 
opened  to  them,  and  many  feemed  to  be  af¬ 
fected  with  what  was  declared,  and  were  ten¬ 
der,  friendly  and  loving.  After  this  Meeting 
we  parted  in  Peace,  Love  and  Tendernefs;  fo 
rode  to  Great-Mufgrove ,  in  Company  with  fe-  Greif. 
veral  Friends,  having  appointed  a  Meeting  Mufgrove 
there  that  Afternoon,  one  "Thomas  Waller  hav¬ 
ing  promiied  me  his  Barn  to  meet  in  ;  but  the 
Prieit  heard  of  ir,  and  fent  his  Wardens  to 
charge  him,  That  he Jhould  not  let  us  meet  there  : 

So  we  had  the  Meeting  on  a  Green  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Town ;  the  People  came  to  it,  and 
were  very  fober  and  folid,  parting  lovingly  like 
Friends.  Now,  being  clear  of  that  Quarter, 
we  took  Leave  of  Friends  there  with  us,  and 
rode  to  Warcop,  and  lodged  at  an  Inn:  Here  \yarcop. 
Thomas  Pierce  was  taken  ill,  and  we  ftaid  fome 
Part  of  the  next  Day  ;  but  he  being  willing  to 
remove  from  thence,  we  took  Horfe  and  rode 
to  Strickland-Head ,  and  the  next  Day  to  Strickland 
George  Bew  ley's.  Head. 
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A  Meet¬ 
ing  near 
\V  iiliam 
(Jreennp’s. 
Elkfton. 

Pardfeyr 

CJagg. 

Broughton 

Boulton. 


The  Day  following  we  went  to  Friends* 
Meeting  near  William  Greenup's ;  after  the 
Meeting,  ‘Thomas  Pierce  and  I  rode  to  Mar~ 
garet  Fawcet's  at  Elk/lon ,  William  Greenup 
accompanied  us ;  and  the  next  Day  we  were 
at  Friends  Meeting  at  Pardfey-cragg ;  and  on 
the  Day  following  at  Friends’  Meeting  at 
Broughton.  Friends  had  appointed  a  Meeting 
for  us  at  Boulton  on  the  firft  Day  following, 
George  Rooke  was  gone  before  to  fee  his  Rela¬ 
tions,  and  to  give  Notice  of  the  faid  Meeting, 
which  was  large  and  full,  many  came  to  it 
both  Friends  and  others;  and  it  was  a  glorious 
Meeting:  After  which  George  Rooke  and  I  went 
to  Thomas  Drury  s,  and  the  reft  of  our  Com¬ 
pany  towards  Cockermouth. 


Broughton  The  next  Day  we  went  to  Broughton  again, 
where  Friends  had  appointed  a  Meeting  for  as 
many  Friends  in  the  County  as  were  willing  to 
come,  and  had  a  Concern  for  Church-Difcipline 
and  Gofpel-Order,  both  Men  and  Women, 
they  being  defirous  to  have  an  Opportunity 
with  us  before  we  left  the  Nation.  So  Notice 
was  given  to  Friends’  Meetings  through  the 
County,  and  many  concerned  Friends  came, 
both  Men  and  Women,  and  the  Lord’s  ancient 
Goodness  was  with  us  in  that  Meeting,  where 
many  Things  relating  to  Church-Difcipline 
and  Gofpel-Order  were  clofelv  fpoken  to,  and 
we  were  comforted  together  ;  fo  parted  in  the 
Love  of  Gpd  and  Tendernefs  of  Spirit. 

That 
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That  Day  after  the  Meeting  we  rode  to  1701. 
Whitehaven ,  in  order  to  take  Shipping  for  Ire- 
land ,  and  feveral  Friends  went  with  us  thither;  and  Com- 
the  next  Morning  we  fhipped  our  Horfes,  and  pany  take 
near  the  middle  of  the  Day  we  went  aboard, 
and  put  to  Sea  ;  but  the  Wind  being  contrary,  haven  for 
were  near  four  Days  and  three  Nights  at  Sea  ;  Ire!a»d. 
then  arrived  fafe  at  Dublin  on  the  twenty  lixth 
Day  of  the  fifth  Month,  1701,  it  being  the 
feventh  Day  of  the  Week.  The  next  Day  I 
fiaid  at  Dublin  two  Meetings,  and  that  Even-  Two 
ing  feveral  Friends,  who  heard  of  our  Landing,  Meetl'nSs 
came  to  Dublin  from  Wicklow ,  where  they  had  at  DilbJm“ 
been  at  the  Province-Meeting. 

The  next  Morning  I  left  Dublin,  in  theCom- 
pany  of  feveral  Friends,  and  that  Day  came  . 

Home  to  my  Houfe,  and  found  Things  well,  "ming*' 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord  for  his  Mercies  and  Good-  Home 
neis.  Soon  after  I,  with  my  Wife,  went  to  fee 
our  Relations  at  Ballymlert ,  in  the  County  of  well"2* 
Kildare,  and  fiaid  one  Meeting  with  them,  Ballyno- 
and  fo  returned  Home;  then  went  to  a  Meet-  ,ert* 
ing  at  Ballyboy ,  to  which  many  good-like,  fo-  Bally  boy. 
her  People  came,  and  the  Lord's  Power  was 
with  us,  in  which  theGofpel  was  preached,  and 
t‘he  People  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied.  From 
thence  we  went  to  Birr ,  and  had  a  Meeting  Birr.  * 
tnere ;  and  then  rode  Home,  accompanied  with 
fome  Friends,  where  I  wrote  a  Letter  in  the 
Openings  of  Tiuth,  direded  to  Robert  Trueman 
at  Darlington  in  Bifhoprick,  as  an  Admonition 
to  him  and  others ;  as  followeth,  viz. 
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A  Letter 
from 
W.  E.  to 
R  T,  con¬ 
taining 
good  Ad¬ 
vice  and 
Caution. 


My  Friend,  R.  T. 

TH  E  Remembrance  of  thee  and  thy  tender 
Wife,  in  true  and  tender  Love ,  caufes  thefe 
few  Lines,  chiefly  to  renew  thy  Memory,  to  per¬ 
form  the  Contents  of  thy  own  Letter,  written 
to  me  fome  Time  ago,  to  give  me  an  Account  of  the 
Eafe  and  Peace  thou  found eft  in  thy  Pratt  ice  in 
Things  relating  to  the  following  Subjett,  of  the 
Lawful  Things  of  this  World  ;  and  thou  know- 
eft  what  my  friendly  Admonition  in  the  Love  of 
Truth  was,  when  I  parted  with  thee  in  York, 
That  thou  mighteft  perform  in  Deeds,  what  thou 
had’ft  faid  in  Words.  And  now,  dear  Robert, 
1  know  that  the  Eagernefs  after  the  lawful  Things 
of  this  World,  at  this  Time  hinders  many  Friends' 
Growth  in  the  precious  Truth,  and  their  Ser¬ 
vice  to  it  in  their  Day,  though  other-wife  of  great 
Parts  and  Abilities  to  do  much  Service  for  Truth 
on  many  Accounts ,  as  Inftruments  in  the  Hand 
of  God,  but  cannot  ferve  God,  as  they  ought  to 
do,  arid  as  the  Day  requires  -,  neither  pleafe  the 
Captain  of  our  Spiritual  Warfare,  as  good  Sol¬ 
diers,  if  we  '  involve  and  load  ourfelves  with  the 
Thidgs  of  this  World-,  and  this  is  the  great  Fail¬ 
ure  and  Stumbling-Block  at  this  Day,  and  too 
many  of  our  Society  are  hurt  thereby,  who  have 
in  me  a  fur e  cfcaped  the  unclean,  unjufl  and  un¬ 
lawful  Things  of  this  World,  and  wafloed  their 
Garments  from  the  Spots  thereof:  So  bear  the 
Name  of  Virgins,  and  now  fit  down  in  the  Du  ft. 
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in  the  lawful  things  of  this  W irld,  without  a 
due  Confederation  and  true  Regard  of  the  right 
VJe  and  Service  of  them  in  the  Creation,  and  to 
the  Bounds  and  Limits  of  Truth,  in  the  Getting 
and  Ufeng  of  them,  in  their  Places  and  Services ; 
Jo  as  the  foolifh  Virgins  want  the  Oil,  that  would 
make  their  Lamps  burn  with  holy  fragrant  Smell, 
according  to  Divine  Knowledge,  for  the  Promo¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord's  Bleffed  Truth  on  all  Accounts ; 
and  would  make  their  Lights  ftoine,  in  which  the 
Service  of  the  Day  is  clearly  feen,  and  the  Glory 
of  the  Lord  rifmg  more  and  more,  to  dijcover  all 
Things  that  are  ojfenfive  and  mu  ft.  be  cafe  out. 
And  on  this  Account  great  Danger  doth  appear, 
that  many,  as  the  foolijh  Virgins,  will  be  flout 
out  of  the  Bridegroom' s  Chamber,  when  thofe  that 
are  ready,  who  have  jhaken  them/elves  from  the 
Duft,  and  put  on  the  beautiful  Garments ,  who 
have  Oil  in  their  Lamps,  and  do  rife  in  the 
Brightnejs  of  this  glorious  Day  of  the  Lord,  hav¬ 
ing  their  Affettions  fet  on  Things  that  are  above , 
where  Chrift  is,  and  not  on  Things  that  be  upon 
the  Earth,  enter  with  Chrift  into  the  Wedding- 
Chamber .  Now,  my  Friend,  1  would  not  bur¬ 
then  thee  with  Words,  but  the  Bowels  of  true 
Love  are  open  to  thee  and  thine,  and  1  certainly 
know  the  Enemy  of  Mankind  is  working  in  a  my- 
fterious  W ay,  to  overthrow  many  that  have  had 
their  Faces  Siort-wards,  now  to  look  back  to  the 
Gatn,  Profit  and  Pleafure  in  thofe  Things  that 
arefoon  gone,  and  a  little  of  them  will  ferve  in 
imr  right  life  with  a  contented  Mind ;  So  can 
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1701.  do  710  lejs  but  give  Notice  of  it,  that  thou  and 
others  may  efcape  his  Snares,  and  cafl  off  thofe 
Burthens  in  this  eafy  Gofpel- Sabbath-Day,  and 
ckeerjully  run  the  Race  in  the  Service  oj  God  and 
their  Generation ,  according  to  Ability  and  Gift 
in  Station  and  Place. 


I  could  fay  much  on  this  Subject,  but  (hall  cut 
ftort,  and  leave  the  Jftue  to  the  Lord,  who  is 
raifing  his  holy  Seed,  that  will  bruife  the  Head 
of  the  Serpent,  in  this  his  Enterprize  and  evil 
Purpoje,  as  well  as  in  other  Things,  that  he  hath 
made  Head  in,  to  hinder  the  Lord s  People  in 
their  Progrefs  towards  his  holy  Reft,  that  God 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  Though 
many  have  fallen  fhort  of  that  Ref  in  fiich  Times 
of  Temptation  :  And  it  is  to  be  doubted,  too  many, 
and  fame  of  the  Stars  of  this  Day,  may  fall  in 
this  Temptation,  and  Prefentation  of  the  glorious 
Things  of  this  World  that  perifti.  So  conclude , 
with  Bowels  of  true  Love  to  thee,  and  thy  well- 
meaning  tender  Wife.  And  further  to  let  you 
know,  that  after  our  parting  from  York,  we  had 
Service  in  that  County,  and  in  W eftmorland 
and  in  Cumberland,  both  with  Friends  and  others 
in  feveral  Places,  which  1  hope  will  not  always 
lie  buried,  or  return  empty  without  fome  Fruits 
to  the  Praife  of  God,  and  Profit  of  Men.  And 
when  we  were  clear  of  that  Service,  we  flipped  at 
Whitehaven  for  Ireland,  and  after  four  Days  at 
Sea ,  landed  Jafe  and  well  at  D ublin  ;  and,  tnthe 
main.  Things  are  well  with  Friends  in  this  Nation, 

and 
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and  a  right  Concern  on  many  for  Truth's  Pro-  1701. 
fperity  in  its  holy  comely  Order  and  DifcipUne ;  '-''"W 
•which  the  Lord  makes  to  pro, (per  in  the  Hands  of  - 
his  faithful  Servants ,  to  the  great  Satisfaction 
and  Comfort  of  many.  And  here  is  great  Opeu- 
riefs  in  many  Places ,  and  little  or  no  Oppofition. 

The  Remembrance  of  my  Love  is  to  honefl  Friends 
at  Ray  by,  <who  are  concerned  for  good  Order  in 
the  Church  of  thrift  ;  to  Jane  Vickers,  and  the 
reft,  and  to  her  Friends  at  Stockton,  -where  1 
lodged,  and  to  John  Hall,  and  to  all  fuch  as 
4) ore- mentioned,  as  if  /  named  them  ; for  1  know 
there  are  a  few  Flames  in  that  County  that  have 
a  true  Regard  to  God’s  Honour,  and  would  have 
Things  well  in  his  Houje ;  but  fee  that  many 
Things  want  Reforming .  which  is  their  Trouble , 
and  with  fuch  my  Spirit  travails.  And  wheip 
thou  fee  ft  William  Ellis,  tell  him,  that  his  an¬ 
cient  Friend  in  the  Love  of  Truth  advijes  him  to 
take  heed,  that  the  topping  Spirit  after  'the  Things 
afore-mentioned ,  do  not  hurt  him  at  unawares  •• 
which  is  my  befl  Love  to  him. 

William  Edmunoson,- 
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He  vijits  Ulfter,  and  feveral  Places  in  Con¬ 
naught,  where  none  of  our  Meetings  had  been : 
Js  objlruBed  at  Abby-boyl  by  the  Burgo- 
Majler. 
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Leinfter 
Province 
-.Meeting 
at  Gather- 
lough. 
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OUR  next  Quarterly  Provincial-Meeting 
being  at  Catherlough,  I  went  there:  The 
Service  of  that  Meeting  held  part  of  three 
Day?,  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  Ordering 
Affairs  in  the  Church  of  Chrift.  When  that 
Service  was  over  I  went  Home,  and  that  Week 
took  my  Journey  to  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  and 
fo  into  Connaught  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  ac¬ 
companied  with  Jojlnia  Beale  and  Richard 
Guy  ;  that  Day  we  rode  to  Ifaac  Fuller's,  and 
the  next  Day  Jonathan  Robwfon  went  with 
us ;  we  alfo  met  with  George  Rooke  by  Appoint¬ 
ment,  and  the  Day  following,  being  firft  Day 
of  the  Week,  we  had  a  full  and  fatisfadlory 
Meeting  at  Abbylary,  where  no  Meeting  of  our 
Society  had  been,  many  good-like  People  came 
to  it,  the  Lord’s  Power  was  with  us,  in  which 
the  Myfferies  of  his  Kingdom  were  preached, 
and  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation  opened. 
The  People  were  very  attentive  and  tender. 
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After  the  Meeting  we  rode  that  Evening  to 
Cavan,  and  the  next  Day  beyond  Ballybayes, 
and  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  there,  and 
there-about.  Several  People  came  to  it,  and 
many  weighty  Gofpel  Truths  were  delivered, 
fuitable  to  the  People’s  Condition,  and  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Day;  next  Day  we  rode  to  Bally-  Ballyha- 
hagan ,  in  the  County  of  Armagh ,  and  had  a 
comfortable  Meeting  there  with  Friends  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  we  rode  to  John  Rohinjons ,  and 
the  next  Day  to  Richard  Bayes’s  in  the  County 
of  Antrim,  where  the  Quarterly-Meeting  for 
Ulfler  begun  that  Day,  and  held  part  of  three 
Days  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Difcipline 
of  his  Church,  the  mighty  Power  of  God 
was  with  his  Teftirnony,  which  broke  through 
all,  and  wrought  into  a  tender  Submiffion 
thereto. 


Ulfler 
Quarterly 
Meeting 
at  Ant  run. 


Then  we  went  back  to  Lurgan,  and  had  a  Lurgaa. 
large  Meeting  of  Friends  and  others,  where 
many  precious  Things  relating  to  Chrifl’s  King¬ 
dom  and  Government  were  largely  opened 
in  the  Power  of  Truth,  fuitable  to  the  States 
and  Conditions  of  the  People.  The  next  Day 
we  went  to  Grange ,  and  on  the  Day  following 
had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  and  we 
were  refrelhed  together  in  the  Lord.  The 
next  Day  to  Dunclaudy,  and  had  a  Meeting 
there ;  And  next  Morning  we  rode  through  the 

Mountains  to  Dungivin ,  and  had  a  Meeting  Dan 
there  that  Day, 
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Qn  the  Day  following  we  came  to  Colerain, 
and  the  next  Day  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week, 
vve  had  a  full  Meeting  there,  where  the  Word 
of  Truth  was  powerfully  preached,  and  God’s 
"Witnefs  reached  in  many  Confciences,  fo  that 
many  Hearts  were  comforted  and  refrefhed. 
The  next  Day  we  got  to  Strabane  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Londonderry ,  being  thirty  four  Miles;  we 
went  out  before  Day,  and  travelled  hard,  it 
being  a  rainy  Day.  And  on  the  Day  follow¬ 
ing  we  rode  to  Cafllefin ,  in  the  County  of  Dun- 
negal ,  and  had  a  freih  Meeting  there,  where 
none  had  been  before:  The  People  were  at¬ 
tentive  and  fober. 

‘  -  - 

*♦- 
-  *» 

♦ 

The  next  Day  we  came  to  New-Town- Stew¬ 
art,  afid  had  a  thronged  Meeting  there;  and 
on  the  Day  following  we  travelled  through  the 
Mountains,  a  rough  and  bad  Road,  and  lodged 
that  Night  at  Petticde  in  the  County  of  Far- 
mannagh ,  expecting,  to  get  a  Meeting  there,  but 
were  difappointed,  and  had  poor  Entertain¬ 
ment.  On  the  next  Day  we  rode  to  Balleek , 
and  it  being  a  fore  ftormy  Day,  of  exceeding 
high  Wind  and  Hail  in  cur  Faces,  and  bad 
Way,  both  we  and  our  Horfes  were  forely 
foiled,  and  I  got  an  ill  Cold  ;  yet  in  the  Even¬ 
ing  we  had  a  latisfadfory  Meeting  that  helped 
us,  and  repaired  our  hard  Day’s  Work.  Se¬ 
veral,  both  Proteffarits  and  Papifts,  were  there; 
alio  a  Papifl  Pried,  arid  Truth’s  Teftimony 
xvas  over  them  all,  without  Oppolition,  to  oqr 
Comfort  and  Satisfadticn.  The  next  Day  we 
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rode  to  Bally (hannon  in  the  County  of  Dunne  gal,  ino  r. 
and  on  the  Day  following  being  firft  Day  o f 
the  Week,  had  two  Meetings,  the  People 
the  1  own  were  very  attentive  and  fober,  al¬ 
though  in  thefe  two  Places  lafl  mentioned,  no 


Meetings  of  our  Society  had  been  before.  Then 
we  went  to  Sligo,  and  lodged  two  Nights,  andsiieo. 
had  a  full  Meeting  there:  From  thence  to 
Ab  by- Boy  l  in  the  County  of  Rofcommon,  and  At  Abby- 
would  have  had  a  Meeting  there,  but  the  Burgo-lx)y,e’ tiie 
Mafter  (one  Wilktm)  would  not  fuffer  us,  and  mafeTob- 
hindered  the  People  j  wherefore  I  told  him,  flmiiteth  j. 
That  we  were  the  Servants  of  the  living  God,  Meeti"g 
ana  came  to  warn  the  People  to  Repentance ;  and 
inajmiuh  as  he  obftrucled  our  Service,  I  charged 
tne  Sins  op  the  People  upon  him  ;  whereat  he 
trembled :  So  I  left  him. 


Vve  rode  to  Carrickdrumroojli,  where  fome  o.rnd:- 
of  our  Company  fought  for  a  convenient  Place drumrooik 
to  have  a  Meeting,  and  the  Steward  to  Sir 
George  St.  George  had  granted  to  let  us  have  the 
Seffion-Houfe  to  meet  in;  but  afterwards  the 
Pneft  of  the  Town  with"  two  more  diffwaded 
him  from  it  .  So  that  when  we  went  to  the 
Sefiion-Houfe,  and  many  People  gathered  to 
have  a  Meeting,  the  Steward  told  Friends  He 
could  not  let  us  have  it.  Then  returning  to  the 
Inn  where  we  lodged,  the  fober  People  went 
along  with  us  very  friendly ;  where  the  Wo¬ 
man  of  the  Inn  willingly  granted  us  a  large 
Dining-Room  to  meet  in,  and  we  had  a  fweet 
pomfomble  Meeting,  the  Myflcries  of  Chrift’s 
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Kingdom  were  freely  declared,  and  the  Way 
of  Life  and  Salvation  largely  and  plainly  open¬ 
ed,  and  the  Hearts  of  the  People  open  and  ten¬ 
der.  The  next  Morning  we  rofe  early,  and 
travelling  hard,  we  got  to  Jacob  Fuller's  about 
two  Hours  within  Night,  I  was  very  weary, 
but  refted  there  the  next  Day. 

On  the  Day  following,  being  firft  Day  of 
the  Week,  we  went  forth  early  in  the  Morning 
accompanied  with  feveral  Friends,  and  rode  to 
Kinagb,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  that  Day, 
where  none  had  been  before ;  fo  came  back 
again  that  Night  to  Jacob  Fullers,  and  on  the 
third  Day  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends, 
on  fourth  Day  one  at  the  Moat,  on  fifth  Day 
one  at  Lifmoiney,  and  on  the  fixth  Day  went 
again  to  the  Moat ,  where  I  met  my  Wife  and 
feveral  Friends,  who  came  to  the  Province- 
Meeting,  which  begun  there  the  next  Day, 
when  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  I 
went  Home  with  my  Wife  in  the  Company 
of  feveral  Friends,  and  kept  to  Meetings  as 
they  came  in  Courfe. 
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SECT.  XXII. 

W .  E.  goes  to  the  Half-Tear' s-Meeting  at  Dublin, 
is  nominated  to  go  over  to  London  ;  but  being 
weakly,  and  unable  to  perform  that  Journey, 
he  writes  an  Epijlle  to  Friends. 

IN  the  ninth  Month  following,  our  Na-  j-OI  j 
tional-Meeting  was  at  Dublin,  beginning 
the  eighth  Day  of  the  faid  Month,  as  ufual :  National 
So  I  went  there,  where  was  a  large  Appearance  Half- 
of  Friends,  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  Year’s 
and  great  Numbers  of  others  thronged  to  our  5? SbL 
Meeting  for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  much 
Service  there  was,  which  lafted  Part  of  four 
Days,  and  was  carried  on  in  Peace  and  Con¬ 
cord,  in  the  v\  ifdom  of  God,  which  was  with 
Brethren  and  Elders,  in  managing  the  Affairs 
of  Truth  in  Meetings,  both  for  Dc&rine  and 
Church  Difcipitne,  which  ended  in  great 

Peace,  to  the  Praife  of  God  and  Comfort  of 
Friends. 

.  N°w,  when  the  Service  of  this  great  Meet¬ 
ing  was  over,  I  returned  Home,  Winter  beirrr 
come  and  my  Old-Age  not  able  to  enduie 
much  Cold  or  hard  Travel,  I  attended  the 
.  Service  of  Meetings  near  Home,  and  in  the 
tenth  Month  our  Province  Six- Weeks- Meeting 

being 
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1701.  being  at  Lamb' s-Town  in  the  County  of  Wex- 
ford ,  I  had  fome  Drawings  upon  my  Spirit 
Province  thither,  to  which  I  went,  and  had  good  Ser- 
Meeting  vice  there  on  feveral  Accounts,  the  Lords 
Goodnefs  being  with  us,  which  crowned  our 
Service  with  Succels  and  great  Comfort.  When 
that  Service  was  over,  I  rode  Home  in  the 
Company  of  J ofhua  Beale  and  Richard  Guy. 

Not  long  after  this,  there  came  a  Letter  from 
one  of  our  Correfpondentsat  London ,  fignifying 
that  Friends  there  were  Soliciting  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  get  Amendment  of  the  Adi  of  the 
Solemn  Affirmation,  io  called,  and  that  fome 
Friends  out  of  Ireland  were  delired  to  go  over 
toaffift  in  that  Service  according  to  Agreement 
formerly  at  the  Yearly-Meeting  at  London ,  and 
I  being  one  nominated  to  go  on  that  Service, 
rode  to  Dublin ,  where,  in  a  few  Days,  moft 
of  Friends  from  Ulfler  and  Munfter,  appointed 
for  that  Service,  came  up. 

We  had  feveral  fweet  comfortable  Meetings 
in  that  City,  both  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Conference  in  Matters  relating  to  Faith  and 
Principle,  in  which  Meetings  Things  wers 
opened  to  Edification  and  Comfort ;  my  Going 
there  was  of  good  Service,  and  acceptable  to 
Friends,  we  being  fweetly  comforted  together, 
but  my  ancient  decaying  Body  not  being  able 
to  perform  that  journey  by  Sea  and  Land  to 
London ,  in  cold  wet  Winter  Weather,  I  wrote 

an  Epiftle  to  Friends  of  London,  and  inclofed 
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it  in  a  Letter  to  our  Correfpondents  there,  to  170  r. 
deliver. 

When  I  had  done  what  Service  I  could  in 
the  afore-mentioned,  I  parted  with  Friends  in 
the  Overflowings  of  the  Love  of  God,  which 
flowed  in  our  Hearts,  in  which  we  fupplicated 
his  holy  Name  in  great  Tendemefs  and  Bro- 
kennefs  of  Spirit.  After  which  I  returned  W.  ft. 
Home  in  the  Company  of  fome  Friends,  and  rerum? 
kept  to  our  ufual  Meetings,  obferving  the  Time  Home'lc* 
and  Service  of  our  Monthly  and  Provincial- 
Meetings,  as  they  came  in  Courfe. 
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SECT.  XXIII. 

In  1702,  he  goes  over  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  at 
London.  After  his  Return ,  he,  in  Company 
With  G.  R.  vi fits  Ulfter,  then  writes  to  the 
Bifop  of  Kildare,  in  Behalf  of  Friends'  School- 
Mafter.at  Mountmelick. 
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at  Dublin 


at  Dublin ,  in  the  third  Month,  1702, 
approaching,  I  went  thither,  where  was  a  great 
Appearance  of  Friends  from  (everal  Parts  of 
the  Nation ;  alio  Accounts  were  given  of 
.Truth’s  Prolperity,  and  Friends’  Care  of  the 
Honour  of  God  and  Credit  ox  his  bleffed  Truth. 
At  this  Meeting  it  was  concluded,  that  fome 
Friends  of  this  Nation  lhould  go  to  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  at  London. 


And  I  being  one,  appointed  by  the  Meeting 
■dv.d  *  to  go  on  this  Concern,  with  twelve  other 
twelve  Friends,  we  took  Shipping  from  Dublin  the 
Friends  fifteenth  Day  of  the  third  Month  aforefaid, 
take  ship- being  accompanied  with  many  Friends  to  the 
ping  toy  Water-Side,  and  had  a  fvveet  comfortable  Meet- 
.  n°  11  ing  before  Parting,  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Light 
{Lining  in  our  Hearts,  to  the  Tendering  of  them 
in  his  Prefence,  and  to  our  great  Confoiation, 
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Satisfaction  and  Confirmation  that  he  owned  1702. 
us  in  this  his  Service.  So  parting  with  Friends, 
who  went  back  ;  we  that  were  appointed  to  go 
had  a  comfortable  eafy  Pafiiige,  and  enjoyed 
much  of  the  Lord’s  Goodnels  with  us.  After 
four  Nights  at  Sea  we  landed  at  Moffen  in  Wales , 
and  that  Evening  rode  to  Chejler ,  and  the  next 
.Day  took  our  Journey  towards  London ,  and 
came  thither  in  five  Days,  having  had  one 
Meeting  with  Friends  at  Mims  by  the  Way,  «r.  = 
upon  a  firlt  Day  of  the  Week. 

*  -  \  V  v  f  ’  '«  *  *  r  *  •  * 

*■4 

We  were  gladly  received  by  many  Brethren, 
who  greatly  rejoiced  to  fee  us  come.  The  next 
Morning  the  Yearly-Meeting  begun,  and  a  Yearly- 
great  Appearance  of  Friends  and  Brethren  from  MeefinS 
mod;  Counties  in  the  Nation.  The  Meeting  d0u.°'V 
continued  by  Adjournment  five  Days,  and  many 
Things  were  difeourfed  relating  to  the  Affairs 
of  Truth  and  Gofpel  Difcipline,  particularly 
that  about  the  Affirmation  Adi.  And  the  Meet¬ 
ing  came  to  this  Agreement,  That  the  dijjatis- 
jied  Friends  might  have  Liberty  to  folia t  the 
Parliament  for  One ,  that  might  be  eajy  to  them , 
when  Opportunity  offered.  So  after  the  Service 
of  that  Meeting  was  over,  having  been  at  fome 
very  full  Meetings,  and  preached  the  Dodlrine 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  in  the  Demon- 
ii ration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God,  to 
the  Comfort  and  Satisfadlion  of  many  Plearts 
and  Souls  in  that  City  ;  being  clear  of  that 
Service,  we  determined  to  leave  London  :  Many 
worthy  Brethren  came  to  take  their  Leave 
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1702.  of  us,  and  we  parted  in  the  fweet,  comfort- 
a^^e>  melting  Power  of  the  Lord  JefusChrifl, 
and  Com-  which  feals  us  in  the  Covenant  of  Light 
{’!,%  and  Life  ’>  took  Horfe,  feveral  of  the 

London.  Brethren  of  the  City  accompanying  us  fome 
Miles. 

Chefter.  So  we  came  to  Chefter ,  and  finding  an  Em¬ 
bargo  on  Shipping  there,  rode  on  to  Holy- bead, 
having  one  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Harding 
m  in  Wales  by  the  Way  ;  whilfl  we  were  at  Holy - 
head,  Thomas  Wilfon ,  Jofeph  Pike  and  Samuel 
Randall,  whom  we  had  left  behind  at  London , 
came  up  to  us,  and  after  flaying  there  one 
Night,  about  the  tenth  Flour  of  the  Evening 
next  Day  we  fet  fail  in  the  Packet  Boat  for  Ire¬ 
land,  and  about  the  tenth  Hour  in  the  Evening 
following,  came  to  Anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Dub¬ 
lin  1  lo  that  as  we  went  together,  we  all  re¬ 
turned  over  together,  and  landed  fafe  and  well : 
BlelTed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord  for  all  his 
Mercies, 

P;ib!h.  I  fFaid  in  Dublin  the  firft  Day’s  Meeting, 
and  on  feeond  Day  went  homeward,  accom¬ 
panied  by  iome  Friends.  Soon  after  our  Pro¬ 
vince-Meeting  for  Leinjler  was  at  the  Moat , 
and  I  went  thither  in  the  Company  of  fome 
Friends.  When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 
was  over,  which  held  two  Days,  I  returned 
Home,  and  foon  after  was  taken  with  a  great 
Uriels  over  all  my  Body,  occaiioned  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  Pain  in  my  Head,  which  kept  me  at  Home 

four 


William  Edmondson. 


tour  or  five  Weeks:  Then  our  Province-Meet-  1702. 
ing  being  at  Cajlledermot,  the  twentieth  Day 
of  the  feventh  Month  1702,  I  being  fome-  acrmot. 
what  recovered  of  my  llnefs,  went  to  the  Meet¬ 
ing. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
finding  myielf  able  to  travel,  I  rode  to  Dub¬ 
lin ,  and  ftaid  one  Meeting  there  ;  then  took  a  W.  E. 
Journey  into  the  North,  accompanied  with  9.K* 
George  Rooke,  and  we  had  many  full  and  pre-getherin- 
cious  Meetings  in  divers  Places,  both  withl°the 
Friends  and  others  in  feveral  Counties,  and  the  Ncrth* 
Lord’s  Power  and  Wifdom  were  mightily  with 
us,  to  divide  the  Word  according  to  the  Con¬ 
ditions  and  States  of  the  People;  alfo  his 
Power  healed  me  of  my  llnefs,  fo  that  I  was 
well  and  firong  to  anfwer  the  Lord’s  Service  : 

And  having  travelled  therein  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  Miles  in  about  five  Weeks  Space,  I  re¬ 
turned  Home. 

Before  I  took  that  Tourney  Friends’  School- 
Maffer,  who  taught  their  Children  at  Mount- 
me  lick,  had  been  cited  feveral  Times  to  the 
Bilhop  s  Court,  and  run  to,  or  near  an  Excom¬ 
munication  for  teaching  School  without  the 
Bilhop  s  Licence,  and  I  having  fome  Acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  Bilhop,  wrote  the  following 
Letter.,  and  lent  it  to  him,  viz,  b 
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May  it  pleafe  the  Bifhop.  . 

«  -  .  "  ,  '  ,  ,  •  ~  i  4 

^  '  ,A  '  1  '  f  ' 

W  E’s  **  8  ^  HIS  comes  as  an  Addrefis  in  the  Behalf 
Letter  to  j[_  of  a  Friend  of  mine,  who  teaches  our  Chil- 

in  Behalf^  dren  at  Mountmelick,  for  which .  and  no  other 
of  Friends  Cauje  of  Offence .  fome  Per  Jons  have  prefented 

Mailer"  ^tm  *n  Bijhop’ s  Court ,  which  may  be  fuppofed 
was  done  out  of  Prejudice  or  Self-Interejl ;  for 
he  is  a  quiet  harmiefs  Englishman,  capable  to 
infract  Children  in  Learning  and  Sobriety.  Now 
<we  under  Hand,  that  the  Officers  of  the  faid  Court 
are  proceeding  againf  him  to  an  Excommunica¬ 
tion  :  So  the  Ifjue  muft  be  a  Prifon  if  not  pre- 
.  vented  by  thee. 

«r 


Be  plea  fed  to  hear  a  few  Sentences ,  though  in  a 
plain  Drej's,  yet  true  in  themjehes :  We  are 
Chriftians,  and  hold  the  Faith  and  Dodrine  as 
delivered  by  our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus  and  his 
Apoftles,  before  the  Apoftacy  and  Falling 
away,  according  as  it  is  left  on  Record  in  holy 
jvenretota‘  Scriptures,  and  we  are  confciencious  in  our 
educate  Duty,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  educate  and 
om  Child-  trajn  Up  QUr  Children  accordingly. 

Now  Experience  hath  taught  us ,  that  in  fend¬ 
ing  Children  to  [neb  Schools .  where  Books  are 
taught ,  filled  with  idle  Stories .  lying  IV orders. 
Fopperies .  and  invented  Ceremonies ,  befides  evil 
Converfation,  both  in  Words  and  Act  ions,  too 
much  countenanced,  if  not  encouraged  by  too  many 
School-Mafters  and  Miftrefi'es.  childijh  Nature 
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in  Tenth  is  prone  to  liflen  thereto,  rather  than  to 
Things  that  tend  to  Virtue  and  Sobriety ,  and  be¬ 
ing  graf  ted  in  their  Minds  when  young ,  grow  up 
with  them ,  and  Jo  obflrudl  better  Things ,  that 
tend  to  Godlinefs  and  their  Salvation. 


Now ,  this  is  our  Cafe  plain  and  fimple ,  which 
1  defire  thou  in  Moderation  may  conjider ,  and  let 
it  have  thy  favourable  Conjlritfiion,  and  that  we 
are  Protefiants,  according  to  the  Faith  and  Doc¬ 
trine  in  the  Reformation  from  Popery  and  Apof- 
tacy ,  the  Truth  whereof  hath  been  tried  on  many 
Accounts  and  Occaftons ,  that  have  happened  Jince 
the  Lord  gathered  us  to  be  a  People ,  and  the  fame 
hath  turned  to  an  Account  of  Credit  to  our  P ro¬ 
te  Hant  P rofeffion.  And  further ,  in  the  late  Ca¬ 
lamities  in  this  biation ,  we  fufered  with  the  Pro¬ 
tefiants  of  the  Church  of  England,  fo  termed ; 
and  fome  of  its  can  fay ,  when  there  was  but  a 
Step  betwixt  us  and  Death,  and  the  Lord's  Hand 
°f  Providence  interpofed,  and  refrained  cruel 
vile  Men.  IF e  have  not  fought  any  Reparation 
for  our  Sufferings ;  but  defire ,  that  as  we  are 
Protefiants,  and  have  fufered  with  you,  we  may 
now,  m  \ lime  of  Peace,  live  quietly  under  you 
m  our  lawful  Callings,  to  maintain  our  Families 
according  to  a  good  Confcience  towards  God  and 
all  Men. 

And  now  the  Lord  being  highly  provoked  by 
Wickednefs  of  all  Sorts,  1  fay,  if  he  in  J uft ice 
foould  again  bring  his  Scourge  and  overflowing 
Tempefl  over  this  Nation,  we  miff  Juffer  with 

the 
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1702.  the  P rot  eft ants  ;  for  we  can  flee  to  no  People  but 
to  them  :  So  what  you  do  againft  ns,  you  do  a- 
gainfl  yourfehes,  and  pull  the  Iioufe  down  with 
your  own  Hands,  contrasting  Trouble  to  yourfelves, 
by  troubling  us:  For  ij you  excommunicate  us, 
and  throw  us  into  Prifon  upon  the  Account  of  our 
Confciences,  you  mufl  releafe  us  again,  or  if  we 
die  in  Prifon  Upon  the  Account  of  a  tender  Con- 

.  .  «  *  «  *  V  M  / 1  •  • 


periecute  jclence^  it  will  be  charged  to  the  Account  of  him  or 


faience-'  them  that  are  the  Caufe  of  it ;  and  I  am  Jure  it 
fake  mud  is  the  Principle  of  the  right  Church  of  Old  Eng- 
th- Ufa*T >r  land,  that  are  not  out- bi  a  fled  with  Self -Inter eft, 
not  to  imprifon  People  upon  Con fcience-  Account, 
and  much  lefs  a  Man for  teaching  Children  to  read 
the  holy  Scriptures  and  good  Books  tending  to 
Virtue. 


1  have  a  fecret  Belief,  that  thou  haft  no  De¬ 
light  or  Inclination,  that  People  ft. mil d  be  caft 
into  Prifon  on  fitch  Accounts,  which  makes  me  the 
more  willing  to  let  thee  know  the  Proceedings  of 
thy  Officers  in  Court  againft  our  faid  Friend,  de- 
firing  thee  to  read  this,  and  Jo  leave  it  to  thy  DiJ- 
cretion ,  and  the  Ifflue  to  the  Lord. 


POST- 


■  -  ‘  -  ■ 

. 
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A  Worthy  Saying  of  Bifhop  Boyle  (called  1702, 

Primate  of  Ireland)  againjl  Controverfy 

and  Strife  among  Chriftians,  in  thefe  Words  :  Remind- 

Heaven  is  a  quiet  Place,  there  no  Quarrels eth  the 

are;  and  Religion  is  a  holy  and  peaceable Sfe 

Thing,  which  excites  to  Piety  and  Charity  ;  worthy 

but  not  to  Strife  and  Debates.”  And  that  %in£s* 

noble '  and  worthy  Prince ,  King  WILLIAM 

in  his  Speech  to  the  Parliament ,  “  That  Differ! 

ences  of  Names  among  Proteftants  might 

“  be  taken  away,  and  no  other  Diftindion  of 

Re  igion  among  his  Subjeds,  but  Proteftants 
and  Papifts.” 


(( 
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Mount¬ 
ing  lick. 


Dublin. 


SECT.  XXIV. 


in  1703,  he  goes  over  to  the  Yearly-Meeting  at 
London  and  Briflol,  vi filing  many  Counties 
in  England,  is  at  the  Quarterly- Meetings  at 
Lincoln  and  York.  Ajter  his  Return ,  he 
vijits  Friends  in  the  Province  oj  Munfter. 


O  W,  Toon  after  my  Journey  out  of  the 
North,  aforefaid,  our  Provincial  Quar¬ 
terly-Meeting  was  at  Mountmelicky  which  held 
part  of  three  Days,  and  the  Lord’s  heavenly 
Prelence  was  with  us  in  his  Service,  to  our 


great  Comfort  t  And  in  the  Week  following 
was  our  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting  at  Dub¬ 


lin,  as  ufual,  where  the  Lord’s  Power  and 
Prefence  accompanied  us  in  a  glorious  Manner ; 
a  b Idled,  comfortable  and  ferviceable  Meeting 
it  was,  and  Church  Affairs  therein  were  ma¬ 
naged  in  Peace  and  Concord.  After  the  Service 
of  the  Meeting  was  over,  which  held  moft  of 
four  Days,  I  returned  Home  in  the  Company 
of  fome  Friends,  and  continued  keeping  to 
Meetings  there-away,  not  being  able  to  travel 
much  in  cold  Winter,  by  Reafon  of  old  Age. 


Lei nftcr  After  a  while  the  Quarterly-Meeting  for 

Quarterly  j ieinfter  Province  being  at  Cajlledermot ,  I  went 

*t  Cattle-  thither,  in  Company  of  many  Friends.  The 
dennot.  Service 
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Service  of  that  Meeting  held  part  of  three  1703. 
Days,  it  was  a  comfortable  Meeting,  both  in 
the  Wotfhip  of  God  and  for  Difcipline,  which 
was  clofely  managed  in  (weet  Unity  and  Con¬ 
cord.  From  thence  I  returned  Home  with 
my  Wife  and  feveral  Friends.  Our  next  Meet¬ 
ing  for  Leinfler  Province  was  at  Catberlougb ,  Catlier- 
and  I  went  to  it ;  which  Meeting  held  moft  of  0l‘^u 
two  Days  in  Worfhip  and  Difcipline  to  good 
Satisfaction.  Among  other  Things  relating  to 
Truth  and  Church  Affairs,  fome  Friends  were 
appointed  by  the  National  Half-Year’s  Meet¬ 
ing  at  Dublin  in  the  laft  ninth  Month  1702, 
to  be  at  the  Yearly-meeting  in  London  this 
Year  1703.  I  being  one  of  that  Number, 
we  concluded  to  be  at  Dublin  the  twenty  fixth 
Day  of  the  firft  Month,  in  order  to  take  Ship¬ 
ping  for  England ,  on  Account  of  that  Service, 

&c.  and  having  Intention  of  vifiting  feveral 
other  Meetings  of  Friends  in  divers  Parts  of 
England ,  our  Monthly-Meeting  having  Unity 
with  my  Concern,  gave  me  their  Certificate 
accordingly,  as  a  Member  thereof,  as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  Cafes. 


On  the  twenty  fifth  Day  of  the  firft  Month 
1703,  I  fet  forward  from  my  own  Houle, 
parting  with  my  Wife  in  tender  Love  and  Re- 
fignation  to  the  Will  of  God  :  So  went  to 
Dublin ,  and  there  met  with  fome  of  thole 
Friends  appointed  to  go  with  me  for  England ; 
we  ftaid  two  Meetings  in  Dublin ,  and  took 
Shipping  there  on  the  firft  Day  of  the  fecond 

L  1  2  Month, 


W.  E.  in 
tends  for 
London. 


He  ftaid 
two  Meet¬ 
ings  at 
Dublin, 
and  there 
to  kShip* 
pin£. 


1703*  Month,  viz.  George  Rook e,  John  Watfon, 
Thomas  Pierce ,  "John  Hoope  and  myfelf,  many 
Friends  accompanying  us  to  the  Water-Side, 
where  vve  had  a  fweet  comfortable  Meeting  in 
the  Overflowings  of  the  Love  of  God,  which 
fealed  to  us,  that  his  Goodnefs  would  go  with 
us  j  fo  parting  with  Friends  that  returned,  we 
fhipped  in  the  Packet-Boat  bound  to  NeJJon, 
They  an-  and  came  to  Anchor  in  Chefter  Water  next 

Chefter  Day,  and  on  *ame  Day  I  and  George  Rooke 
Water,  went  to  Liverpool ,  the  next  Day  to  Penketh, 

Liverpool an<^  a  Meeting  there,  which  was  large, 

it  being  on  a  firfl;  Day  of  the  Week.  Heie 
the  reft  of  our  Company  came  to  us,  and  we 
Franley.  went  to  Franley  in  Chejhire ,  to  a  Monthly-- 
M  or  ley.  Meeting  of  Friends,  and  next  Day  to  Morley 
to  another  Monthly-Meeting,  having  good 
Service  for  the  Lord  in  thele  Meetings,  and 
Friends  were  comforted.  From  thence  we 
Newtown,  came  to  Newtown,  where  Friends  deiired  to 
have  a  Meeting  with  us  before  We  left  that 
County,  which  we  accordingly  had  to  good 
Satisfaction  and  Comfort  in  the  Lord,  and  one 
in  another  :  That  Night  we  came  to  John 
Foreft.  Merrick’s  Houfe  in  the  Foreft  ;  George  Rooke 
and  I  ftaid  there  the  next  Day,  but  Thomas 
Nantwich  Pierce  and  John  Hoope  rode  to  Nantwich,  to 
appoint  a  Meeting  there  on  the  Day  following  ; 
to  which  we  went,  and  People  came  in,  lo 
that  we  wanted  Room,  it  being  on  a  flrft  Day 
of  the  Week. 

*  '  V*1  t  -•  *  *  '• 


From 


William  Edmondson.  261 

From  thence  we  went  to  Wolverhampton,  fo  1703. 
on  to  Stur  bridge,  to  Bewdely,  to  Droitwich,  and 
to  IVorcefter,  having  a  Meeting  at  each  Place  Wo,v®r* 
and  ftaid  at  Worcefter  until  the  firft  Day  of  the  St™?0"* 
Week,  having  two  Meetings  more,  which  were  bridgc- 
large,  and  Friends  well  comforted  in  the  Lord,  Droitwidi 
whofe  Prefence  was  with  us  in  a  plentiful  Worcefter 
Manner.  The  next  Day  we  went  to  Tewkjbury,  Tewks- 
and  ftaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends :  ThebliI> 
_Day  following  to  Gloucefler ,  and  had  a  Meet- Gloucefter 
ing  there  ;  and  fo  to  Nail/wortb,  and  were  there  Nailf- 
with  Friends  at  their  Meeting,  here  we  met  "or^h* 
with  Jofepb  Pike  come  from  Cork  in  Ireland , 
intending  to  Bri/lol,  fo  we  went  together,  and 
ihe  fame  Day  was  at  Friends*  IVfeeting  in 
Bri/lol,  it  being  their  Meeting  Day,  and  tarried 
in  that  City  five  Days,  being  the  time  of  their 

C  TT'  '  1  r  ^  ,  *  a  very  great  Appearance  Yearly- 

et  Friends  from  divers  Parts.  We  were  at  Meeting 

feveral  heavenly  Meetings,  and  had  good  Ser-  at  BriftoK 

vice  for  the  Lord  and  his  People,  the  Lord’s 

Power  being  mightily  manifefted  with  us  in 
his  Work. 

When  the  Service  of  that  Yearly-Meeting 
was  over,  we  took  Leave  and  parted  in  the 
melting  Power  and  tender  Love  of  God  :  So 
left  Bri/lol  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  the  lecond 
Month  w*.  George  Rooke,  Thomas  Pierre 
John  Hocpe  and  I,  and  came  to  Tidbury,  Tidbury, 
where  we  had  a  Meeting,  and  the  next  Day  to 
Sudbury ;  from  thence  to  Cirencejlert  and  had  Sudbury,  • 
two  Meetings  there,  being  on  a  firft  Day  of  cire,1‘ 

J  ,  cdteiv 
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1703.  the  Week  ;  thence  to  Charlvw ,  and  had  a 
comfortable  Meeting  there  with  Friends :  From 
Abington.  thence  to  Abington ,  and  had  a  Meeting  there ; 

and  on  the  next  Day  were  at  Friends’  Meeting 
Reading,  at  Reading,  where  we  ftaid  the  firft  Day  fol¬ 
lowing,  having  two  Meetings  more,  which 
were  of  Service  and  Comfort  to  true  hearted 
Windfor.  Friends.  From  thence  we  went  to  IVindJor , 
and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends. 

On  the  thirteenth  Day  of  the  third  Month 
Yearly-  1703,  we  came  to  London  to  the  Yearly-Meet- 
Meeti.iS  many  Friends  from  moil;  Counties  were 

at  .on  on  t^ere^  an(j  we  wefe  a(.  many  ferviceable  Meet¬ 
ings  for  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Truths 
Affairs  relating  to  Golpel  Order ;  and  the  emi¬ 
nent  Hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  us,  to  direct 
in  Matters  of  Church  Difcipline.  When  the 
Service  of  the  faid  Yearly-Meeting  was  over,  I 
ftaid  in  London,  in  Truth's  Service,  until  the 
twenty  feventh  Day  of  the  third  Month  afore- 
W.  E.  faid,  then  took  Leave  of  Friends  and  Brethren 
■'rrd'  in  the  tender  Love  of  God,  and  went  in  Com- 
lon  °n’  pany  of  Jfaac  Alexander  and  Thomas  Pierce  to 
Hertford  ;  feveral  Brethren  of  London  accom¬ 
panying  us  on  our  Way  ;  the  next  Day  we 
,  had  a  full  Meeting  at  Hertford  with  Friends 

XiCIOC" 

and  others. 

On  the  Day  following  we  went  to  Ives,  and 

on  the  next  Day,  being  fir  It  Day  of  the  Week, 

had  a  large  Meeting  there  at  Friends’  Meeting- 

iloule,  where  the  Dodrine  of  Chad's  King¬ 
dom 
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dom  was  powerfully  preach’d.  Friends  com-  1703. 
forted  and  well  refrefhed.'  The  next  Day  we  '-''"WJ 
went  to  Stamford  in  Lincolnfoire ,  and  were  at  Stanford. 
Friends’  Meeting  there  ;  and  ©n  the  Day  fol¬ 
lowing  to  King ’s- Clift  in  Northamptonshire ,  King's- 
having  a  Meeting  there  ;  and  next  Day  back 
to  Stamford ,  and  had  another  Meeting  there ; 
the  Day  following  to  Deepin,  where  we  had  a  Deepin. 
large  powerful  Meeting  ;  and  from  thence  to 
Bourn ,  and  had  a  Meeting  there,  which  was  Bourn, 
large,  many  Friends  came  thither  from  other 
Meetings,  it  being  on  a  firll  Day. 


After  the  Meeting  we  went  to  John  Simp/on's 
Houfe  at  Lobthorp  ;  and  on  the  next  Day  to 
Willoughby  to  Samuel  Event's  Houle,  and  had 
a  Meeting  there  ;  after  the  Meeting  we  went 
to  Waddington  ;  and  the  next  Day  to  Lincoln , 
to  Friends’  Quarterly-Meeting  there,  which 
held  part  of  two  Days.  When  the  Service  of 
that  Meeting  was  over,  we  went  to  Gainf- 
borough ,  and  next  Day  had  a  Meeting  there ; 
the  Day  following  to  Briggs  and  next  Day  had 
a  large  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  it  being 
full  Day  of  the  Week  ;  and  fo  to  Epnvortb  in 
the  Ifle  of  Exham,  and  had  a  Meeting  there 
with  Friends. 


Lobthorp., 

Willough- 

by.  '  ' 

Wadding- 

tou. 

Quarterly 
Meeting 
at  Lincoln 
Gainfbo- 
rough. 

Brig?. 


Epworti 


1, 


After  Meeting  we  went  to  Thorn,  and  next  Thorn, 
Day  to  Selby ,  fo  had  a  Meeting  there  ;  the  Day  Selby, 
following  to  Tork,  to  their  County  Quarterly-  Quarterly 
Meeting,  where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  ^eeting 
Friends,  and  our  Service  well  accepted.  When  at  itrk’ 

the 
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1703.  the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  lfacte 
V/'V’'*-!  Alexander ,  my  Fellow-Labourer  in  the  Gofpel 
of  Chrift  from  London  hither,  went  homewards, 
and  we  parted  in  the  Love  of  Chrift,  in  which 
we  travelled  together.  Then  I  and  'Thomas 
Weather-  Pierce  went  to  Weather  by,  in  the  Company  of 
by-  feveral  Friends,  and  that  Day  had  a  Meeting 
there  with  Friends  :  After  the  Meeting  we 
Leeds.  went  to  Leeds ;  and  next  Day  to  Halifax ,  ac- 
Hahfax,  companied  with  Aaron  Atkinf on,  Jofeph  Baynes , 
and  fome  other  Friends  ;  on  the  Day  following, 
being  the  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  had  a  full 
Meeting  there. 

*  •  '  k  ♦ 

The  next  Day,  I  and  Thomas  Pierce  took  our 
Journey  towards  Weft-Chefter,  and  that  Day 
John  came  to  John  Merrick's  in  the  Feed:,  and  next 
Cheher. '  Day  to  Chefler ,  and  fo  on  to  Ne/fon,  to  look 
Neiibn.  for  Shipping  for  Ireland ;  and  not  finding  Con- 
Holyhead  veniency  there,  went  to  Holyhead,  where  we 
fhipped  our  Horfes  in  the  Packet-Boat,  and 
that  Evening  fet  Sail,  having  a  rough  Night  at 
Sea,  but  through  the  Lord’s  Mercy  came  well 
Dublin,  into  Dublin  Harbour  the  next  Morning,  being 
firft:  Day  of  the  Week  ;  but  we  got  not  afhore 
with  our  Horfes  till  near  Night.  I  was  weary 
and  fore  with  hard  Travel  and  Labour,  fo 
refted  at  Dublin  one  Day,  and  on  the  Day 
following  went  homeward,  accompanied  by 
feveral  Friends  of  Dublin  part  of  the  Way  ; 
and  on  the  thirtieth  Day  of  the  fourth  Month 
1703,  came  to  my  own  Houfe,  wherethrough 
the  Lord’s  Mercies  I  found  Things  well,  blelfed 
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be  his  Name  !  This  Journey  was  above  fix  1703. 
bundled  Miles,  befides  croffing  the  Sea* 

Soon  after  1  came  Dome,  our  Quarterly-  Quarterly 
Meeting  was  at  Ca/iledsrmoi ,  and  I  went  there  a^cLVt'e- 
ln  Company  of  feveral  Friends,  where  was  a  dermot. 
great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  divers  Parts* 
and  good  Service,  a  Concern  being  upon  many 
for  Truth’s  Prosperity,  and  good  Order  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  This  Meeting  held  part  of 
three  Days  when  it  was  over  I  went  Home* 
and  kept  to  Meetings  as  they  fell  in  Courfe. 

Our  next  Province- Meeting  was  at  Athy,  and  Athy. 

I  went  to  it  in  the  Company  of  fome  Friends, 
when  the  Service  was  over,  I  returned  Home. 

Soon  after  I  took  a  journey  to  vifit  Friends  W.  fc. 
in  the  Province  of  Munfter ,  with  Georgs  Rooks  and  G: 
my  Companion  and  Fellow-Labourer  in  the  Munfer.'0 
Gofpel  ;  and  having  fome  Meetings  in  our 
Way  we  came  to  Cork,  and  were  at  their  Province. 
Province-Meeting  there,  where  were  many  ^eetil1S 
Friends.  And  abiding  there  fome  Days,  vve  at  Corko 
had  feveral  good  Meetings,  in  which  Friends 
were  well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord  $  and  we 
parted  in  the  Love  of  God  :  So  took  our 
journey  to  Charlevil ,  where  we  lodged  that  ChaPevih 
Night,  and  had  a  Meeting  j  and  on  the  next 
Day  we  rode  to  Limerick ,  and  had  feveral  Limerick. 
Meetings  there  with  Friends,  from  thenee  we 
went  to  Birr,  and  fo  to  my  Houfe. 


M  m 
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1703.  Oar  Province-Meeting  for  Leinfler  being 
that  Week  at  Mountmelick,  I  was  there  with 
Province-  many  Friends  from  other  Parts,  and  fome  from 
Meeting  England.  About  this  Time  the  Parliament  fat 
at  *iat>  at  Dublin ,  and  the  Bifhops  and  Priefts  having 
drawn  up  Heads  of  a  Bill  for  their  more  eafy 
Recovery  of  Tithes,  &c.  they  laboured  with 
both  Houfes,  Lords  and  Commons,  to  get  the 
Bill  paffed  into  an  Aft,  which,  if  granted, 
was  like  to  prove  ruinous  to  Friends,  £sV. 
But  through  the  Lord’s  Mercy  and  Care  over 
us,  who  gave  us  Favour  in  the  Hearts  of  our 
Superiors,  upon  diligent  Application  of  Friends 
to  the  Parliament,  and  (hewing  our  Reafons 
A  Bill  for  againft  faffing  the  faid  Bill ;  they,  in  Tender- 
lithcs  re-  nefs  t0  us  an(j  others  whom  it  might  affedt, 

laid  it  afide. 


jetted. 


Now  I  was  unable  to  ride,  by  Occafion  of  a 
Fall,  but  in  fome  Time  after  being  recovered, 
"Province- 1  went  to  our  Province-Meeting  at  Caflledermot , 
Ma  ting  where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  of 
aermot^"  feveral  Counties,  and  the  Lord’s  good  Prefence 
with  us,  and  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  were 
clofely  managed  in  the  Wifdom  and  Authority 
of  the  bleffed  Truth,  to  the  great  Comfort  of 
concerned  Friends  and  Brethren.  There  were 
two  Friends  from  England  with  us,  the  Service 
of  that  Meeting  held  part  of  three  Days  in 
the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Difcipline  of  the 
Church.  When  the  Meeting  was  over,  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  own  Dwelling  in  the  Company 

of  feveral  Friends,  cold  Weather  coming  on, 

together 
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together  with  Old-Age,  my  decaying  Body  1703. 
would  not  admit  me  to  travel  long  Journies : 

So  I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home  as  they  fell 
in  Courie. 

*  .  j 


SECT.  XXV. 

In  1704,  he,  according  to  his  ufual  Cuflom , 
vijits  Friends  in  their  National  and  Provin¬ 
cial-Meetings  ;  afterwards  in  his  Sicknefs  is 
refigned  to  the  Will  of  God ,  and  gives  a  Sum¬ 
mary  of  his  Life ,  Faith  and  Practice,  &c. 

IN  the  third  Month  1704,  the  National-  1704. 

Meeting  of  Friends  being  then  at  Dublin,  Nationa'- 
as  ufual,  I  went  thither  in  the  Company  of  Meeting 
fome  Friends,  and  attended  the  Service  of  that  5t  Dub^«- 
Meeting,  which  held  three  Days  in  the  Wor- 
(hip  of  Almighty  God,  and  for  promoting 
Truth  and  Righteoufnefs  among  us  :  Com¬ 
fortable  Accounts  were  given  from  other  Meet¬ 
ings  of  the  godly  Care  that  was  on  Friends  in 
their  feveral  Meetings  and  Quarters,  for  the 
Honour  of  the  blefied  Truth,  as  alfo  the  Good 
and  Prefervation  one  of  another  ;  and  though  Excrc:f, 
fome^  occafional  Exercifo  happened,  yet  the  happeneth 
Lord  s  Power  went  over  it,  and  our  conclufive  there>  yei 
Meeting  was  full,  wherein  large  and  heavenly  Z 
Temmonies  were  bom  in  the  Demonft ration  ciuc*eth  to 

M  m  3  ofas;. 
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of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  great  Comfort  and 
Refrefhment  of  Friends  ;  in  a  Senfe  of  which 
we  returned  to  our  feveral  Places  of  Abode. 


jviunfter  Some  Time  after  I  went  to  Munficr  Province^ 
Province-  Meeting  at  Clonmel ,  which  held  moft  of  two 

at  Cion-  Days.  and  was  a  tefrefhing  comfortable  Meet- 
mel.  ing,  in  the  heavenly  Openings  of  the  Tefti- 
mony  of  Jefus,  and  in  our  parting  one  from 
another,  in  Tendernefs  of  Heart  and  Bowels 
of  Love  we  fwejstly  enjoyed  the  Lord’s  Good- 
nefs,  to  our  great  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  : 
So'  I  went  Home  in  Company  of  fome  Friends, 
and  kept  to  adjacent  Meetings  as  they  cam?  in 
Courfe,  being  unable  to  take  long  Journies, 
tty  Reafpn  of  Weaknefs,  arid  Pain  over  tny 
whole  Body. 


JL  einfter 
Quarterly 
Meeting 
Moui.it- 
melick. 


E.  ac¬ 
quits  him- 
fclf  in  the 
I  .orris 
Teftimony 


Yet  Lein/ler  Province  Quarterly-Meeting  be* 
ing  near  at  Mountmehck ,  I  got  to  it,  thoqgh 
under  Affliction  of  Body,  and  the  Lord  enabled 
me  to  anfwer  what  Service  he  required  of  me, 
The  Meeting  held  part  of  three  Days  in  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Difcipline,  in  hoth  which,  through 
the  Lord’s  Affiffance  by  his  divine  Spirit  and 
Power,  I  bore  a  faithful  Teftimony  for  the 


Lord  and  his  Hefted  Truth  ;  fo  that  if  it 


were  the  Jaft  Time  the  Lord  would  give  me 
to  appear  in  public  Teftimony,  I  found  rny- 

felf  clear. 


After 
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After  the  Meeting  I  returned  Home,  but  '  > 
my  Ilnefs  increafed,  lo  that  my  whole  Body 
was  under  great  Affii&ion  and  Pain,  even  nigh  He  is 
unto  Death,  no  Place  could  give  me  Eale,  b.rou2ht 
many  Friends  and  El.ders  came  daily  to  fee  me ;  Death,'"10 
fome  from  far :  In  whole  Vilits  I  was  com-  yet  reco- 
forted,  and-  by  their  fervent  Prayers,  through  veurtiu 
the  tender  Mercy  of  God,  the  Violence  of  the 
raging  Diftemper  fomewhat  abated,  and  was 
brought  within  Compafs  of  my  weak  Abilities 
to  bear.  Alfo  Thomas  Pierce  from  Limerick , 
carefully  applied  Things  for  my  Eafe  in  this 
Time  of  Extremity,  as  heretofore  he  had  done 
upon  the  like  Occafions,  having  accompanied 
me  feveral  Times  in  Travel,  in  the  Lord’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  both  in  this  Nation  and  England. 


Now,  in  the  eighth  Month  in  the  Year 
I7C4>  in  the  leventy  leventn  Year  of  my 
Age,  being  under  much  Affiidion  and  Weak- 
nefs  of  Body,  I  was  refigned  unto  the  bleiled 
Will  of  the  Lord  :  Yet  were  it  his  Time 
would  gladly  have  been  diffolved,  and  at  Eafe, 
where  the  IV e ary  are  at  Reft ,  and  the  Wicked 
ceaje  from  Troubling.  For  I  was  not  afraid  of 
Death  or  the  Grave,  but  could  fay  through  the 
tender  Mercy  of  God,  Death,  where  is  thy 
Ding?  Grave,  where  is  thy  Victory  ?  through 
ftedlall:  Faith  and  Hope  in  my  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  fuffered  for  me,  and 
whom  Death  or  the  Grave  could  not  hold  ; 
but  ro/e  again,  and  appears  before  the  Father 

forme,  as  Advocate,  Mediator  and  Ipterceder ; 

who 
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1704.  who  in  my  youthful  Days  was  pleafed  to  vifit 
me  with  the  Appearance  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to 
turn  me  from  the  Evil  of  my  Ways,  making 
me  fenfible  of  his  Judgments  and  Mercies, 
calling  me  by  his  Grace  to  a  Reformation,  and 
He  hath  alfo  put  me  into  his  Service  of  the  Miniftration 
the  Tefti-  0f  the  Word  of  Life,  and  Dodtrine  of  his 
Kingdom,  endowing  me  with  a  Talent  of  his 
holy  Spirit  of  Underftanding  in  Dodtrine  and 
Difcipline  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Church,  in 
which  I  have  laboured  for  the  Space  of  above 
fifty  Years,  according  to  my  Strength  and  Abi¬ 
lity,  through  many  Troubles,  deep  Exercifes 
and  Perils  of  divers  Kinds,  met  with  by  Sea 
and  Land,  which  fell  to  my  Lot  in  my  Line 
of  the  Lord's  Service,  both  in  the  Wildernefs 
by  Robbers  and  blood-thirfty  Murtherers,  by 
open  Oppofers  and  Enemies  to  Truth,  and 
worft  of  all  by  falfe  Brethren  under  the  fame 
Profeffion.  Thefe  Things,  and  many  other 
great  Exerciles  and  Straits,  the  Lord  s  Arm 
and  gracious  Providence  have  ftill  preferved  me 
through,  and  fupported  me  over  in.  the  Faith 
And  Vic- that  gives  Victory,  having  hleffed  his  Work 
tory  by  ancj  gjven  the  Teftimony  of  his  Truth  Domi- 

theLord.  nion  to  this  prefent  Time, 

Now  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  me  Eafe 

from  my  violent  Pain,  after  a  confiderable 

National  Time  of  Affliction,  and  the  National  Half- 

Half-  Year’s-Meeting  of  Friends  being  at  hand  at 

Dublin,  as  ulual,  1  found  fomc  Drawings  in 

at  Uub.ln.  Spirit  to  go  to  it,  though  my  Body  was  weak, 
r  and 
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and  according  to  Appearance  unfit  to  take  a  1704. 
Journey  :  So  I  went  in  Faith,  knowing  that  c/'YX# 
the  Lord’s  Strength  had  carried  me  through 
great  Weaknefs,  deep  Exercifes,  and  fore  Af- 
fliftions,  on  many  Accounts,  in  his  Service  j 
and  according  to  Faith  in  him.  Strength  was 
given  me  to  perform  that  Service,  to  the  Satif- 
fadtion  and  Comfort  of  many  Friends.  After 
the  Meeting  was  over,  which  held  three  Days, 

I  returned  Home,  in  the  Company  of  feveral 
Friends. 

•  ‘  *  »i 1 

Soon  after  Leinfter  Quarterly-Meeting  began  Leiofc- 
at  Catherhugh ,  I  went  to  it, "  and  the  Lord’s  ?rir,.erI>' 
Power  was  with  us  in  an  eminent  Manner,  tOatCatter- 
Friends’  Comfort  and  Encouragement  in  the  kll£h* 
Service  of  Truth.  After  the  Meeting,  which 
held  part  of  three  Days  in  the  Worship  of  God 
and  Church  Affairs,  was  over,  I  returned 
Home,  and  kept  to  Meetings  as  they  came  in 
Courfe,  both  Weekly  and  Monthly. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  firft  Month  follow-  w-  K 
1  had  Drawings  in  my  Spirit  to  go  to  S* 
Dublin,  which  I  did,  and  was  with  Friends  >«  their 
about  a  Week,  and  at  three  public  Meetings 
for  the  Worfhip  of  God,  as  alfo  at  their  Mens’" 
Meeting  for  Church  Affairs,  and  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  fill  my  Heart  with  his  Word  and 
Teffimony,  as  at  other  Times,  and  to  open 
many  divine  Myfteries,  which  I  publifhed  in 
the  Demonffration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  in  the  publick  Meeting,  as  he 

was 
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1704.  was  pleafed  to  give  me  Ability  and  Utterance  5 
'o''Vs-'  in  the  Conclufion  of  the  Teftimony,  in  the 
frefh  Opening  of  Life,  I  told  the  Auditory, 
That  in  the  lafi  Calamity  over  this  Nation ,  that 
City  felt  little  of  it,  but  heard  the  Report,  and 
had  not  prized  the  Lord's  Mercies  fo  as  to  walk 
worthy  of  them  in  that  great  Prefervation  and 
A  Rod  of  now,  I  was  to  tell  them,  the  Lord  had  a  Rod  in 
th£X  St°re  for  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City  (to  wit , 
upon  the  Dublin)  and  I  defired  in  SubmiJJion  to  the  Will 
^ntfof  °f  that  it  might  not  be  fuch  as  would  break 
Dublin  them  to  pieces ,  and  bid  them  remember ,  that  I 
for  their  had  told  them  of  it.  Another  Day  I  was  fitting 
5udeat&c  in  a  Friend’s  Houfe  in  that  City,  with  feveral 
’  ‘  Elders  and  Brethren,  and  it  fprung  afrefh  in 

my  Heart,  to  fay  to  them,  That  the  Lord  would 
make  this  Earneftnefs  of  getting  the  Riches  of 
this  World ,  in  the  End  unto  many ,  with  whom 
he  hath  long  driven ,  and  often  faithfully  warned 
of  the  Danger  thereof,  that  they  might  be  weaned 
The  evil  from  the  fame,  even  as  the  Flefh  that  God  gave 
Effeft  of  t0  the  Jews  in  the  Wildernefs,  when  they  flighted 
SfT&f"  the  Bread  which  he  gave  them  from  Heaven , 
'  *  and  lulled  after  the  Fief -Pots,  Onions  and 

Garlic,  in  Egypt, 
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SECT.  XXVI. 

In  1705,  he  vifits  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  ac¬ 
companied  with  G.  Rooke  j  and  in  1706. 
fever al  Places ,  where  People  were  defirous  to 
hear  the  Tefimony  of  Truth  :  Meets  with 
Jbufe  at  Rol'creagh  :  Vifits  Leinfter  Province- 
Meeting,  and  the  County  of  Tipperary,  in 
Company  with  Thomas  Wilfon. 


SOME  Time  after  I  left  Lublin,  and  re- 

turned  Home,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  heal  JvC 
me  lo  that  I  was  very  healthy,  only  weak  of 
Body  by  reafon  of  Old-Age  and  Hardlhips, 
that  I  had  endured  in  my  Travels.  I  kept  to 

Meetings  near  us,  and  was  at  Dublin  at  the  National 
.National-Meeting  in  the  third  Month  170c  lvie«‘ng 
From  whence  I  went  to  the  Province-Meeting  £££.in* 
at  Wicklow,  for  Leinfter ,  and  returned  to  Dub-  Province- 
hn  again,  where  I  Raid  one  Meeting  after  Msetin8 
which  I  rode  to  James  A f  ton',  (.bo£  dghHo^^ 
Miles)  who  was  lying  fick,  and  we  had  a  fe’es 
comfortable  Meeting  there,  the  Lord’s  Power  ’ 
and  .pint  being  with  us,  feveral  Friends  from 
Dublin  were  that  Meeting,  we  were  well 

refi  efhed  in  the  Lord  ;  and  from  thence  I  went 
*iome3  in  Company  of  Richard  Eves, 

*4  V 
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And  in  the  fixth  Month  following  I  had 
fome  Drawings  in  my  Spirit  to  viiit  Friends’ 
Meetings  in  the  North  of  Ireland ;  fo  in  Faith, 
that  the  Lord  would  give  me  Strength  to  per*, 
form  it,  I  took  my  Journey,  and  George  Rooke 
from  Dublin  met  me  at  John  Bancroft's ;  we 
travelled  together  in  the  Service  of  Truth,  and 
went  to  the  ProvincerMeeting  for  JJlfler,  in  the 
County  of  Armagh,  which  held  part  of  three 
Days  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  and  Church  Dif* 
cipiinp,  and  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord 
and  his  People  ;  we  vifited  Friends’  Meetings 
through  that  Province  to  Colerain ,  and  had 
large  and  good  Meetings,  and  many  heavenly 
Myfteries  were  opened,  in  the  Life  and  Power 
of  the  Gofptl  of  Chrift  Jefus  to  Friends,  and 
Others  that  came  to  Meetings,  to  hear  the  Way 
pi  Truth  declared. 


1  was  made  ftrong  in  the  Lord’s  Power  to 
perform  that  Service,  Elders  and  Brethren  were 
glad  of  the  Vifit,  and  Friends  well  comforted  f 
"When  we  had  performed  that  Service,  we  re- 
S£ava*.  turned  homeward,  and  came  to  Navan,  where 
we  lodged  at  an  Inn,  and  purpofed  the  next 
Morning  to  have  parted  in  the  Love  of  God, 
jn  which  we  travelled  together  in  the  Lord’s 
Service  ;  but  I  being  taken  very  ill  that  Night, 
my  Companion  would  not  leave  me?  until  $ 

yyas  fomething  eafier. 

**  *• 

Then  we  rode  together  about  two  Miles  on 
my  Way  homewards,  where  we  met  with  John 
•*  Bar  croft 
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Barcrojt  and  Eleazar  Sheldon  coming  to  meet  tJO$* 
us,  they  having  heard  of  our  returning  that  '■-'''V'H 
Way  ;  lo  when  we  came  to  a  Road  that  turned 
to  Dublin ,  we  took  Leave  of  George  Rookef 
who  went  Home,  and  I,  with  the  other 
Friends,  rode  to  John  Bar  croft's,  and  lodged 
there  that  Night,  and  the  next  Day  to  my 
Son- in- Law  Eleazar  Sheldons,  and  on  the  Day 
following  came  to  my  own  Houfe,  the  Lord 
having  enabled  me  by  his  mighty  Power, 
that  was  with  us  in  this  Service,  to  perform 
this  Journey  of  about  three  hundred  Miles  in 
Old-Age,  everlafling  Praife  to  his  great  Named 
Amen. 


Then  I  frequented  Meetings  near  Home, 
Weekly  and  Monthly,  as  they  fell  in  Courfe, 
and  Leinfler  Province  Quarterly- Meeting  being 
at  Caflledermot ,  I  went  to  it,  and  had  good 
Service  for  the  b'eiled  Truth,  in  the  Openings 
of  the  Spirit  of  Life  in  Chrift  Jefus  and  Power 
of  God  ;  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  held  part 
of  th  ree  Days,  as  ufual ;  and  when  it  was  over 
I  went  Home,  and  foon  after  to  Dublin,  to  our 
National  Halt- d  ear  s  Meeting,  where  were 
Friends  from  leveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and 
Accounts  given  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Prcjperity 
oj  1  ruth,  and  Prefervation  of  Friends  therein , 
and.  Matters  relating  to  Gofpel  Order  in  the 
Church  of  Chrifl,  being  clofely  ditcourfed  in 
leveral  needful  Points.  I  was  brought  under 
great  Exercife  of  Spirit,  by  realon  of  Oppofers } 
but  tiic  Lord’s  Power  went  over  all  Oppoficion, 
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1705.  in  which  I  was  comforted,  and  praifed  God, 
who  is  bleffed  for  ever.  When  the  Service  of 
that  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned  Heme  in 
Company  with  fome  Friends. 

Now  Winter  coming  on,  and  my  old  de¬ 
cayed  Body  not  able  to  indure  Cold  and  Hard- 
fhip  in  Travel,  I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home, 

1706.  until  the  Spring  following,  then  Lein/ier  Pro- 
Lemfter  vince-Meeting  being  at  Catherlough ,  I  went 

Meeting6"  there,  and  (laid  the  Service  of  that  Meeting,  fo 
at  Gather- returned  Heme,  and  fix  Weeks  after  was  our 
Io,ien‘  Quarterly-Meeting  for  Leinfter,  at  Caflledcnnot, 
in  the  fecond  Month  1706,  and  I  went  thi¬ 
ther,  where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends 
from  feveral  Parts  of  the  Province,  and  Ac¬ 
counts  were  given  of  the  Care  of  Elders  and 
concerned  Friends ,  in  every  Monthly-Meeting 
in  the  Province  that  all,  who  frequented  our 
religious  AiTemblies,  and  profeffed  the  Truth, 
might  walk  orderly  in  all  Refpedts,  as  becometh 
true  Chrijlians  ;  alfo  Accounts  were  given  of 
Opennef-  Great  Opennejs  and  Dejires  in  many  People  to 
tc  hear ,C  ’cavs  Meetings,  to  bear  'Truth's  Tejlimony  declared 
the  Truth  in  feveral  Places ,  where  our  Friends  had  no 
declared.  Meetings  :  Wherefore  Friends  and  Brethren, 
who  had  public  Teftimonies  in  the  Miniftry 
of  the  Gofpel,  were  encouraged  to  vilxt  fuch 
Places,  that  thofe  good  Detires  in  People  might 
be  anfwered. 

,  \  '  •  '  I  ■  ■  \ 

When  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over, 
I  returned  Home  in  the  Company  of  George 

Rooke , 


* 
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Rookt,  we  having  determined  to  go  and  vifit  a  1706. 
Quarter,  where  People  were  defirous  to  hear 
the  Teflimony  of  Truth  declared,  and  after 
ftayiog  one  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Mountme-  Mount- 
hck,  we  went  to  Mountrath ,  and  had  a  Meet- 
ing  there  with  Friends,  and  from  thence  to  rath. 
Knock  bally  mag  her,  and  had  one  there  ;  then  Knock- 
proceeded  on  our  Journey  from  among  Friends,  ball>r- 
and  came  to  Rofcreagh ,  where  the  People  wereRofaSgh 
willing  and  ready  to  let  us  have  a  convenient 
Place  to  meet  in,  and  many  came  to  the  Meet¬ 
ing  ;  but  Dominick  Mead ,  an  Arch-Deacon,  Dominick 
(lo  cahed)  and  Juftsce  of  the  Peace  in  that^?0^ 
Quarter,  was  enraged  again  ft  us,  and  veryftiS.*0 
abufive,  not  only  with  his  Tongue,  but  alfo 
with  his  Hands  ;  yet  Friends*  Patience  and 
wife  ConduCi  in  the  Authority  of  the  blefied 
Truth,  prevailed  over  him  ;  fo  that  we  got 
two  Meetings,  for  publishing  the  Gofpel°o£ 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chuft,  which  were 
to  our  Satisfaction. 

The  next  Day,  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week, 
we  had  a  Meeting  lome  Miles  from  thence,  A  Meer- 
where  a  noted  Man  in  that  Quarter  was  wil-  in-g  in  tkr 
ling  to  let  us  meet  in  his  Houfe,  and  a  great  ^ote^ 
Gathering  of  good-like  People  came  to  hear 
Truth  declared  ;  on  the  Day  following  we 
had  another  Meeting  fome  Miles  diftant  from 
thence,  and  feveral  fober  People  came  to  ir, 
who  were  attentive  to  hear  the  free  Gofpel 
preached,  and  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied  with 
what  they  heard  declared.  From  thence  we 


went 
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1706.  went  to  Birr ,  and  {laid  a  Meeting  there  with 
Friends,  and  afterwards  came  to  my  Houfe  in 
the  Company  of  fome  Friends  ;  in  all  thefe 
Meetings  the  Lord’s  good  Spirit  and  Power 
flrengthened  and  gave  us  Wifdom  to  divide 
the  Gofpel,  and  open  the  Mylleries  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift,  to  the  Underflandings  of 
the  People. 


The  next  Day  being  our  Meeting-Day  at 
Mountmelick ,  George  Rooke  {laid  with  us  that 
Meeting,  and  then  we  parted  in  the  Love  of 
God  ;  he  went  to  Dublin  to  his  Family,  and 
our  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting  beginning 
at  Dublin  the  eighth  Day  of  the  third  Month 
following,  I  took  my  journey  thither  in  the 
Company  of  my  Wife,  and  feveral  others* 
where  was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  good  Accounts 
brought  of  Friends'  godly  Care  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  one  of  another  in  Gofpel  Order  ;  the 
Lord’s  mighty  Power  was  with  us  to  our  great 
Comfort  and  Refrefhmenc,  vvbofe  good  Spirit 
gave  us  Wifdom  and  Utterance  both  in  Doc- 
trine  and  Difcipline.  The  Service  of  this 
Meeting  held  three  Day?  in  the  public  Worthy 
of  God  and  Church  Affairs ;  when  it  was  over 
I  returned  Home  with  mv  Wife  and  Friends. 


G.  R. 

returned 

Home* 


Account 
of  Friends 
Care  from 
feveral 
Farts. 


Province-  After  this,  our  Province  Six-Weeks  Meeting 
Meeting  being  at  the  Moat,  I  found  a  Concern  to  go 
Meat.  thither,  where  was  a  large  Appearance  ot 

Friends  and  others,  and  the  Lord’s  refrefbing 

Goodnels 


I 

.  . 

. 
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Goodnefs  was  with  us,  to  our  great  Comfort 
and  Encouragement  in  this  religious  Duty  and 
Service,  which  held  part  of  two  Days  in 
public  Worfhip  and  Difcipline  ;  when  it  was 
over  I  went  Home,  and  kept  to  Meetings  as 
ulual,  and  foon  after  went  to  Knockballymagber  Knoc?c- 
in  the  County  of  Tipperary ,  and  was  at  the  magher. 
Burial  of  a  Daughter  of  James  Hutcbinfon,  County  of 
who  had  lain  lingering  very  long,  and  many  TlPPcrary 
Friends  and  others  came  thither  to  her  Burial, 
where  I  had  good  Service  among  them  in  the 
Tefiimony  of  the  Gofpel  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Jefus  Ch riff }  fo  returned  Home  in  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  my  Wife  and  other  Friends. 


Some  Time  after,  our  Province-Meeting  for 
Leinfter  being  by  Appointment  at  Athy,  I  went 
thither,  and  when  the  Service  of  that  Meeting 
was  over  returned  homeward  with  my  Wife, 
and  foon  after  I  vifited  Friends  at  the  Moat  and 
there-away,  and  had  four  comfortable  Meet¬ 
ings.  From  thence  I  rode  to  Thomas  Wilfon’s, 
and  ffaid  two  Nights,  and  had  a  large  Meeting 
at  Edenderry  with  Friends,  the  Lord’s  blelfed 
Power  being  with  us,  and  enlarging  our  Hearts 
in  the  Myftery  of  the  Dodrine  of  his  Kingdom 
to  our  Comfort ;  From  thence  I  went  to  Bally- 
nolert ,  and  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  there, 
and  then  returned  to  my  own  Houfe. 


Soon  after  this  I  went  to  our  Quarterly  Pro-  J’rov>nce- 
vince- Meeting  at  Caftledermot ,  which  held  part 
of  three  Days,  apd  when  the  Service  thereof  dirmot, 

was 


jZ'tf'* 


Thomas 
Wii  feus. 


noleil 


/  *  .  .  .  •  •  - 


I 


Wicklow. 

Wexford. 

Ballyna- 

claih. 


Bjllycane, 


Cion 


es. 


T.anib  s- 
Town. 

Fnnifccr- 

p-hy. 


TJoe  JOURNAL  of 

was  over,  I  took  a  Journey  to  the  Counties  of 
Wicklow  and  Wexford,  and  had  a  Meeting  at 
Ballynaclajh,  and  another  at  Wicklow.  From 
thence  I  went  to  William.  Eves’ s,  where  George 
Rooke  came  to  me  from  Dublin,  and  the  next 
Day,  being  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  we  were 
with  Friends  at  their  Monthly-Meeting  at 
Bally  cane,  and  the  Lord’s  Power  and  Prefence 
with  us  to  Friends’  Comfort  and  Refreshment. 
From  thence  we  went  to  Clones,  and  had  a 
Meeting  there,  and  next  Day  to  lfrael  Webfler’s, 
and  had  a  Meeting  there  j  and  the  Day  follow¬ 
ing  to  Thomas  Stephens's,  and  had  a  Meeting  in 
Friends5  Meeting- Houfe  there  ;  from  thence  to 
Ennifcorphy,  and  lodged  at  Jacob  Lary’s,  and 
the  next  Day  to  Lamb'  s-T own,  where  we  had 
a  full  Meeting  ;  after  which  we  returned  to 
Ennifcorphy ,  and  the  next  Day  went  to  John 
Fred’s  and  had  a  large  Meeting  in  a  Barn,  it 
being  on  firft  Day  of  the  Week, 


Robert  That  Evening  we  went  to  Robert  Lackeys , 
Lackey's.  ten  iong  Miles,  where  we  had  a  powerful 
Meeting,  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  Couuty  and 
feveral  others  being  there,  who  afterwards  ex- 
preffed  their  Satisfaction  concerning  the  Truth 
of  the  DoCtrine  there  declared,  in  the  Demon- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  jefus  Chrift.  From  thence  we 
Atfcy.  went  to  Athy,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  the 
next  Day,  after  which  we  parted,  the  Lord 
having  enabled  me  to  perform  this  Travel 
and  Service,  by  the  Affiftance  of  his  wonted 

Goodnefs, 
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Goodnefs,  in  the  eightieth  Year  of  my  Age,  1706, 
Praifes  to  his  great  Name  for  ever  and  ever. 

Amen. 

Now  the  Time  of  our  National- Meeting  at  NatlonV- 
Dublin,  as  ufual,  being  at  hand,  I  went  thither,  Cubin', 
where  the  Lord’s  Power  was  plentifully  mani- 
fcfled  in  our  Meetings,  both  for  the  public 
Worfhip  of  God  and  thofe  lor  Difcipline,  and 
keeping  up  good  Order  in  the  Church  of 
Chrill.  Many  heavenly  Myderies  of  Faith 
were  opened  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the 
Lord  Jeius  Chrifl ;  alfo  the  Affairs  of  Truth 
being  managed  with  Peace  and  Concord,  in 
the  Senfe  and  Guidance  of  the  holy  Spirit  of 
’liuth.  Friends  and  Brethren  were  fweetly 
comforted  and  edified  in  the  Love  of  God  : 

So  parting  therein  we  returned  to  our  feveral 
Habitations,  Praifes  to  the  Lord  for  ever  ! 
who  enabled  me  to  hold  out  this  Journey  and 

Service,  and  is  a  prefent  PJeip  to  them  that 
fear  him. 

Now  cold  Winter  coming  on,  and  my  de¬ 
caying  Body  not  able  to  endure  much  Hardlhip, 

I  kept  to  our  ufual  Meetings  at  Mountmelick , 

Weekly  and  Monthly  ;  and  in  the  firft  Month’  "ieiick- 
the  Seafon  being  temperate,  I  rode  to  Dunlavin \ 
and  had  a  large  Meeting  there,  to  which  many 
good-hke  fober  People  came.  From  thence  I 
went  to  Caftledermot ,  to  our  Quarterly-  Meeting  Quarterly 
for  Leinfter  Province,  where  many  Friends  fej* 
met,  and  were  well  refreshed  in  the  Lord  fier  at  CaA 

O  Q  Tefnc  ttedcfmo*. 
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1707.  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  held 
part  of  three  Days,  and  the  Week  following 
Pin.  Thomas  Wilfon  met  me  at  Birr  by  Appointment, 
we  ftaid  one  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  and 
County  of  then  went  to  the  County  of  Tipperary ,  where 
Tipperary  feverai  fober  People  were  defirous  to  hear  Truth 
declared,  and  willing  to  let  us  meet  at  their 
Houfes;  we  had  two  Meetings  with  them, 
and  then  came  to  "James  Hutchinfori$y  where 
we  had  a  large  Meeting,  it  being  on  a  firfl 
Mount*  Day.  From  thence  we  went  to  Mountrath , 
ratb’  and  {laid  a  Meeting  there,  and  fo  returned 
Province*  Home,  Soon  after  which  our  Province-Meet*. 

n  AthS  in§  beinS  at  1  went  thither»  and  after 

y’  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over,  returned 

to  my  Dwelling. 
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SECT,  XXVII. 

In  1707,  Friends'  Care  over  W.  E.V  Wife  in 
her  Sicknefs  was  extraordinary  : .  He  atid 
G.  Rooke  vijit  mo  ft  of  the  three  Provinces 
of  Ulfter,  Leinfter  and  Munfter. 

NO  W  our  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting  rjof 
at  Dublin  drawing  nigh,  I  went  thither 
in  Company  of  my  Wife  and  Friends,  where  Haif- 
was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  ^eeaert?' 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  Accounts  were  given  at  Dublin, 
of  Truth's  Profperity,  and  of  Friends'  Care  in 
every  Province ,  for  the  W dfare  of  the  Churches  j 
the  Lord’s  ancient  Goodnefs  was  with  us,  and 
his  holy  Spirit  gave  Ability  in  his  Service,  both 
in  Do&rine  and  Difcipline  ;  but  my  Spirit  was  w.  £. 
deeply  affedted  with  Sorrow,  in  that  moil  offorrow£tfl 
our  Elders  were  taken  away  from  us,  who  ufed  j^rofrh- 
to  attend  the  Service  of  fuch  Meetings.  This  Elders' 
Meeting  held  part  of  four  Days,  when  it  wasCompan>% 
over  we  returned  Home  in  the  Company  of 
Friends,  I  being  much  difabled  in  Body  by  a 
great  Cold  and  Old-Age,  alfo  my  tender  Wife 
was  taken  fick  on  the  Road  3  yet  the  Lord  en¬ 
abled  us  to  get  Home,  everlafting  Praifes  to  his 
great  Name  for  all  bis  manifold  Mercies  l 

O  0  z 
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1707.  When  I  had  refled  two  or  three  Days,  t 
was  pretty  well  again  ;  but  my  Wife’s  Ilnefs 
increafed  upon  her,  fo  that  fhe  took  her  Bed, 
and  lay  very  fick  near  three  Months,  being 
brought  lo  weak,  and  worn  away,  that  fhe 
could  not  turn  or  help  herfelf,  but  as  fhe  was 
helped  ;  many  Friends  came  to  vifit  her  from 
divers  Places,  and  (everal  Women  Friends  of 
Mountmelick  were  very  kind  and  careful  of  her, 
two  of  them  at  a  Time  attending  her  Day  and 
Night  for  the  moft  Part,  when,  according  to 
Appearance,  there  was  little  Likelihood  of  her 
Recovery,  Yet  I  often  prayed  earneftly  and 
fervently  to  the  I  ord,  That  he  would  be  pleajed 
to  heal  and  reflore  her  to  me ,  as  an  Help-meet  in 
my  Old- /lye  ;  and  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
W.  E.’s  anfwer  my  Petition,  as  he  had  at  many  other 
Lifivcred.  Times  in  great  Straits,  and  railed  her  from  her 
great  Weaknefs,  bleffed  be  his  worthy  Name 
for  evermore  !  Now  when  (he  was  a  little 
recovered,  I  went  to  the  Moat ,  and  vifited 
Friends’  Meetings  there-away,  fo  returned 
Horne,  and  found  my  Wife  much  recovered. 

,*■  .  '  <  -  •  t  v 

Leinfkf  Soon  after,  Leinfler  Quarterly- Meeting  being 
at  Caftledermot ,  I  went  thither  in  the  Company 
at  Caitfe-  of  feveral  Friends,  and  (ome  were  there  from 
tkxmot.  each  Monthly- Meeting  in  the  Province,  who 
brought  Accounts  of  the  State  of  each  Meeting, 
and  how  the  Teflimony  of  Truth  was  kept  up, 
the  Service  of  that  Meeting  held  part  of  three 
Days ;  when  it  was  over  I  went  with  my  Fel¬ 
low-Labourer  George  Rooke  to  "John  hF at  [on  s, 

and 
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and  the  next  Day  to  W at  erf  or  d,  and  on  the  1707. 
Day  following  had  a  Meeting  there  with 
Friends,  and  others  that  came  to  it,  and  had 
good  Service  for  Truth. 

*  fV  Ov 

Next  Day  we  rode  to  Clonmel ,  in  the  Com-  Clonmel 
pany  of  leveral  Friends,  and  on  the  Day  fol¬ 
lowing  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  in 
their  Meeting-Houfe:  After  which  we  went 
to  Knockgraffen ,  and  lodged  at  Peter  Cook's  &»©t5c- 
Houfe,  and  next  Morning  to  Tipperary ,  and 
had  a  Meeting  there  that  Day,  to  which  leveral  ippi 
fober  People  came,  and  were  very  attentive  to 
what  was  declared  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
oar  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  and  went  away  well 
fatisfied  ;  alfo  Friends  were  well  refrefhed  in 
the  Lord. 


The  next  Day  we  went  to  Limerick ,  and  on  Maraerwi. 
the  Day  following,  being  firft  Day  of  the 
Week,  had  two  Meetings  in  Friends’  Meeting- 
Houfe  there,  and  next  third  Day  we  had  a 
Meeting  at  Six-Miles- Bridge,  in  the  County  of  Six-Mile- 
Clare,  which  was  large,  many  Men  of  Account  Eddfe- 
came  to  it,  three  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  one  Three 
was  the  Pried  of  that  Parifh,  and  all  very  fober  J'^icesof 
and  attentive  to  hear  Truth  declared,  and  the 
Gofpel  was  preached  to  them  in  the  Demon-  Wfcft*  * 
ftraiion  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God,  and  -',c  ^'ie£3“ 
many  deep  Myfteries  of  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  ^ 
jefus  were  opened,  which  ftemed  to  have  Im- 
preftion  on  many  of  them. 


After 
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1707.  After  the  Meeting  was  over,  we  went  to  the 
v-/'Vs-/  Inn  where  we  had  left  our  Horfes,  and  the 
aforefaid  Prieft,  who  was  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace, 
The  Prieft  came  thither  to  us  and  very  courteoufly  offered 
cus°tote'  h',s  Kindnefs  in  what  he  could  do  ;  thence  we 
Friends,  came  back  to  Limerick ,  and  that  Evening  had 
a  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Thomas  Pearce's 
Birr.  Houle,  and  from  thence  to  Birr,  and  on  the 
Day  following  were  at  Friends’  Meeting  there, 
fo  lodged  that  Night  at  Thomas  Winjloe’s,  and 
the  next  Day  came  to  my  own  Houfe,  where 
I  parted  with  George  Rooke,  who  went  to  his 
Houfe  and  Family  in  Dublin. 


Now  I  kept  to  Meetings  about  Home,  and 
in  a  lliort  Time  it  was  in  my  Mind  to  vifit 
Friends  in  the  Province  of  Ulfler ,  and  to  get 
Meetings  at  fome  Places  where  no  Friends 
Leinfter  dwelt  ;  fo  Leinfler  Province-Meeting  being  at 
Province-  the  Moat ,  I  went  thither,  and  ftaid  the  Service 
S  of  that  Meeting,  and  when  it  was  over,  I  took 
Moat,  mv  Journey  to  the  North,  with  my  aforefaid 
Companion  George  Rooke ,  and  feveral  other 
finagh.  Friends  ;  we  rode  that  Day  to  Finagh,  in  the 
County  of  Cavan ,  and  had  a  Meeting  in  the 
Evening  at  the  Inn  where  we  lodged,  there 
having  not  been  a  Meeting  of  our  Society  in 
that  Town  before  ;  feveral  People  came  to  the 
Meeting,  where  Truth  was  declared  to  them, 
and  they  were  fober  ;  next  Morning  we  rode 
Some  to  Cavan ,  and  vifited  fome  Friends  who  were 
Prifoners  then  Priloners  there  for  their  Teftimony  againft 
it  Cavan.  Tithes. 


William  Edmundsoh. 


The  Day  following  we  were  with  Friends  at  1707, 
their  Meeting  beyond  Ballyhaes ,  and  after  the 
Meeting  we  went  to  Coot-Hill ,  having  fent  fome  BaIlyhaes* 
Friends  before  to  Clownes,  to  get  a  Place  for  a  Coot-Hill 
Meeting,  and  bring  us  Word,  which  they  did  ; 
fo  we  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends  at  Coot-Hill , 
and  the  next  Day  went  to  Clownes ,  where  we  Clownes. 
had  a  full  Meeting,  and  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift 
was  preached  to  them,  all  being  quiet.  After 
the  Meeting  we  rode  to  Monaghan,  and  that  Monag- 
Evening  had  a  Meeting  in  a  large  Dining-Room  lia»* 
at  the  Inn  where  we  lodged. 

«  I 

t 

Now  the  Father  and  Uncle  of  that  Prieft, 
who  had  caft  thofe  Friends  into  Prifon  at  Cavan, 
living  near  our  Road,  we  went  thither  the  next 
Day  and  difeourfed  with  them,  endeavouring  to 
prevail  for  our  Friends’ Liberty,  but  we  got  little 

Entrance  ;  fo  left  them,  and  came  that  Night 
to  Ballyhagan,  where  we  had  a  large  and  full  Bally- 
Meeting  on  the  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  and  the  haS3»- 
Lord  s  Power  and  comfortable  Prefence  w'ere 
with  us  to  great  Satisfaction. 

Next  Day  we  were  at  a  full  and  comfortable 
Meeting  beyond  Charlemount,  and  then  went  Charle- 
to  T'oberhead,  in  the  County  of  Londonderry,  mount. 
and  had  a  Meeting  there,  to  which  Friends  ST’ 
came  from  other  Meetings,  and  were  well 
refrefhed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  After  that 
Meeting  we  went  to  Grange,  in  the  County  of*  Grange. 
Antrim,  and  ftaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends, 
anc  from  thence  to  the  Town  of  Antrim ,  and  Antrim* 

had 
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jjoj.  bad  one  there  ;  after  which  we  went  to  Richard 
Boye’s  in  the  Company  of  many  Friends. 

UM  r  The  Province-Meeting  for  Ulfler  began  there 

JkketiMg  on  next  ^ay>  and  held  part  of  two  Days  in 
Worfhip  and  Difcipline ;  from  thence  we  went 
Monallen.  to  Lurgan,  and  fo  to  Mon  alien,  and  had  a 
Meeting  there,  where  mod  of  ancient  Friends 
came,  and  were  well  refrefhed  in  the  Lord, 
and  one  in  another.  After  this  Meeting  we 
J*»cluh±ld.  went  to  fee  Archibald  Bell ,  he  being  very  old 
and  feeble,  and  having  walked  in  the  Truth 
many  Years ;  we  lodged  at  his  Houfe  one 
Night,  and  the  next  Day  went  to  the  Meeting 
lifbu-n.  at  Richard  Boye’s ,  and  fo  to  Lijburn ,  and  were 
with  Friends  at  their  Meeting  there.  After 
Hrlibo-  the  Meeting  we  went  to  Hiljborough ,  and  next 
Day  had  a  Meeting  there ;  in  all  thef'e  Meetings 
the  Teftimony  of  Truth  was  largely  declared, 
and  many  deep  Myfteries  in  the  Dodtrine  of 
Chrift’s  Kingdom  were  opened,  in  the  Demon- 
ftration  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 


After  this  Meeting  we  went  to  'Tobias  Court¬ 
ney s,  and  lodged  there  one  Night,  and  on  the 
lurgan.  next  Day  went  to  Lurgan ,  where  we  had  a 
very  large  and  full  Meeting  of  Friends,  and 
other  People.  On  the  Day  following,  *  being 
the  fir  ft  Day  of  the  Week,  the  Lord’s  Power 
was  mightily  with  us,  and  many  heavenly 
Myfteries  were  opened  in  the  Dodtrine  of  the 
everlafting  Golpsl  of  Chrift  Jefus,  to  the  ten¬ 
dering 
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dering  ana  refrefhing  of  many  Hearts  and  Souls,  1707. 
and  to  the  breaking  down  the  ftrong  Holds  of 
the  Man  of  Sin.  Now  when  this  great  Meet¬ 
ing  was  over,  we  had  gone  through  our  in¬ 
tended  Service  in  the  Province  of  TJljler ,  except 
the  vifiting  of  one  fmall  Meeting,  which  lay 
fome  Miles  remote,  and  I  being  much  fpent, 
and  having  alfo  got  Cold,  was  willing  to  reft 
one  Day,  before  I  took  my  Journey  to  Dublin ; 
fo  my  Companion  George  Rook e  anfwered  the 
Service  of  that  Meeting,  and  by  Appointment 
I  met  him  at  Newry,  where  we  had  the  Com-  W.E.and 
pany  of  many  honeft,  tender  Friends  that  G  R;me<* 
were  going  to  Dublin  to  our  National  Half-  &t  Newry' 
Year’s  Meeting,  which  was  then  at  hand. 

The  next  Day  we  all  went  to  Garland' s- 

£°  !°cge  tJlat  Night,  and  had  a  Meeting  An  Even- 
there  that  Evening,  the  inn-keeper  being  very  ing  Meet- 

courteous  and  willing  to  let  us  have  Room  to  KndV 
ineet  in.  The  next  Day  we  went  to  Drogheda  Town, 
where  feveral  Friends  from  Dublin  met  us  and  ^ro^ie<^a» 
that  Day  had  a  Meeting  there,  where  the 
J  emmony  of  Truth  was  fet  over  the  Unfaith- 
fulnefs  of  fome  inhabitants  in  that  Town  who 
profefied  the  bleiled  fpotlefs  Truth. 
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V  * 

In  federal  Meetings ,  both  National  and  Provin¬ 
cial \  he  was  earnejl  to  have  Marriage ,  which 
is  God’s  Ordinance ,  both  begun  and  accom¬ 
pli  Peed  in  God's  CounfeU 


■1707, 


Ninth 
Me  nl  h 
Half- 
Years 
Meeting 
at  Dublin. 


Quarterly 
Meeting 
at  Mount- 
melick* 


Gcxfs 
Joinings 
to  be 
minded  in 
Marriage. 


H  E  next  Day  we  all  went  to  Dublin ,  .and 
_  on  the  Day  following,  being  the  feventh 
Day  of  the  Week,  and  eighth  Day  of  the  ninth 
Month  1707,  our  National  Half-Year’s  Meet¬ 
ing  began,  and  many  Friends  were  there  from 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation  ;  alfo  Accounts  were 
given  of  the  Affairs  of  Truth,  and  Concern  of 
Friends  for  its  Profperity.  The  Service  of  the 
Meeting  held  part  of  four  Days,  in  the  public 
Worfhip  of  God  and  Meetings  for  Church 
Difcipline.  When  it  was  over  I  returned 
Home  in  Company  of  feveral  Friends  ;  and  the 
Quarterly-Meeting  for  T-j  einjler  Province  being 
fhortly  after  at  Mount  melick ,  Accounts  were 
brought  from  the  feveral  Monthly-Meetings  in 
the  Province,  how  Church  Difcipline  was  kept 
up  and  a  holy  and  zealous  Concern  was  on 
Friends,  That  Marriage ,  which  is  God’s  holy 
Ordinance ,  might  be  proceeded  in  and  performed 
according  to  his  holy  If  ill,  float  tocrein  his  fom- 

ina  might  be  known,  fo  that  thofc  who  give  and 
‘  6  ^  take 
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take  in  Marriage ,  may  do  it  in  God's  Fear  and  1 707. 
Counfel ,  /or  Riches  and  worldly  Ends, 

for  that  is  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  God  in 
Marriage ,  which  is  honourable  in  itjelf,  being 
uncorrupted ;  and 'Truth  muft  and  will  regulate 
the  Violation  thereof. 

Some  Time  after  this  Meeting,  the  aforefaid 
Concern  of  Marriage  was  clofely  fpoken  to  in  Marriage 

our  Monthly-Meeting  for  Church  Affairs  at  jifcourfed 
Mountmelick  :  and  onr  Six- Weeks- Meeting  for  of/ 
Leinfler  Province  being  appointed  to  be  atAthy,  Province- 
it  was  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and  to  vifit  Meeti,'’g 
fome  Meetings  of  Friends  there-away,  and  at  A  ■ 
though  it  was  cold  Winter,  the  Days  fhort, 
foul  Weather,  the  Ways  very  deep,  and  my 
Body  aged,  yet  I  doubted  not  of  the  Lord’s  * 
Affiftance  to  give  Ability  to  perform  as  well 
this  Service,  as  he  had  at  many  other  Times, 
in  great  Difficulties  and  Dangers.  So  in  the 
Faith  of  Jefus  I  went  thither,  where  was  a 
pretty  large  Appearance  of  weighty  Friends  and 
Elders,  and  after  fome  Time  in  worffiipping  of 
God,  we  went  to  our  Service  in  Church  Af¬ 
fairs,  Men  and  Women  apart,  in  the  Senfe  of 
the  Lord’s  Goodnefs.  Several  Matters  relating 
to  Gofpel  Order  and  Difcipline  in  the  Church 
of  Jefus  Cnrift  were  clofely  difcourfed,  and 
there  being  feveral  Couples  who  prefented  them- 
Ielves  at  that  Meeting,  declaring  their  Inten¬ 
tions  of  Marriage  with  each  other,  it  gave 
fome  Occaiion  for  a  large  Difcourfe  of  that 
great  Ordinance  of  Marriage,  as  it  was  iuflituted 
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1707.  by  God  ;  and  a  weighty  Concern  was  upon 
v/v^'  my  Spirit,  To  prej's  all  Friends  concerned  in  that 
W.  E  ^ajf  °f  Giving  and  Taking  in  Marriage ,  to  do 
openeth  it  tn  the  Lord's  Way,  as  he  infiituted  it  in  the 
the  Man-  Beginning ,  when  be  created  Man ,  and  then 

right  Woman  to  be  an  Help- meet,  and  brought  her  to 
Marriage.  him,  and  joined  them  together  as  Man  and  Wife  : 
That  (0  all  Friends  concerned  in  that  Matter , 
Jhould  be  careful  to  a5l  therein  in  the  Count  el  of 
God .  from  the  Beginning  to  the  Accomplifhment 
thereof ,  and  marry  in  the  Lord ;  which  Marriage 
is  honourable,  the  Bed  undefiled. 


When  the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over, 
which  held  part  of  two  Days,  I  went  in  Truth’s 
Service,  as  it  opened  on  my  Spirit,  in  a  Senfe 
of  the  Lord’s  Drawings,  and  had  a  Meeting  at 
ffohn  Wat  fin's,  and  another  at  New- Garden , 
and  the  Lord’s  Goodnefs  was  greatly  with  me, 
who  mightily  {Lengthened  me  both  in  the 
inner  and  outward  Man  ;  fo  that  the  Teftimory 
of  the  blefted  Truth  was  held  forth,  and  the 
Dodtrine  of  the  Gofpe!  divided,  in  the  Wifdom 
and  Authority  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  great  Comfort  of 
true-hearted  Friends.  When  this  Service  was 
over,  I  went  to  my  own  Dwelling  in  Peace 
and  Satisfaction  in  the  Lord.  I  attended  Meet¬ 
ings  near  Home  until  our  next  Provincial 
Quarterly- Meeting,  which  was  at  Cafiledermot, 
and  in  the  Lord’s  Drawings  upon  my  Spirit  to 
that  Service,  I  went  there  in  the  Faith  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  he  would  ftrengthen  both  my 
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outward  and  inward  Man,  to  perform  the  1707. 
Journey  and  Service  which  he  required,  as  he 
had  often  done  to  my  great  Encouragement,  G". 
through  many  Difficulties  and  Weaknefs ;  ac-  their  ord" 
cordingly  the  Lord  (Lengthened  me  with  his  forAUiity 
Power  and  good  Spirit,  to  ftand  in  his  Tefti-  gjf8 
mony  over  all  that,  which  was  contrary  to  the 
Government  of  Chrift  in  his  Church.  And  the 
Service  of  that  Meeting  was  carried  on  and 
performed  in  a  good  Authority  of  the  Lord’s 
Power  and  ancient  Goodnefs.  When  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned 
Home,  attending  the  Meetings  as  ufual. 

And  our  next  Six-" Weeks- Meeting  for Leinfter 
Province  being  appointed  at  Cat  her  lough,  I  went 
to  it,  wheie  many  Friends  of  the  Province  met 
to  worfbip  God,  and  perform  Service  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift.  When  the  Meeting  was 
over  I  went  Home  ;  and  I  ftill  found  that  the 
Lord  renewed  my  Strength  and  Ability  beyond 
the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  everlafiing 
Plane  to  his  great  Name  !  0 


Province- 
Meeting 
at  Gather- 
lough. 
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Meeting 

at  Mount- 
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The  next  Quarterly-Meeting  for  the  Province 
of  Leinfter  was  at  Mountmelick ,  where  the 
Lord’s  Power  did  eminently  appear,  for  the 
maintaining . of  the  Tefiimony  of  his  blefled 
Iiuth  both  in  Dottrine  and  Difcipline. 

When  the  Service  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  National 
I  went  in  the  Company  of  feveral  Friends  to  Half- 
Dubftn,  to  our  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting, 

which  Dublin* 
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1708.  which  was  then  at  hand,  being  in  the  third 
Month  1708,  and,  through  the  Lord’s  great 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy  to  me,  was  enabled  to 
hold  out  the  Service  of  that  great  Meeting, 
which  held  from  the  eighth  to  the  twelfth  Day 
of  the  Month  ;  and  when  it  was  over  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  Dwelling,  and  attended  Meetings 
there-away. 


Our  next  Six-Weeks-Meeting  being  appoint¬ 
ed  at  Ballycane  in  the  County  of  Wicklow ,  I  had 
dome  Drawings  on  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and 
trufting  in  the  Lord  for  Ability,  took  my  Jour- 
Ncw-  ney  to  New-Garden  in  the  County  of  Cather- 
Gaiden.  lough,  and  was  with  Friends  at  their  Meeting. 
Dunlavin.  After  which  I  went  to  Dunlavin ,  where  1  had 
appointed  a  Meeting  ;  George  Rooke  from  Dub¬ 
lin  met  me  there,  and  we  had  a  full  and  latis- 


fadtory  Meeting  of  Friends  and  fober  People. 
After  which  we  went  to  Thomas  Ducket's,  and 
next  Day  to  Ballycane  in  the  County  of  Wicklow , 
Province-  where  the  Province-Meeting  began  the  Day 
forLein  Allowing,  which  held  part  of  two  Days,  and 
fier  atin  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  and  fober  Peo- 
Bailyc  :ne  pie  was  there.  When  the  Service  of  the 
Meeting  was  over,  I  went  homewards,  and 
next  Day  at  Evening  got  to  my  own  Houle 
very  weary,  having  got  a  great  Cold,  yet  kept 
ro  Meetings  about  Home, 
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In  1708  and  17 11,  he  vifited  Mu  n  Peer,  and 
attended  both  Monthly ,  Provincial  and  Na¬ 
tional-Meetings  in  his  Old-  Age ,  to  the  Joy 

'  k 

and  Refrefhment  of  faithful  Friends .  And  in 
1712,  at  the  National-Meeting  in  Dublin, 
folemnly  took  his  laft  Leave  of  Friends  3  after 
which  he  fell  ficky  and  in  three  Months  Time 
died \  aged  near  eighty -five* 


IN  DING  my  Ability  renewing,  and 
Drawings  upon  my  Spirit  to  vifit  feme 
Farts  of  the  Province  of  Munfter ,  our  Quar¬ 
terly-Meeting  being  at  hand,  by  Appointment 
at  Caflledermot ,  1  took  that  in  my  Way  towards 
Munfter ,  and  ftaid  tire  Service  thereof,  where 
I  met  with  George  Rooke,  who  went  with  me 
that  Journey  in  the  Lord’s  Service.  After  the 
Meeting  we  went  that  Evening  to  John  Wat- 
Jons,  and  the  next  Day  to  Waierjord ,  and  on 
the  Day  following  had  a  Meeting  there,  and 
next  Day  to  Clonmel ,  where  we  had  a  Meeting 
with  Friends  on  the  Day  following. 


imcc- 
Meeting 


at  Cafile- 
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Water- 

ford. 
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From  thence  we  went  to  Jofhua  Fennel l\ 
and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  fo  to 
Tipperary,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  in  the 
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Market-Houfe ,  where  came  a  great  Concourfe 
of  Friends  and  other  People.  From  thence  we 
went  to  Limerick ,  and  had  a  Meeting  with 
Friends  there,  and  the  Day  following  had  a 
Meeting  at  Six-lMiles-Bridge^  in  the  County  of 
Clare ,  lo  came  back  to  Limerick ,  and  ftaid 
another  Meeting  there  with  Friends,  and  on 
the  Day  following  we  went  to  Silver-Mines , 
and  that  Evening  had  a  Meeting  at  the  Inn 
where  we  lodged,  to  which  many  People 
came,  and  were  attentive  to  hear  the  Dodtrine 
of  Chrift’s  Kingdom,  that  was  preached  to 
them  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriif. 


Walter’s- 

Town. 

Meat. 

Lifmoi- 

riey. 


.  The  next  Day  we  went  to  Birr ,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  Lhomas  Pearce  and  George  Peafe 
and  on  the  Day  following,  being  find  Day  of 
the  Week,  we  had  two  Meetings  there  with 
Friends,  and  the  next  Day  George  Rooke  and  I 
went  to  Jofeph  Robin  fans,  in  the  County  of 
Weft- Heathy  and  on  the  Day  following  had  a 
Meeting  with  Friends  at  Walter  s-Town  ;  next 
Day  one  at  the  Moat,  and  the  Day  following 
one  at  LiJ'moiney  ;  in  all  which  Meetings  the 
Lord’s  Spirit  and  Power  were  with  us,  and  his 
Goodnefs  upheld  us  in  the  Teftimony  of  his 
bleifed  Truth,  the  Gofpel  of  his  Kingdom 
being  rightly  divided,  and  Friends  refreshed  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Here  I  and  mv  Com¬ 
panion  parted,  and  each  of  us  returned  Home  : 
This  was  in  the  fixth  Month  1708. 

I  kept 
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I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home,  until  our  lyoS. 
Half-Year’s  Meeting  at  Dublin ,  which  begun  v-y~v  J 
the  eighth  Day  of  the  ninth  Month;  I  wenty^ 
thither,  where  many  Friends  appeared  from  Meeting" 
fevcral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  an  Account  at  c,ublin'’ 
of  the  Affairs  of  Truth  and  Welfare  of  the 
Churches  was  given.  Here  I  met  with  fome 
Exercife,  but  the  Lord’s  Power  went  over  it* 
bielTed  be  his  great  Name,  who  ftands  by  and 
owns  his  Teftimony.  Now,  when  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  this  Meeting  was  over,  I  returned  Home 
in  Company  of  feveral  Friends,  and  my  old 
decayed  Body  was  weary  with  Riding  ;  fo  I 
tarried  near  Home,  and  frequented  both 
Weekly,  Monthly  and  Six- Weeks- Meetings. 

I  a!fo  was  enabled  to  go  to  the  following  1709 
Half-Year’s  Meeting  at  Dublin,  which  begun  National 
the  eighth  Day  of  the  third  Month  1709.  y^s 
After  the  Service  of  that  Meeting  was  over,  Meeting 
which  held  feveral  Days,  as  nfual,  I  returned  at  th!b*n* 
homewards,  in  the  Company  of  Friends. 

Some  Time  after,  having  Drawings  upon  my 
Spirit  to  vifit  Friends  about  the  Moat ,  I  wrent 
thither,  accompanied  with  Jojhua  Strongman, 
and  was  at  Friends’  Meeting  at  the  Moat  and  Moat. 
Walter  s-Tbwn,  where  we  were  well  refrefhed 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  j  fo  I  returned  Home. 

Soon  after  the  Quarterly-Meeting  being  at  Quarterly 
Caflledermot ,  I  went  to  it,  where  was  a  large  Meeting 
Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  of dc™" 
the  Province,  and  the  Lord’s  mighty  Power  * 
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was  with  us,  in  the  Service  of  that  Meeting, 
both  in  the  public  Worfhip  of  God,  and  in 
Meetings  of  Difcipline,  for  promoting  Gofpel 
Order  among  us,  and  many  Things  relating 
thereto  were  clofely  difcourfed,  in  a  weighty 
Senfe  of  God’s  Goodnefs  on  the  Spirits  of  fenfi- 
b!e  Elders  and  Brethren,  to  our  great  Comfort 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 
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When  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over 
I  went  Home,  and  was  at  Meetings  as  ufually, 
and  fome  Weeks  after  the  Province-Meeting  for 
Munfier  being  appointed  at  Limerick ,  I  having 
lomething  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  took 
my  Journey,  accompanied  with  Ralph  Stephen- 
Jon  and  my  Son  Try  a  l ,  from  my  Houfe  to  Birr , 
and  ftaid  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends  ;  but 
Ralph  Stephenjon  returned  Home.  On  the  Day 
following  I  went  to  Limerick,  accompanied 
with  Thomas  Winjloe  and  my  Son  Tryal ;  we 
were  at  the  Province-Meeting  there,  which 
held  part  of  two  Days,  and  when  my  Service 
was  over  I  went  back  to  Birr,  and  fo  Home  to 
my  Houfe  ;  the  Lord  (Lengthened  me  mightily 
in  the  Performance  of  this  Journey  and  Service, 
everlafting  Praifes  to  his  great  Name. 


Now  I  kept  to  Meetings  near  Home,  until 
National  about  the  Time  of  our  National  Half-Year’s 
Meeting,  which  begun  at  Dublin  the  eighth 
Meeting  Day  of  the  ninth  Month  ;  thither  I  went  in 
at  Dub. in. Company  of  Richard  Eves,  firft  to  Aihy  to  our 
Province-Meeting,  which  was  there  at 
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Time,  and  after  the  Service  of  the  Meeting  1709. 
was  over  we  went  to  Dublin ,  and  on  the  Day  w/'VVI 
following  our  National-Meeting  begun,  where 
was  a  great  Appearance  of  Friends  from  feveral 
Places,  and  Accounts  were  brought  of  the 
Affairs  of  Truth  in  the  particular  Meetings  of 
Friends.  The  Service  of  this  Meeting  held 
part  of  four  Days  in  the  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Church  Affairs ;  when  it  was  over  I  returned 
Home. 

1  1 

Soon  after,  our  Provincial  Quarterly- Meet-  Qnrerfy 
ing  was  at  Caftledermat ,  and  <1  went  thither  in  ^ cl fi fe 
the  Company  of  Richard  Eves-,  the  Service  of  derma.' 
this  Meeting  held  part  of  three  Days  in  the 
Worfhip  of  God  and  Difcipline  of  the  Church, 
and  the  fvveet  and  comfortable  Prefence  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  with  us,  to  Friends  great 
Comfort  and  Refrefhment ;  when  the  Service 
of  the  Meeting  was  over  I  went  Home. 

4 

In  the  third  Month  1710,  I  went  to  our  ijiq. 
National-Meeting  at  Dublin ,  and  a  great  Ap-  National- 
pearance  of  Friends  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  lVleetius 
Nation  was  there,  alfo  Accounts  given  of  the  Uubl,>* 
Affairs  of  Truth,  and  Friends'  Concern  in  each 
Province  for  its  Profperity  ;  when  the  Service 
of  that  Meeting  was  over,  which  held  feveral 
Days  for  the  public  Worfhip  of  God  and 
Church  Affairs,  I  went  Home  :  And  foon  after, 
our  Quarterly  Province- Meeting  being  again  at 
Cadkdermot ,  I  went  thither,  and  ftaid  the  Ser¬ 
vice  thereof,  which  was  weighty  j  when,  it  was 
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1710.  over  1  returned  Home,  the  Lord  hitherto  re- 
newing  my  Strength  in  his  Service,  both  in  the 
inward  and  outward  Man. 

’  *  t  .  v  *  ■ 

Meeting  ^ur  next  Six-Weeks-Meeting  for  Leinfler 

at  Baity-  Province  being  appointed  at  Ballycane,  in  the 
cane.  County  of  Wicklow,  I  fpund  fome  Drawing? 
ppon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and  accordingly 
went,  though  feeble  in  Body  ;  next  Morning, 
after  the  Meeting  was  ended,  I  took  my  Jour¬ 
ney  homewards,  in  Company  of  Friends,  and 
through  the  Lord’s  Mercy  got  well  Home. 
Half-  Soon  after  was  our  National  Half-Years  Meet- 

Meet  in  cr  ’ng  at  Dublin,  and  I  found  the  Lord’s  Draw- 
at  Dublin,  jn gs  freih  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  though 
I  was  very  feeble  and  weak  in  Body  5  for  the 
Lord’s  gracious  Promife  was  to  me,  That  / 
jl.ould  not  want  Strength  arid  Ability .  I  went 
thither,  where  I  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord 
and  the  Teftimony  of  his  blelTed  Truth,  the 
Lord  wonderfully  (Lengthening  me  over  Old- 
Age  and  other  Infirmities,  fo  that  the  Journey 
was  made  eafy.  When  the  Service  of  this 
great  Meeting  was  over  I  went  Home,  in 
Company  of  Friends. 


17  1 1- 
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iVieeting 
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Soon  after  this  our  Quarterly- Meeting  fee 
Leinjier  being  appointed  at  Cajlleder mot ,  having 
forne  Drawings  upon  my  Spirit,  I  went  thither ; 
and  afterwards  J  went  to  our  en firing  National 
Half-Year’s  Meeting  at  Dublin,  in  both  which 
the  Lord  ffrengthened  me  mightily  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  his  bldfed  Ttuth,  in  Doftrine  and 
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Church  Difcipline,  and  the  Power  of  the  Lord,  17 1 1. 
in  his  Teftimony  was  over  all.  When  the  wvv/ 
Service  of  thefe  large  and  heavenly  Meetings 
was  over,  I  went  Home  in  the  Company  of 
fome  Friends.  Now  finding  myfelf  unable  to 
endure  long  Journeys,  I  was  content  to  reft  in 
the  Will  of  God,  who  had  lengthened  my 
Time  to  Old-Age,  and  done  great  Things  for 
me,  to  whofe  great  and  worthy  Name  be 
Praife,  Glory  and  Honour,  for  ever  and  ever¬ 
more.  f  ....... 

So  having  refted  fome  Time,  and  kept  to 
Meetings  near  Home,  finding  my  Ability  fome- 
thing  firong  again,  and  my  Mind  drawn  forth 
to  vifit  Friends’ Meetings  in  the  Province  of 
Munfter ,  I  fet  forward  in  the  feventh  Month 
following,  accompanied  with  Richard  Guy  and 
Jop:ua  Strongman ,  and  came  to  Birr ,  where  Birr.  - 
we  had  a  Meeting  with  Friends,  and  next  Day 
to  Limerick ,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Limerick. 
Friends,  and  on  the  Day  following,  Jofkua 
Strongman  returned  Home  ;  but  I,  with  Rich¬ 
ard  Guy,  went  to  Cbarlevil,  and  there  had  a  chadevii 
Meeting  with  Friends.  On  the  next  Day  to 
Cork,  and  there  had  two  large  Meetings  on  the  Cork. 
h1  ft  Day  of  the  W eek.  F rom  thence  we  went 
to  Bandon,  and  had  a  Meeting  there  with  Ban  don. 
Fi  tends,  fo  returned  to  Cork  ;  and  from  thence 
in  Company  of  leveral  Friends  we  came  to 
Toughal  the  next  Day,  and  had  a  Meeting  YoughaL 
theic.  friends  in  thofe  Places  {hewed  great 
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17 1  I*  among  them,  and  we  were  f’weetly  refreshed 
-'"V''-'  m  the  Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  and  one  in  another ; 
for  the  Lord’s  refreshing  GoodneSs  went  along 
in  that  Vifit,  and  I  had  many  Sweet  comfort¬ 
able  Opportunities  with  Friends  who  came  to 
fee  me,  befides  public  Meetings. 


Now  at  Youghal  we  parted  with  Friends  in 

the  tendering  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 

who  filled  our  Hearts  with  his  Goodnefs,  and  I 

Kifetfn-  with  Richard  Guy  went  to  Kilcommonbeg  (Some 

snonKg.  Frjends  of  Youghal  accompanying  us  over  the 

Mountains)  and  we  had  a  Meeting  at  Jofhua 

Fennel' s  Houfe  with  Friends  of  that  Quarter  : 

Then  we  went  to  "James  Ruffel's  Houfe,  about 

Tipperary  three  Miles  from  the  Town  of  Tipperary ,  and 

had  a  Meeting  there  with  Friends  of  that  Part ; 

here  George  Rooke  from  Dublin  met  me,  and 

Clonmd.  we  rode  to  Clonmel ,  and  had  a  Meeting  there 

with  Friends,  to  which  came  feveral  Friends, 

who  were  going  to  Munjler  Province-Meeting 

Water-  at  IVaterford. 

2c1:  d. 


w.  E  is 
taken  With 
.Indent 

Uncfs. 


From  thence  we  went  in  Company  with 
tltem,  and  alighted  at  Carrick  at  an  Inn,  to 
refrefh  ourfelves  and  Horfes :  Soon  after  which 
I  was  taken  with  a  violent  Griping,  exceffive 
Vomiting  and  Shaking  of  my  whole  Body,  fo 
that  it  Shook  the  Bed  I  lay  upon,  and  I  was 
not  fit  to  travel  that  Day  nor  the  next :  Thomas. 
Pierce  and  Richard  Guy ,  both  Skilful  in  Phy- 
fick,  Staid  with  me,  and  after  two  Days  Reft 
I  found  roylelf  much  caller  j  then  considering 

the 
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the  Matter,  and  finding  Freedom  in  my  Spirit,  17  n. 
I  returned  homeward,  accompanied  with  my 
two  Friends  aforefaid  ;  at  Ballinakil  'Thomas 
Pierce  left  me  and  went  homeward,  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Guy  accompanied  me  to  my  own  Dwel-  Returns 
ling.  This  Journey  was  above  two  hundred 
Miles,  and  I  then  about  eighty  three  Years  of 
Age.  - 

“  i  L  '**  fc  #  .. 

*  7  *  $'  ■  *  ....  * 

After  this,  when  I  had  refted  feme  Time  at 
H  ome,  and  kept  to  our  Meetings  for  the  Wor¬ 
th  ip  of  God,  I  found  my  Body  fomething 
frefh,  and  able  to  travel  fome  fhort  Journies  in 
Truth’s  Service,  and  Leinfter  Province- Meeting  prov:we_ 
being  at  Caftiedermot ,  I  went  thither.  When  Meeting 
the  Service  of  the  Meeting  was  over,  which  f  Caflte* 
held  part  of  three  Days,  I  returned  to  my 
Houfe  and  Family,  and  about  a  Week  after 
our  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting  was  at  Dub- 
iia,  in  the  ninth  Month  ;  and  I  went  thither 
in  Company  of  fome  Friends,  and  was  enabled 
to  anfwer  the  Service  required  of  me  in  that 
great  Meeting,  which  held  feveral  Days,  the 
Lord’s  Power  being  eminently  manifefted  foe 
the  Carrying  on  his  great  Work  of  a  compleat 
Reformation  in  the  Church  of  Chriff,  and 
maintaining  of  his  Teftimony  both  in  Dodtrine 
and  Difcipline.  When  that  Meeting's  Service 
was  over  I  returned  to  my  Houfe,  and  kept  to 
our  Meetings,  as  ufually  i  had  done,  but  found 
my  Body  grow  weaker  and  weaker  in  divers 
Refjpedls,  yet  my  Underftanding  found. 
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3712.  Oar  next  National  Half-Year’s  Meeting 

being  at  Dublin ,  as  ufual,  beginning  the  eighth 
Year's  Day  of  the  third  Month  1712,  I  found  fome 
Meeting  Drawings  upon  my  Spirit  to  be  there,  and  in 
at  Dublin.  the  Faith  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  I  went  to 
that  Meeting,  where  there  was  a  great  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Friends,  and  the  Service  of  Truth 
carried  on  in  great  Peace  and  Concord,  the 
Lord’s  blefled  Power  enabled  me  to  perform 
my  Part  of  the  Service  committed  to  me  in  that 
Meeting,  both  in  Dodrine  and  Difcipline,  to 
He  taketh  his  Praife  and  my  Comfort.  Here  1  took  my 
his  Leave  Leave  of  Friends,  never  expeding  to  fee  their 

diere!endS  Faces  any  more  in  that  Place.  When  the 
Service  of  that  great  Meeting  was  over,  which 
held  about  three  Days,  in  the  Worfliip  of  God 
and  Church  Difcipline,  I  went  to  my  own 
Houfe,  in  Company  of  my  Son  Tryal  Edmund- 
Jon  and  Richard  Eves,  and  found  my  Body 
could  not  endure  to  travel,  being  now  near 
eighty  five  Years  old. 
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CONTAINING 

Several  weighty  Exp reffion s  of 

W ILLIAM  EdMUNDSON  Oft 

his  Death-Bed^  with  a  brief  slc- 
count  of  his  Death  and  Burial. 


npHIS  worthy  Elder  after  his  Return  ifi 
A  Home,  as  abovefaid,  attended  Meetings  Ay 
there-away,  whilft  of  Ability  of  Body,  alio 
read  over  his  Journal  and  other  Papers,  and  on 
♦he  Day  before  he  took  his  Bed,  was  at  a  Burial 
near  his  own  Dwelling,  at  Friends’  Burying- 
Place  in  Twee/,  where  he  bore  a  living  Tefli- 
mony  to  friends  and  Neighbours  prefent 
advifmg  all  lo  make  ready  Jor  Jueh  d  Time  a ] 
that  \\7  Death ,  &c.  and  exhorting  young 
I  eop.e  lb  beware  of  Pride  and  Height :  which 
Tefhmony,  though  ihort,  was  very  reaching 
a  good  Power  attending,  and  concluded  in 
Iweet  and  fervent  Prayer  to  the  Lord, 
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Next  Day,  being  the  fecond  of  the  fixth 
Month,  a  few  Bouis  after  he  had  finifhed  the 
Reading  of  his  Writings  for  Truth’s  Service,  he 
took  his  Bed  nf  the  Ilnefs  whereof  he  died,  and 
having  his  Will  altered  according  to  his  Mind, 
he  Raid,  He  was  willing  to  die ,  and  well  fatisfied 
to  go  out  of  this  troublejome  World ,  for  his  Day's 

Work  was  jinijhed. 

/ 

On  the  fourth  of  the  Raid  Month  he  Raid  to 
Friends  prefent,  1  find  my  Legs  fail  me,  and 
it's  tedious  to  die  upward,  defiring  the  Lord 
would  make  his  Paffage  eafy.  And  requefting 
Friends,  That  bis  Will  might  be  performed,  and 
the  Subfiance  of  his  Journal  no  way  altered ;  and 
1  defire ,  (aid  he,  if  any  Friend  have  a  Paper* 
that  J  wrote  to  the  Bifhop  of  Kildare,  Jhewing 
my  Reafons  for  leaving  their  Church,  it  may  be 
taken  Care  of,  and  fcveral  other  Papers  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  that  I  wrote  in  Jamaica.  And 
foon  after  laid,  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  thou  great 
Phyfician,  look  upon  me,  who  canfl  cure  me,  I 
had  rather  die  than  live.  And  that  Night 
being  very  ill  and  full  of  Pain,  he  was  defirous 
to  go  to  Bed,  which  was  prepared  for  him, 
and  when  helped  towards  it,  he  kneeled  down 
on  the  Bedfide,  and  was  enabled  in  the  midft 
of  his  Extremity  to  call  upon  God,  to  the 
Comfort  and  Satisfaction  of  Friends  prefent, 
befeeching  the  Lord,  To  abate  in  fome  Meafure 
the  Bitlernefs  of  the  Pain  that  lay  on  him,  which 
in  a  great  Degree  was  anfwered,  for  though 

he  got  little  Sleep  that  Night,  yet  lay  for  the 

moft 
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moll:  Part  pretty  eafy  and  quiet  ;  towards 
Morning,  being  in  a  very  tender  Frame  of  ^ 
Spirit,  he  was  truly  thankful  to  God  for  his 
Mercy  and  Goodnefs,  and  did  blefs,  praife 
and  magnify  his  great  Name  for  the  fame, 
defiring  thofe  prefent  to  praife  the  Lord  alfo 
on  his  Behalf. 

On  the  fifth  Day  of  the  faid  Month,  there 
being  fome  Friends  in  the  Room,  fitting  quiet¬ 
ly  by  him,  he  dcjired  their  Prayers  for  him , 
for  he  was  weak ,  and  not  able  to  undergo  much : 
Soon  after  which  he  got  a  little  Sleep,  and 
when  he  awoke,  afked,  IV ere  Friends  gone  I 
He  was  afked,  How  he  did  ?  He  faid,  Very 
weak .  Then  befought  the  Lord  to  this  Effedl : 
Forget  not  thy  wonted  Mercies,  but  mitigate 
thefe  Fains,  if  it  be  thy  Will,  and  / land  not  at  a 
Di fiance  in  this  Time  of  Need  :  1  pray  thee, 

O  Lord !  Touch,  one  Touch  with  thy  Finger, 
and  cure  all.  And  a  little  after  ordered  where 
his  Grave  fhould  be  made,  and  gave  neceflary 
Advice  and  Charge  to  his  Children. 

On  the  fixth  Day  of  the  faid  Month,  he  ex- 
preilfed  to  fome  Friends  his  Concern  and  Trou¬ 
ble  of  Mind,  becaufe  of  Pride  and  Height  that 
young  People  were  gone  into,  far  wide  from  the 
Humility  and  Plainne/s  that  Truth  led  Friends 
into  in  the  Beginning  ;  and  faid,  one  examples 
another  therein.  And  his  Spirit  feemed  bur- 
thened  under  a  Senfe  thereof.  At  Night  when 
he  went  to  Red,  he  renewed  his  Supplication 
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1712.  to  the  Lord,  Not  to  forget  his  wonted  Kindnefs 
towards  him,  &c. 


On  the  feventh  Inftant  he  Laid  to  his  Wife, 
1  am  now  clear  of  the  World  and  the  Things  of 
it.  And  to  Friends  who  came  to  vifit  him 
that  Afternoon,  he  (aid,  Friends,  you  would  da 
well  to  retire  to  the  Lord .  And  after  a  Time 
of  filent  Waiting,  he  prayed  fervently  unto 
God  to  their  great  Comfort,  and  though  the 
Pains  and  Extremity  of  his  Diftemper  were 
great,  yet  he  bore  it  patiently  ;  and  divers 
Friends  from  feveral  Parts  coming  to  fee  him, 
he  frequently  declared  his  zealous  Concern  for 
Truth’s  Profperity,  and  Promotion  of  its  Go-? 
verment  in  the  Churches  of  Chrift,  That  net 
only  thofe  who  were  peculiarly  concerned  as  Elders 
in  the  Difeipline  and  Over  fight  of  the  Church, 
fhould  be  juch  as  were  rightly  qualified  and 
gifted  for  that  Service,  Men  of  Truth,  fearing 
God  and  hating  Covetoufnefs  ;  but  alfo  that  all 
who  were  admitted  into  a  clofe  Communion ,  as 
Members  of  Men  and  Wi omen's-Mettings,  fleould 
be  JubjeSl  to  Truth,  and  walk  agreeable  thereto 
in  the  whole  Courfe  of  their  Converfation.  And 
when  fuch  came  to  vifit  him,  who  had  not 
been  fqbjedl  to  thofe  wholfome  Rules,  effa- 
blifhed  in  the  Church  for  good  Order  and 
Pifciphne,  he  did  not  fpare  to  admonifh  and 
reprove  them  in  the  Authority  of  Truth,  and 
for  their  Good. 

0 
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On  the  tenth  Inftant  at  Night,  he  being  in 
a  heavenly  Frame  and  Concern  of  Mind,  dif- 
cernable  to  thofe  near  him,  he  fpake  thus  : 

Heaven  and  Earth,  Sea  and  dry  Land,  and  all 
' Things  fall  be  fhaken  ;  nothing  mu/l  ftand ,  but 
•what  is  according  to  the  Will  of  God :  So  look  to 
it  Friends,  And  fome  Time  after  faid  to  this 
Effedt  :  1  he  here  under  Pam,  and  would  fain 
be  removed  -,  but  1  am  like  one  that  purfues 
Death,  and  it  fees  from  me,  although  1  fee  not 
•wherefore  my  Lime  ,  fhould  be  prolonged,  my 
natural  Parts  being  decayed ;  neither  fee  1  any 
thing  I  have  left  undone ,  •which  the  Lord  required 
of  me,  when  1  had  Strength  and  Ability,  or  that 
the  Lord  chargeth  me  with  any  Nefecl 
franfgre fieri. 


or 


On  the  eighteenth,  as  he  lay,  he  /pake  thus 
to  fome  p  re  lent :  1  have  Something  to  fay  to  you, 
if  '  you  have  Ears  to  hear  it,  the  Spirit  of  Vanitv 
is  let  loofe,  the  Lord  f lifers  it,  and  it's  like  to 
make  a  Separation.  At  another  Time,  he  faid 
to  fome  intimate  Friends  prefent :  -  There  are 
wonderful  Things  to  be  done,  the  Lord  hath  a 
mighty  Work  to  do,  that  mujl  be  gone  through 
and  there  be  jew  that  fee  through  it,  * 

Several  other  weighty  Expreffions  dropped 
from  the  Mouth  of  our  faid  dear  and  ancient 
Friend  in  the  Time  of  his  Sicknefs,  fome  of 
wh.ch  are  inferted  in  the  Teftimonies  given 
forth  by  Friends,  who  vifited  him  near  his  End 
and  were  Eye  and  Ear-Witncfies  thereof. 

*  "  *  *  i  *  t  V 


3°9 


* 


1712. 


To 


. 

JC 


The  JOURNAL  of 

To  conclude :  Though  it  may  be  fuppofed 
divers  of  the  Author’s  laft  Sayings  were  not 
committed  to  Writing,  which,  if  remembered, 
might  have  been  worthy  thereof ;  yet  what  is 
here  collected  may  demonftrate  his  Zeal  for 
the  Glory  of  God  and  Welfare  of  Sion  to  his 
Latter-end  ;  who,  after  about  one  Month’s 
Sicknefs  and  Pain  of  Body,  fomewhat  lharp  to 
bear  at  Times,  having  Run  the  Race  with  Pa¬ 
tience,  and  kept  the  Faith,  departed  this  Life  in 
fweet  Peace  with  the  Lord,  in  Unity  with  his 
Brethren,  and  Good-Will  to  all  Men,  the 
thirty  firft  Day  of  the  fixth  Month  1712,  being 
near  eighty  five  Years  old,  and  was  buried  the 
fourth  Day  of  the  feventh  Month  following, 
in  Friends’  Burying-Place  at  Fined,  near  his 
own  late  Dwelling-Place,  being  accompanied 
to  the  Grave  by  many  Friends  and  others 
from  feveral  Parts,  where  divers  Teftimonies 
were  born  from  a  lively  Senfe  of  his  manifold 
Services,  Perils  and  Labours  of  Love,  both  in 
this  Nation  and  lllands  abroad  ;  after  which  his 
Body  was  decently  interred,  but  hss  Memorial 
lives  among  the  Righteous, 
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An  E  T  I  S  T  L  E  to  Friends s 
written  in  Jamaica. 


Dear  Friends, 

AS  you  have  received  and  believed  in  the  i(y-,  r 
precious  Truth,  fo  live  and  walk  in  it  to 
God’s  Glory,  and  walk  upright  in  the  Freedom 
.  and  Liberty  of  the  Truth  and  Gofpel  of  Peace, 
in  which  you  will  have  Peace  with  God  ;  and 
go  not  back  into  the  Liberty  of  the  World,  for 
that  vvill  bring  you  into  Bondage,  and  the  old 
Leaven  will  Ileal  in  by  little  and  little,  that 
leavens  into  tne  Love  of  the  World,  and  draws  Love  of 
from  the  Love  of  God,  and  hinders  the  In-  the  World 

comes  of  his  Love  in  your  Hearts  and  Souls,  froTthe 
and  diaws  the  Mind  into  great  Incumbrances  Love  of 
and  Affedions  into  Things  below,  to  mindGod‘ 

earthly 
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1671.  earthly  Things  more  than  heavenly  Things, 
and  becomes  a  Yoke  of  Bondage,  and  will 
make  you  look  down  into  the  Earth,  and  keep 
you  from  looking  up  to  the  Lord,  who  faith, 
In  the  Look  unto  me.  And  fo  all  ftand  fail  and  firm 
Imaged  in  ^ie  Freedom  and  Liberty  of  the  blefled 
rme  Free- Truth  :  Let  none  lofe  the  heavenly  Image, 
*icm.  Jeft  the  Earth  and  earthly  Image  fteal  in  and 
come  over  again  ;  and  as  the  Grave  fwallow 
up,  and  like  Thorns  choak  all  that  which  is 
good,  and  fo  ftain  and  fpoil  the  Beauty  and 
Comelinefs,  which  you  have  in  the  everlafting 
Truth. 


Covetouf- 
nefs  an 
evil  Root. 


Friends,  I  fay,  in  the  Nafne  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  Shake  yourfelves  from  the  Du(l,  and  front 
the  Earth,  as  being  quickened  and  raifed  from 
the  Grave,  and  from  the  Earth  by  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  the  Lord,  and  fow  not  among 
Thorns,  but  plow  up  the  Fallow-Ground,  and 
keep  a  diligent  Hand  at  the  Plow,  that  as  the 
Ax  hath  cut  down  the  Branches,  fo  the  Plow 
might  tear  up  the  Roots,  that  the  Roots  of 
Corruption,  Earthly-mindednefs  and  Covet- 
oufnefs,  which  is  the  Root  of  all  Evil,  and 
the  Root  of  Bitternefs  be  not  left  unrooted  out 
through  Negledt ;  and  fo  thofe  old  Roots  fprout 
and  fpring  up  again,  and  run  over  and  choak 
the  Good,  and  make  the  Field,  Garden  and 
Plantation  unfruitful  to  God.  Muft  not  his 
People  be  as  a  fruitful  Field,  and  as  a  pleafant 
Garden  to  bring  forth  much  Fruit,  to  be  a 
fweet  Smell  and  a  fweet  Savour  ?  And  fo,  all 

F  riends. 
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Friends,  fee  that  your  Fields,  Gardens  and  l6fii 
Plantations  be  kept  clean,  and  the  Roots  hacked  '-•''V'- 
up  as  well  as  the  Branches  ;  that  you  may 
fiourifh  in  the  New-Covenant,  as  the  Field  of 
the  Lord,  and  as  his  Garden,  give  a  fweet 
Smell  and  Savour  of  Life  unto  Life,  and  of 
Death  unto  Death  ;  and  as  his  fruitful  Planta¬ 
tion,  bring  forth  much  Fruit  to  his  Praife  and  Good 
Glory,  who  is  the  chief  Planter  and  chief  F1ru‘^ 
Workman,  that  he  may  delight  to  dwell  in  God  y 
his  Field  and  Plantation,  and  to  walk  in  his 
Garden,  and  to  water  it  in  due  Seafon*  and  not 
have  Caufe  to  rejedt  or  call  out  any,  as  a 
withered  and  unfruitful  Branch,  through  Un- 
worthinefsi 

Let  all  walk  worthy  of  God’s  Lotfe,  Vifita-f 
tion  and  Mercies  every  Way,  and  take  heed  of 
turning  again  unto  (uch  Things,  as  Truth 
judged,  ltd  out  of,  and  caufed  us  to  deny  at 
the  fir  ft,  in  Trading  and  otherwife  ;  for  Truth  Triiffi 
changes  not  :  Therefore  keep  the  firft  Love,  ”CK 
and  Principles,  fpotlefs  and  blamelefs  in  the  ^ 
Sight  of  God  and  Man,  and  remember  that 
the  Children  of  lffael ,  whom  God  took  by 
the  Hand  to  bring  them  from  the  Bondage  of 
Egypt,  and  to  give  them  the  Land  of  Promife, 
how  many  of  the  firft  Generation  fell,  and 
came  fhort  by  looking  back  through  Unbelief, 
and  tempting  and  grieving  the  Lord  in  the  > 

Day  and  Time  of  their  Trial  Alfo  Loth  Lot? 
V/ife,  who  looked  back,  was  fet  for  an  Ex-  Xvife  a? 
ample  :  And  are  not  we  a  kind  of  Firft-Fruits,  ^  ^ 

S  f  an  d 
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1671.  and  a  Generation  whom  God  hath  vifited,  and 
~  ~  taken  by  the  Hand  to  redeem  from  the  Earth, 
and  from  the  World,  after  a  long  Night  of 
Apoftacy  and  Falling  away  ?  So  all  take  heed 
and  be  circumfpedt ;  for  there  is  much  upon 
my  Spirit  concerning  thefe  Things,  hard  to  be 
uttered,  and  harder  to  be  born  by  fome.  See 
that  none  leave  either  Hoof  or  Horn  in  Egypt , 
for  then  the  Mind  will  be  towards  it. 


Therefore  all  arife,  and  come  forth  with  the 
All  we  Seed  Royal,  that  all  we  have  may  be  in  the 
te'"  ccnfe-  Hand  of  the  Lord,  as  an  Offering  and  Sacrifice 
crated  to  to  him,  which  is  but  a  reafonabie  Service  :  For 
riicLord.  we  are  j-)Ut  Stewards  of  what  we  have,  and 
muft  give  an  Account  to  God  ;  wherefore  take 
heed  of  being  linked  and  married  to  your  Shops, 
and  Trades  or  Merchandize,  whereby  you  are 
incumbered,  lett  and  hindered  from  coming  to 
Meeting,  ferving  the  Lord  and  doing  his  Work, 
as  though  your  Work  and  Bufinefs  muft  be 
done  firft,  and  the  Lord’s  the  laft.  Would  not 
you  blame  and  be  angry  with  your  Servants, 
that  would  prefer  and  do  their  own  Work  and 
Bufinefs  before  yours,  and  be  fo  incumbered 
and  bufy  therein,  that  your  Bufinefs  is  neglect¬ 
ed  ?  Be  ye  therefore  careful  that  the  Lord’s 
Bufinefs  be  firft  done,  and  his  Truth  and  Con¬ 
cerns  thereof  preferred  before  all,  that  you 
before  our  may  receive  an  Anfwer  from  the  Lord  of  Well 
*wn.  done,  good  and  faithful  Servants.  For  if  any  be 
linked  and  married  to  the  World,  and  to  the 
Earth,  their  Shops,  Merchandize  or  Trading, 
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and  have  their  Delights  there  :  How  then  are 
they  God’s  Freemen  and  Chi  ill’s  Spoufe,  mar¬ 
ried  to  him  ?  Mult  not  they,  who  are  married 
to  Chrift,  be  freed  from  the  World  and  from 
the  Earth  through  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  the 
Power  of  God,  and  walk  as  Freemen,  having 
the  Earth  under  them*  and  not  over  them  ? 


Be  ye  therefore  good  Merchant- Men,  priz< 
the  precious  Truth,  the  precious  Pearl,  and  Tl,e’r'nrth 
the  Preferment  of  it  above  all,  that  the  Love  pead^OUj 
of  the  World  and  of  the  Earth  enter  not,  and 
work  as  the  old  Leaven,  by  which  the  Streams 
of  Cod’s  free  Love  in  your  Hearts  may  be 
flopped.  All  prize  the  Love  of  God,  and  walk 
worthy  of  it,  who  as  a  tender  Father  gave  his 
Son  for  us,  even  the  Son  of  his  Love,  whom  God’s 
he  hath  made  Heir  of  all  Things,  that  we  Love  to 

through  him  may  be  Heirs  of  an  everlafting  ;n  giving 
Inheritance,  and  not  go  after  other  Lovers,  or  Lis  Son. 
have  the  Heart  carried  away  with  them,  that 
will  not  ftand  in  ftead,  nor  can  fave  in  the 
needful  Time. 


Jamaica,  the  24th  of  the 
Twelfth  Month  r. 
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Tart  of  a  LETTER  to  his  Wife . 


.HAVE  had  feveral  Meetings  here  with 
Friends,  and  the  Lord’s  heavenly  Prefence 
with  us,  and  many  well  refrefhed.  I  defiie 
that  all  may  be  careful  of  God’s  Honour,  and 
the  Fame  of  his  bleffed  Truth,  which  is  more 
than  all,  that  Occafion  be  not  given  whereby 
Truth  may  be  evil  fpoken  of.  My  Love  is  tq 
ail  our  Children  with  thee  ;  and  my  Defire 
and  Charge  to  them  is,  To  fear  God ,  love  hif 
Truth  and  People ,  and  love  one  another ;  live  in 
Peace,  and  walk  Joker ly  to  all-,  for  the  Fear  of 
God  will  keep  their  Hearts  clean,  and  by  it  they 
will  learn  Wifdom  towards  God  and  Men, 
which  will  adorn  and  commend  them  before 
Men,  and  in  the  End  produce  both  Peace  and 
Comfort.  My  dear  and  true  Love  is  to  thee, 
as  a  true  and  faithful  Hufband,  which  thou 
may  ft  afture  thyfelf  of,  where  ever  I  am,  of 
however  I  may  be  difpofed  of  ;  and  my  tender 
Love  is  to  all  honeft- hearted  Friends,  as  if  J 
named  them,  and  reft 


*|'hy  loving  Hufband, 

William  Edmondson, 
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EXAMINATION' 

TO  ALL 

Who  have  affirmed  the  Place  of  Shepherds, 
Herdfmen,  and  Overfeers  of  the  Flocks  of 
People  or  all  Sorts  in  Chriftendom ,  to  lee  if 
your  Accounts  dc  ready,  and  what  Order 

-  Flocks  fce  in  :  With  a  few  Lines  of 
good  News  to  the.  feveral  Flocks. 


Wo  be  to  ti-.e  Shepherds  that  feed  themfelves,  fhould  not  tie 
S  .epherds  feed  the  Flocks  ?  Ye  eat  the  Fa  ,  and  ye  do  h 

'  T!tl^,the,  VV  °21 ;  5'e  ki])  them  are  fed  ;  but  teheed  not 
the  blocks.  The  Difeafed  have  ye  not  llrengthe/ed,  neither 
have  >'e  healed  that  which  was.  Tick  ;  neithef  have  ve  lv  „t 
up  that  which  was  broken  ;  neither  have  ye  brought  back  that 
winch  was  driven  away  ;  neither  have  ye  W°t  tHt  X  ’ V 

n  S* :  BM  ;,i,h  -  Wfis&SM? 

and  they  were  Latter  pd,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  2,  3,  4,  5.  ' 

Therefore  I  come  again)!  the  Shepherds,  faith  the  I  0rd  •  I  will 
require  my  Sheep  at  their  Hands  :  And  caufe  them  to  c cafe 
rom  feeding  the  Sheep  ;  neither  thall  the  Shepherds  feed 
thtmfdves  any  more  ;  to,  I  writ  deliver  my  Stem  from thS 
Momhs,  tJiat  tliey  may  not  be  Meat  for  them,  Eack.  saxiv.  r  o. 


F  °T !  E  ,a  l  (*«  have  a  (Turned  the  i6,2 
Vj  idle  o,)  Shepherds,  Overfee..,  and  IaF) 
’Herdrmen  of  the  Flocks  of  People  of  all  Sorts 
in  Cbnjtendcm,  you  have  had  the  Overfight, 

‘  '  Flerding 
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1672.  Herding  and  Ordering  of  the  Multitudes  of 
People  tor  a  long  Time  ;  and  the  Lord  hath 
Mat  2t.  been  as  a  Man  in  a  far  Country ,  but  now  he 
is  coming  to  call  you  to  Account,  and  will 
requite  the  Flocks  at  your  Hands  ;  the  Time 
is  near  that  you  mu  ft  give  Account  of  your 
Charge,  and  receive  a  Recompence  of  Reward 
from  him  according  to  your  Deeds. 

This  is  a  Warning  to  you  all,  to  have  your 
Accounts  ready,  and  fee  that  the  f  locks  be  in 
good  Order,  and  that  Nothing  be  wanting ; 
for  you  will  not  have  any  to  meddle  with  the 
Flocks  but  yourfelves,  therefore  at  your  Hands 
the  Lord  will  require  them. 

Have  you  kept  a  diligent  Watch  Night  and 
Day,  with  Carefulnefs  for  their  Souls  ?  Have 
your  Locks  been  wet  with  the  Dew,  and  the 
Gen.  31.  Hairs  of  your  Heads  with  the  Frofts,  to  pre- 
4°*  ferve  their  Feet  in  the  Way  of  Peace,  from  the 
Shepherds  Devourer,  and  out  of  all  filthy  unclean  Ways  ? 
watch  and  Have  you  been  as  good  Examples  before  the 
be  good  feveral  Flocks  in  all  Things,  walking  before 
Examples.  as  g00d  Patterns  ? 

Have  ye  led  them  to  the  Failures  of  Life, 
and  fed  them  in  due  Seafon  ?  Or  have  ye  not 
played  the  carelefs  idle  Shepherds,  fitting  in 
your  fat  Places,  and  lying  upon  your  loft 
Pillows  at  Eafe,  feeding  with  the  Fat,  and 
fporting  yourfelves  in  your  Day  and  Time, 
whilft  the  feveral  poor  Flocks  go  aftray  in  the 

By-Paths, 
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By-Paths,  and  are  fcattered  in  the  barren  Wil-  1672. 
dernels,  as  Sheep  wanting  a  Shepherd,  and  as  v'vs* 
a  People  without  their  Guide,  where  their  poor 
Souls  are  ftarved  for  Want  of  the  Bread  of  Life  ? 

Have  ye  led  the  feveral  Flocks  to  the  Fountain 
of  living  Mercies  and  Well-Spring  of  Life, 
where  they  might  drink  freely,  without  Money’ 
and  thereby  be  refreshed,  and  all  become  fruit- 
iul  and  none  barren,  as  the  Flocks  in  Solomon  s  Cl?,  &.  <r« 
Song  ;  or  are  they  not  dried  up  Head  and  Tail 
for  Want  of  the  Springs  of  Life,  and  fo  un¬ 
fruitful  in  any  Thing  that  is  good  ?  Have  not 
you  alio  in  this  Condition  led  and  driven  them 
by  your  Example  and  Perfuafion,  to  the  dirty  Evil  E*- 
Puddles  and  Kennels  of  Sin  and  Uncleannefs?  aiTi'P'c  sufk! 
Have  not  you  (the  pretended)  Herdfrnem  of  all 
Sons,  perfiiaded  the  Flocks,  that  this  is  what  ST 
they  muft  drink  and  lick  up,  whilft  on  this 
Side  the  Grave  ?  And  are  not  your  Flocks  (as 
you  call  them)  by  that  Means  fallen  into  crols 
Difeafes,  as  Rottennefs  of  Heart,  Unfoundnefs 
of  Mind,  Blindnefs  and  Deafnefs,  from  feeing 
tneir  Salvation,  and  hearing  the  Voice  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  ?  And  are  they  not  fallen  Jnt« 


againn  tne  Man  of  Sin,,  and  break  down  his 
itrong  Holds, 
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1672.  And  by  drinking  Iniquity,  Sin,  and  Un-» 
cleannefs,  are  not  all  the  Flocks  fallen  into 
grofs  Difeafes  ?  That  there  is  no  Health  in 
them,  and  become  weak  and  feeble  in  the 
Faith,  wherein  they  fhould  refill  the  Devil, 
and  overcome  him  :  And  have  loll  their  Tafle, 
Smell  and  Savour  in  the  Things  of  God  ;  lo 
that  every  Thing  that  is  feafoned  with  his  Spirit 
and  Power,  becomes  loathfome  to  their  Talle, 
by  Reafon  of  the  Difeafes  and  Rottennefs, 
Mat.  5.  wanting  Salt  in  themfelves  to  favour  withal, 
*?•  by  which  they  Ihouid  be  a  fweet  Savour  of  a 
fweet  fmelling  Sacrifice  to  God,  and  be  able  to 
Rom  8.  fealon  the  Earth.  And  through  Want  of  it, 
21,  22.  }s  not  the  Earth  corrupt,  and  the  Creation 
burdened  ?  Doth  it  not  groan,  and  wait  to  be 
delivered  from  under  that  Bondage  ? 

See  now  what  you  have  in  your  Flocks-  (as 
you  call  them)  to  offer  to  the  Lord,  that  may 
find  Acceptance  with  him  :  Will  he  accept  of 
Mai  1.  the  Unclean ,  Sick,  Lame  or  Blind?  Mull  not 
•3’  ‘4-  _  the  Church ,  that  is  prefented  to  God ,  be  without 
£  '  5  Spot,  Wrinkle,  or  anyjuch  Thing  ?  And  Nothing 
that  is  unclean  can  enter  into  his  Kingdom. 
Have  you.  Shepherds  and  Herdfmen  (fo  called) 
of  ail  Sorts,  looked  carefully  to  the  feverai 
Flocks,  to  keep  them  from  the  Spots  of  the 
World  ?  Or  are  they  not  run  all  over  from 
Head  to  Tail  with  a  Scab,  as  a  Leprofy  ?.  And 
have  not  you  played  the  lazy  Shepherds,  that 
look  no  better  to  the  Flocks  ?  Or  the  Sophillers, 
who  have  faid,  That  you  have  the  Care  and 
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Cure  of  Souls,  and  that  you  are  the  Phyficians ;  1672. 
and  yet  your  Flocks  (as  you  cajl  them)  fall 
into  fuch  grofs  Difeafes  and  Uncleannefs  ?  Are 
not  you  the  carelefs  Shepherds,  and  Phyficians  Mark  j, 
of  no  Value  ?  Would  not  you  blame  and  be  26- 
angry  with  the  Herdfmen  of  your  Flocks,  and 
require  your  Flocks  at  their  Hands,  or  throw 
them  into  Prilon  till  they  made  Satisfadion,  if 
they  dealt  fo  badly  with  you,  concerning  your 
F'locks  and  Herds  ?  And  will  not  the  Lord  do 
fo  by  you  ?  Is  it  not  realonable,  juft  and  equal, 
that  he  require  the  Flocks  at  your  Hands  ?  For 
you  have  been  well  paid  for  the  looking  to 
them,  as  you  very  well  know,  and  the  Nations 
can  witnefs. 


Have  you  kept  one  certain  Voice,  as  the  John  10, 
good  Shepherd  doth,  that  the  Sheep  might  1  to  l0‘ 
hear  his  Voice  and  come  together,  and  not  ftray 
or  ftraggle,  and  fall  into  Pits  ?  Or  have  not 
your  Voices  been  variable  and  changeable  as 
the  Wind,  and  giving  an  uncertain  Sound  ? 

And  your  Flocks  (as  you  call  them)  never  find  Shepherds 
a  certain  Voice  among  you  }  fo  are  fcattered 
into  Seifs,  Divifions  and  Parties,  pufhing  one 
another  with  Head,  Horn,  Arm  and  Shoulder  Voice* 
into  the  Pit  and  Mire,  inftead  of  helping  one 
another  out  of  the  Mire,  and  out  of  the  Pit. 


Again,  have  you  been  careful  to  count  the  Gen.  30 
Flocks  Morning  and  Evening,  as  the  Shepherds  39  , 
ought  to  do,  and  ufually  do,  that  none  be  count  and 
wanting  r  Or  have  you  negledted  this  Duty  mark  Wcli 

T  r  b  1  f  >‘i«r 
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1672.  alfo,  fave  at  fleecing  Times ;  like  the  Hireling, 
who  cares  not  for  the  Flocks,  but  for  the 
Fleece  ?  Have  you  endeavoured  to  keep  the 
Flocks,  that  you  (pretend  to)  be  Overfeers  of, 
well  marked,  with  the  Lamb’s  Mark  in  their 
t;-v.  14.1.  Foreheads,  that  they  may  be  known  that  they 
f  are  his  ?  For  if  they  be  not,  but  marked  with 
another  Mark,  will  he  not  fay,  Depart,  I 
know  ye  not  ?  Have  you  acquainted  the  Flocks 
with  the  Fold  of  Peace  and  Safety,  and  to 
come  into  it  gently,  and  reft  in  Meeknefs  and 
Quietnefs  ?  Or  have  you  not  been  negligent, 
and  they  grown  wild,  as  the  wild  Goats  upon 
the  Mountains,  and  as  Bullocks  unaccuftomed 
to  the  Yoke,  and  as  Heifers  Fluffing  up  the 
Wind  ? 


Have  not  you  left  the  Office  of  a  Shepherd, 
H\ inters  of  and  are  not  many  of  you  turned  Hunters,  who 
■[  tier  locks,  fount  the  Lord’s  little  Flock,  which  he  hath 

gathered  by  his  Power  into  his  Sprit,  and  put 
under  the  Hand  of  the  true  Shepherd,  that 
feeds  them  in  due  Seafon  ?  Do  not  you  hunt 
them  as  a  Partridge,  and  make  it  your  Game 
and  Sport  to  fpoil  and  deftroy  them,  as  the 
A&  2C.  Flock  of  your  Prey,  and  prepare  your  Tongues 
29’  3°'  like  Bows,  and  your  Words  like  Arrows,  to 
deftroy  and  cut  them  off,  whom  you  know 
by  the  Shepherd’s  Mark,  from  all  the  Flocks 
in  Chrifiendom,  fo  called  ? 

2  Tim.  3.  And  do  you  not  (Hunter-like)  found  your 
1  to  9 •  Horns  of  Envy  and  Periccution,  to  awaken  and 

ftir 
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Air  up  all  of  like  Mind  and  Spirit  with  you,  1672. 
to  hunt  and  fpoil  the  Lord’s  little  Flock,  as  '-''V''- 
though  they  were  not  worthy  to  feed  and  live  Afts  20. 
upon  the  Earth,  with  the  reft  of  the  Flocks ;  2:)' 
or  as  if  the  Earth  were  yours,  and  not  the 
Lord’s ;  and  that  he  might  not  have  a  Flock 
upon  Earth,  as  well  as  you,  or  as  though  he 
had  no  Right,  but  all  were  yours  ?  And  think 
you  that  the  Lord  feeth  not  this,  and  will  it 
not  kindle  his  Wrath,  and  haften  him  to  call 
you  to  an  Account,  and  reward  you  according 
to  your  Works  ? 


And  may  not  he  juftly  hunt  you,  who  have 
been  the  chief  Hunters  of  his,  and  prepare  his 
Bow  and  Arrows  againft  you,  and  mark  you 
out,  and  make  you  a  Hiding,  and  a  By-word  Jer.  23, 
to  the  Nations  ?  And  is  it  not  juft  for  him  to  1  to  h 
take  the  Flocks  from  you,  who  have  been 
carelefs,  and  neglected  your  Service  and  Duty  ; 
and  now  will  not  let  his  Flock  be  quiet,  but 
rend  and  tear  them  ?  Is  it  not  Juftice  and 
Equity  for  him  to  rend  the  Flocks  from  you, 
and  redeem  them  from  your  Mouths,  who 
will  not  iufter  his  to  receive  the  Law  at  his 
Mouth ,  whom  he  hath  ordained  a  Prieji  for 
ever ,  and  whoje  Lips  prefer ve  Knowledge  ? 


Will  not  the  juft  Principle  in  you  anfwer  to 
his  Juftice,  when  it  comes  upon  you  with 
Equity  to  take  the  Flocks  from  you,  and  lay 
you  afide,  and  gather  the  Flocks,  and  put  them 
under  the  Hand  of  his  Son,  Christ  Jesus,  the 

T  t  2  good 
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good  Shepherd  ;  who  will  bring  them  to  ths 
freio  Failures  of  Life,  and  feed  them  in  due 
Seafon,  and  caufe  them  to  hear  his  Voice,  and 
know  it,  and  to  his  Fold,  and  lie  down  in  it  in 
Quietnels,  Meeknefs  and  Patience,  where  none 
fhall  make  them  afraid  ;  preferving  from  the 
Storm,  and  from  the  Heat,  and  bring  them  to 
the  Well  of  clean  Water,  and  Fountain  of 
living  Mercies,  and  caufe  them  to  wafh  and  be 
clean,  and  to  drink  and  be  refrefhed,  that  they 
may  no  longer  be  barren  in  Fruits  of  Holinefs, 
but  bring  forth  to  God’s  Glory,  and  anoint 
their  Eyes  with  Eye-Salve,  and  open  their 
blind  Eyes  ?  Then  they  will  fee  you  to  be 
blind  Guides,  and  blefs  the  Lord  that  redeems 
them  from  you.  He  alio  will  give  them 
Balfam  and  precious  Ointment,  even  the  Virtue 
that  goes  out  of  him,  the  good  Phyfician  that 
will  cure  their  Spots ,  Scabs  and  Leprofy  (which 
ran  all  over  them  whilft  under  your  Hands) 
and  will  purge  their  Corruptions,  and  cure  the 
evil  Difeafes  of  Sin  and  Iniquity,  by  which 
Death  hath  had  Dominion  ;  and  he  will  give 
them  faving  Health,  and  heal  their  Back- 
Hidings,  and  open  the  Myfleries  of  his  King¬ 
dom  to  them,  circumcifing  their  Hearts  and 
Ears,  and  caufing  them  to  underftand  thofe 
Secrets  which  are  hidden  from  the  Wifdom  of 
this  World,  and  bring  them  cut  of  the  many 
Ways,  into  the  one  Way',  Chrifl  Jefus  the 
Way  to  God,  and  out  of  the  many  Sedts, 
Divifions  and  Parties,  Holes,  Briers,  Thorns 
and  Thickets,  which  they  are  fallen  into,  and 
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have  been  intangled  with,  in  the  cloudy  and  1672. 
dark  Day  that  hath  been  over  them,  whilft 
under  your  Hands,  and  let  his  Name  and  his 
Father’s  Name  upon  them,  and  give  them  the 
Seal  of  the  New-Covenant,  that  they  may 
know  and  be  known  that  they  are  his,  whom 
he  hath  purchafed  with  his  precious  Blood,  and 
redeemed,  fearched  and  fought  out,  even  as  a 
good  Shepherd,  who  will  bring  them  to  the 
Mountain  of  the  Houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  da<  2.  3. 
and  teach  them  of  his  Ways,  and  watch  over 
them,  who  fleeps  not,  nor  {lumbers. 


He  will  work  a  Reformation  in  the  Nations, 
and  bring  them  to  the  one  true  Church,  which  Ifa.  28. 
is  in  God,  founded  and  built  upon  the  fure  ,6' 
Foundation,  that  God  hath  laid  and  coupled  “ 
together,  as  by  the  Hand  of  a  wife  Workman, 
into  the  Fellowlhip  of  the  one  Body,  whereof  EPl>.  4. 
Chrift  Jelus  is  the  Head,  who  fupplies 1  the  ‘5  l6» 
whole  Body  with  all  Things  needful,  to  build 
them  up  in  their  moft  precious  Faith,  which 
gives  them  Vidory  over  the  Man  of  Sin,  and 
renews  into  the  true  Worlhip  of  God,  in  the 
Spirit  and  in  the  Truth,  and  to  the  Uniformity  tt  -r 
in  the  lpiritual  Worfhip,  and  a  true  Conformity  ityamT 

thereto,  by  his  Law  of  the  Spirit  written  in  pon^orm~ 
the  Heart,  ‘T* 


-  There  Chrift  is  Prieft  according  to  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Father,  Minifter  and  Bifhop  of  the 
Soul,  who  minifters  Life,  Peace  and  Comfort 
onto  them,  and  renews  his  holy  and  heavenly 
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2672.  Ordinances  in  the  Church,  baptizing  into  one 
Spirit,  and  into  the  one  Faith ,  that  works  by 
A<fts  15.9'.  Love,  and  purifies  the  Heart,  giving  a  white 
Kev.2. 17.  Stone,  and  in  it  a  new  Name ,  and  feeding  with 
the  fincere  Milk  of  the  Word,  officiating  the 
Prieft’s  Office  in  the  Church  of  the  Firft-born, 
preparing  the  Altar,  and  fpreading  the  Table 
with  fine  white  Linen,  which  is  his  Righteouf- 
nefs  ;  and  prepares  the  Bread  for  his  Church, 
and  fills  their  Cup  with  the  New  Wine,  that 
they  may  all  drink  of  the  Cup  of  Bleffings, 
which  is  the  Communion  of  his  Blood ;  and  may 
all  eat  of  the  one  Bread,  which  is  the  Commu¬ 
nion  of  his  Body,  and  his  Body  is  Bread  indeed, 
and  his  Blood  is  Drink  indeed,  and  this  is  that 
which  gives  Life  ;  and  without  it  they  cannot 
have  Life,  and  this  is  free  without  Money, 
wherewith  the  Lord’s  Table  is  furniffied,  and 
he  is  inviting  the  People  and  gathering  the 
Nations  to  it,  from  your  chargeable  Tables ; 
for  you  have  fold  them  Bread,  Wine  and 
Water  at  a  dear  Rate  :  But  he  will  freely  feed 
them  with  all  Things  necefiary,  as  an  Houffiold 
of  one  Faith,  and  as  one  Family  :  Chrift  Jefus 
Nat. I2-  (greater  than  Solomon)  their  Lord  and  Matter 
(hall  govern  them,  fetting  up  and  renewing 
Family  Duties  among  them,  to  (land  on 
their  Watch,  to  ref  ft  every  appearance  of  Evil, 
and  to  pray  with  the  Spirit  and  with  Under- 
Handing,  and  to  fmg  with  the  Spirit,  and  with 
Underjianding  aljo.  And  he  /hall  rule,  whcfe 
Right  it  is,  and  the  Government  is  upon  his 
Shoulders,  whofe  Kingdom  is  evcrlajling,  and 
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oj  his  Government  there  Jhall  he  no  End.  The  1672. 
Lord  will  perform  this,  to  reform  the  Nations, 
and  bring  them  to  Uniformity,  and  true  Con¬ 
formity  in  his  dear  Son. 


Jamaica,  the  24th  of  the 
twelfth  Month  1672. 


William  Edmundson. 


Part  of  a  LETTER  writ  by 
W.  E.  at  Barbadoes,  to  Friends 
in  Ireland  ;  dated  the  eighth 
of  the  fir  ft  Month  1675. 


My  Love  is  to  all  dear  Friends. 

T  is  not  Diftance  or  Length  of  Time,  Tri-  167  r, 
bulations  or  Peril  by  Sea  or  Land  (though 
many)  that  can  make  me  unmindful  of  you  ; 
for  you  are  fealed  in  my  Heart  in  an  everlafting 
Remembrance  of  true  and  unfeigned  Love,  in 
the  holy  Spirit  and  Covenant  of  the  Father’s 
Love  where  our  Unity  ftands  with  the  Father  Chriffo* 
and  his  dear  uon,  and  one  with  another  Mv  u,lity  is 
earneft  Defires  are  to  the  Lord,  that  in’it  you 
may  all  be  kept  to  the  Lord  faithful  in'  all  * 
Filings,  without  Spot  or  Blemifii  ,  and  that  ' 
Truth  may  be  loved  and  preferred  before  all 
in  you  all,  and  by  you  all  in  all  Things.  And 
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though  it  be  my  Lot,  to  be  as  one  feparated 
and  taken  from  that,  which  may  be  as  dear 
and  near  to  me  as  other  Men,  and  be  as  one 
cart  out  from  the  Enjoyment  of  Wife,  Child¬ 
ren,  or  other  Benefits  and  Comforts  in  this 
Life,  as  the  OfF-fcouring  and  Forfaken,  liable 
to  what  may  happen,  good  Report  or  evil 
Report,  received  or  rejedted,  Plenty  or  Want, 
Liberty  or  Bonds,  Safety  or  Perils  by  Sea  and 
Land,  Life  or  Death,  to  take  my  Lot,  as  it 
may  fall  by  Night  or  Day,  in  Houfe  or  Wild- 
ernefs,  among  Friends  or  Enemies,  as  it  may 
fall  with  me,  I  mu  ft  be  content,  for  the 
'Ugh  Gofpel’s  Sake,  a  Difpenfation  of  it  being  given 
I|,n"'to  me,  and  a  Necefiity  laid  upon  me  to  preach 
it ;  for  which  Sake  my  Life  is  not  dear  to  me, 
to  that  1  may  finifh  the  Work  committed  to 
my  Truft  (with  Joy)  and  in  the  End  ftand  in 
my  Lot  among  the  Juftified. 


‘lions 
ioks 
oy 
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Now  my  Ftiends,  the  Confideration  of  what 
you  enjoy,  will  it  not  provoke  you  to  Love 
and  good  Works,  to  be  diligent  in  the  Lord’s 
Bufinefs,  and  prefer  it  before  all  your  own  !  for 
you  are  Partakers  with  me  of  the  fame  Riches 
of  God’s  Love,  which  is  to  conftrain  us  all  to 
Mer- love  him.  So  confider  the  Benefits  that  you 
of  enjoy,  and  let  them  be  as  Obligations  upon 
e  us  you,  to  ferve  the  Lord  and  his  Truth  in  Faith- 
:jve  fulnefs  in  your  Places,  and  one  another  with 
fervent  and  unfeigned  Love,  and  not  flight 
Matters  where  Truth  is  concerned  ;  but  keep 
in  all  T  kings  fweet  and  clean,  appertaining  to 

your 
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your  pure  RELIGION,  which  in  itfelf  1675* 
is  unipotted.  For  you  know  that  Truth  is 
pure,  innocent  and  peaceable,  and  Hohnefs  Pfal.  93. 
becomes  the  Hon/e  of  God ,  who  loves  Holinefs,  [• 
but  hates  Uncleannefs,  and  will  not  dwell  with  e  *  * 
the  Unclean.  So  dwell  in  the  Love  of  God,  Heex- 
and  in  the  Peace  of  our  Prince  of  Peace,  and  llorts  to 
be  at  Peace  one  with  another,  that  the  Love  Peace/0* 
of  God  in  Chrift  may  dwell  in  you,  and 
abound  among  you.  -  . 


J 


By  this  all  dear  Friends  in  that  Part  may 
know,  that  I  am  very  well  and  have  had  good 
Service  for  the  Lord  in  this  Illand,  and  the 
Lord  is  with  his  Teftimony,  and  bleffeth  and 
profpers  his  Work  ;  many  are  convinced,  and 
Meetings  fo  full  that  the  Meeting-Houfes  can¬ 
not  contain  the  People  :  Many  of  the  Blacks  Blacks 
are  convinced,  and  feveral  of  them  con  Ids  to  convinced 
Truth,  and  Things  here  are  peaceable,  and  in 
as  good  Order  as  can  well  be  expected  at 
prefent.  James  Fletcher  and  Companion  came  James 
here  about  a  Month  after  me,  and  this  Day  F,etcher 
took  Shipping  for  the  Leeward- Ifland s,  and 
intend  to  go  to  Bermudas,  and  fo  to  New- 
England.  I  am  ready  to  leave  this  Ifland  the 
firft  Opportunity  for  Rhode- Ifland  or  New- 
lork,  which  I  expedl  may  be  about  two  Weeks 
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Country  is  much  diftrefted  by  the  Indian  Wars  ; 
they  had  a  (harp  Fight  this  Winter,  in  which, 
they  fay,  the  Englifo  were  beaten,  and  loft 
above  three  hundred  Men,  fix  or  feven  Cap¬ 
tains  Gain-,  and  many  Officers.  They  of  Bofion 
have  fent  out  frefh  Men,  and  it  is  fuppofed 
have  fought  again  by  this  Time  ;  great  Fears 
furprize  the  People,  and  their  Hearts  fail 
them,  that  they  want  Courage  when  they 
fiiould  look  their  Enemies  in  the  Face:  The 
Guilt  of  the  Blood  of  the  Innocent  fired  by 
them  lies  on  them,  and  the  Lord  hath  given 
them  Blood  to  drink.  It  is  faid,  that  feveral 
of  their  Priefts  in  Bofion  Colony  had  a  Meeting 
to  enquire  of  the  Lord,  What  the  Reafon  is 
that  he  is  departed  from  them,  and  goes  not 
forth  with  their  Armies ;  and  their  Return  is 
for  many  Caufes,  but  this  the  chief,  viz. 
Suffering  the  Quakers’  Meetings  among  them. 

Thus  Peifecution  makes  Men  blind,  that  thev 

■  ^ 

run  headlong  to  their  own  Deftrudlion  ;  but 
many  of  the  People  are  diffatisfied,  and  believe 
it  is  ‘The  Killing  and  Per  [editing  of  the  Quakers, 
that  is  the  Caufe  of  their  Difirefs  ;  and  they  are 
diffracted  and  confufed  among  themfelves, 
with  Fears  on  every  Side,  and  great  Jealoufies, 
that  all  the  Indians  in  thofe  Parts  of  America , 
will  be  in  Arms  this  next  Summer. 


So  it  is  like  to  be  troublefome  and  perilous 
Travelling,  but  the  Lord  can  preferve  and 
deliver  out  of  all,  into  whofe  Will  I  am  given 

up 
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up,  whether  it  be  to  fuffer  for  his  Name,  or 
to  live  or  die  for  his  Truth,  his  Will  be  done  ; 
and  I  hope  my  Life  will  not  be  dear  to  me  to 
part  with  if  he  fee  it  good,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
but  he  will  give  me  Strength,  in  the  inward 
Man,  to  bear  what  the  outward  Man  may 
fuffer  for  his  glorious  Gofpel.  And  thefe 
Tidings  do  not  affright  or  amaze  me,  for  the 
Glory  of  the  Recompence  of  Reward  to  the 
Faithful  is  before  me,  and  doth  out-ballance 
all  Fears.  Your  Prayers  to  the  Lord  on  my 
Behalf,  may  help  me  in  my  various  Trials  and 
Exercifes,  who  defire  to  be  in  your  daily 
Remembrance,  even  as  you  are  in  mine, 
never  to  be  forgotten,  for  my  Spirit  is  with 
you,  and  the  Overflowing  of  the  Love  of 
Chrifl:  in  my  Heart  dearly  falutes  you  all,  and 
as  we  live  in  this,  we  fhall  never  die,  but  fhall 
meet  again,  if  not  in  this  Life,  yet  in  the 
Life  to  come. 


W.  E  is 
/efigned 
totlieW  ill 
of  God, 
and  ftrong 
m 


Defireth 

Friends’ 

*  rayers 
for  him. 


Finally,  dear  Friends,  I  cannot  but  put  you 
all  in  mind,  to  walk  as  Freemen  in  the  Truth, 
and  in  the  Liberty  of  the  Gofpel,  and  be  not 
too  careful,  or  too  bufy,  or  incumbered  with 
the  Things  of  this  Life  ;  but  that  you  may  be 
ready  for  Sufferings,  which  may  attend  that 
Nation  before  many  be  aware,  that  we  may 
all  be  ready,  as  Chrift’s  Freemen,  to  drink  Advifeth 
that  Cup  which  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  put  into  ^  F 
our  Hands,  for  the  Trial  of  our  Faith,  which  Chuffs 
is  moie  precious  than  Gold.  Sa  my  dear  and  Freemcu‘ 

Uu  z  true 
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1675.  true  Love  is  with  you  all,  in  the  Power  of  an 

endlefs  Life,  wherein  I  am 

*  / 

Your  Friend  and  Brother, 

# 

William  Edmundsqn. 


Charles-Town  in  Nevis,  the  tenth 
of  the  fecond  Month  1684. 

My  dear  Wife , 

HIS  is  to  let  thee  know  (in  part)  of 
my  Fare  in  this  my  Travel,  I  landed  in 
Barbadoes  Barbadoes  in  eight  Weeks  and  four  Days  after 
I  left  Ireland,  and  abode  there  about  fix  Weeks, 
where  I  had  much  Service  for  the  Lord,  which 
was  well  accepted  with  Friends :  And  failing 
from  thence  to  Antigua ,  we  were  in  Danger  of 
Ship-wreck,  our  Ship  having  twice  ftruck  on 
Rocks,  and  afterwards  run  upon  a  Shoal,  our 
Mailer  and ,  Company  not  being  acquainted 
with  that  Coaft  ;  yet  through  the  Lord’s 
Mercy  and  Help  we  got  fafe  off,  and  landed 
well.  I  was  very  fickly  and  weak  in  Bodv, 
whilft  I  was  in  that  Ifiand,  and  my  Spirit 
oppreffed  with  wrong  Things  there,  fo  that  I 
was  bowed  down  in  Body  and  Mind,  yet  I 
kept  Meetings.  And  after  nine  Days  Abode 
there  failed  to  this  Ifiand,  and  have  had  feveral 
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Meetings,  and  feveral  People  of  Account  refort  1684, 
to  Meetings  here,  and  are  very  tender  and  '-''V"-' 
loving.  I  am  now  very  well,  blefled  be  the 
Lord,  and  intend,  if  the  Lord  will,  when 
clear  in  this  Ifland,  to  fail  to  Antigua ,  and  fo 

as  Opportunity  prefents  to  Barbadoes ,  and  Barbate 
when  clear  there,  I  know  Nothing  at  prefent 
but  may  return  to  thee  in  Ireland \  if  the  Lord 
permit,  which  I  know  will  be  welcome  News 
to  thee.  I  wrote  to  thee  from  Barbadoes ,  foon 
ah^i  I  ianded  there,  and  lent  it  by  a  Eriend,  a 
IVIafler  ot  a  Ship,  by  the  Way  of  London,  which 
I  hope  came  fafe  to  thy  Hand,  but  this  I  fend 
by  one  of  Liverpool  .  My  tender  and  true  Love 
is  to  all  Fiiends,  as  if  I  named  them,  and  to 
our  Children,  and  my  Prayers  to  the  Lord  are 
for  them  Day  and  Night,  and  for  you  all,  That 

you  may  be  preferved ,  and  walk  blamelefs  in  the 
Lord  s  Truth,  to  his  Honour  and  our  mutual 
Comfort.  So  my  Dear,  my  true  and  faithful 
Love  is  with  thee,  and  I  defire  thee,  be  tender 
of  God  s  Honour  and  Truth’s  Fame  :  So  reff 

. ) 

1  hy  faithful  Hufband, 
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Antigua,  the  third  of  the  third  Month  1684. 


PIE  true  and  tender  Love,  which  in  Duty 
I  owe  unto  thee,  is  an  Engagement  upon 
me  to  write  to  thee  by  every  Opportunity  that 
prefents,  that  thou  mayft  partly  know  of  my 
Fare  in  my  Travels  through  many  and  deep 
Exercifes.  I  have  been  at  Nevis  and  Mount Jer~ 
rat ,  and  now  returned  to  this  I fland,  and  am 
very  well,  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  gives  me 
Strength  and  Ability  to  perform  his  Service 
committed  to  my  Charge,  even  beyond  Expect¬ 
ation.  1  purpofe  in  the  Will  of  God  to  take 
Barbadoes  the  firft  Opportunity  for  Barbadoes ,  and  when 
clear  there,  I  find  Nothing  at  prefent  but  I  may 
return  for  Ireland,  but  muft  abide  in  the  Will 
of  God,  which  I  ftill  hope  thou  wilt  fubmit  un¬ 
to,  whether  in  returning  or  travelling  further, 
Life  or  Death.  My  true  Defires  and  Prayers  to 
the  Lord  Night  and  Day  is  for  thee  and  thine, 
That  ye  may  be  preferved  blamelefs  in  his  bleffed 
Truth,  to  God's  Honour  and  our  mutual  Comfort. 

'  I  (hall  not  enlarge  now,  having  given  thee  an 
Account  in  two  before  this,  one  foon  after  my 
Landing  in  Barbadoes ,  fent  by  a  Friend  by  the 
Way  of  London ,  which  I  hope  is  come  to  thy 
Hand  before  now  ;  and  another  I  wrote  from 
Nevis  by  a  Liverpool  Man,  who  promifed  to 

fend 
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fend  it  fafe,  as  dire&ed.  I  received  not  one 
Line  from  thee  fince  I  parted  from  thee,  nor 
from  any  in  Ireland ,  fave  Richard  Pearce , 
though  many  Ships  have  been  from  Ireland  to 
thefe  Parts,  and  I  much  defired  to  hear  of  thy 
Welfare  every  Way,  and  of  the  Welfare  of  our 
Family  and  Friends,  for  my  tender  and  true 
Love  is  with  thee  and  our  Children. 

Thy  faithful  and  loving  Hufband, 

Will  i am  Edmundson. 


Barbadoes,  the  fourth  Day  of 
the  fourth  Month  1684. 

Dear  Wife, 

MY  dear,  tender  and  true  Love  is  to  thee, 
which,  tbou  mayft  allure  thyfelf,  is 
true  and  faithful  in  all  Places,  and  neither 
Time  nor  Diftance,  Prolperity  nor  Affliction 
can  wear  out  ;  for  my  Heart  is  with  thee  in 
fincere  Love  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  my  Defires 
to  the  Lord  Day  and  Night  are  for  thee,  That 
thou  mayft  be  preferved  blamelefs  in  his  bleft'ed 
Truth,  which  in  meafure  thou  hnowelt,  the 
Encreafe  whereof  I  much  defire  to  find,  which 
at  my  Return  would  be  great  joy  and  Comfort 
to  me.  My  Dear,  1  hope  thou  doll,  and  wilt 
endeavour  thyfelf  with  all  godly  Endeavours, 

to 


335 

1684. 


Richard 

Pearce. 


;'v-  rtf 


The  EPISTLES,  &c.  of 

to  live  and  walk  in  the  Courfe  of  thy  Conver- 
fation,  blamelefs  in  the  Sight  of  God  and  Men, 
as  becomes  the  blefled  Truth  and  Gofpel  of 
the  dear  Son  of  God,  which  we  profefs,  and 
for  which  in  meafure  I  am  fet  in  Defence, 
through  good  Report  and  evil  Report :  There¬ 
fore  fulfil  my  Defire,  and  it  will  greatly  add 
to  my  Comfort,  and  increafe  my  Joy  in  the 
Lord  Jefus,  which  is  defired  above  and  before 
all  other  vifible  Things,  by  me  thy  faithful  and 
careful  Hufband.  I  have  given  thee  an  Account 
of  my  Fare  in  three  feveral  Letters  before  this, 
and  now  by  this  thou  mayfl:  know,  I  have 
been  fome  confiderable  Time  at  the  Leeward- 
IJlands ,  viz.  Antigua ,  Nevis  and  Mountferrat, 
and  being  clear  there,  am  now  returned  to  this 
Ifland,  and  my  Coming  to  thefe  Parts  was  in  a 
needful  and  acceptable  Time,  and  not  in  vain, 
as  many  can  and  do  bear  Witnefs ;  the  Lord’s 
Goodnefs  is  along  with  me  in  his  blefled  Ser¬ 
vice,  for  which  not  only  I,  but  many  others 
blefs  and  praife  the  Lord,  whofe  Care  is  over 
his  People.  I  find  the  longer  I  Ray,  the  more 
is  the  Service,  and  truly  the  Lord  hath  and 
doth  give  me  Ability  of  Body  beyond  Ex¬ 
pectation.  Everlafting  Praife  to  his  Name 
for  ever. 

I  received  no  Letter  from  thee  fince  I  left 
thee,  I  would  gladly  have  come  over  in  this 
Ship  that  goes  to  Liverpool,  which  would  have 
been  a  convenient  Paflage  for  me  ;  but  I  find 
the  Service  of  this  Ifland  is  upon  me,  and 

cannot 
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cannot  be  clear  of  it  as  yet.  I  know  Nothing  1684. 
at  prefent,  but  when  I  am  clear  here  1  may 
return  to  Ireland ,  but  mud  fubmit  to  the  Will 
of  God,  which  I  hope  thou  canlf  fubmit  unto, 
in  giving  me  up,  as  hitherto  thou  haft  done, 
whether  in  travelling  further  or  returning. 

My  tender  fatherly  Love  is  to  our  Children, 
with  continual  Care  and  ferveat  Defires  for 
their  Prejervation  out  of  the  Evil  of  the  World, 

Snares  of  the  Devil  and  Lufls  of  the  Fief, 

•Which  drown  ungodly  Men  in  Perdition,  which 
if  they  turn  alide  into,  will  wound  my  Heart, 

Mind  and  Spirit,  and  heap  Leads  of  Sorrow, 

Gtief  and  Affliction  upon  my  Head  :  But  if 
they  fear  God,  and  love  Truth  with  all  their 
Hearts,  and  the  Bent  of  their  Inclinations  be 
to  Virtue,  Juftice  and  Righteoufnefs,  as  good 
Examples,  which  become  Children  of  a  careful 
and  religious  Father,  then  they  will  make  glad 
my  Heart,  Mind  and  Spirit,  more  than  the 
Encreafe  of  all  the  Riches  of  the  World.  And 
this  is  according  to  the  Truth  of  my  Heart, 
the  Lord  knows,  that  fearcheth  all  Hearts. 

My  dear  Love  is  to  all  Friends,  as  if  I  named 
them,  defiring  they  may  be  preferved  blamelefs 
in  the  blefled  Tiuth  ;  which,  through  the 
Mercies  and  Love  of  God,  they  have  received 
and  believed  in  ;  and  that  the  Propagation  of 
it  may  be  preferred  before  all  imtheir  Minds,: 

Hearts,  and  Affections,  is  the  real  Defire  and 
Breathing  to  God  on  their  Behalf,  of  me  their  ■ 
ancient  and  true  Friend,  who  cannot  forget: 
them  when  before  the  Lord.  My  Dear,  once 

X  x  more 
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1684*  niore  my  Love  is  mentioned  to  thee,  and  I 
'-''‘V"''  hope  yet,  in  the  Lord’s  Time,  to  fee  thee 
again  to  our  Comfort,  and  remain. 

Thy  true  and  faithful  Hufband, 

\ 

William  Edmundson* 


Bartadoes,  the  tivelflh  Day  cf 
the  fifth  Month  1684. 

I 

Bear  Wife , 

IN  my  lafl  to  thee,  I  gave  thee  fome  En¬ 
couragement  to  expebt  my  Return  to  thee 
horn  this  Ifland  ;  but  finding  a  Concern  to 
Jamaica,  go  to  Jamaica ,  I  cannot  be  clear  to  return 
in  Peace  without  performing  it,  and  I  hope 
thou  art  made  willing  to  give  me  up  to  the 
Will  of  God,  what  ever  it  be,  in  Life  or 
Death  ;  yet  I  think  it  fit,  and  true  Love  leads 
me  thereunto,  to  give  thee  an  Account  of 
Paflages,  and  how  I  ipend  my  Time.  I  wrote 
to  thee  and  to  Anthony  Sharp  foon  after  I 
landed  here,  I  fent  it  by  a  Friend,  Matter  of  a 
Ship,  by  the  Way  of  London ,  I  abode  after  in 
this  Ifiand  about  five  Weeks,  then  failed  to 
'  the  Leeward- IJlands,  viz.  Antigua,  Nevis  and 
Mount (errat ,  and  laboured  in  Truth’s  Service 
about  ten  Weeks,  and  returned  to  this  Ifland, 
having  had  good  Service  for  the  Lord  and  his 

People 
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People  all  this  Time,  and  well  accepted  of,  1684. 
which  I  hope  will  not  prove  fruitlels  ;  the 
Lord’s  blefled  Prefence  and  Power  are  with  me, 
to  mine  and  many  others  great  Satisfaction  and 
Refrefhment.  Everlafting  Praifes  to  his  Name 
for  ever. 

Through  the  tender  Mercies  and  endlefs 
Love  of  God,  I  am  able  in  Body  to  labour 
beyond  Expectation,  the  Lord  is  worthy  to  be 
ferved  with  the  Abilities  he  gives.  I  do  purpofe 
in  the  Will  of  God  for  J  amaica ,  the  fir  ft  Op¬ 
portunity  of  a  Paffage.  And  now,  dear  Wife, 

I  earneftly  beg  and  defire  above  all  earthly 
Things,  That  thou  and  our  Children  may  be 
preferved  from  the  Corruptions  and  Evils  of  the 
World ,  in  a  blamele/s  Conversation,  as  becomes 
the  Truth,  which  you  know  in  part:  And  as 
your  whole  Inclinations,  fervent  Defires,  ardent 
Affection  and  Reverence  are  to  Virtue,  and  an 
Abhorrence  of  every  Vice,  no  doubt  the  Lord 
will  encreafe  your  Knowledge  and  Faith  in  his 
Son,  and  multiply  his  Grace  and  Truth  in  you, 
and  put  of  his  good  Spirit  upon  you,  by  which 
you  will  be  made  a  good  Savour  in  your  Places 
both  to  God  and  Men,  and  cut  off  Occafion 
f; om  fuch  as  watch  with  an  evil  Eye  for  your 
Plaiting,  to  make  it  a  Cloak  for  their  unjuftifi- 
able  Doings,  and  to  reproach  me  upon  Occa¬ 
sion.  Now  my  earned;  Defires  and  Prayers  to 
Gcd,  through  the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  are  Day 
and  Night  for  your  P  r  efervation  from  all  the 
Evils  of  the  IV or  id,  and  Corruptions  of  the 

X  x  2  iiefh 
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684,  Fie with  the  Lufts  thereof  ;  and  that  you  ?nay 
be  enriched  wi^o  the  Encrea/e  of  God ,  through 
the  blefjed  Spirit  of  his  Son ,  to  bis  Honour  and 
your  Comfort  both  here  and  hereafter  ;  which 
will  be  more  Joy  and  Gladneis  to  me,  than 
the  Encreafe  of  all  the  Riches  in  the  World, 
So  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  preferve  you  blamelefs,  and  caufe  his 
Face  to  fhine  upon  you,  that  in  his  Light  you 
may  fhine  to  his  Glory  and  Honour,  to  whom 
all  is  due  for  ever,  Amen.  My  dear  and  true 
J-ove  is  with  thee,  and  to  our  Children,  and 
fo  all  dear  Friends,  as  if  I  named  them. 


William  Edmundson. 


For 
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venly  Gift  of  Christ  }  e  s  u  s , 
from  the  Apoftles  to  the  hinder - 
mo  ft  of  the  Flock  of  Chris  t, 
that  they  neglect  not  the  Service 
of  their  Day3  according  to  'Pro¬ 
portion  of  Abilities  and  Gifts 9 
and  more  efpe dally  thofe  gifted 
for  Doctrine  and  Government . 


GHRIST  JESUS,  (he  promifed  Seed 
that  bruifes  the  Serpent’s  Head,  of  whom 
tne  Law  and  Prophets  gave  Teftimony,  ac¬ 
cording  10  the  Promife  oi  the  Father,  came  in 
due  Time,  in  that  prepared  Body,  to  do  the 
Wili  of  God  for  Man’s  Redemption,  which 
v/hen  he  had  finifhed,  and  tafted  Death  for 


us,  he  fife  ended  up  on  High ,  and 


gave 


’  J  f  6  muu  gu  Uc 

to  Nien^  snd  peculiar  Oifts  to  Believers  ;  to 
fome  Jpojlles,  to  feme  Prophets ,  and  to  tome 


1  Cor.  12^ 
6  to  1  2, 


Evangelijfs ,  Paftors  and  Teachers,  Difcerners 
of  Spirits,  _  Help-meets  in  Goverment,  and 
feverai  other  Gifts  gave  he  to  his  gathered 
Flock  that  believed  in  him,  for  the  edifying 

•or*/-!  _  '  1  . 


and  building  them  up  in  the  precious  Faith, 


which 
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1 6f)4-  which  he  is  the  Author  of,  that  they  may 
~~  come  to  the  perfedt  Knowledge  of  God  and 
Chrift,  in  the  Meafure  and  Stature  of  the  Ful- 
nefs  in  him,  and  be  eftabliflied  in  him  the 
Head  and  Foundation,  and  grow  up  in  him  in 
all  Virtue  and  Godlinefs,  in  Gofpel  Order. 

Now,  every  one  thus  gifted  by  Chrift  Jefus, 
is  to  wait  on  their  Gift,  and  attend  their  Ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Miniftration  thereof,  according  to 
Rom-  12.  Proportion  of  Grace  and  Faith  given  :  Whether. 
’  “  '  prophefying ,  mini  firing,  teaching ,  or  exhorting, 
all  to  wait  on  their  Service;'  and  he  that 

1  Pet.  4.  raleth  to  be  diligent ,  and  Speakers  to  perform  it 
1C’  “•  asT  the  Oracles  oj  God-,  and  thus  to  adminifier 

one  to  another  as  good  Stewards  of  the  manifold 
Grace  of  God,  and 'keep  in  the  Bounds  and 
Line  of  their  own  Meafuie  and  Gift  of  Chrift, 
not  going  beyond  it  into  another  Man’s  Line, 
and  be  found  in  Faith  and  Dodlrine,  and  not 

2  Tim.  2.  to  be  intangled  or  cumbered  with  the  Affairs 
of  this  Life,  nor  choaked  or  furfeited  with  the 
Riches  of  this  World,  or  laden,  as  with  thick 
Clay,  to  hinder  their  following  of  Chrift  the 
Captain,  that  hath  called  and  gifted  for  his 
Work  and  Service  in  his  Vineyard,  to  labour  in 
the  Gofpel,  and  leave  all  for  it,  that  it  .might 
be  performed  and  finished  according  to  the 
Will  of  God,  under  the  daily  Crofs  and  Self- 
denial  ;  and  not  to  be  at  eafe  in  the  Flefh, 
World  or  Will,  or  own  Time  and  Place  in 
Trading,  Dealing,  and  getting  Riches  ;  but 
diligently  attend  their  Service  and  Gift,  and 

keep 


4* 

Luke  2r» 


Chap.  14. 
&c. 


keep  the  Body  in  Subjection,  lejl  preaching  to  i 
others ,  they  become  Caft-aways-,  and  to  take  heed  ^ 
to  themfehes,  and  to  the  Flock  of  Chrifl ,  of1  C 
•which  the  Holy  Ghojl  made  them  Over  jeers ;  and  Ad 
be  Examples  before  them,  and  feed  them  in  z8, 
due  Seafon. 

And  thus  Chrifl;  Jefus,  when  he  had  amend¬ 
ed  into  Glory,  eftablifhed  his  Church  in  Go¬ 
vernment,  as  well  in  Difcipihne,  as  Faith  and 
Dodtrine,  and  committed  the  Care  and  Truft 
to  gifted  Men  for  every  Service,  to  keep  the 
whole  Body  or  Church  in  Order,  according  to 
the  Rule  and  holy  Rights  of  the  new  Cove¬ 
nant  j  and  they  met  together,  the  Apohles, 
Elders  and  Brethren,  as  well  in  Relation  to 
Matters  of  Church  Government,  as  the  Worfhip 
of  God,  and  difcourfed  of  Matters  committed 
to  their  Charge  and  Trud,  as  Stewards  and 
Overfeers  of  Chrift’s  Vineyard,  Hufbandry 
and  Heritage. 

Thofe  Preachers  that  went  from  Jerufalem 
to  Antioch,  and  would  mix  the  Law  of  the 
hrft  Covenant  with  the  Dodfrine  of  ChrifPs 
Kingdom  were  reprehended,  and  the  Churches 
advded  of  their  Error ;  many  others  alfo  under 
thofe  Rations  of  Apoftles,  Prophets  and  Preach¬ 
ers,  that  kept  not  to  the  Gift  of  Chrift,  but 
went  beyond  their  Line  and  Rule  into  Confu-  «  Co 
uon  and  Diforder,  which  tended  to  Deftru&ioa  11‘ 
and  not  to  Edification,  were  admonifhed  and 
reproved.  And,  diforderly,  unruly  Women 

were 


/ 
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1694:  were  not  permitted  to  teach  or  preach  in  the 
Church.  And  thole  qualified  Men,  through 
the  Gift  of  Chrift,  who  had  the  Concern  of 
Church-Affairs,  with  the  Afiiftance  and  Ap¬ 
probation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  wrote  divers 
Epiftles  and  Decrees  to  the  Churches,  and 
Titus  1.  appointed  Elders,  as  Overfeers,  in  every  Meet- 
5,  £vc.  jng  .  faithful  Men  to  whom  was  committed 
to  lee  thofe  Decrees  truly  and  duly  performed, 
that  the  Church  of  Chrift  might  fhine  in  the 
comely  Order  and  Difcipline,  as  Lights  in  the 
Phil  205.  World ,  to  the  Glory  of  God. 

So  the  Churches  were  eftablifbed,  and  thole 
that  ruled  well  were  worthy  of  double  Honour, 
and  fuch,  who  kept  to  the  heavenly  Gift, 

2  Cor.  11.  djfcovered  falfe  Teachers,  falfe  Apoftles,  falfe 
1 ’iolm  5.  Brethren  and  Antichrifts,  that  were 'among 
7-  Eelievers  ;  as  Wells  without  Water ,  Clouds 

juu.  4  to  %vif’Dout  T{a:n>  fruit lefs  'Trees  that  cumbered  the 

Ground ,  and  wandering  Stars ,  for  whom  the 
Bla chiefs  of  Darknefs  was  referved  for  ever  ; 
and  fuch  as  loved  their  Bellies  and  Pleafures 
more  than  God  ;  yet  would  be  talking  and 
i  Tim.  1.  preaching,  not  knowing  whereof  they  affirmed, 
being  gone  from  the  Rule  and  Line  of  the 
heavenly  Gift  of  Chrift.  So  the  Lord’s  Care 
was  over  his  gathered  Flock,  for  their  Pre- 
fervation  in  Faith  and  Fellowlhip  with  himfelf, 
Cor  i;.and  one  with  another,  as  Members  of  one 
iZ  "  Body,  taking  due  Care  one  of  another  for  their 
Prefervation  from  all  Uncleannels,  Diforder, 
Snares  and  Entanglements  that  are  in  the  World } 

and 


William  Edmunason. 

and  that  all  fhould  be  kept  in  the  holy,  comely  1694. 
Order  and  Dilcipline  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift 
Jelu$ :  Hujbands  to  love  their  Wives ,  and  Wives Eph.  $. 
to  love  and  reverence  their  Hujbands  ;  Children  |3'  and 
to  honour  their  Parents ,  and  Servants  their  Titus'  L’ 
Majlers ;  and  W tdows  to  be  chajle ;  alfo  young  4-  J 
Men  and  Maids  to  be  fober-minded ,  and  not  to  iJi°r' 
marry  with  Unbelievers ;  and  all  to  labour ,  for  2  Thef.  3. 
he  that  will  not  work,  mu  ft  not  eat ;  and  rich  !°'r  6 

Men  to  be  rich  in  good  Works.  17,  'is". 


Thus  the  Church  of  Chrift,  both  Male  and 
Female  were  eftablifbed  in  their  heavenly  Or¬ 
der  and  Degrees  ;  wherein  all  were  to  keep 
their  Ranks  in  Difcipline  and  Miniftration, 
eftabiifhed  by  Chrift  in  his  Church,  under  the 
new  Covenant ;  and  to  prefer  his  public  Service 
•before  private  Intereft. 

Now  the  Church  that  Chrift  efpoofed  to 
himfeif,  was  adorned  with  her  Jewels,  and  Rev.  n. 
beautiful  through  his  Comelinefs  ;  but  when  1.46,  SzC, 
the  Apoftacy  and  Falling-away  came  in,  fpoken  ‘™td0 
Oi  by  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  as  Seers  of  the 
X  imes,  tnat  the  Generality  of  Chriflians  went 
from  the  heavenly  Gift,  faving  a  fmall  Rem¬ 
nant  that  kept  to  the  Gift  of  the  holy  Spirit^ 
who  were  forced  to  lie  obfeure  under  the  Arm 
of  God’s  Providence,  fighing  and  mourning 
becaufe  of  Confufion,  Diiorder,  and  the  Abo¬ 
minations  which  came  into  the  Churches, 

Chrift  the  Man-Child  departed  from  them, 
and  the  Witneffes  were  flain,  yet  unburied  • 

V  y  then 
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1694.  then  the  whole  Building  went  to  Rack  and 
V'VNfcJ  Ruin,  Rents  and  Breaches,  and  all  in  Confu- 
lion,  both  in  Dodtrine  and  Government,  every 
one  fought  their  own  Wealth,  Preferment  and 
Eale  in  the  World,  the  Flefh,  and  Will ;  and 
the  Crofs  of  Chrift  was  loft,  Minifters  went  to 
the  Letter,  having  gone  from  the  heavenly 
Gift  of  Chrift’s  holy  Spirit,  and  got  into  ealy 
Places,  every  one  feeking  their  own  Gain  and 
Advantage  of  the  Prefentation  of  the  Times, 
and  cared  for  themfelves,  not  for  the  Flock 
that  Chrift  had  fhed  his  precious  Blood  for ; 
but  Self-Intereft  prevailed,  and  the  public  Spirit 
that  ftands  for  and  feeks  the  public  Good  was 
1  Pet.  7.  the  Churches  were  filled  with  Confufion 
and  Errors,  their  Overfeers  being  blinded  with 
the  World  and  by  the  God  of  it,  the  Faith  of 
Chrift  and  Chriftianity  was  marred,  the  Beauty 
and  Comelinefs  gone,  the  Temple  and  Taber¬ 
nacle  of  God  ruinated,  his  divine  Service  and 
Worfhip  loft,  as  it  was  inftituted  by  Chrift. 

Thus  it  lay  till  the  Time  of  Reformation  and 
Reftoration,  according  to  the  Appointment  of 
the  Father;  which  in  Mercy  is  largely  mani- 
fefted  in  our  Age,  wherein  Chrift  Jefus  is 
V  Thef  2.  returned  in  the  Brightnefs  and  Glory  of  his 
2-  Father,  to  bring  up  the  Church  out  of  the 

Wildernefs ;  and  is  bringing  back  and  gathering 
his  fcattered  Flock  to  the  Faith  once  delivered 
Heb.  12.  to  his  Saints,  which  he  is  Author  of;  and 
a-  canting  his  divine  Light  to  (bine  in  their  Hearts, 

•>.  Cor.  4.  to  give  them  the  Knowledge  of  the  Glory  of 

_  the 
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the  Father,  and  railing  the  Ruin  of  his  Temple  1694. 
and  Tabernacle,  that  he  may  dwell  and  taber- 
nacle  in  us,  and  bring  us  into  Fellowfhip  with 
the  Father  and  himfelf,  and  one  with  another,  1  John  1. 
and  to  worfhip  the  Father  in  Spirit  and  in  5‘ 

Truth,  and  be  Partakers  of  his  holy  Ordinance 
of  Baptifm,  baptizing  by  one  Spirit  into  one  « Cor.  12. 
Body,  of  w  hich  he  is  Head,  and  renewing  the  ‘3* 
heavenly  Gifts  of  his  holy  Spirit,  both  in 
Dodtrine  and  Government,  and  the  everlalting  Rev.  14. 
Golpel  is  preached  again,  and  Order  and  Dil-6,  ‘‘ 
cipline  fettled  in  the  Church,  according  to  his 
former  Inftitution,  for  the  Prefervation  and 
Growth  of  all  his  gathered  Flock,  in  the 
Increafes  of  God. 

And  the  Care  and  Truft  of  the  Flock  of 
Cbrift  is  committed  to  gifted  Men,  whom  the 
holy  Gho/l  hath  made  Overfeers ,  to  take  heed  to  Aft<  20. 
them  (elves ,  and  the  Flock  of  God ,  that  all  in  the  z8* 
Htfufe  of  Chrift,  which  is  his  People,  be  kept 
in  Order,  with  refpedt  to  Things  both  divine 
and  human,  according  to  Gofpel  Rule  and 
Order  ;  and  all  are  to  attend  on  their  Miniftry 
and  Service,  and  fulfil  it  according  to  their 
Ability  and  Gift ;  that  the  Houfe  of  God  may 
be  fettled  on  her  own  Mountain,  which  islfo.  2.  2. 
above  all  Mountains  and  Hills,  and  many  fhall  Mlc’4’  >• 
flow  to  it,  and  fee  the  ancient  Beauty  and 
Comelinefs  which  the  Lord  is  reftoring  to  his 
Church,  in  decking  her  with  her  former  Or¬ 
naments  of  Gofpel  Rights  and  Privileges,  and 
ail  concerned  in  this  great  Work  of  Reftoration, 

Y y  2  who 
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JJXf,  who  have  received  a  Gift  from  Chrid  to  cffici- 
ate  therein,  are  to  attend  their  Office  and 
Service  for  the  public  Good,  and  not  to  chufe 
their  own  Time,  or  Place  of  Eafe  in  the  Flefh 
and  Will,  in  the  Things  of  this  World,  which 
loads  them  as  with  Clay,  and  hinders  their 
Service  for  the  Public,  and  is  no  Example  of 
Self-denial  to  the  Flock  of  Chrift,  but  favours 
of  that  Spirit  of  Apohacy,  which  is  to  be 
t  Cor,  5.  puigea  out,  as  the  old  Leaven,  that  fo  it  may 
1  be  feen,  we  are  in  the  Foot-heps  of  thole  that 
were  given  up  both  in  Strength,  Underhanding, 
Time  and  Subhance,  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in 
the  Service  of  the  Lord  and  his  People. 

William  Edmondson. 


Concerning  Offering  s5  that 
are  offered  to  God ,  in  Prayer 
and  Supplication. 


TH  E  Offerings,  that  are  acceptable  to 
God,  muh  be  offered  in  Righteoulnef? 
PCI.  and  with  clean  Hearts  and  Lips.  For  the 
13.  ~  Lord  is  pure  and  holy,  and  will  be  fan&ihed 

of  all  that  come  near  him,  and  his  Worfhip  is 
-in  Spirit  and  in  Truth  ;  wherefore  Prayer, 
Supplication  and  Addrthcs  to  God,  being  a 
fpecial  Part  of  his  Worfhip,  muh  be  performed 

in 


( 
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in  Spirit  and  Truth,  with  a  right  Underfland-  169  c. 
ing,  feafoned  with  Grace,  and  with  the  Word 
of  God,  even  as  the  Sacrifices  under  the  old 
Covenant  were  to  be  brought  and  offered  in 
clean  Veffels,  feafoned  with  Salt  and  with  Levit.  2. 
Fire:  So  all,  now  under  the  new  Covenant,  k 
who  approach  fb  nigh  to  God,  as  to  offer  an  49,  50?* 
Offering  in  Prayer,  muft  have  their  Hearts 
fprinkled  from  an  evil  Confidence,  and  their  Heb  I0* 
Bodies  wafhed  in  clean  Water,  and  fandtified  22' 
with  the  Word  of  God,  and  their  Senfes 
feafoned  with  his  Grace  and  Spirit  in  divine 
Underfianding,  and  mud  offer  that  which  is 
found  and  pertinent,  which  the  Spirit  makes 
known  to  be  needful,  whole  Interceffion  is 
acceptable,  as  a  fweet  fmelling  Sacrifice  in  the  Rom.  g. 
Noftrils  of  God,  and  a  Savour  of  Life  unto26,  2> 
Life,  and  of  Death  unto  Death,  though  in 
Sighs,  Groans,  or  few  Words,  being  found, 
pithy  and  fervent.  For  the  Lord  knows  the 
Mind  of  the  Spirit,  that  makes  Interceffion  to 
him,  who  hears  and  gracioufly  anfvvers. 

And  now  all  are  to  be  careful,  both  what 
and  how  they  offer  to  God,  who  will  be 
fanbhfied  of  all  that  come  near  him,  and  is  a  Deut.  4. 
confuming  Fire,  who  confirmed  Nadab  and 
Abibu,  that  offered  ftrange  Fire,  though  they  *9  '  *2' 
were  of  the  high  Priefl’s  Line.  And  there  Levit.  io> 
may  be  now  Offerings  in  Prayer  and  Suppiica- If  2’ 
tion,  in  long  Repetitions  of  many  Words,  in 
the  Openings  of  fome  divine  Illuminations, 
with  a  Mixture  of  Heat  and  Paffion  of  the 

Mind, 
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3 69 5*  Mind,  and  Zeal  beyond  Knowledge,  and  in 
^his  Heat,  Paffion  and  forward  Zeal,  run  on 
Long  Re-  into  many  needlefs  Words,  and  long  Repeti- 

li^Prayer  t*ons>  an^  fbmetimes  out  of  Supplication  into 
to  be  Declaration,  as  though  the  Lord  wanted  In- 
a voided,  formation  ;  luch  want  the  divine  Underffand- 
iCor.  14.  jng^  ancj  g0  from  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of 
I  Sam.  1 2.  the  spirit,  and  Will  of  God,  like  that  forced 
Offering  of  King  Saul ,  which  Samuel  called 
Ifa.  50.  foolifh,.  and  the  ftrange  Fire  and  forced  Offer- 
lu  ing,  offer  what  comes  to  hand,  and  lavifli  all 
cot,  as  if  there  were  no  Treafury  to  hold  the 
Lord’s  Treafures,  that  may  open  and  prefent  to 
View  at  Times,  for  their  own  Benefit ;  fo  fuch 
in  the  End,  coming  to  Poverty  and  Want,  fit 
down  in  the  dry  and  barren  Ground  :  Where- 
Mat.  12.  fore  all  are  to  know  their  Treafury,  and  treafure 
3^'  up  the  Lord’s  Openings,  and  try  the  Spirit  by 
which  they  offer,  that  they  may  know  the 
Rev.  Ill  Lord’s  tried  Gold,  and  not  mix  it  with  Drofs 
1  *  or  Tin  ;  and  know  his  Stamp,  heavenly  Image 
and  Superlcription,  and  not  counterfeit,  wafte, 
or  lavifh  it  our,  but  mind  the  Lord’s  Ditedtions, 
who  will  call  all  to  an  Account,  and  give  to 
Ch.  1.  2-.  every  one  according  to  their  Deeds,  and  all  the 
Churches  ihall  know,  that  he  fearches  the 
Heart  and  tries  the  Reins. 

As  under  the  old  Covenant,  there  was  the 
I  evi't.  6.  Loro’s  Fire,  that  was  to  burn  continually  on 
!4'  the  Altar,  and  received  the  acceptable  Offer¬ 
ings  :  So  there  was  ffrange  Fire,  which  was 
reje&edj  and  the  Offering  that  was  offered 

therein. 
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therein.  And  now  in  the  new  Covenant  there 
is  a  true  Fervency,  Heat  and  Zeal,  according 
to  the  true  Knowledge  of  God  in  the  Spirit 
and  Word  of  Life,  that  dies  not  out,  in  which 
God  receives  the  acceptable  Offerings :  So  there 
is  alfo  a  wrong  Heat  of  Spirit,  and  Zeal  with¬ 
out  true  Knowledge,  that  with  Violence, 
through  the  Paffion  of  the  Mind,  and  For- 
wardnefs  of  Defire,  runs  into  a  Multitude  of 
needlefs  Words  and  long  Repetitions,  thinking 
to  be  heard  for  much  Speaking,  but  is  rejeded, 
and  is  a  Grief,  Burthen  and  Trouble  to  fenfible 
weighty  Friends,  who  fit  in  a  divine  Senfe  of 
the  Teachings  and  Movings  of  the  Lord’s 
good  Spirit,  in  which  they  have  Salt  to  favour 
withal,  though  the  affedionate  Part  in  fome, 
who  are  not  fo  fettled  in  that  divine  Senfe, 
as  to  difiinguiih  between  Spirit  and  Soirit, 
is  raifed  with  the  Flafhes  of  this  wrong  Heat 
and  long  Repetitions,  which  augment  the 
Trouble  of  the  Faithful  and  Senfible,  who 
are  concerned  for  the  Good  and  Prefervation 
pf  all. 


The  Lord’s 
Fire  is  not 
to  go  out* 


Our  Pray¬ 
ers  not 
heard  for 
much 
Speaking, 


A  blind 
forward 
Zeal  is  a 
Trouble 
to  the 

Faithful* 


We  read  that  the  Priefts  of  Baal  in  their  i 
Offerings,  were  earned:,  hot  and  fierce,  and  <8 
cut  themfelves,  making  long  Repetitions  from  28 
Morning  until  Evening,  fo  kept  the  People 
in  Expedation  to  (mail  Purpofe  ;  but  Elijah 
having  repaired  the  Lord’s  Altar,  and  prepared 
his  Offering,  in  a  few  fenfible  Words  (pertinent 
to  the  Matter  and  Service  of  the  Day  and  Time) 
prayed  thus,  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God  : 

Lord 


gs 
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1695,  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  of  rfrael, 

j'iSQ-' let  be  known  this  Day>  that  thou  art  God  id 

18.  36,  Ifrael,  and  that  /  am  thy  Servant ,  and  that  1 

ll>  38*  have  done  all  thefe  Things  at  thy  Word.  Hear 
me,  O  LORD  !  hear  me,  that  this  People  may 
know,  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and  that  thou 
kafl  turned  their  Hearts  back  again  :  Which  the 
Lord  heard  and  anfwered.  So  here  a  few 
fenfible  Words,  with  a  good  Undemanding, 
pertinent  to  the  Matter  (without  neediefs  Re¬ 
petitions)  were  prevalent  with  God. 


Mat.  6. 
7>  8. 


And  our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus,  when  he 
taught  his  Difciples  to  pray,  bad  them,  not  be 
like  the  Hypocrites,  or  Heathen,  who  ufed  many 
•  Repetitions,  and  thought  to  be  heard  for  their 
much  Speaking.  Therefore,  faith  he.  Be  not 
ye  like  unto  them,  for  your  Father  knoweth  what 
Things  you  have  Need  of  before  ye  afk  him. 
TheLordsAnd  the  Prayer  which  he  taught,  is  full  of 
fhoitand  Matter  to  the  Purpofe,  though  comprehended 
compre-  in  few  Words,  and  all  his  Difciples  and 
henfive.  Apoftles  are  to  learn  of  him,  and  obferve  his 
Directions,  and  not  the  Manner  or  Cuftoms 
of  the  Heathen  and  Hypocrites,  in  this  weighty 
Matter  of  approaching  nigh  unto  God  with 
Offerings,  in  Prayer  and  Supplication. 


Our  Saviour  alfo  left  us  a  good  Example, 
written  for  our  Learning,  when  he  was  under 
the  Senfe  of  drinking  that  Cup  of  Sufferings 
for  the  Sins  of  all  Mankind,  and  to  offer  to 
God  that  great  Offering  for  their  Ranfom, 

he 
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he  prayed  in  thefe  Words,  Father ,  if  thou  1 695'* 
be  willing ,  remove  this  Cup  from  me,  never-  ' 
thelefs  not  my  Will,  but  thine  be  done.  And  i n  £XV- 
giving  Thanks  in  thefe  Words,  1  thank  thee ,  ample  to 
O  Father  !  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  becaufe  JA 
thou  haft  hid  thefe  Things  from  the  Wife  and  LukeT^ 
Prudent,  and  Lajl  revealed  them  unto  Babes,  4)»  42- 
even  fo  Father ,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy 
Sight.  And  how  many  more  Examples  in  the 
Scriptures  are  on  this  Account,  full  and  perti¬ 
nent  to  the  Matter,  comprehended  in  few 
Words,  and  not  like  the  Heathen  in  tedious 
Repetitions,  who  think  to  be  heard  for  their 
much  Speaking.  Therefore  all  who  approach  All  fo  be 
unto  God  with  their  Offerings,  are  to  be caretul 
watchful  and  careful,  both  what  and  how  they 
offer  under  this  Adminiftration  of  the  Spirit.  ,  offer  to" 
and  Difpenfation  of  the  new  Covenant,  God, 

I  have  travelled  under  a  deep  Seofe  and  Con¬ 
cern  in  this  Matter  for  feme  Time, 

William  Edmondsons 

The  twelfth  of  the  firft  Month  1695, 
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Weft-Chefter,  the  twelfth  of  the  fifth  Month  1 657. 


Son  Tryal, 


Ftnr  c.f 


Received  thine  at  Liverpool,  with  one  by 
Order  from  the  Monthly-Meeting,  and 
am  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  Things  are  well 
with  you,  and  I  pray  God  continue  them  fo, 
with  the  Increafe  of  his  Goodnefs :  For  no 
worldly  Things  would  be  fo  pleafing  to  me, 
as  your  Prefervation  from  the  Corruptions  that 
are  in  the  World,  which  the  Fear  of  God, 
«od  pro-  and  Love  to  his  bleiled  Truth,  preferves  out 
fromS  °f>  which,  if  thou  and  the  reft  take  good 
Snares  of  heed  unto,  will  add  to  my  Comfort,  and  if  it 
Death.  fhould  be  otherwife  it  will  add  to  my  Trouble, 
and  heap  Sorrow  upon  my  Head.  And  there¬ 
fore  I  defire,  that  you  may  all  be  careful  in  the 
Conduit  of  your  Converfation  for  God’s  Glory, 
your  own  Good  and  Credit,  and  my  Comfort. 
I  am  very  well,  considering  my  Old-Age,  and 
my  Travels  and  Labours  in  the  Lord’s  Service, 
which  hitherto,  the  Lord  hath  given  me 
Strength  and  Ability  to  perform,  I  hope  to  his 
Honour,  and  the  Good  of  many. 


George 
Rooke 
*  dun  is. 


And  now  there  is  fotne  Service  before  me 
in  three  or  four  Counties  in  thefe  northern 
Parts,  which  I  am  now  entering  upon,  refigned 
to  the  Will  of  God,  whether  to  live  or  die. 
George  Rooke,  my  Companion,  who  hath 

hitherto 


w  illiam  Edmondson,  355 

hitherto  been  very  ferviceable  and  helpful,  is  1697. 
now  leaving  me  and  coming  to  Ireland ,  with  v"/''Vv-/ 
Amos  Strettle,  the  firft  fair  Wind  ;  fo  that  I 
am  left  alone  now,  but  hope  the  Lord  will 
not  leave  me,  who  hath  been  with  me  hither¬ 
to,  and  bleffed  and  profpered  his  Work  and 
Service,  giving  Strength  and  Ability  beyond 
the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  bleffed  be  his 
Name  for  ever. 

» 

And  now,  my  Son,  it  will  be  Gladnefs  to  me, 
that  thou  fhew  thyfelf  a  Man  for  Truth,  in  all 
thy  Concerns,  and  if  thou  truly  fear  God,  thou 
wilt  learn  Wifdom,  which  will  give  thee  Credit 
and  Favour  with  the  Lord  and  his  People. 

Remember  my  tender  fatherly  Love  to  thy  He  greet- 

Brothers  and  Sifters,  and  to  Grand-Children,  children, 
defiring  they  may  all  do  well,  and  fo  walk, 
that  no  Occafion  may  be  given  by  any  of  them 
againft  the  Lord’s  bleffed  Truth,  or  a  Defama¬ 
tion  upon  themfelves.  For  in  every  Thing, 
wherein  any  fin  againft  God,  and  dilhonour  Sin  diflio- 
him,  they  difcredit  and  difhonour  themfelves  ;noiirSlVlen 
But  all  that  honour  the  Lord  in  the  Courfe  of 
their  Converfations,  he  honours,  and  will 
honour  with  many  Favours.  This  being  what 
offers  at  prefent  from  a  tender  careful  Father, 

William  Epmundson. 

My  Love  to  all  honeft  Friends,  as  if  named. 

/ 

Z  z  2  York, 


1 
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York,  the  feventh  of  the  fixth  Month  1697. 


His  Cafe 
to  be  dear 
of  all 
Men’s 
Blood. 


TheLord’s 
Ways  and 
Judgments 
are  un- 
fearcijable 


Son  Tryal, 

HIS  may  let  thee  and  the  reft  know, 
who  defire  to  hear  of  my  Welfare,  that 
th  rough  the  Mercies  of  the  Lord  I  am  well, 
and  ienlible  of  his  renewing  my  Strength  every 
Way,  to  perform  his  Service  required  of  me, 
which  I  hope  will  be  to  his  Praife  and  the 
Good  of  many  when  I  am  gone.  My  chief 
Care  is,  That  I  may  do  my  Day's  Work  in  Time 
according  to  his  Will ,  firft  in  general,  and 
fecondly  in  particular,  for  my  Children  and 
Oft-fpring  of  my  Family  ;  to  be  clear  of  all 
Men’s  Blood  in  the  Day  of  Account,  my  Ser¬ 
vice  is  more  than  ordinary  in  feveral  Things, 
and  Strength  and  Ability  given  accordingly. 
The  Lord  is  great,  and  greatly  to  be  reverenced 
and  feared,  his  Wifdom  is  infinite,  and  the 
Ways  of  his  judgments  unfearchable.  My 
Soul  and  Spirit  in  the  Senfe  of  his  Wonders, 
in  the  Depths  of  Exercife,  admires  his  infinite 
Goodnefs,  and  praifes  his  holy  Name. 

As  I  wrote  in  my  laft  to  thee,  My  Children  s 
Folly  is  as  a  Weapon  in  the  Hand  of  evil  Doers, 
again  ft  the  Lord’s  Work  in  my  Hands-,  but  the 
Lord  who  knows  my  Heart’s  Integrity  and 
Jnnocency,  he  out-baliances  all  Opoofition  with 

J  *•  6  t  . 

his 


William  Edmundson 


his  irrefiftable  Power,  and  crowns  his  Tefti-  1697. 
mony  with  Dominion  over  all  Gain-fayers,  v'Y'NJ 
blefted  be  his  Name  :  Yet  it  is  a  Grief  and 
lore  Trouble  to  be  wounded  with  an  Arrow  W.  E.  h 
that  fprung  from  my  own  Loins,  prepared 
through  my  Children’s  Folly  for  want  of  the  Children’s 
Fear  of  God,  and  Reverence  to  fuch  a  Father,  Folly- 
whom  the  Lord  hath  endued  with  many 
Favours.  It  ought  to  feize  all  your  Hearts 
and  break  them  in  a  deep  Senfe  of  bitter  Sor¬ 
row,  and  be  a  Warning  to  all  of  you,  that  are 
innocent,  to  be  watchful  over  your  own  Ways 
in  godly  Fear,  that  you  fall  not  into  the  like 
Temptations,  which  aifhonour  God,  and  are 
a  Blot  and  Stain  to  their  Name  and  Fame, 
who  fall  into  them,  not  eafily  to  be  done  away 
out  of  the  Memory  of  God  and  Men.  A  good 
Name  defervedly  loft,  is  hard  to  regain  : 
Therefore  thou  my  Son,  with  the  reft  that  are  He  ten- 
innocent,  fear  the  Lord,  love  his  Truth  take  daly  ad' 
Advice  of  approved  Elders,  which  may  be  for  Went" 
your  Prefervation  in  Credit  with  God  and  good  to  fear  the 
Men,  and  Experience  fhews,  that  they  whoLord' 
honour  the  Lord,  he  doth  honour  them.  I 
was  at  Liverpool  and  Chefter ,  thinking  to  come 
over  with  George  Rooke ,  but  was  not  clear  of 
this  Service  which  I  am  upon,  and  muft  not 
leave  it  til!  performed.  I  received  thy  Letter 
ihere,  with  that  by  Order  of  the  Monthly- 
Meeting,  both  kindly  accepted  :  And  I  earnest¬ 
ly  defire,  Thou  wilt  be  careful  on  thy  Part  in 
the  Fear  and  Wifdom  of  Godt  to  perform  what 
thou  haft  written, ,  that  I  may  have  Comfort  of 

thee ; 
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His  great 
Comioi  t 
would  be 
to  fee  his 
Children 
walk  in 
the  Truth. 


York. 


Burling¬ 

ton 

Scarbo¬ 

rough. 

Whitby. 


Hewilleth 
that 
Friends 
have  a 
Copy  of 
this  Letter 
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thee :  For  Nothing  in  the  World  is  fo  pleafant 
to  me,  as  my  Children  doing  well,  walking 
in  the  bleffed  Truth.  I  have  had  many  large 
and  full  Meetings  fince  George  Rooke  left  me, 
as  in  Chefloire ,  Lancafhire  and  thus  far  in  York- 
fhire  $  many  Friends  came  far  to  Meetings, 
and  the  Lord’s  Power  anfwered  their  Expecta¬ 
tion,  and  many  honeft  Hearts  are  thankful 
and  glad  of  this  Labour  of  Love.  I  came  this 
Day  to  this  City,  and  intend  to  ftay  their  Meet¬ 
ing  To-morrow,  being  fhft  Day,  and  then  as 
the  Lord  enables,  to  go  towards  Burlington , 
Scarborough  and  Whitby  ;  and  when  clear  there, 
through  Bifhoprick  and  Weftmorland  into  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  if  the  Lord  lengthen  my  Time, 
then  to  fee  you  again.  I  know  not  yet  whether 
to  fhip  at  Liverpool,  or  go  by  Land  to  Port- 
Patrick  in  Scotland,  I  hope  in  the  Lord’s 
Strength  to  he  in  Cumberland  in  three  Weeks 
from  this  Date.  Remember  my  dear  and  true 
Love  to  Elders  and  honeft  Friends  of  our 
Monthly-Meeting,  as  if  I  named  them  one  by 
one,  and  I  charge  thee  to  give  them  a  true 
Copy  of  this,  and  let  them  read  it  in  the  Men’s 
Meeting,  and  it  fball  be  a  Witnefs  for  me,  if 
1  fhould  not  lee  your  Faces  again. 


And  now  my  Son,  my  Prayers  are  for  thee, 
and  my  Care  is  for  thy  Well-doing ,  that  thy 
Behaviour  in  all  Things  may  give  thee  Credit , 
and  me  Comfort.  Shew  thylelf  a  Man  in  all 
Concerns,  and  adt  in  all  Things  as  in  the  Sight 
of  God,  who  orders  all  Things  for  the  beft, 

for 
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for  them  that  fear  him,  and  caft  themfelves  1697. 
upon  his  ordering  providential  Power,  that 
rules  all  Things.  ’Tis  fafe  to  keep  there  out 


of  all  Self-Will  and  Hafte. 


William  Edmundson 


A  TOSTSCRITT  to  an 


Epiftle  jrom  Leinfter  T r ovine e- 


AT  the  fir  ft  when  the  Lord  called  and  ga-  1698. 

thered  us  to  be  a  People,  and  opened  the 
Eyes  of  our  Underftandings,  then  we  faw  the 
exceeding  Sinfulnefs  of  Sin,  and  the  Wicked- 
nels  that  was  in  the  World  ;  and  a  perfedl 
Abhorrence  was  fixed  in  our  Hearts  againft  all 
the  wicked,  unjuft,  vain,  ungodly,  unlawful 
Part  of  the  World  in  all  Refpe&s.  And  we 
faw  the  goodly  and  moft  glorious  lawful  Things 
of  the  World  were  abufed  and  mifufed.  And 
that  many  Snares  and  Temptations  lay  in  them; 
with  Troubles  and  Dangers  of  divers  Kinds, 
which  we  felt  the  Load  of,  and  that  we  could 
not  carry  them,  and  run  the  Race  the  Lord 
had  bet  before  us,  bo  chearfuily  as  to  win  the 
Prize  of  our  Salvation  t  Vvherebore  our  C?are 
was  to  caft  off  this  great  Load  and  Burthen, 


■viz.  Great  and  gainful  Ways  of  getting  Riches , 

and 
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1698.  and  to  lejjen  our  Concerns  therein ,  that  we  might 
SdSS  be  ready  to  anfwcr  Chrift:  Jefus  our  Captain, 
al  in  Tra-  who  dad  called  us  to  follow  him  in  a  fpiritual 

Si?  Warfare’  under  the  D^ci*phne  of  his  daily 
Sake.  ~rofs  an(i  Self-denial ;  then  the  Things  of  this 

World  were  of  fmall  Value  with  us,  fo  that  we 
might  win  Chrift,  and  the  goodiieft:  Things 
thereof  were  not  near  us,  fo  that  we  might  be 
near  the  Lord  ;  for  the  Lord’s  Truth  out- 
ballanced  all  the  World,  even  the  moft  glorious 
Part  of  it.  & 


Mlniffers 
and  El¬ 
ders  exem- 
piary. 


i  hen  great  Trading  was  a  Burthen,  and 
g>eat  Concerns  a  great  trouble,  all  neediels 
Things,  fine  Houfes,  rich  Furniture,  and 
gaudy  Apparel  was  an  Eye- lore  ;  our  Eye 
being  fingle  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Inlhining  of 
his  Light  in  our  Hearts,  that  gave  us  the  Sight 
of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Glory  of  God,  which 
fo  affeded  our  Minds,  that  it  ftained  the  Glory 
of  all  earthly  1  hings,  and  they  bore  no 
Maftery  with  us,  either  in  Dwelling,  Eating, 
Drinking,  Buying,  Selling,  Marrying,  or 
giving  in  Marriage,  the  L  O  R  D  "  was  the 
OBJECT  of  our  Eye,  and  we  all  humble 
and  low  before  him.  Self  of  fmall  Repute ; 
Minifters  and  Elders  in  all  fuch  Cafes  walking 
as  good  Examples,  that  the  Flock  might  follow 
their  Footfteps,  as  they  followed  Chrift,  in  the 
daily  Crofs  and  Self-denial,  in  their  Dwellings, 
Callings,  Eating,  Drinking,  Buying,  Selling, 
Marrying  and  giving  in  Marriage.  And  this 
anfwered  the  Lord  and  his  Witnefs  in  all 

Confciences. 
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Confidences,  and  gave  us  great  Credit  among  1698. 
Men. 

But  as  our  Number  increafed,  it  happened 
that  fuch  a  Spirit  came  in  among  us,  as  was 
among  the  “jews ,  when  they  came  up  out  of 
Egypt-,  this  began  to  look  back  into  the  World, 
and  traded  with  the  Credit  which  was  not  of 
its  own  Purchasing,  Striving  to  be  great  in  the 
Riches  and  PoSTeSTions  of  this  World ;  then 
great  fair  Buildings  in  City  and  Country,  fine 
and  fashionable  Furniture,  and  Apparel  fuit- 
able,  dainty  and  voluptuous  Provifion,  rich 
Matches  in  Marriage,  and  exceffive,  cuftomary, 
uncomely  Smoaking  of  Tobacco  came  into 
Pradtice,  under  Colour  of  lawful  and  Service¬ 
able,  far  wide  from  the  Footfteps  of  the 
Ministers  and  Elders  whom  the  Lord  raifed  up, 
and  fent  forth  into  his  Work  and  Service  at  the 
Beginning  ;  and  far  Short  of  the  Example  that 
our  Lord  and  Mafter  Chrift  Jefus  left  us,  when 
he  was  tempted  in  the  Wildernefs  with  the 
Kingdoms,  of  the  World,  and  the  Glory  of 
them,  which  he  defpifed. 

And  Mofes,  who  refufed  the  Crown  of  Egypt, 
and  to  be  called  the  Son  of  PhuvcioE s  Daughter 
rather  cbufing  Affliction  with  the  Lord’s  People, 
having  a  Regard  to  the  Recompence  of  Re¬ 
ward.  And  the  holy  Apoftle  writes  to  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  both  Fathers,  young  Men 
arid  Children,  advifing  againft  the  Love  of  the  1  John*. 
World,  and  the  FaShions  thereof,  which  are’5* 

working 


I 
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1698.  working,  as  the  old  Leaven  at  this  very  Time, 

Love^nd  to.corruPt  the  Heritage  of  God,  and  to  fill  it 
Fafhicns  with  Briars,  Thorns,  Thirties,  Tares  and  the 

World  drapes  of  the  Earth,  to  make  the  Lord  rejedt 

corrupt  and  lay  lt  waftf*  But  the  Lord  of  all  our 

God's  Mercies,  whofe  Eye  hath  been  over  us  for 

Heritage.  Good  fince  he  gathered  us  to  be  a  People,  and 

entered  into  Covenant  with  us,  according  to 

his  ancient  Promife,  is  lifting  up  his  Spirit,  as 

a  Standard  againft  the  Invafion  of  this  Enemv, 

and  raifing  up  his  living  Word  and  Teftimony 

in  the  Hearts  of  many,  to  ftand  in  and  fence 

up  the  Gap,  which  this  floating,  high,  worldly, 

libertine  Spirit  hath  made,  that  leads  from  the 

Footrteps  of  them  that  follow  Chrift,  as  at 

firft,  and  know  him  to  bound  them  with  his 

Bounds,  and  not  in  their  own  Will  and  Time. 

»  # 

lay  hold  on  Prefentations  and  Opportunities  to 
get  Riches,  which  many  have  had,  and  re- 
fufed  for  Truth’s  Sake,  and  the  Lord  hath 
accepted  thereof  as  an  Offering,  and  rewarded 
them  with  great  Comfort,  to  the  Praife  of  his 
great  Name.  • 

William  Edmondson, 


An 


\ 


William  Edmundsok. 
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yin  ET 1  ST  LE  to  Friends  in 

Barbadoes. 


My  dear  Friends, 

YOU  are  in  my  Memory  in  the  ancient 
Love  of  God,  in  which  I  vifited  you, 
and  laboured  in  your  Illand,  and  thofe  Parts  of 
the  World,  to  gather  into  the  blefled  unchange¬ 
able  Truth,  and  to  fettle  and  confirm  you  in  it, 
according  to  the  Ability  and  Gift  of  God  given 
to  me,  and  miniftred  to  you  in  the  Demonftra- 
tion  of  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrift,  in  which 
the  Myfteries  of  Faith  and  Difcipline  of  the 
Gofpel  were  unfolded  to  you,  for  your  Settle¬ 
ment  under  Chrift’s  Government  in  the  new  Know  the 
Covenant,  and  to  know  the  Bounds  and  Liberty  Bounds  of 

of  it,  that  you  might  walk  in  it  in  all  Things  coVinL 
to  the  Praife  and  Honour  of  God,  who  called 
and  gathered  you  to  be  a  People,  and  not  turn 
into  the  Elements  of  the  World,  nor  be  en¬ 
tangled,  neither  carried  away  after  the  Luft  of 
the  Eye,  Luft  of  the  Flefh,  or  Pride  of  Life  ; 
but  walk  in  the  Liberty  and  Bounds  of  the* 
new  Covenant,  as  Lights  in  the  World  :  For 
God  hath  fet  Limits  for  his  People  in  his  new 
Covenant,  as  he  fet  Bounds  for  the  outward 
Jews  in  the  old  Covenant,  which  they  were  to 
obferve  and  do,  yet  did  not  j  but  took  Liberty- 

A  a  a  2  beyond 
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beyond  the  Bounds  of  that  Covenant,  and  were 
cut  off,  though  they  were  the  natural  Branches. 

rejected" '  now  'nward  Jews  that  are  circumcifed 
and  cut  off  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  are  to  know  the 

bedience  liberty  t*ie  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  Bounds 
of  the  new  Covenant,  and  obferve  them  in  all 
Things,  that  their  Doings  may  be  to  the  Praife 
and  Honour  of  God,  whether  in  Eating, 
Drinking,  Buying,  Selling,  Marrying  or  giving 
in  Marriage,  &c.  and  not  take  Liberty  to 
themfelves  in  their  unfubjedted  Wills,  to  fatisfy 
their  carnal  Minds,  Vanities  and  Pleafures; 
and  fo  break  God’s  new  Covenant,  as  the 
So  will  natural  Jews  did  the  old  Covenant.  Such 

proKiic-d^  fmitlefs  Branches  will  wither,  and  be  cut  off 

vviio break  ^r0m  God’s  People,  and  be  ranked  and  num- 
the  new  bered  with  Adam  in  the  Fall,  who  brake 
Vovtiiant,  Cod’s  Covenant  in  Creation,,  by  going  beyond 

the  Bounds  that  God  let  him,  and  was  drove 
out  of  the  Garden  of  God  into  the  Earth  :  So 
all  that  go  into  flefhly  Liberty,  out  of  the 
Crofs  of  Chrift  and  Self-denial,  go  into  the 
Earth,  Pleafures  and  Delights  of  it,  and  are 
^  * ,m'  v  dead  wbiljl  they  live.  ,,  J 


Wherefore  all  are  to  walk  in  the  bleffed  and 
comely  Order,  eftablifhed  in  the  Church  of 
Chrift  by  his  Spirit  and  Power,  in  his  heavenly 
Counfel  and  divine  Wildom,  that  all  may  be 
preferved  from  the  Evils  and  Vanities  that  are 
in  the  World,  and  grow  up  together  in  the 
F'aiih  of  Jefus,  and  Grace  of  God,  from  one 
Degree  of  Strength  and  Knowledge  of  Chrift 

Jelus 


William  Edmundson. 


Jelus  to  another,  and  through  the  Exercife  of  ' 
your  Senfes  in  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  and  Life 
in  Chrift,  may  be  fkilful  in  the  Word  of  The  Law 
Righteoufnefs,  to  adt  and  work  for  God  in  the  hfPiritual 
Unity  of  his  holy  Spirit,  and  Fellowship  of 
his  Light,  as  Co-workers  together  in  his  Vine¬ 
yard,  that  all  Things  may  be  kept  clean  and  TheLord’s 
fweet,  and  every  Weed  and  Seed  that  God^^V* 
hath  not  Sown  or  planted,  may  be  plucked  up  are  tote 
and  rooted  out  of  his  Garden,  which  is  toc^eaa* 
bring  forth  good  and  pleafant  Fruit  to  his 
Honour,  that  he  may  take  Pleafure  to  walk, 
dwell,  fup  and  make  his  Abode  with  you,  and 
in  you,  to  your  mutual  Comfort.  And  if  it 
Should  be  my  Lot  in  my  Old-Age  to  fee  you 
again,  I  might  be  comforted  in  your  Faithful- 
nefs,  and  Growth  in  the  blefled  Truth,  and  a 
godly  Concern  fixed  in  your  Minds,  for  the 
Promotion  of  the  Government  of  it  both  in 
Dodtrine  and  Difcipline. 


And  as  to  Affairs  in  this  Nation,  we  arejicoires 
very  peaceable,  and  Truth  profpers,  Friends11  good 
in  good  Efteem,  and  a  godly  Concern  comes  Accou,lt 
upon  many  Friends,  To  be  devoted  with  their  in^hh 
whole  Abilities  to  ferve  the  Lord,  who  gives Nation< 
them  Wijdom  and  Under /Ian  ding  in  tie  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Truth's  Affairs, ,  for  the  Good  of  all : 

And  tne  Lord  bicfTeth  their  Endeavours,  fo 
that  in  his  Spirit  and  Power,  which  is  ffrong 
and  mighty  with  us,  the  Authority  of  Truth 
rn  Church  Goverment  is  over  all  Gainfayers, 
and  the  clofe  Order  of  the  Gofpel  over  all 

loofe 
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loofe  libertine  Spirits  and  earthly  Worldlings, 
'^r^>  and  Truth  prevails  to  the  great  Satisfaction  of 
all  the  fincerely  Concerned,  and  to  the  Praife 
and  Honour  of  G  O  D.  Amen. 

The  Parliament  is  now  fitting  in  Dublin, 
•where  I,  with  feveral  Friends,  have,  and  do 

ikmenT"  atten^>  anc^  *hey  are  very  loving  and  kind  to 
Members  us,  ready  to  do  us  Good,  and  to  eafe  us  in 
tender  to  what  they  reafonably  can,  and  have  a  Regard 

trends.  ^  u$  ^  Ads  that  pafs  .  The  Lor(J  }s  tQ  be 

admired  in  the  Care  he  takes  of  his  People 
who  trull  in  him,  and  call  their  Care  upon 
him,  and  feek  his  Honour  before  all  private 
Intereft  ;  fuch  the  Lord  is  honouring,  ever- 
lafting  Praifes  to  his  Name. 

So  my  fincere  Love,  in  the  unchangeable 
Truth,  is  to  you  all,  and  my  Prayers  to  God 
for  you. 

William  Edmundson. 
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Concerning  Men  and  Women  s 

Meetings. 

.  '  ,  1 

Dear  Friends ,  Brethren  and  Sifters , 

IN  a  ferious  and  weighty  Confideration  of  the  1708. 

great  and  weighty  Service  of  our  Men  and 
Women’s  Meetings,  to  order  and  manage  Mat- 
ters  relating  to  Gofpel  Order  in  the  Church  of  Meetings 
Chrift,  to  the  Honour  of  God  and  his  bleffed  for  weigh- 
unchangeable  Truth  made  manifeft  to  us,  that  tySen,*te* 
we  may  be  preferved  faithful  therein,  and  our 
Lights  may  (bine  in  the  comely  Order  thereof,  Mat.  c. 
by  the  good  Fruits  brought  forth  in  and  among  14,15,16. 
us,  the  Lord’s  peculiar  People  in  this  Genera¬ 
tion,  as  good  Examples  to  others,  and  Lights  Luke  xii. 
in  the  World.  I  fay,  all  Men  and  Women’s  35* 
Meetings  had  need  to  have  a  fpecial  godly 
Care,  to  fee  that  all  our  Society  keep  within 
Bounds  of  Truth  in  the  Way  of  the  Lord,  to  Gen.  iSi 
do  Juftice  and  Judgment,  as  the  Children  and  19* 
Houlhold  of  Abraham,  that  the  Promife  of 

God’s  Blefhngs  to  Abraham  and  his  Seed  may 
reft  upon  us. 


My  Friends,  it  is  no  fmall  Charge,  that  the  Care  of 

Lord  commits  to  the  Care  of  the  aforefaid  the  F!ock 

Meetings,  The  Care  of  his  Flocks,  the  Preferva-  fevaUon 

tion  oj  the  Teftimony  of  Truth ,  and  the  Honour  of  Truth’s 

Teftimo- 
°J  ny,  &c. 
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3708.  of  his  great  and  worthy  Name  :  So  that  it  is  of 
abfolute  Neceffity,  for  all  the  Members,  both 
Male  and  Female,  to  know  their  Election, 
and  in  what  it  flands,  and  in  what  Authority 
they  fit  in  thofe  Meetings  ;  for  the  Service 
thereof  muft  be  performed  in  the  Wifdom 
and  Counfel  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in 
the  Authority  of  his  blefled  Spirit  and  Power 

F°.r  the  ?bings  °f. God  knoweth  no  Man  ;  but  the 
known  by  Spttit  of  God,  in  which  the  Election  ftands 
his  Spirit,  and  this  is  that  which  fits  and  abilitates  for  the 
°r‘  Lord’s  Service  in  his  Church,  as  he  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  every  one  to  his  Service  and  Office  : 
And  we  know  that  our  Men  and  Women’s 
Meetings  for  the  Lord’s  Service  in  his  Church, 
were  ordained  of  God,  and  fettled  among  us 
in  the  Authority  and  by  the  Afiiftance  of  his 
blefled  Spirit  and  Power,  and  committed  to 
theTruft  and  Care  of  FAITHFUL  Men 
Meetings  and  FAITHFUL  Women,  to  keep  them 

UP  in  the  sPirit  and  Power  of  God,  in  which 
Power  of  they  were  let  up  :  Teftimonies  whereof  miy 
G°d.  be  feen  in  many  comfortable  Epiftles  wiitten 
to  Men  and  Women’s  Meetings,  for  all  the 
Members  to  keep  their  Pofleffion  in  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 

This  is,  and  was  the  Lord’s  Way  in  the 
Settling  of  his  Church  and  People  under  his 
Government  :  For  when  the  Lord’s  ancient 
Exod,  13.  People  came  out  of  Egypt  by  an  high  Hand, 
the  Lord  gave  them  Laws  and  Statutes  to  keep 
and  do,  and  appointed  them  Elders,  as  Judges 

and 


*  ’ 
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and  Overfeers,  to  fee  that  they  kept  the  Lord’s  1708. 
Way,  which  he  prefcribed,  and  to  do  Juftice 
and  Judgment,  as  Abraham  commanded  his 
Houfhold  after  him.  And  thofe  Eiders  and  Elders  in 
Overleers  were  of  God’s  appointing,  and  known 
to  the  People  to  be  Men  qualified  for  the  Ser-  were  ap_ 
vice ;  fuch  unto  whom  the  Lord  gave  of  his  pointed 
good  Spirit,  which  opened  their  Underftand- 
ings,  to  make  a  true  Infpedion  into  Matters  Direction, 
that  came  before  them,  to  do  Juftice  and  N'im-  u» 

J  J  1017# 

Judgment,  according  to  the  Rule  of  the  Law  ’ 
of  God.  And  when  fuch  Elders  or  Overfeers 
ruled,  as  were  thus  rightly  eleded,  and  walked 
by  the  Rule  of  the  Lord’s  good  Spirit,  they 
were  a  Blefiing  to  the  People,  and  the  Lord 
was  with  them  :  But  when  others  came  to  fit 
in  the  Aflemblies,  as  Elders,  Overfeers  and 
Judges,  not  appointed  of  the  Lord,  neither 
guided  by  his  Spirit,  what  Calamity  then  came 
upon  Abraham's,  Houfhold  ! 


Likewife  in  the  primitive  Times,  when 
many  in  divers  Places,  both  of  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles ,  were  gathered  to  the  Faith  in  Chrift: 
Jefus,  and  the  Churches  or  Meetings  eftablifhed, 
then  faithful  Men  who  were  qualified  for  that 
Service,  were  appointed  as  Elders  or  Overfeers 
by  the  Approbation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  take 
the  Overlight  of  the  Flock  of  Chrift,  to  fee 
that  all  who  profefled  Faith  in  Chrift,  fhould 
walk  in  his  Dodrine,  as  it  was  firft  delivered 
by  Chrift  and  his  holy  Apoftles,  and  to  fee 
that  the  Teftimony  of  Jefus  was  kept  in  all  its 

B  b  h  Branches, 


And  O- 
ver  leers 
in  the 
Chriftian 
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1708.  Branches,  that  the  comely  Order  of  the  Gofpel 
might  be  fhewed  forth  in  them  to  Unbelievers, 
as  Lights  in  the  World,  that  fuch  who  could 
not  be  won  by  Word  and  Dodtrine,  the  Wit-  • 
nefs  of  God  in  them  might  be  reached  by  the 
juft  and  good  Examples  in  all  Things  of  the 
Churches  of  Chrift  in  the  feveral  Quarters. 
Win  were  And  thofe  qualified  Elders  and  Paftors,  whom 
1°! fe  k *  of2  t,ne  Holy  Ghoft  made  Overfeers  in  the  Church- 
God.  es,  were  to  feed  them  in  due  Seafon,  not  of 
1  Ptt.  5.  Conftraint ,  but  of  a  willing  Mind ;  neither  for 
felfiflo  Gain ,  but  for  Truth's  Sake  ;  neither  as 
Lords  over  God’s  Heritage ,  but  Examples  to 
the  Flock ,  and  to  do  Juftice  and  Judgment 
without  Partiality  ;  being  faithful  Men  fa  noti¬ 
fied  with  Truth,  feafoned  with  the  Grace  of 
God,  and  fpiritualized  with  a  good  Under- 
ftanding  in  Church-Affairs,  relating  to  Gofpel- 
Difcipline,  having  their  Senfes  well  exercifed 
in  the  Law  of  God,  to  know  what  was  for 
Truth,  and  what  was  againft  Truth,  and 
And  keep  accordingly  to  fufter  Nothing  to  be  ufhered  into 
Thine'*  Church  of  Chrift  that  was  againft  Truth; 
from  en-  but  as  Door-keepers  in  the  Lord’s  Houfe,  to 
tering  the  panq  jn  and  for  Truth’s  Teftimony  againft 

u‘  every  thing  that  would  leflen  the  Credit 
thereof. 

In  Hie  But  when  the  Faith  of  Telus  was  departed 
Apottacy  frorn>  and  Self-Intereft  got  in\o  the  Churches, 

Care’was  then  this  godly  Care  and  holy  Dilciplme  went 
neglected,  to  decay,  and  earthly  Wifdom,  carnal  Reafon- 
ing,  worldly  Policy,  Riches,  Greatnefs  and 

literal 


William  Edmundson. 

literal  Learning  fwayed  the  Counfels  in  Church- 
Affairs.  And  now  the  Lord  is  raifing  up  thole 
Ruins,  and  putting  his  Church  in  its  ancient 
Order,  in  fettling  thofe  Meetings  of  faithful 
Members,  to  be  kept  up  in  the  Authority  of 
his  Spirit  and  Power,  wherein  neither  Riches 
nor  Policy  muff  rule  ;  but  in  all  fuch  Meetings 
about  the  Lord’s  Bufinefs,  the  Lord  muff  be 
Chairman,  Ruler  and  Judge,  whofe  good 
Spirit  of  heavenly  Wifdom  and  divine  Counfel 
muff  rule  in  the  Hearts  of  his  People,  who  fit 
with  him  in  that  weighty  Service  of  Church- 
Government  ;  for  it  is  in  the  Gift  of  the  Lord’s 
good  Spirit,  the  Ability  (lands  to  perform  that 
Service  as  well  as  Doctrine  :  If  any  undertake 
it  otherwife,  they  mils  their  Way,  mar  the 
Work,  and  infiead  of  being  Helpmeets  in 
Government,  do  many  Times  caufe  Trouble 
in  the  Church.  This  from 
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«  — —  Duke  of 


V 


D  E  X. 

1 

Page  196 

194, 
130 

»  l35'  *38 


2  41 
232 


181.  12 


VICKERS  Jane  — — 

Vick  ridge  Jane  — .  ■ 

Virginia  Cape  — .  or 

- - Land  66.  68*  69,  70.  72,  73.  no. 

Uifter  161.  1 8 1.  203.  242*  243.  24!’  274!  2;  5 


Uplands 


2889  2 8gf 

ioi 


.w 


£  8  7  *  iS8< 


ADDINGTON 

Wade  Robert 
Waldenfield  Samuel 
Wales  1 

Waller  Thomas 
W  a!  terV  Town 
W  arcop  „ 

Wardel  Eliakim 
Ward  el  Robert 
Warn  ford,  Juftice 
Warrington 
Warwick  in  America 
Warwickfhire 
W  aft  wood  Julian 
Waterford  6.  1 66.  175.  jgo 
Watfon  John  —  '  260 

W  eatherby  _ 

Webfter  Ifrael 
Wenjthrop,  Col. 

Wenfleydale 
Weft  Richard 
Weft-Chefter 


2  6* 


108,  1 


*93*  f9+ 
25G  252 

2  85 

254^  297 
9 


133. 1 


3 


D 


76 

JQO 
2  1,  22 
2o5‘  295,  ^Q2 
284.  292.  295 


1 65.  1 80.  28a 

6  s.  64. 
""  1 6  5 

~  ^  33 

2 354 
W  eft  -Indies 


’ST'-'-ir 


feS' 


J  ^4^  &  j 


N  D  E  x. 


Weft-Indies  '  — 

Weft-Meath 
W  eftmoriand  — 

Wexford  — . 
Wharton  Edward 
Wheatley  George 
Wheeler,  Governor 
Whitby  — 

Whitehaven  — 

Whitefide  John 

. . William 

Wickham  John 
Wicklow  166.  203.  21 
Widders  Robert 
Wilkins  ■ 
William  III.  King 
Williams  Roger 
Williamfon  William 
Willmot  John 
Willoughby  — 

Wilfon  Thomas 
Windfor  — . 

Winfloe  Thomas 
Wolverhampton 
Worcefter 
Wright  William 


EATS 


Page  59,  60.  78,  79 
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1.  6.  231.  240.  358 
180.  203.  213.  248.  280 

-  93 

-  133 

■  1  '*■  63 

—  196.  358 

6.  160.  237.  240 

223 
210 
166 

3.  237.  273.  280.  294.  300 

■  . . -  60.  64 


—  245 

-  141.  257 

-  73-  75 

— —  170 

-  —  127 

—  263 

252.  279.  282 
—  262 

173.  223,  224.  286.  298 
■'  261 

— -  4.  261 

7° 


1  n 


York  2.  160.  165.  196.  233.  240.  263.  356 


1 10 


195-  231,  232.  358 

77-  175-  3OI>  30z 


N  1  S, 


